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2a tai JOSEPH Goan bie, honorable mem- 

oa count the House out. | 

. JAMES Pace.—We will, too. 

s JoszpH Coox.—I know you will. , 

Mr. Tupor.—If the Minister plays that 
‘game, he will find honorable members on 
_ this side are able to do the same. 

Sir JosepH Coox.—And do not forget 


‘ich 


‘that the returned soldiers will know what 


you are doing. 


The CHAIRMAN (Hon. pax MM. 
Chanter)—Order! The honorable mem- 
ber for Yarra (Mr. Tudor), the honorable 
member for Maranoa (Mr. James Page), 


on 


i and. the Minister for the Navy (Sir 
‘Joseph Cook) are entirely out of order. 
I ask them to be silent. ine 
Mr. WEST.—I hope the Minister eae 

not going to lose his temper. : 

w Sir Joseru Coox.—All right. Go on 
ae with your ‘‘stone-wall.”’ 

‘Mr. MAHONY (Dalley) [11.8].—I 


_ hope the honorable member ‘for Maranoa 
- (Mr. James Page) will agree to include 
_ the words ‘‘sailors”’ in his amendment. 
Sir Josern Coox.—Go on. As ‘ 
Mr. James Pace.—Yes, we will. I 
shall use all the forms of the Committee. 


ie he CHAIRMAN.—Order! The hon- 
' orable member for Maranoa (Mr. James 
_ Page) is ea disorderly in uttering 
i threats. 

‘Mr. MAHONY. I make an appeal on 
| behal! of the men of the Australian 
Navy, and also those who served in the 

Imperial Navy. No member of this 

House has a more intimate knowledge of | 
_ the effectiveness of their work in all. parts 
' of the world during the war than the 
honorable member for Wentworth (Mr. 








amendment with the addition suggested. 

© We all realize that if it had not been for 
i _ the naval defence Great Britain would 
_ have ‘‘gone down’’ in the. war; and, 

therefore, I think we should include 
sailors within the scope of this provision. 

‘We recognise the good work the military 
side performed, but it would have 
been utterly impossible to convey our® 
i ' soldiers to Europe if, it had not been 
for the equally good work» 
. Navy. ‘It was the unceasing watch- 
ah. fulness and high sense of duty of 
our sailors that rendered 
defence effective. In praising our re- 


¢ Ae 


q 





ce palette we are o fepetina Jack, 
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- peace and “war. 


_ Marks), and I hope he will support the ~ 


of. the - 


the military 


dt adic Boh 


One sailors suitteredl 
severely during the conflict, and a 


families are now bereaved by the loss of. ‘ 
fathers, brothers> and sons; but the ser—_ 
vices thus rendered have not been recog~ 


niséd 1m any shape or form. I Jook to» 
the honorable member for Wentworth,. 
who 
and. did 
the 
raise hig voice against an 
being perpetuated. It is to be hoped! _ 
that that honorable member’s iufileneee 


spent some time amongst them, 
some good work himself im — 
North Sea and other parts, to 
Injustice: 


ih 


Z 








with the Minister for the Navy (Siz 


Joseph Cook) will result in a recognitiom — 
Our — 


of the claims I am now advocating. 
submarines also rendered 
dlong with other 
ships. 


great service: 


Australian-manned — 
Neither must we forget the wire~ — 


less staff, which performed important 


duties, sending wireless messages 


of | 


warning thousands of miles over the sea, 


and thus enabling our defenders to es— 


cape mine-fields, raiders, and so forth, Te. 
is the duty of every honorable member 


who has been in close touch with these 


recognition. It is no use honorable mem- 


men to see that their work receives due 


bers setting themselves up as the friends — 


of eertain branches or sections of our De- 
fence Forces. 


The real test is their stand— _ 


ing up in this House and by their actions — 
showing that the services rendered have — 


not been forgotten. I 


am not pre- 


pared to allow the honorable member — 


for Wentworth to simply talk 


some tangible proof of that 


about: 
his interest in the Navy, but require © 
interest. © 


I ask the honorable member for Parkes: a 


(Mr, Marr) to tell the Committee some- _ 
thing of the good work done by the wire — 
less tee in order that they may receive 


some recognition, 


The CHAIRMAN 
Chanter ).—Order ! 


(Hon. re 


fact that the actions of the 


I again direct. the 
attention of the honorable member to the 
honorable. | 





dence. 


members for Wentworth and Parkes ane 


not before the Committee. 


Mr. MAHONY It the 


Midian! 1a 


prepared’ to gi ve me leave to continue my” - 
remarks to-morrow I might then be ne 


to confine them to matters that will rinse in 


order. PRAT: , 


Mr. Poxwron. te want to get ‘Some | 


ae done.” 





1478 War Gratuity Bill. 

Mr. Ryan.—It is open to the honorable 
member to move the Chairman out of the 
chair. 


Mr. MAHON Y.—Then T move— 


That the Chairman do now leave the chair 
and report progress. 


Question put. ‘The Committee divided. 


Ayes .. : dae 
Noes ‘ 2 28 
Majority 13 
AYES. 
Blakeley, A. Riley, E. 
Catts, J. H. Ryan, T. J. 
Fenton, J. EH. Stewart, P. G. 
Gabb, J. .M. Tudor, F. G. 
Lazzarini, H. 'P. West, J. E. 
Mahony, W. G. Tellers: 
- Makin, N. J. O. Mathews, J. _ 
_ Moloney, Parker Page, James _ 
NOEs. 
Atkinson, L. Kerby, E. T. J. 
Bell, G. J. Lister, J. H. 
Blundell, R. P. Marks, W. M. 
Cameron, D. C. Marr, C. W. C. 
Cook, Sir Joseph Poynton, A. 


~ Cook, Robert 
Corser, E. B. C. 
Foster, Richard — 


Prowse, J. H. 
Rodgers, A. S. 
Ryrie, Sir Granville 


Francis, F. H. Smith, Laird 
Gibson, W. G. Wienholt, A. 
Greene, W. M. » |Wise, G. H. 
Groom, L. E. 
lh AW Os Tellers: 
Jackson, D,. 8S. Burchell, R. J. 
Jowett, H. Story, W. H. 


Question so resolved in the negative. 


‘Sir JOSEPH COOK (Parramatta—Min- 
ister for the Navy) [11. 28 | I move— 


‘That the Chairman do now Jeave the chair, 
report progress, and ask leave to sit again. 
In doing so, I should like to say that I 
hope we shall get the Bill through to- 
morrow. The only thought I have 
had- a 2 

The CHAIRMAN. — Order! The 

honorable gentleman may. not debate the 
motion. | 

Question resolved in the affirmative. 

_ Progress reported. 





WAR GRATUITY BILL. 


Bill returned from the ee with 
amendments. 





[REPRESENTATIVES] Adjournment, 


can prevent it. 


should proceed some distance with this — 


to honorable members 


to being very disappointed. 


ADJOURNMENT. = Ca 
GovERNMENT BUSINESS. . 


‘Sir JOSEPH COOK (Parra eae | 
gter for the Navy) [11.30].—I move— ¢ 


That the House do now adjourn. 


I merely desire:to express the hope that 
honorable members will pass the Repatria- 
tion Bill to-morrow. | 

Mr. James Pacz.—It will not pass if I 
You made me miss my 
tram to-night, and I will make you miss 
your train to-morrow, I will pay you | 
out! Otet 

Sir JOSEPH COOK. Li The position is’ 4 he 
this ee 

Mr. James Pace.—That is He position i 
so far as I am concerned. I promise you. 

Sir JOSEPH COOK.—I will be glad _ 
if the honorable member will let me » 
speak, unless he is going to take charge 
of the House altogether. 

Mr. Jamus Pacr.—I do not want to 
take charge. The Manes wants to take 
charge of me. =e 

Sir JOSEPH COOK. —We have got. Nie. 
through twenty-four clauses of the 
Bill: There are about forty more. — 
to be dealt with, besides the  sche- 
dules, and the only thought in my | 
mind is to get a little forward with 
the measure. This has been a lost day 
so far as business 1s concerned, and I~ 
thought it not unreasonable that we 





















very important measure. It appears, — 
however, that I was wrong in entertaining . ~ 
any such reasonable idea. I again appeal i NG 
to assist ey oe 
Government to get the Bill through to-— 
morrow. It is urgent, The returned — 
soldiers concerned are waiting for it, ands 
no one desires to do other than the best : 
thing possible in regard to those who are 
to receive benefits under this measure. 
However, to pass the Bill to-morrow we 
shall have to get a head of steam up, — 
which, apparently, we have not been able — 
to do throughout this week. I confess — 


Mr. TUDOR (Yarra) [11.33] nhs 
Minister for the Navy is unreasonable 
when he makes such a confession. He ha 
spoken of to-day having been wasted 
What was the day wasted on? 
two motions ‘submitted Pt ho 





— Adjournment. 





members on the Government side, who 
_ occupied the whole of the time, mp to the 
dinner adjournment. | 

Mr. Rictarp Fosrer.—And_ mighty 
important matters they were! 

Mr. James Pacu.—That is not what 
your Minister calls them. 

Mr. TUDOR.—The Minister for the 
Navy has just said that the time of the 
' House was wasted. 

Sir JoserH Coox.—lI defy the honor- 
able member to find the word ‘‘ wasted’’ 





thing. . 
Mr. TUDOR.—The Minister | stated 
that we had done nothing to-day. 
ee Sir Josepu Coox.—I said you had 


done no Government business to-day. Will 

: you try to be accurate for once? , 

Mr. TUDOR.—There is no need to 

_ talk like that. I can assure the Minister 

that this is not the way to get business 

- passed. Honorable members on this side 
have sqme rights. 


Mr. James Pace.—We have none 
where the Minister for the Navy is con- 
cerned. 


Mr. TUDOR.—We may» be few in 
number, and may be liable to suffer by 
the closure. 


Sir Josepu Cook .—Who has said ‘that. 


we have closured you? 
Mr. James Page.—You are not game 
‘to try. 
Mr. TUDOR—I hope ihe Govern- 
ment will not closure us, and I do not 
think it will be necessary to do so. With 
_ respect to the Repatriation Bill, we are 
as keenly interested in its passage as 
_ «honorable members opposite. The question 
is not with respect to the number of 
clauses. It is a matter of principles, and 
there are three main principles involved. 
First, there is the appointment of the 
Commission, then there is the appoint- 
. ‘ment of the Boards, and, thirdly, there 
is the matter of pensions. The Govern- 
‘ment have got past all three of those 
_ principles. ‘The remainder of the Bill 
yor could be dealt with in half-an-hour. ~~ 
Mr. James Pacr.—You will not get it 
in half-an-hour to-morrow. 
ron Mr. TUDOR.—The Minister in charge 
a. of the Bill asked me this evening, in the 
. matter of the business which I was to 
_ bring before the House when moving an 
EN) (3K2 1 | 







[22 Aprrt, 1920.] : 


in anything I have said. I said no such. 


informed us 


Adjournment. 
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amendment upon the grievance day mo- 


tion—a procedure often 


tion Bill, 


tion of the Repatriation Bill. 
orable member for Cook (Mr. 
Catts) and the honorable member for 
Maranoa (Mr. James Page) had pre- 
pared remarks in connexion with the mo- 
tion dealing with Gunner Yates. I per- 


sonally spoke to every honorable member — 
on this side, with the idea that we should 


agree to hurry forward our business, in 


order to let the Government get to its 


Bill. Moreover, the Government Whip 
that the 
agreed, in the event of our making way 
as rapidly as possible, to adjourn, at 11 
o’clock. 

Mr. Poynron.—The 
authority to make such an intimation. 


Sir Josepu Coox.—Still, the net result 


of the night’s work upon the Bill is the © 


passage of one clause. 
Mr. TUDOR.—Yes, the last conten- 
tious clause in the Bill. However, I 


have no intention of. delaying honorable — 


members at this late hour, and I do not 


desire to participate in another all-night A 
sitting during the remainder of my asso- © 
ciation with this Parliament, if I can 


avoid it. I believe I hold the unenviable 


record of having taken part in more all- 
night sittings than any other honorable 


member. 


Mr. Poynron.—I might be inclined to Re 
challenge that assertion; but all I asked 
for was that the Committee should . get 
through with that portion of the Bill deal- 


ing with pensions, 


Mr. 


twenty-one clauses. 


earliest possible moment. I promise that, 
for my part, that shall be brought about; 


and, as honorable members know, I have eB 


never gone back on any promise. 


Mr. JAMES PAGE (Maranoa) [11.37]. 


—Both the Leader of the Opposition (Mr, 


Tudor) and I tried to curtail discus- 
sion with regard to the motion concerning: 


Whip had no 


adopted, by 
the way—whether I would be agreeable © 
to hurry, so that honorable members — 
might be free to deal with the Repatria- — 
There were several honorable — 
members upon this side who had pre- 
pared speeches, but they agreed not to — 
occupy time in talking, in order that the — 
way might be cleared for the considera- — 
The hon- | 
ds He 


Ministry had 


TUDOR.—That is to say, with — 
My own desire is 
that the Bill shall be agreed to at the — 


5 


“R480 : Taxation of 


[SENATE.] 





Totalisator Dividends. _ 





Gunner: Nudes: in order that the Govern~. 
ment might be free, at the earliest possible — 
moment, to bring forward their business. 
We were informed that if we did facili- 
tate Government business the House 
would be adjourned at 11 o’clock. When 
the Government secured a decision upon 
the pensions section of the Bill, I ex- 
wected that the promise to adjourn would 
have been kept. All I can say is that if 


the Government had kept their promise, 
this Bill would go through to-morrow.. 


‘But IT warn the Minister for the Navy 
(Sir Joseph Cook) that he will not wit- 
mess the final passage of the measure un- 
Hess he is prepared to sit here to-morrow 
might. He succeeded in preventing me 
‘from eatehing my train this evening, and 
Lewill undertake to stop him from getting 
on board his: train to-morrow: There 
would have been no waste of time after 
the House had begun work at 8 o’clock 
*%o-night but for what the Prime Minister 


(Mr. Hughes) said a little time ago about 


former members of the Opposition who 
laad gone to the war. 

Mr. Prowse—We should sit another 
day a week, 
“Mr. JAMES PAGE.—We should sit 


every day, and Sundays as well, and then — 


we would be able to secure 

tame ’’ for our services. 

~ Question resolved in the affirmative. 
House adjourned ‘aa i. 39 p.m. 


‘“ double 
Sy 








Bente. 
Hriday, 23 April, 1920. 


"The P&rsipenr (Senator the Hon. T. 
Givens) took the chair at 11 a.m, and 
wead prayers. | 


TAXATION OF TOTALISATOR 
DIVIDENDS. 


' Senator GARDINER.—I ask the 
‘Leader of the Governmént in the Senate 
af his attention has been drawn to the 
statement that it is the intention of the 
‘Commissioner for Taxation to tax totali- 
ator dividends as lottery prizes? Will 
the Government give that gentleman a 
Inoliday to attend several race meetings to 
obtain some idea of how the, totalisator 


works, so that he may not waste Govern- 
what are so obviously not the prizes of a 


ment money attempting to tax HBees 
— “Mathery ? | 


do as he has done. 


whether he realizes that the Government 


“is the question which really i. cought bol ase 


wrought in stone, is it the intention of the a 


ae MILLEN. SA cnab deal of 
the honorable Senator’s question is in the 
form of assertions, which I feel that, the 
Standing Orders would not permit me to 
discuss at this time, as I should like to | 
do. I have seen fhe statement referred _ 
to by the honorable senator, and I under- 
stand that the Commissioner of Taxation 
has exercised an authority which the In- — 
come J'ax Act gives him. 
Senator GARDINER.—wWill the Min- 
ister, before the Senate rises to-day, iook 
up the section of the Income Tax Act and 
see whether in any sense of the word a 
totalisator can be called a lottery? ~ (oe 
Senator MILLEN.—I have not much 
knowledge of the subject to which the — 
honorable senator refers, but I assume 
that Senator Gardiner has. The real 
point, however, is whether the Act gives 
the Commissioner for Taxation power to - 


Senator Garprner.—No 0; none what- 
ever. a 

Senator MILLEN.—That i is the whole hee 
point invelved in this’ matter, and, as I 
understand the position, the~ Commis- 
sioner for Taxation has full power to take 
the action he has deeided to take. ‘ 

Senator GARDINER.—This is a mat- 
ter of importance, and I ask the Minister __ 


are responsible for the protection of the + 
public funds, and that if the Commis- 
sioner for Taxation institutes proceedings 
for the recovery of taxation upon moneys 
that are obviously not prizes in a lottery, a 
a glaring mistake will be made. oh ae 

Senator MILLEN—I am not able to 
say whether a mistake is being made or 
not. It is not my function to decide that 










But if by his question the honorable sena- ue 


tor wishes to ask whether the Government j 

will consider the matter, my , answer hal toed 

that will be * Yes.” > @ By 
Senator Garprner.—Thank you; “that 


have asked in the first place. 


AUSTRALIAN IMPERIAL F ORCE. . a 
Mzmonrrats—INsckieTrons: ee 4 
on Soutprers’ Monuments. 


Senator GARDINER asked the Leader og 


SOLDIERS’ 










of the Government in the Renate, ese i 
- notice— ‘a 


1, With fovea to soldiers’ cust ye 


Government to have these made in- Eps an ‘ 


Ms " 


Passports Bill. 





7. Tint, ; 
by Australian workmen, or is it their intention 
_ to import same from Italy? | 

2. Will the Government cause inquiries to 
be made into the merits of Australian work- 
manship before this work is sent outside Aus- 
tralia? 

Senator MILLEN.—The question of 
the erection of memorials to commemorate 
the deeds of the Australian Imperial 
_ Force is being considered by the Govern- 
ment, and it is hoped to make a_ pro- 
nouncement at an early date. 

Senator GUTHRIE asked the Minister 
for Defence, upon notice— 


Is it a fact that'the Minister for Defence has 
issued a circular asking relatives of soldiers 
killed on active service “ko subseribe to monu- 

_ ments erected in France to their memory? 


Senator PEARCE.—The answer is— 


“No; the expenditure on war cemeteries and 
‘the maintenance ef graves with appropriate 
headstones is being borne by the Government. 

It was felt that” it was inadvisable to leave 
the pfovision of headstones to. private initia- 
tive, it being the sacred obligation of the Em- 


pire to preserve the graves and maintain suit- 


able memorials upon them. At the same time 

it was difficult to resist the natural desire of 

many relatives to be personally associated in 

some way with these memorials of their de- 

* eeased kinsmen. The most appropriate way of 

meeting such desire was, in the opinion of the 

. Imperial Wiar Graves Commission, to allow 

ar a short inscription to be added on the appli- 

Eavion of the next of kin, or other person, or 

_  erganization, and at a slight expense to the 
applicant: 


PASSPORTS BILL. | i 


Bill presented, and (on motion by Sena- 
tor Russeti) read a first time. 


/  —s ALIENS REGISTRATION BILL. 


Bill presented, and (on motion by Sena- 


4 . tor Russet) read a first time. - 

»’ PRINTING COMMITTEE. 

_ - Motion (by Senator N seat agreed 
10-— 


Ba) That the report from the Printing Com- 
- mittee, presented to the Senate on 22nd April, 
ee 1920, be adopted. = 


ie : PAPER. 
- The following paper was presented :— 


Customs Act—Regulations cat i eh aed 
tory Rules 1920, No. 50, No. 55. 


Ps: §  AUSTRALIAN= IMPERIAL FORGE 
CANTEENS. FUNDS BILL. 

~ Report adopted. 

“Standing and Sessional Orders 


age pended, and Bill read a third time. 






sus- 
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IMMIGRATION BILL. Ae 
SEconD READING, Ve 


Debate resumed from 25th March — 
(vide page 788), on motion by Senator 
RussELL— Pave 


That this Bill Ke now read a second time. hah 

Senator GARDINER (New South — 
Wales) [11.10].—I intend to speak very — 
ibrielly on’this Bill, which to me is most — 
objectionable. We have gone through a — 
period of five years of war legislation, and _ 
under this Bill it is proposed to continue — 
Peace has been declared — 
amongst most of the nations of the world, 
except, apparently, so far as the Aus- © 
tralian Government is coneerned. ‘This — 
Bill embodies the worst features of the 
legislation by regulation which was carried — 
on by this Government during war time, © 
There is one clause of the measure under — 
which the Government propose to prohibit — 
the.immigration into the Commonwenlts 
of — 


Any anarchist or person who advocates 


the overthrow by force or violence of the estab- 


lished government of the Commonwealth, or 
of any State, or of any other civilized country. — 
Let us consider what would have been the 
effect of the operation of such a provision — 
in other countries in the past. 14 would — 
have excluded from’ England a man like 


‘Cromwell, who did work for which those — 


who love the liberty of their country bless — 
his name. It would have excluded from — 
America a man like Washington, whose — 
name is blessed the world over, because. he — 
persisted in overthrowing a” Government — 
It would have excluded from — 
the countries in which they lived al-those _ 
people who were responsible for the-great — 
revolutions which have done so much for — 
the human race. That is sufficient te sum — 
up the opvosition with which measures of 
this kind should be met. Ki 

What is an ‘‘anarchist’’? The man 
who is called an anarchist to-day is re- | 
cognised as a statesman to-morrow. I 
refer honorable senators to the his- — 
tory of New South Wales and the action 
taken by Sir Henry. Parkes, who — 
told the British Government, that a they _ 
did not cease to send convicts to New 
South Wales the people would throw them — 
back into the harbor. The newspapers: : 
next morning branded him as the “arch- — 
anarchist Parkes.” Again, when the — 
Chinese Immigration Restrietion Act was — 
passed, and the Secretary of State for the — 












— 
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~Colonies—I think, Lord Knutsford— 
wrote to Sir Henry Parkes to say that the 
Act was not in accordance with British 
treaties, his reply was one that should be 
remembered by all. He said, “ Then let 
the British Government alter their 
treaties or Australia will make its own.” 


Under this Bill a man may be dubbed 
an anarchist because he has principles and 
the courage to make them known, and 

may be prevented from landing in Aus- 
tralia. I say let the Government: try to 
prevent it. Whether the Government try 
to stop that kind of thing going on or not, 
Governments will be overturned in Aus: 
_ tralia before very long. The present Go- 
vernment are sowing the seeds of the force 
that will overturn Governments as at pre- 
sent constituted. We are within easy dis- 
tance of a republican form of govern- 
ment in Australia. Honorable senators 
opposite may not notice the trend of 
events, and the effect of this repressive 
legislation to do by force what it should 
be left to the common sense of the com- 
munity to do. This kind of legislation, 
and I am very glad to see it, is bringing 
us within measurable distance of the time 
when Australia will be governed by 
_ Australians elected as the people. of this 
- country desire. 


I have been continually pointing this 
out. I am continually warning the Go- 
vernment and raising my voice against the 
vetty pin-pricking legislation which is ir- 
ritating every one. I say that we are 
within easy reach of a republican form 
of government in Australia. Honorable 
senators opposite may think that that is 
_ an astounding statement to make, but re- 
pressive-legislation of this kind, and such 
as the War Precautions Act, has done 
more than anything else to weaken the 
desire of the Australian people for a 
system of government based on law and 
order. I know that honorable sena- 
tors. opposite will say that I was 
a member of the Government which 
introduced the War Precautions Act. 
‘That is so, but, I never dreamed that that 
measure would be used as it has been. The 

_ power to legislate by regulation was exer- 
_cised in a way in which it never should 
have been exercised, and it irritated the 
_ whole community. Here is a Bill under 
_ which the Government, losing the grip of 
_ their power to levislate by regulation, are 
going to decide who is an anarchist. 


f _ Imagine some well-known representative 


4 Senator Gardiner, 


‘people cannot turn out even the most rot- 


of Labour—a man, fr nel tke 


Phillip Snowden—coming to this country. 


The Government decide that he is an 
anarchist : ; 

Senator Russeut.—It would not be | 
sufficient to declare him an anarchist; it 
would be necessary to prove that he was in 
favour of using force. 

Senator GARDINER. hey would i 
regarded as proof? I was one of those 
who assumed that the War Precautions 
Act was a piece of emergency legislation Me 
to be used to protect Australia against its 
enemies. I have lived to see it used for 
the purpose of suppressing Australian | 
sentiment. or six years we have hada 
Government that, during war, used the — 
War Precautions "Act, deliberately passed — 
by this Parliament for the protection of 
Australian interests against the Empire’s _ 
enemies, in a manner, calculated to do in; 
jury to our people. In fact, they used it 
to rob the Australian producers, so there 
can be no concessions to a Government ~~ 
capable of governing Australia on those 
lines. The brightest pages in the history 
of the human race have been written by a 
those men, some of them termed revolu- 
tionaries, who dared to stand up on behalf — 
of the people against the tyranny of con- 
stituted authority. And so it will be 
always. In every country where progres- 
sive thought holds sway, the old-forms of 
government must decay. We are living ~ 
in a time of decaying systems of govern- — 
ment, some of which are rotten to the 
core; and an intelligent Democracy, if — 
called upon, will not fail to use force to 
crumple them up. 4 

Senator Gururm—What aha “the: 
conditions in Russia? i 

Senator GARDINER.—The peoples 
there had to use force to remove the ald 
Russian Government. 

Senator Sxannon.—Their ae state ‘ 
is worse than their first. 

' Senator GARDINER.—N othing doula i 
have been worse than the conditions of the 
Russian people under Ozardom; but a 

























ten form of government without force, ae, 
and doing things which, in normal times, 
ordinary men and women would shudder ea 
at. But, unless | am» mistaken in my — 
view, Russia 3 is about to lead the world in | 
making the conditions of life better than 
they have ever been before. The he 4 oe 
Decoy in that conn was a re 
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not of the revolution, but of the counter- 
revolution in the interests of the old sys- 
tem of government, and with the object of 
putting the Czar on the throne again. 
Mr. Bullitt, an American Commissioner, 
whom I have already quoted in this 
Senate, has said that in the first two years 
of the revolution the revolutionary Go: 
~vernment were doing all they could to 
uplift the masses. 
Senator . FarrBarrn They had a 
strange way of doing it. 


Senator GARDINER._It may have 
appeared strange, but drastic action had 
to be taken to rid the people of the old 
rotten system of government; but in the 
first two years the new Government were 
moving in’ the right direction, for 
we have it on the authority of Mr. 
Bullitt that schools were established 
in the palaces of the wealthy, and 
education was being brought to the 
workers and their children. It can- 
not be expected, of course, that an ideal 
nation can be built up in two years,’ but a 
very good idea of the future may be gained 
if we see the builders at work, and know 
that they are travelling the proper road, 


taking, as in the case of Russia, the chil- 


dren first. Mr. Bullitt has told us that 
all the best of the food was being reserved 
for the Russian children. It must be re- 
membered that the Allied blockade had 
made food very scarce in Russia, and the 
- American Commissioner ‘stated that a 
prominent revolutionary had declared he 
would gladly starve another year for the 
revolution, because the next generation 
would benefit. Can honorable senators 
say that any man would be guilty of 4 
_ ‘crime in trying to overturn such a system 
- of government as existed in Russia for so 
many years? 

- Senator Rowxrt.—Did you ,read_ the 
statement made by Colonel Ward, one oi 


- the members of the House of Commons, . 


about the conditions in Russia? 


Senator GARDINER.—No, but I shall 
be pleased if the honorable senator will 


ay put that evidence on record. I am put- 


ting the side which I have read, and quot- 
ing what I regard as an impartial autho- 
rity. If any other honorable senator has 
‘a more impartial authority, then [ shall 
_ be glad to have the evidence. My point 
is that under this Bill any Russian who 

_ participated in the overthrow of the old 





_ this plainly. 


—jican 


Russian form of government will be pre- 
vented from entering the Commonwealth, 
and among those who took part in that 
revolution are numbered some of the most — 
brilliant students of the Russian universi- 
We have to give this matter very 
serious thought in Australia, for we have _ 


ties. 
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Ministers ‘in power who imagine that — 


they can go on flouting the people, faking _ 
elections, and calling it government. Aus-_ 

I warn the ~ 
Government that restrictive legislation of 
I tell them — 


tralia has got tired of it. 


this nature leads to disaster. 
We have had in this coun- 
try many distinguished men with their 


own ideas as to the true form of an Aus- 
Dunmore 


tralian government. John 
Lang, for instance, had no hesitation in 
expressing his appreciation of the repub- 
system. No _ level-headed, 


clusion. 


fair- © 
minded man can come to any other con- 


Senator Russrenu.—This Bill will noe ee 


prevent the entry of any man who favours © 


a republican form of government, 


Senator GARDINER.—It will prevent 
the entry of men who took part in the 
overthrow of the Russian Government. 

Senator Russetu.—By force. 
surely the honorable senator is not com- 
paring the conditions in Australia with 
those of Russia. 


But | 


Senator GARDINER.—I am endea- 


vouring to show that the Government are 
introducing Russian conditions here, and _ 
I tell the Minister tnat all legislation. ' 
that interferes with the liberty of the | 
people will have my strongest opposition. 


Senator Russriu.—The people of Aus- — 


tralia, 


in the franchise, possess a more 


effective weapon than is in the hands of 
the Russian people, even after the use of ue 


force there. 


Senator GARDINER.—But when that 
weapon has been taken away from them _ 
by fraud, they may be driven to force, 
Personally, I never favour force, not be- 


cause it is not necessary at times, but be-_ 
cause I realize that any case resting ex- 
clusively on force is doomed. Force can — 
only be employed effectively when behind — 
it is the moral support of the majority of 
Bill to restrict the — 
liberty of the people is repugnant to their 

The Prime Minister of © 


the nation. This 


sense of justice. 
Great Britain (Mr. Lloyd George) has ad- 
mitted that since the war thought in. Eng- — 


land has at times been in the direction of 


PevOl Hon . 


in rae 


“ust 
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Senuage Sit ANNON, LDS you ‘not think 
Pine the kind of speech you are now 
_ making will encourage it? 

Senator GARDINER.—1 hope it will, 
because, so far as I am concerned, I have 
nothing to fear. Measures like that now 

- under consideration do not make for free- 

dom ; they breed revoltition. 
bion of liberty. does not turn people’s 

- thoughts towards 

their liberties are being restricted, when 

they sare harassed and annoyed, it ig in- 
evitable that their thoughts should turn 

im that directiow: The:‘@overnment want 

revenue. And what are they doing? 

They tax the working classes in the name 

of Protection. They pass an Income Tax 

Bill, and say that a married man shall 

_ be exempt from certain payments in pro- 
portion to the number of children he has 

to maintam; but im their Protective 

Tariff they say to the married man that 

his tax shall be high in proportion to the 

~ number of members in his family. : 


The PRESIDENT (Senator the Hon. 

T. Givens)—Order! The honorable 

_ senator is not entitled to discuss the Tariff 
on this measure. 


Senator GARDIN ER. —J am mer ae | 
using the Tariff as an illustration. Surely. 


IT am allowed to do that? 
manage to interfere with me. 


The PRESIDENT.—I did allow the 
honorable senator to use the Tariff as an 
illustration; but he must not debate the 
Mm arin: 

Senator GARDINER.—If I cannot use 
. the Tariff as an illustration In my own 
| way, [ shall not continue. 


Senator FAIRBAIRN (Victoria) 
[11.27].—I am sorry Senator Gardiner 
. has seen fit to leave the chamber, because 
_ I wanted to draw his attention to one or 
» two points which he appears to have over- 
- looked. . The 
‘ a to prohibit the entry into Australia 
— of — 


You aN 





“Any anarchist or pers gon Who advocates the 
overthrow by force or violence of the established 

- Government of the Commonwealth, or of any 
_ State, or of any other civilized country, or of all 
_ forms of law, or who is opposed to organized 
. government, or who advocates the assassination 
We of public officials, or who advocates or teaches 
- the unlawful destruction of property, or who is 


_ tion which entertains and teaches any of the 


fait 
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revolution, but when 


‘who hoid extreme doctrines, which Sena- 


upheaval there, to return to Russia. If ‘| 


. they have to obey the laws of the land 


Bill .under consideration 
sure as this is necessary. 


_ a member of, or affihated with, any organiza- 


- doctrines etal aes specified in this para-~ 








It is entree veasondhle. to eee a4 
disturbing elements from our community. 
The honorable senator who has retired 
from the chamber is always saying that 
he deplores the use of force, but I think ~ 
his speeches are usually calculated to en- 
courage force, and, if he were here now, J. 
would not mind telling him so. He has 
endeavoured to show that men like Wash- — 
ington would, under. this Bill, be pre- — 
vented from entering the Commonwealth, “a 
because he headed a Foy OLaied which, it is 
now admitted on all sides, was perfectly 
justified. But what are the descendants 

of Washington, and men like him, doing 
to-day in their fight for freedom in the | 
United States of America? What are — 
they doing but sending these disturbing ~ 
elements out of their country into Mexico? ~ 


‘I could quite understand that there would 


be a danger of revoiution in times of peace 

if we attempted to govern this country 

under the War Precautions Act; but we 
have now returned to axproper constitu- g 
tional form of government, in which 
every single man and woman in the Com- 
monwealth above the age of twenty-one 
years has an equal share. That, in my 9 ~ 


‘opinion, is the only possible way of go- 
verning any civilized country. Itisim- 


becile and childish to suggest that people 


tor Gardiner says he so much deplores, 
should be allowed to enter the Common- 
wealth and interfere with our splendid 
system of government. If, as hehas been 
endeavouring to show, the Russian system 
of government is so splendid, then there 

can be no hardship in requiring those 
people, who may have.taken part in the — 





hope the Banate will’ ; pass. the Bul>* a 
People who come to Australia know that 


and abide by majority rule, and in the i ins i: 
terests of good government some such mea- af . e 


Senator FOLL (Queensland) [i1. B11 ee 
I indorse all that Senator Fairbairn has 
said, and I-regret that Senator Gardiner 
has not, remained in the chamber to take 
his gruelling as any other sporting man 
taking part in a debate would have 


done. I think that Senator Fair _ 
bairn struck the right }note when 
he compared the conditions in Aus- 





tralia with those ite One countries, 
une Russia. % 


fi - ad At 
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there have been quite a number of people 


in Australia who have endeavoured to. 


turn the freedom they have been permit- 


ted to enjoy into-licence, and the Govern- 
- ment are therefore fully justified in intro- 


ducing this Bill’ In commenting on Crom- 


‘well and Washington, Senator Gardiner 


- unfortunate one. 


loses sight of the fact that we are now 
living in an age where every adult has a 
voice in the government of the country; 
and his comparison with Russia was a most 
Quite apart from the 
fact that every man or woman in the 
Commonwealth over twenty-one years of 


age has a vote, they also have the oppor- 


tunity, it .they have sufficient sup- 


port, of taking part inthe framing of the 


» senator, 


laws under which they lve. From time 
to time it has been the practice for Sena- 


tor Gardiner to sneer at those who were 


not privileged to be born in* Australia, 
and he has at times referred to those who 
came from Great Britain as imported Im- 
migrants. According to the honorable 
Philip. Snowden and other 
Labour leaders would not ‘have the oppor- 


tunity of entering Australia if this Bill 


became law; but he should rememben that 


. when the two French Labour delegates 


and a 


visited Austraha the people of Austraha, 
ational Government, welcomed 
them with open arms.. The only opposi- 


tion with which they met came from the 
‘trade unionists at.the Trades Hall in 


Sydney, wheres they were howled down 
by these so-called Democrats whom Sena- 


tor Gardiner represents. 


~x 


Senator Sentor.—They came from a 
revolutionized people. — 

Senator FOLL.—Exactly. The Go- 
vernment are to be congratulated on the 
stand they have taken. When we con- 
sider the liberties we enjoy under a popu- 
lar system of government, it is’ ridiculous 
for Senator Gardiner to compare the con- 


- ditions in Russia with those prevailing in 


Australia. | 
Senator SENIOR (South Australia) 
f11.35].—Glancing through the Biull, I fail 
to see any basis for the remarks of Sena- 
tor Gardiner. When he compares Aus- 


tralia. with Russia. and says that the Go- 


. . eB. . \ 
vernment of Australia is rotten, he is in- 


 ferring that ‘the people of Australia, who 
elected the Government, are devoid of 
brains, 


and he. as an’ elector, must 


be included. The. honorable senator, 


who is a believer in majority rule, now ac- 
euses the majority ot not knowing its 


Shae: 
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‘own business, and he has not thought 
‘where his reasoning’ would lead him. He 


must remember that the people of Russia 
are uneducated, whereas in Australia the © 
children have better opportunities of — 
learning than men of to-day possessed — 
fifty years ago. There is an idea: in the ~ 
minds of some people that evils can be . 
remedied only by drastic means; but if 
the world is to move forward and the peo- © 
ple are to progress, it must be by the law 
of evolution, and not .by revolutionary — 
methods, History has not shown a single — 
instances where progress has been made by _ 
leaps and bounds. Every opportunity. 
should be given for the expression of 
thought, and so long:as individuals are 
governed by reason and good judgment, 
legislation of this character cannot be re- 
garded as. repressive. If-we are to give 


- way to. passion, and disregard, the rights — 


of others, and what is best for. the 
world, force must necessarily be employed. 
hat .would not be in the interests 
of Australia and the world generally. 
The proposed legislation has been found 
necessary in’ consequence of our experi- 
ence during the war period, and the Bil] 
has’ my support. . 
Senator RUSSELL (Victoria — Vice , 
President of the Executive Council} | 
[11.40].—I am naturally surprised at the 


statements made by Senator Gardiner, be- — 


cause he gave the impression that the 


Bill would prevent men from hold- — 
ing certain beliefs or supporting 
certain principles. The measure is 
not designed for that purpose, and 


if a hot-headed Tory favoured the sup- 

pression of the working class by military — 
force it would affect him just as niuch ag — 

any one else. J remember the time in 
Australia when the workers were fearful — 
of the fact that military force might be — 
employed to suppress the rights of Demo- 
cracy, and I, for one, would at all times — 
strongly oppose anything of that nature. — 
Supposing, for instance, we had a Go- — 
vernment. establishing Labour. principles, 
and that the chairman of a Chamber 
Commerce advocated the breaking up 
industrial ‘unions, the provisions of» 
measure would apply. Reference h 
been made to Cromwell and Washington : 
but Washington did not use force im the — 
interests of democratic control until 
others had first. done so. The fact that a 

Russian was opposed to the late Czar — 
and his form of government would not — 
prevent him coming to Australia; but 


te 
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there are possibilities of abuses on both 
sides. If, however, such men were to 
come to Australia, and as a result of their 
efforts the community. was likely to suffer, 
the law would have effect. This Bull does 
not in any way interfere with the right of 
any man. to express his beliefs, but such 
a person must not endeavour to secure 
control by force. 

Question resolved in the affirmative. 

Bill read a second time. 

In Committee: 

Clauses 1 and 2 agreed to. 

Clause 3 (Prohibited immigrants). 

Senator SENIOR (South Australia) 
111.46].—As honorable senators have not 
had an opportunity of comparing the 
provisions of the Bill with the original 
Act, I shall be glad if the Minister will 
report progress. 

Progress reported. 

Senate adjourned at 11.47 a.m. 


House of Representatives. 


Friday, 23 April, 1920. 





“Mr. Spraker (Hon. W. Elhot J ohnson) 
took the chair at 11 am., and read 
prayers. 


PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE. 


Motion (by Mr. 
agreed to-— | 
That, in accordance with the provisions of 
the Commonwealth Public Works Committee 
Act, the following members be appointed 
- members of the Parliamentary Standing Com- 
mittee on Public Works, viz.:—Mr. Atkinson, 
Mr. Bamford, Mr. Gregory, Mr. Mackay, Mr. 
Mathews, and Mr. Parker Moloney. 


PUBLIC ACCOUNTS COMMITTEE, 


“Motion (by Mr. Hucuxs), by leave, 
proposed— | 


Huenss), by leave, 







e Committee of Public Accounts Act, the 
wing members be appointed members ay 
e Joint Committee of Public Aecounts, viz. 
Mr. Bayley, Mr. Fenton, Mr. Fleming, Mr. 
wwler, Mr. Prowse, and Mr. West. 
_ Mr, PAGE (Maranoa) [11.2]. —T take 
no exception to the proposed personnel of 
~ the Accounts Committee, but I object to 
_ the giving of only two representatives to 
the Opposition, because of the unfairness 
of the Sabet especially in view of 


That, in accordance with the ‘provisions OL” 


mittee and of three on the ae 
Committee, and I told the “Whip” that 
it would not be fair on this occasion to 


ae 


the fact that our numbers were inereased 
by the last election ne 

Mr. Hvueurs—How many represen: 
tatives had the Opposition before? 
Mr. PAGE.—Three. It is not right to 
reduce our representation. No. matter 
how they may protest, the members of the 
Farmers party constitute only the tail of 
the Ministerial party. | 

Mr. Srewarr.—-Is the honorable mem- 
ber in order in referring to members of 





the party to which I belong as ane tail of 


another party? 
Mr. SPEAKER.—I assume that ihe 


honorable member did not intend to use 
the term offensively, but if it is so re- 
garded, I ask him to withdraw it. ‘ 
Mr. PAGE.—I humbly apologize to. 
the honorable members of the Farmers 
party; J was speaking metaphorically. 
If it will please them better, I shall call 
them fhe “head” of the Ministerial 
party. Had there been ‘a decrease in the 
strength of the Opposition party, I would © 
not have objected to the lessening of its 
representation on this Committee, but we 
have, on the contrary; increased our 
strength. Furthermore, it must not be — 
forgotten that after the 30th June next 
there will be only one Labour senator. 
Mr. 


behalf of the Senate? 
My, PAGE. 


cannot make 





member; but we 
a bus-horse of Senator 


Gardiner, by appointing him to every a 
Gommittes merely to secure representa- 


tion for.the Opposition. 


Mr, Hvewns.—Perhaps, then, it would : 4 
be better to postpone the: consideration ' me 
of the motion, to see whether some ane awe 


standing can the arrived at. 
Mr. 


done. oe 
Motion (by Mr. Howes) proposed— i; 


That the consideration of the motion be 


‘postponed until Wednesday next, 


Mr. TUDOR (Yarra) ru. 8} Chan “ 
the Works Committee and the Accounts 


Committee were first appointed, several 


years ago, the Opposition was given a 
representation of two on the Works Com- 
Accounts 


give us only two members on the Finanos._ 


Hvenes.—What was the Obese } 


sition representation on the Committee on 


PAGE.—I would like that to be 








Pari Discussion. 





Committee. Even without the represen- 


iby _ tatives of the Corner party, the Minis- 


terialists will have a clear majority on the 
Committee, because they will vhave at 
least two Senate representatives. 

Mr. Hueurs.—It must not be forgotten 
that we number thirty-eight, while you 
have only twenty-five members in your 
party. 

Motion agr eed to; debate adjourned, 


VISIT OF THE PRINCE OF WALES. 
AppirionaL Sirrine Day. 


Mr. HUGHES.—On Wednesday next 
I propose to state the intentions of the 
Government regarding the adjournment 
of Parliament during the visit of. the 
Prince of Wales, when I shall suggest that 
between then and the Prince’s visit we 
shall sit on Tuesdays. J make the inti- 
mation now, so that honorable members 
who, during the week end, may be going to 
their homes in other States, may have 
an opportunity to make their arrange- 
ments accordingly. 

Mr. Tunor.—Your proposition will be 
that the House shall sit next Tuesday 
week. i 

Mr. HUGHES.—Yes. 


TARIEE DISCUSSION. 


Mr. HIGGS.—There are some persons 
in Queensland who wish to be in Mel- 
bourne when the Tariff is under discus- 
sion. Therefore, ] ask the Prime Min- 
ister to look at the notice-paper before 
making a statement next Wednesday, so 
that he may then inform the House what 
business he expects to get sorouey before 
the Tariff is discussed. 

Mr. HUGHES.—I shall certainly do 
that. 
sulted with the Leader of the Opposition 
on the subject, and I shall, as soon as 
possible, tell the House what we want to 
get done. 


WAR PRECAUTIONS ACT. 
Mr. GREGORY.—Is it the intention 


of the Government to continue in force 


the provisions of the War Precautions 
- Act, which, according to the wording of 
the "Act itself, are to operate until three 
months after the declaration of peace? 
Is it intended that, the Act shall have 


_ force until three months after peace with 
_ Bulgaria and Turkey has been declared? 
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me, 


I have already informally con- 
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The general understanding was that it 
would cease to have effect three months 
after peace with Germany. was declared. 

Mr. TLUGHES.—-The Act itself fixes 
the time for its determination as the hap- — 
pening of a certain event, which cannot — 
be brought about by honorable members, — 
and certainly not by me. It must re ~ 
main in force until that event has hap- 


pened, or until legislation has been passed 
Whether the Government — 


to amend it. 
will apply its provisions is a different 

question; and it will be for the honorable — 
member to draw attention to any exercise _ 
cf the powers conferred by it to whieh hemi: 
may take exception. a 


ANZAC TWEED INDUSTRY. : 
Dr. MALONEY.—I have given notice — 


of my intention to move the formal ad- . 


journment of the House this morning, - 
but at the desire of the Government, and 
in recognition of the wish .of honorable 
members generally that the Repatriation 
Bill shall be proceeded with, T shall post- 
pone action until Wednes day next, | 
Mr. SPEAKER.—In the letter which 
the honorable member has addressed to 
giving notice of his intention to move 
the formal adjournment of the House, he — 
speaks of his desire to discuss a definite i 
matter “of urgent public importance.” — 
If action upon “this matter can be post- 
poned from day to day, some doubt may 
be thrown upon the urgency of it. Ne 
. Dr.) Maronny.—l: think that theveons,” 
sideration of the Repatriation Bill is the — 
more urgent matter of the two. | 


ANZAC DAY. 


Mr. PROWSE.—I do | not ‘know 
whether I shall be perfectly in order in 
what I am about to say, or whether I may 
not be anticipating the remarks of the | 
Prime Minister, but I wish to draw at- — 
tention to the fact that to-day there is — 
being celebrated in Melbourne the landing — 
of Australian troops on Gallipoli. J 
should like the Prime Minister. to make — 
some statement in recognition of that © 
fact. As Parlhament is sitting, members — 
cannot join in the general celebrations ae 
taking place clea eres a 

Mr. HUGHES.—The anniversary a 
the day on which Australian troops — 
landed on Gallipoli is commemorated by | 
the Commonwealth by the making of it ie 
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falls this year on the day appointed for 


the eight hours’ celebration, and as it was 


a thought that the clashing of the two fes- 
~ tivals might not conduce to harmony, and 


| would not give the public a proper op- 


portunity to express their appreciation 
of the deeds of the Anzacs, it was ar- 
ranged to celebrate the landing to-day 
instead of next Monday. 

Mr. SPEAKER.—It has been pri- 
vately suggested to me by the honorable 
member for Melbourne (Dr. Maloney) 
that we might pay our tribute of respect 
to the memory of the heroes who fell at 
Gallipoli by rising and remaining silent 
for the space of one minute. I had anti- 
cipated that the Leader of the House 
would perhaps have asked leave to move 

a motion. I will, however, ask honor- 
able members to stand silent in their 
places for a few moments as a.tribute to 

the memory of the gallant heroes who fell 

-at Gallipoli, and as a mark of honour and 


' respect to those who still survive that 


_ memorable landing. 

_ Honorable members rose and remained 
standing accordingly. 

| Mr. RILEY.—In New South Wales 
_ Anzac Day is to be celebrated on Mon- 
day. ’ The master retailers have decided 
to keep their premises open on that day, 
and to ignore the celebrations. Has this 
Parliament or Government any power to 
_ say that they shall not be permitted to do 
3 as ae intend upon the holiday? 

" Mr. 


HUGHES —I do not know whe- 
_ ther we have. I shall look into the 
matter. . 


POST AND TELEGRAPH “ 
e DEPARTMENT.» 
Axttowance Post Orricns. 


Mer JOWETT: (for Dr. Eartr Pacr) 
- asked the Postmaster-General, upon 
nolice— 7 Wa a 

: How many keepers of allowance post offices 
_ have signified their intention of resigning, or 
| have resigned, 
January, 19202 


Mr. WISE.—The answer to the hon- 
orable member’s question is as follows :— 


_ Ywo -bundred and fifty-seven. The greater 
proportion of the resignations was due to the 
ecupants of the positions leaving the district 
nd to transfers of businesses in conjunction 
ith which.the post offices are conducted. 
The total number of non-official offices in the 
mmonwealth is 7,233. 














their positions since the 1st 


‘ public Coles In Victoria, however, it 





Post and Leveph [REPRESENTATIVES i Department 





Mr. WISE. OOK 15th. ‘Mpa ee Syl 
orable member for Eden- Monaro. (CMa. 
Austin Chapman) asked— 


l. Is it a fact that the Deputy Posat: 


master-General for New South Wales has, in- | 


timated his intention of closing some of ‘the 
post offices in country centres in . that State, on 
the plea that those at present in charge are 
declining to continue the work at the low 
salaries offered? 

2. Does he approve of this action? 


I furnished an interim reply on that occa- 
sion, and am now able to he the fol- 
lowing detailed answers :— 

1. Yes. 


2. Payment. for eontrot of an allowance office 
is based on the volume of business transacted. 


— 


In some cases demands are made for ‘payment — 
in excess of that justified, and in’ such event — 


the persons interested are asked to assist the 


Department in obtaining the services of a suit- 
able person at the justified rate of payment. 


During the past two years thirteen such re- 


quests were made by the Deputy Postmaster- 
General of New South Wales, but it was. neces- 
sary only in one case to finally close the office. 


NAVAL RADIO SERVICE. 
Mr. MAKIN asked the Prime Minis- 
ter, upon notice-— - : 


Seeing that the members of the Nav al Radio 
Service are not to receive the war gratuity, 


although they were engaged on important de- 
is it > 


fence work in Australia. during the war, 
the intention of the Gowernment to grant them 
a war bonus, the same as received by. other 
Commonwealth Government servants? 


Mr. HUGHES.—The pay of the N aval : 
Radio Service was fixed on 1st July, : 
1916, and was revised on Ist July, 1918, 


and again on Ist July, 1919, having re- 
gard to the increased cost of living. In 
these circumstances it 18 not the intention 


of the Government to grant a war bonus. | 


SUB-COLLEOCTOR: OF CUSTOMS, 
BROKEN HILL. 


Mr. BLUNDELL asked the winiae ae 


for Trade and Customs, wpon notice— 


1, Is it a fact, that the Sub-Collector ab) | 
Broken Hill was classified as a 3rd Class Sub- 


Collector in the year 1907? 


2. Wias the minimum salary for a sub-col- | 


lector fixed by the classification at £380 per 
annum in the year 1907? 


3. Tf so, was Alexander David Henry ap- ; 


pointed or transferred to the office of Sub- 


per annum, which was £45 below the minimum 
salary fixed for such office ? 


4. Is it a fact. that for a period of six. ceare an 


' Collector at Broken Hill in the year 1907, and — 
paid by the Commonwealth the salary of "£335- 


Mi 
‘ 


and ten months Alexander David Henry was ae 


" 
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_ Senior Cadet Whines. 


ee 





ee paid by the Gane oniaadth the minimum 
salary fixed for the offige of a 3rd Class Sub- 
Collector ? 


Mr. GREENE. bay information is 
. being obtained. 


SENIOR CADET TRAINEES, 


Mr. MAKIN’asked the Minister repre- 
senting the Minister for Defence, Upon 
notice 

Whether there is any, travelling allowance 


made or are railway. tickets provided for 
~ youths who have to attend compulsory drills? 


Sir GRANVIELE RYRIE—It is 
presumed that the above question refers 
to trainees of Senior Cadet age. Rail- 
way tickets are not issued, nor are any 
allowances made, except in the case of 
Senior Cadets proceeding to rifle ranges 
for the purpose of musketry, when rail 
_tiekets are issued. Attendancé at ordi- 
nary parades does not, in the great ma- 
_gonity” of cases, involve any travelling. 


“EXPORT OF SUPERPHOSPHATES. 


Ua 


Mr. FENTON asked the ‘Minister for 
Trade and Customs, upon notice— — 


1. Whether it is true, as reported, that he 
has decided to allow the export of surplus 


superphosphates from Australia to New Zea- 
land ?' % J 
2. If so, have Australian ‘users of this fer- 


tilizer been secured against any rise in prices? 
3. What quantities. has the EEL allowed. 
to be exported? 


Mr. GREENE. the answers to the 
“honorable member’s eta are as ae 
low :— 


1. The supplies of diperthiebtate are de- 
pendent upon the amount of phosphate rock 
imported. , The Government have kept a very 
careful check upon supplies, and export of 
superphosphate has been prohibited until. we 
are assured that Australian requirements are 
being fully provided for. The Government: of 
New Zealand, for some months past, have been 
pressing us to permit the export of super- 
phosphate to that country, as their stocks were 
completely exhausted, and they depend upon 
Australia for supplies... We are now permit- 
ting a limited quantity to go to New Zealand, 
_ but it is impossible to say what quantity will 
be exported, as it depends upon the consump-: 
tion in Australia and the quantity. of phos- 
phate rock imported. Up to the present, per- 


mits have been granted for 900 tons. 


are, 


2. Owing to. the proposals of the Govern- 
ment to vest the necessary powers in this Par- 
liament having been defeated at the recent 
referendum, the power to fix Cae is in the 


/ hands of the States. 


_ 3. See answer to No. 1. 
; ane 


fas “Aprit, , 1020, 


- of the tax, 


Taxation. 
TAXATION. 


Revenve rrom ABSENTEES AND* 
Companres—Torarisator 


surer, upon notece— 


vw 


1, What is the total amount of revenue re~ 
companies: — 


ceived. from ‘absentees and from 
under land taxation? 


2. What is the total amount of revenue. res 


ceived from absentees and companies regis— 
tered outside “Australia under income. taxa- 
tion? 


Sir JOSEPH COOK.—The answers: 


to the honorable member’s qpesicay are: 


as follow — 


_1. The total received from absentees for the 


years 1910-11 to 1918-19 inelusive is £515 ay {hi bea 


Separate statistics are not compiled ;in re- 
spect of land tax paid by companies. — ’ 

2. The total received from absentees for the 
years 1915-16 to . 1918-19 inclusive 
£1,172,961. The information is not available 


in respect of companies: registered outside Aus 
tralia. . 


Mr. ATKINSON ae Mr. Jackson) 
asked the Acting Treasurer, 
notice— 


1. Whether his attention has been drawn ¢@ 
the notice in the press, on the 21st April, re- 


garding the imposition of a tax of 13 per cent..° 


on totalisator moneys available for dividends # 

2. Does the Government regard totalisator 
investments ‘AS a lottery in the same manner 
as Tattersall’s tickets? 

3.°Is the imposition constitutional? 

4. If so, will the Government. brmg in a 


Bill to compel all racing clubs in Australizs 
“to install a totalisator service ? 


5. If not, does the Government intend to tax: 
betting tickets in the same proportion, so that 
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iss 


Divipenps. 


Mr. WEST asked the Acting Trea— 


UP 


all persons investing money on races will be: 


placed on the same “footing? 


6. Whether, in view of the allegegl unfairness: : 
of the impost as proposed, the Government wilk — 


delay the date of commencement of collection. 


mir 


as follow :-— ‘ a 
wi. Yes: 


2. The Commissioner of Taxation has decided! ‘ 


that totalisator investments are a _ lottery 


within the meaning of section a of the Income: — 


Tax Act 1919. 
ou: Ves: 


4, The Commonwealth an not. the neces- 


sary power. 


5 and 6. The Government will consider these 


matters. 


so that honorable members may’ 
have an opportunity of discussing the matter? ie 


JOSEPH COOK The answera | 


to the honorable member’s questions are 
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Coal Supplies. _ 


AUSTRALIAN IMPERIAL FORCE. 
“Memoriats To Facen. 


Mr. RYAN asked the Minister repre- 

senting the Minister for Defence, wpon 
notice— 
1. Whether it is the intention of the Govern- 
ment to use Australian marble in the erection 
overseas of memorials to .Australian fallen 
soldiers ? 

2, Will the material used in the erection of 
such memorials be all Australian? 

_.38. Will the workmen employed in the work 
of. erection of such memorials be Australians? 

Sir GRANVILLE RYRIEW—\The 
question of the erection of memorials to 
commemorate the deeds of the Austra- 
lian Imperial Force is bemg considered 
by the Government, and it is hoped to 
make an announcement at an early date. 
The , construction of the divisional 
memorials was, however, taken in hand 
whilst the troops were still in France, it 
being the desire of members of the Aus- 
tralian Imperial Foree to take part in 
the actual work. | 


TANUNDA CLUB. 
Mr. GABB asked the Prime Minister, 


upon notice— 


1. Whether he intends to inform the House 


what are the reasons for the Government’s re- 


fusal to allow the Tanunda Club to re-open? 
2. If so, what are they? 


Mr. HUGHES.—I would ror the 
honorable member to my reply to a 
similar question asked by him yesterday. 


COAL SUPPLIES, 9 


DistTRIBUTION IN VICTORIA. 


Mr. CHANTER asked the 
Minister, wpon notice— | 
1. Does the Federal Government still control 


Prime 


the receipt and distribution of coal supplies . 


to ae residents of Victoria? 
If so, is it a fact that the uation of 
a is confined only to those controlling pub- 
lie utilities and manufacturing industries? 
3.JIs it a fact that retail fuel dealers are 


complaining that they cannot obtain coal sup- 
plies for the use of private householders? 


A Sa, Is it a fact that some dealers who have 
stocks of coal in hand state that. the autho- 


‘yities will not allow them to supply it to house- 
holders? 


5. If the rationing of coal is. to continue, 


will the Prime Minister make arrangements 


by which private householders may obtain coal, 
seeing that supplies to them are claimed to be 
| equally. ‘as necessary and meritorious as are 

those to manufacturing and other Lene econ 


| 
a 


(REPRESENTATIVES, a) War Service Homes. 


~ Mr. 
honorable member’ Ss *questions: are as fol- 
low = Bei a 

112) 3; and 4 Yes, | i) 

5. The ‘matter will receive the consideration 
of the Government. | - ‘ 


AGRICULTURAL DEPARTMENT | 
EMPLOYEES, , 


Mr. FENTON (for Mr. 


toms, upon notice— 


Are the employees of the Produce Beane of 
the Agricultural Department in. Victoria em- 
ployed and paid by the Commonwealth Go- 
vernment, or are they partly employed and 
paid by ‘the Commonwealth Government and 
the State Government of Victoria? 


Mr. GREENE.—The exiployees of the 


Produce Branch of the Agricultural De- 
partment of Victoria are employed and 
The Commonwealth, 
however, reimburses the State a portion 


paid by the State. - 


of these officers’ salaries if respect of 


HUGHES. The answers to the 


ANSTEY) 
asked the Minister. for Trade and Cus: 





- 


work performed in connexien with the : 


administration of the 
Quarantine Acts. 


WAR SERVICE HOMES. 


OPERATIONS OF COMMONWEALTH Bank. 


Commerce and | 


Mr. POYNTON.—On the 31st March, — 


the honorable member for Capricornia 
(Mr. Higgs) asked— | 


1: On what date did the 


wealth War Service.Homes Act? _ 
2°On what date did the Commonwealth 


Bank commence to build war service homes? iNeed 
Commonwealth 


3. On what date did the. 


| Commonwealth 
Bank agree with the Minister for Repatriation — 
to administer certain sections of the Common- 





Bank have the ne war service home com- | 


pleted? 
4. How many war service homes haye ‘been 


built to date under agreement with the Com- q ; 


‘monwealth Bank? 


5. What is the average size and cost of waa , 
service homes built by the Commonwealth | 


Bank? 


x 


I am now able to supply the following ' 


particulars :— 


1. 27th June, 1919, . 
tween the War* Service Homes Commissioner, 
not the Minister, as stated, and the Governor 
ofthe | Cominonwealth Bank. 

2. 20th July, 1919. 

RO AEG me August, 1919; 

4. To Ist April, 
constructed by the Common ealth Bank. 
5. Brick dwellings—Three rooms 
kitchen, laundry, bath room, and offices. 


The agreement is be- 


1920, 296 homes had been 


Bees PM 
Theos 






Australian Soldiers’ 


‘average floor space is 1,107 square feet. Cost 
of dwelling—£670 10s. Wooden dwellings— 
_ Three rooms and kitchen, laundry, bath room, 
and offices. ‘The average floor space is 1,179 
square feet. Cost of dwelling —£552. a 


CEN TRAL WOOL COMMITTEE. 
Sate or Ciips. 


Mr. 
honorable member for Echuca (Mr. Hill) 
asked the following questions :— — 


1. Whether the Prime Minister will lay on 
the table of the House copies of the agreements 
of sale of the 1917-18, 1918-19, and 1919-20 
wool clips between the Central Wool Com- 
mittee and the Imperial Government? 

2. Will the Prime Minister also inform the 
House— 


(a) The nature and personnel of the re- 
presentation of the Central Wool 
Committee in England with respect 
to resales of wool by the Imperial 
authorities? ‘ 3 

(b) The quantity of wool re-sold, the 
amount received from re-sales with 
respect to each clip, showing— (a) 
the Imperial Government’s “quota, 

.and (6) the Central Wool Commit- 
tee’s quota on behalf of the Austra- 
‘ lian wool-growers 4% 

(c) What amount of money has the Cen- 

tral Wool Committee in hand from 


re-sales of wool and otherwise for . 


disbursement amongst the Austra- 
lian wool-growers; when is the next 
disbursement likely to be made; and, 
approximately, the total amount and 
the amount per cent. to the indivi- 
dual growers? 


I am now able to furnish the following 
information :— 


1. In reply to a question by the idorante 
member for Wannon (Mr. Rodgers) yesterday, 
I laid on the table copy of cablegrams consti- 
tuting the contract between the Imperial and 
Commonwealth Governments in regard to the 
purchase of the Australian wool clips hee 17, 
1917-18, 1918-19, and 1919-20. © 

2.1 now lay on the table the ienindar of 
the information desired by the honorable mem- 
ber for Echuca. 


PAPERS. 
The following papers 
sented :— 
Customs Act—Regulations tinhided Statu: 
tory Rules 1920, Nos. 50, 55. 
Wool Clips—Letter of Sir J. M. Higgins, 
Chairman of the Central Wool Committee, 


dated 10th March, 1920, respecting the 
cablegrams, &c., constituting the contract 


were cae 


i «between the Imperial and the Common- 


wealth Governments regarding the pur- 
chase of Australian Wool Clips, and other 
matters connected therewith. 
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HUGHES.—On 3rd March, the 


Repatriation Bill. 1491 
AUSTRALIAN SOLDIERS? 
REPATRIATION BILL. 


In Committee (Consideration resumed 
from 22nd April, vide page 1478): ist 
Clause 24— Amendment withdrawn 
and clause agreed to. ; 
Clause 25 agreed to. 

Clause 26— 


1, Each Board shall be charged with the 
duties of— 


(a) determining whether the death or in- | 

capacity of a member of the Forces 

_in fact resulted from an occurrence 

happening during the period he was — 

a member of the Forces, and in the 

ease of incapacity the "nature and 
extent thereof; 


(0) determining whether the death or in- 
capacity of a person enlisted or ap- 
pointed for active service in  con- 
_ mexion with naval or military pre- — 
paration or operations in fact re- 
sulted from his employment in 
connexion with those preparations or 
operations ; 


Mr. HECTOR LAMOND (Illawarra) 
[11.29].—I desire to raise a question 
with respect to the phrase, “in fact re- 
sulted from an occurrence happening 
during the period he was a member of the 
Forces.” I would like to see some more 
accurate description of the ground upon 
which soldiers may be entitled to pen- 
sions and benefits. Every honorable 
member must have received scores of re- 
fusals from the Department to deal with — 
cases of merit merely because the injury — 
to the party concerned was stated not to 
have resulted from warlike operations. — 
With respect to this Bill, while the 
phraseology is a little different from that 
in the original Act, it appears that the 
interpretations of the officials will be 
much the same. There are many men — 
who were accepted for service abroad, and — 
who were apparently in fit condition, 


Under the strain of war service, how- 


ever, disabilities developed, and, upon — 
their return to Australia, they were un- — 
able to earn a living, or to earn as good — 
a living as before their departure for — 
the Front. In stating their case for re- 
lief, they are now met by the medical — 
report that the injury or complaint which 
has developed is not due to, warlike — 
operations. The wording of the clause 
before us seems to make it much more — 
difficult for them to obtain relief. 


} 
/ 
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Ma Groom. “the provision in the 
_@lause is much wider than the wording of 
the Act. 

Mr. HECTOR LAMOND. The clause 
provides that a member of the Forces 
aust put his finger on an occurrence 
which happened during the period of his 
service in the Australian Imperial Farce 
as something which has resulted in his 
‘present incapacity. But how can.a man 
whose affection or disease has actually de- 
veloped during his period of service with 
the Australian Imperial Force put: his 

Hinge? on. any occurrence dur ing ‘that 
“period of service as being such as to lead 
to the gradual growth’ ‘of ‘his ‘infirmity ? 
a way ought to be made easy for relief 
"Xo be obtained by any member of the Aus- 
tralian Imperial Force who has come back 
imeapacitated because of the conditions 
-aamder which he has laboured during his 
weriod of service. 


My. GROOM (Darling Downs ie 
ister for Works and Railways) [11.382 |— 
‘The existing Act provides for “relief 
being given where the incapacity or 
death of a omember of the | Aus- 
‘trahan Imperial Force ‘has resulted 
from his employment in connexion 
- with warlike operations; but on occasions 
--ateath or incapacity has been brought 
 abont, not as the result of anything in con- 
- dyexion with warlike operations, but as the 
_ result of happenings during the term of 
his period of employment. The wording 
_ of the clause is expressly intended to cover 
- oceurrences not necessarily in connexion 
with warlike operations. It really ex- 
_ tends the provision in the Act. It will 
_emable a pension to be granted in cases 
which the Act does not cover. Assistance 
is i6 be given where the death or in- 
eapacity of a member of the Australian 
Imperial Force has resulted from an oc- 
 eurrence happening during the period 
q when he was a member of the Forces. 
b “Mr. GREGORY (Dampier). [11.34].— 
‘It is purely a matter of administration, 
“but while we are discussing a provision of 
‘this nature it is weil to let those who are 
Hkely to administer it gain some idea as 
| te what Parliament desires. I had before 
fF amy notice some time ago the case of a 
“miner who, before enlisting, was quite cap- 
‘able of following his employment, but 
| after spending a couple of years in the 














' tralia absolutely crippled with rheu- 


| ‘trenches in France, -he returned to Aus- ~ 
able to get fair Vasile 


matism. ‘The Paniaae Deke ide-! 
clined to give him any pension, on the 
ground that he had suffered from rheu- 
metism before enlisting. That was an 
administrative act, and I do not see how 
we can make the Statute clearer, because: 
the determining factor in every case must 
be the Board; but.in this instance I had _ 
to do that to which I always’take particu- 
lar objection—I had to bring the matter 
under the attention of the Pensions De-— 
partment, and point out that surely this 
man’s incapacity must have resulted from 


_his employment in connexion with warlike ~ 


operations. Owing to my representations, : 
he received a smali pension. However, — 


_that is not the way in which thee Act ; 


should be administer ed, 


‘Mr. Warxrns.—Once a medical offen 
has passed a man into the Forces, and cer- 
tified that he is fit to go to the Front, 
should not the military authorities as- 
sume every responsibility for him? 

Mr. GREGORY.—But we must leave 
a certain amount of -discretion to the 
Board. I do not see how the wording of °— 
the clause can be altered with advantage, 
because we may throw upon the Board the _ 
onus of granting pensions to nen 
persons. However, it should be aware of | 
the fact that Parliament desires this pros 
vision to be dealt with, not harshly, bun 
humanely and sensibly. — 

Mr. TUDOR (Yarra) [11.36].—1I pre 
fer the clause in the Bill to the provision | 
in the Act, because it gives the Board 
greater discretion. Members of the Forces . 


have lost their lives or become incapaci- 


tated, not actually as the result of warlike 
operations, but through accident. One ~— 
man who was invalided home formed one 
of a party which left one of our base — 
hospitals for a trip to Ringwood, but, 
owing to his incapacity, he wandered away — : 
from the others, and, as a result, met with 
his death. “His widow was, not. able to 
obtain any relief from the ‘Repatriation | 
Board. Soldiers should not be put in the — 
position of having to secure the services one! 
members of Parliament to voice their 
claims for pensions. . I know that. quite 
a number of them are quite able to push — 
their own claims, but others are » more, diffi- 
dent, and we ought not to allow them to 


} suffer on that account. I shall always vote 


for any amendment of this provision that ” 
will place all men in the position of Beng) He ee 


> 
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Mr. HILL (Kchuea) [11.38]—Quite 
recently a returned soldier repatriated on 
‘It can be 
proved that he was suffering at the time 
from the effects of his experience at the 
Frent, but there is no provision in our 
legislation for giving assistance to his 
widow and family. Will the clause pro- 


. vide. that relief? > | 


Mr. GROOM (Darling Downs—Min- 
ister for Works and Railways) [11.39]. 
Apparently it is one of those cases. in 





which the Board may exercise its disere- 


tion. The honorable member refers to 


the case of a man who has received such 
injury resulting from an occurrence hap- 


pening during the war as to destroy. the 
balance of bee judgment, and after his dis- 
charge from the. Forees has committed 
suicide. I would not lke to say 
that such a case is definitely excluded 
from. the provisions of the existing 


Act. ‘Once a member of the Austra- 


lian Imperial Force has been discharged, 


_he carries only the rights of an ordinary 
but the general intention is to 


elvilian; 
grant relief in regard to occurrences hap- 
pening during the period of the war. I 
shall submit the point raised by the hon- 
orable member for the consideration of 
the Minister for Repatriation ps a 
Millen). 
Mr. HECTOR LAMOND 
{11.41].—I move— 

That in sub-clause 1, paragraph a, the words, 
“in fact resulted from. an occurrence happening 
during the period he was”, be left out, with a 


view 4 insert in lieu the words * “resulted from 
his employment as’ 


If this siaerchnene is agreed to, each Board 


x lawarra) 


‘will be charged with the duties of deter- 
-. mining whether the death or. incapacity 


of a member of the Forces resulted from 
his employment as a member of the 
Forees. I think the Government should 
assume responsibility for any injury 
which is suffered by a soldier through hav- 


- ing enlisted, and that the competent Board 
which has power to investigate all cases 


should be able to deal with them on their 
merits. The clause as it stands does not 


~ eover the numerous eases of men who have 


been turned adrift unable to earn a liveli- 
hood, and whose applications -for assist- 


ance are refused ipa | the’ medical. 


officers have determined that before en- 
listment they ‘were suffering from the 


various diseases and affections which now 
~ Ineapacitate them, 


Thus athese. men are 
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‘placed in a position entirely different 


from that which they would have occu- 
pied had they not gone to the Front, be- 
cause it is undoubted that their diseases or 
affections have been aggravated by their , 


service in the Australian Imperial Foree. 


Every honorable member has met dozens — 
of such ceases which are not due to any — 
specific happening during the period of — 
employment in the Australian pai 
Force, but have been aggravated owing to 
the worry and strain of their service, or to 
shell shock occurring during their employ- | 
ment in the Forces. At present we are 
helpless to deal with such cases. I have 
not heard any one attempt to ‘set up a 


claim that we ‘should not regard the aggra- 


vation of complaints which results in re- 
duced efficiency as being on the same basis. 
as accidents that occur during the time of 
a soldier’s service at the Front. Yet these 
cases are not covered either by the pro- 
vision in the Act or by the wording of the 
clause now before us. We ought to clothe 
the Board with the fullest power to deal 
equitably with every case on, its merits; 
but with the limitations imposed by the 
provision in the. Act or by the clause be- 
fore us, they will not be in a position to 
do so. My amendment would leave it 
epen for relief to be granted in regard to 
everything that happened to a_ soldier 
during the course.of his employment in. 
the Forces. A man may have gone away 
apparently well, having had no difficulty — 
in passing the medical examination, but 
because of the conditions under which he 
served, he may have returned inefficient — 
and unable to do the work he did pre- 
viously. My amendment would en all 
relief to be given to such a man. It cans. 
not be given to him under the clause as ie 
stands. 


Mr. GROOM (Darling Downs—Mine 
ister for Works and Railways) [11.45]. 
—In regard to the case mentioned by the | . 
honorabley member for Echuca (Mr. 
Hill), I find on inquiry that the prin-— 


‘ciple on which the Act is now adminis- 


tered is that if, as a matter of fact, the — 
death of a soldier can be connected ‘with 
injuries sustained while ‘he was a mem= 
ber. of the Forces a pension is granted to 
his dependants. I am not pronouncing © 


judgment upon the honorable member's — 


ease; I simply point out that it is merely 


By question of the application of the prin- 
Coming to the case 
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stated by the honorable member for Dam- : 


pier (Mr. Gregory), I learn that if the 
_ Medical Board certifies that a complaint 


from which an applicant for a pension | 


_ was-suffering has been aggravated by rea- 
son of his service a pension is granted. 

Mr. Rinry—Many have been. turned 
down because of the finding of the medi- 
cal men. This gives no relief. 

Mr. Hector Lamonp.—They are not all 
turned down on that plea. 

Mr. GROOM.—I can only suggest that 
eases of the kind to which reference has 
been made should be re-submitted. 

Mr. Roperrs.—In the earlier days of 
the Department the Act was not so sym- 
pathetically administered. I know of 
many cases where men have exhausted 
the whole of their resources in trying to 
cure themselves. z 
Mr, GROOM.—I plead guilty to hay- 
ing re-submitted cases where pensions in 
the first case have been refused. | 

I ask the honorable member for Illa- 
warra (Mr. Lamond) not to press his 
amendment, since it would really have the 
effect of restricting what we now propose 
to do. Under the wording of his pro- 
posed amendment it would be necessary 
for an applicant for a pension to prove 
that his incapacity was the result of his 
employment in the service; that is to 
say, he would havé to prove’ that 
he was employed to do a certain act, and 
that in the performance of that duty he 
suffered a casualty. The wording of para- 
sraph a of clause 26 is much wider, 
and is intended to meet cases of the kind 
that have. been brought under notice. 
There was a case in Queensland where a 
raan, while on leave, met with an accident 
which incapacitated him. Such a case 
would come within the meaning of this 
clause, since the casualty would be “an 
occurrence happening during the period 
in which he was a member of the Forces,” 
We are going a long way towards meet- 


ing many of the cases to which reference 


has been made. There must be some one 
to determine the facts, and the Board will 
simply have to decide whether death or 
incapacity in fact resulted from an oc- 
eurrence which happened during the 
period of the man’s employment in the 
Forces. 
capacity sustained while acting in pur- 
nance of a military order, but is much 
wider, since it covers occurrences hap- 


t 


knows of these eases. 


The clause does not speak of in- 


pening to a man while a member of the 
Forces. Hh Gin ies: 
Mr. BRUCE (Flinders) [11.49]—The 
wording of paragraph a of clause 26 is 
very wide, but it will be useless unless it 
is liberally interpreted. I do not think 
any words we could insert would cover — 
all the cases that might arise; but if, as 
I understand, from the Minister for 
Works and Railways (Mr. Groom), the 
attitude of the Department now is to 
construe the words ‘an oceurrence hap-_ 
pening during the period in which he 
was a member of the Forces” in such @ 
way that a man who went away with 
some slight disease which was aggravated 
by his war service would be eligible : 
Mr. Poywron.—How ‘are we going to ~ 
prove that he had a slight disease when 
he went away? Let every man who went 
away put in his claim without restriction. 
Mr. Hzcror Lamonp.—The Depart- — 
‘ment is continually asserting that it — 


‘ 





Mr. Poyyron.—It is a very dangerous 
principle. | 
Mr. ‘BRUCE.—If the Minister in 
charge of the Bill is going to take up the © 
very attitude which I suggested the De- 
partment would take up, it is perfectly 
obvious that we must amend the clause. 


lf he would hear what we have to say 
instead of taking up a hostile attitude be- 


fore he is able to appreciate the point 


we wish to make, it might be possible to 


allow the clause to go. I know of cases. 
where men were rheumatic subjects when 


they enlisted, and would probably have 
suffered no serious inconvenience from 
the disease, but that they went on ~ 
these men 77>. 


service. In some 
have come 


eripples. 


cases 
are 


crippled 


vice. 


ease in such a case would be an occur- 


rence happening while a man was a mem- 


ber of the Forces, and would deal sym- 

pathetically with it. oe Oe | 
Mr. Groom.—Provided that the Medi- 

cal Board certified that it was. ! 
Mr. BRUCE.—Assuming, of ourse, 


that. the Medical Board certified that 
aggravated because of fy! 


it had been 
his service. Lf.) (at aaa correct 





with 
a result of war ser- 
I understand from the Minister 
for Works and Railways (Mr. Groom) 
that the Department now takes up the 
attitude that the aggravation of the dis- — 





amined under the best conditions. 


rey Eall, 


! Austratian Soldiers 


if taeerpretation of the Meade ‘of the 
Department I shall ‘be prepared to 
accept the clause as it stands; -but 
if, on the other hand, the Minister 
in charge of the Bill (Mr. Poynton) has 
correctly indicated the attitude of the De- 
partment I am not pi peree to agree to 
Pathe 
Mr. RILEY (South Sydney) [11.53]. 
- —I was pleased to hear the explanation 
given by the Minister for Works and Rail- 
ways (Mr. Groom), but am not satisfied 
that the clause, as it stands, will meet 
cases such as those mentioned by the hon- 
-orable member for Dampier (Mr. 
Gregory). The fact that the men were 
pronounced sound and fit when they were 
“accepted for service should be sufficient. 
When a man comes back crippled with 
rheumatism, and asks for a pension, he 
should not, be told, ‘‘ You had a taint of 
rheumatism before you enlisted.”’ 

Mr. Groom.—There might be cases of 
wilful concealment. 

Mr. RILEY. That is so, but we do 
not want to be niggardly in this matter. 
If a man, after serving overseas, comes 
back crippled with rheumatism, the fact 
that he! was accepted for service as sound 
and fit should be a guarantee that he con- 
tracted the disease while on active service. 
I hope that the honorable member for 
Dampier will press for ,a more definite 
statement from the Minister. 


Dr. MALONEY (Melbourne) [11.55]. 
_—The medical men examined volunteers 
‘for active service under very troublesome 
and difficult circumstances. The Defence 


Department foolishly rejected an_ offer 


-made by Dr. O’Hara to place at the dis- 
posal of the medical officers examining 
volunteers in Melbourne his consulting 
rooms, where they could have been ex- 
As it 
was, the men were examined at the Town 
and the noise caused by passing 
y trams made it very lard to listen to heart 
and lung sounds. Two men from the 
Hospital for Incurables here actually 
‘volunteered, and were passed for active 
service, and in face of that fact the Go- 


: ' vernment are wise in trying to secure that 
justice shall be done, while at the same 
time protecting themselves from unrea- 


sonable claims. It was very unwise for 


the Government. to make a grant of 
+ £4,500 to the dependants of a certain 
Ei hicer, since it raises in the minds of the 
public a suspicion that those in high post- 
_ tions, 


with influence to aid— mere can 





Be | Aprin, 1920.] 


“1495 


_ 


- Repatriation Bill. 


obtain what those in more lowly ae er 
are unable to: secure. 

Mr, LAZZARINI (Wertiva) [11.57]. 
I shall not be satisfied unless this clause 1s 
sufficiently wide to include every man who 
volunteered, and who contracted a dis- 
ease while on active service, or developed — 
it as a result of his service. Whether a 


man had the germ of a disease or not © 


when he enlisted, if that disease developed 
while he was a member of the Forces, his 
case should come within this clause. J am 
prepared to admit, with the honorable 
member .for Melbourne (Dr. Maloney), 
that it is quite possible that, owing to 
the difficult circumstances in which the 
examinations were made, in some 
stances men were passed who ought not to 
have been accepted for service. In deal- 
ing with thousands of cases, the doctors, 
no matter how efficient they might have — 


been, were bound, on the law of average, 


to pass some who should have been re- 
jected. Long before he enlisted, a man 
might have had in his constitution the 
germ cf a disease, or might have had 
some slight. complaint which did not in- 
terfere with his industrial efficiency. 


“Under active service conditions that dis- 


ease might have been aggravated. The 
wonder to me is that every Australian 
soldier who spent any time in Europe did 
not come back troubled with rheumatism, 
Is the Board administering the. Depart- — 
ment to callously shelter itself behind the 
paltry excuse that a man is disentitled te 
a pension because, although crippled with © 
rheumatism on. his return from the war, 
he had the germ of the disease in his con- 
stitution when he volunteered? That — 
would be a barbarous attitude to take up. 

Mr. Fenton.—The answer to such a. 
plea would be that, even if the man had — 
the germ of the disease when he volun- — 
teered, he was accepted and used. ne 

Mr. LAZZARINI:—Yes;. 1 have neo 
doubt that many of these men rendered — 
just as effective service as those who have ~ 
come back sound. The Act will be re- © 
garded as a barbarous instrument if it © 


, allows men to be treated in the way de- 


scribed simply because some one can say 
that before they enlisted they had the © 
germ of the disease which developed dure 7 
ing their period of service, and led to — 
their incapacity. us 


Mr. MAHON (Kalgoorlie) [12.0] er 
The Government should consider whether — 


this clause can be satisfactorily admin- — 


istered. It throws upon each Board the — 


in- 
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onus of Inquiring, not merely into a man’s 
war service at the Front; but clearly 
also mto his eondition of health before 
_ he went to the Front. That opens a very 
_ wide field for investigation; and, as there 
_ will be stx separate Boards making in- 

vestigations, and probably coming te 

decisions not in 

another, we may expect a crop of injus- 

tices to result. There is an immense 
difficulty once you begin to make limita: 
tions as to who shall benefit and who shall 
- be excluded from benefits, and it would 

almost pay this country to throw;the door 
_ wide open and allow everybody’ “who can 
~ prove incapacity within a certain period 
- of the close of the war to share the bene- 
fits of this legislation. Otherwise we 
shall have some men receiving benefits 


under the law who, perhaps, are sot as 


-mueh entitled to them as are men who 
have been excluded. It is not as if there 
was to be one body dealing with all the 
eases. There will be six Boards or Com- 
missions, and the common experience of 
_ those decustomed to juries is that a ver- 
dict given by one set of men would be 
, peaniod by another set. Different bodies 
' of men look at things 
angles, and draw different conclusions 
from the same facts. The Government 
_ would, therefore, be wise to withdraw the 
‘e clause~for further consideration, because 
as it stands it will undoubtedly lead to an 
immense amount of trouble and,, which 
is worse, work out unjustly. 
«Mr. Porynron. poihe Bil has to go 
through to-day. 
Mr. MAHON.—Not necessarily! The 
sun will not stop in the heavens if if is 
' not passed to-day. 
Mr. Porwron.—The desire is that ae 
_ pensioners may get their money quickly. 
+ Mr. Pacu—Make it retrospective. 
Mr. MAHON.—That is the idea; and 
- then no hardship will ensue. 
| Mr. Porwron.—You surely do not sug- 
_ gest that everybody who went to the war 
_ should be a participant? 
Mr. MAHON.—I recognise the diffi- 





_ that would operate quite justly; but it 
_ should be possible to frame a_ clause 
_ which, while not opening the door to 
_ everybody, would, at. any rate, make for 


< 
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consonance with one. 


“from ‘differ ent. 


" culty the Minister had in drafting a clause 





Reprition Ball. 





eae a ws 


ney 


at. greater amount in justice ‘ham: this 


clause. is: bee to do im its present con- 


dition. 
Mr. FENTON (Maribyrnong) [12.5].— 


I hope the Government will accede to 


the honorable member’s request. The 
men who volunteered for the Front had 
to submit to medical examination. 


active service. In some cases, they were 
on active service for four years or more. 
They come back, and ask for certain bene- 
fits under Acts that we have passed; and 
then it is 
examination, that they ‘eave some consti- 
tutional defect which, the doctors say,. 
originated prior to their’ enlistment. 
cause of that, they or their dependants 
are not to be entitled to the benefits of 
this measure. 
to deal with men who have served just as: 
faithfully and well as have any others. 


In the medical and other professions, dif- 


ferences of opinion arise, and it is not 
easy td assign an actual date to the~be- 
ginning of a disease in the human body. 
Medical testimony will be found equally 


They” 


were passed by medical men as fit for 





discovered, under iodine a 
Be- — 


That is a most cruel way _ 


wee 


divided in many cases as to whether the 


trouble originated in the pre-war period — 


or during the war. If there is any doubt, 


the benefit of it should be given to the ’ 


returned soldier and his dependants. 
Amendment, by leave; withdrawn. 


to— 


That the word 
left. out. 


OM, GREGORY eDaenee) T12. S].- eae 


Paragraph ¢ charges the Board with the 
duty of “determining the extent to which. - 
persons alleged to be. dependent upon a. 


member ‘of the Forees were in fact so de-— 


pendent.” -Under the principal Act, the 


peusion. was assessed | upon the average — 


Amendment (by Mr. ‘Pornron) agreed . ; 


‘aetive”’,, in Earnraph b, be * 


earnings of the soldier during the twelve: _ 


months prior to his going to the Front. 
Many boys of eighteen enlisted, whose: 
earnings prior to enlistment were prob- 
ably nil. Applications were made by the: 


mothers of those boys who were killed at: 


the Front. The applicants were told - 
that, as in many instances the boys had 
eared nothing - during the year prior to 
enlistment, only the minimum pension of | 


Ts. per. week ‘could be granted. When 


those Pore went to the Bae er did. 
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men’s work. I know-an instance of a 
boy who enlisted on his eighteenth birth- 
day, was four years at the Front, and was 
killed. When his mother applied for a 
pension, she was asked what his average 
earnings were in the year before he went 
away. As he had been at school, she had 
‘to tell them that his earnings were nil. 
I have not been able to read this Bill care- 
fully, and do not know whether a similar 
provision is contained in it. I cannot 
find anything of that nature in it, but we 
must make it absolutely clear that the 
same pension must be paid in the case 
of every boy who went into the firing-line 
as is paid in the case of aman. The pro- 


vision to which I refer was one of the. 


greatest anomalies in the old Act, and L 
sincerely hope it will. not be perpetuated 
“in this Bull. 

Mr. POYNTON - (Grey—Minister for 
Home and Territories) [12.10]—The 
position is that the widowed mothet in 
the case the honorable member for Dam- 
pier speaks of gets the full aes where 
the boy has been killed. | 

eh Grecory.—She did not do so. - 

POYNTON. —She gets now the 
full araok! whether she was dependent 
or not. | ‘ 

Mr. Rirxy.—I can give the Minister a 
case where the mother cannot get it. 

Mr. POYNTON.—I assure the honor- 
able member that that is the case now, 
under a provision passed some time ago. 


I think that the payment of the full pen-: 


sion depends on whether she is in certain 
necessitous circumstances. . ( 
Mr. Rixy.—The cage I have in my 
mind is one in which the boy, before he 
went away, was not living at home, and 
the mother was getting nothing from him. 
Mr. POYNTON.—H he was dalled, 
_ then she gets the pension. ~ 
~~ Mr. Rirey. —She has not got it so far. 
Mr. POYNTON.—Then I do not 
know why. 
Act as it stands to-day. 
Clause, as amended, agreed to. 
Clauses 27 and 28 agreed. to. 
Clause 29 (Kailure of pensioner to at- 
tend at review of assessment or deter- 
mination). 


Mr. JAMES PAGE (Maranoa) [12.12]. 


—The clause. provides that where any 


assessment or determination in relation 


to the pension payable to a member of 


fe oi 7 
f ee 


* 
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She should get it under the 
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the Commission may cancel the pension if 


the member refuses or fails to attend at 


the time and place fixed, or by his de-— 

fault makes it impossible to review the 

in. the. - 
wills 
One 
under my notice 
when I was away up the other side 
of Thatgomindah. A letter was sent to a 


pension. -Many of these men 
outback portions of 
very hard | to 
was brought 


Australia.’ 


get at. 
Case 


pensioner, care of the post office at Cun- 
namulla, where he used to draw his pen- 
sion. 
further out west, and consequently did 
not get the letter. Afterwards, when he 
came into the town he found that his 
pension had been stopped, because he had 


He had left Cunnamulla and gone — 


not turned up for the review. It appeared — 


that the officer in charge of the Pensions — 
Department-had ordered him in the letter 
-to go to the nearest Board for review. 


He came in from 170 to 200 miles for 
that pension, and when he got there he 
found himself absolutely stranded, and I 
had to get him Government rations. 

Mr. Poynron.—There must be some 
penalty for a man who deliberately re- 
uses to attend. 


Mr. JAMES .PAGE.—The most damn- 


able indictment against the whole of this’ 


Bill is that honorable members are legis- 
lating for the towns,.and not for the 
country. 

Mr. Pornron. —Surely in a case like 
that, where the man’s explanation was 
satisfactor y; 
stored, and he would receive back pay. 

Mr. JAMES 
sitting in their offices in the metropolitan 
centres do not know the conditions. 


2 


the pension would be re- 


Mr. Freutve.—The boys will soon ap- 


peal if they do not get fair play. 


Mr. JAMES PAGE.—By the time the 


PAGE.—The gentlemen : 


appeal reached the honorable member for . 


Robertson (Mr. Fleming) from the places — 
T am thinking of, the man might be dead 
member — 


and buried. The honorable 


surely has sense enough to know that — 
there are no railways, telephones, or tele- 
graph facilities in the outback portions of — 
Queensland. I do not wish men to escape 
review, but I want them protected in © 


case they are unable to attend. 
Mr. Poxynron.—Do you 


‘Senator Millen, with his knowledge of — 
Australian conditions, would treat a man ~ 


in such a position harshly? 


think that — 
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if later on he comes in and 


Mr. J AMES PAGE. No: 
I brought the case under Mr. Gilbert's 
notice, he ordered the man to be paid at 
once, until he could attend for review. 
But if I had not met the man when he 
found that his pension had been’ stopped, 
there is no telling what he might have 
done. Honorable members 
many cases a bushman would use the 
good old Australian adjective, and Say, 
« ikon you can keep it.” 

. Groom.—The Department will al- 
a restore back pay, but the difficulty 
is that the man does not turn up. 

Mr. JAMES PAGE.—But you make 
it Imperative on him to turn up. 

Mr. Groom—lIt must be imperative. 
It is only fair to him. The pension 
would not: be cancelled without giving 
him an opportunity of being heard. If 


he does not take advantage of that oppor- 


tunity, the Department takes action, but 


had good reason for not attending, the 
matter is re-opened. 
Mr. JAMES PAGE.—Has the Board 


_ or the Commission power to re-open or 


_ the question has been raised, 


review the case? 

Mr. Groom.—The power exists. 

Mr. FLEMING (Robertson) |12.15]. 
-—I do not believe that any hardship will 
arise undér this clause, but it is well that 
so that the 
Commission and Boards may know that 
honorable members are concerned to in- 


. sure that no disabilities are suffered by 


men who are in the outlying portions of 
the Commonwealth. Many of the boys 
will be scattered in distant parts, and I 


hope that those who are charged with the 


administration of the Act will realize 
their responsibility to them. 
Clause agreed to. 
Clauses 30 and 31 agtead to. 
Clause 32 signees amended 


agreed to. 


Clauses 33 to 35 guise to. 
Clause 36 (Pension to de facto wife of 
a member). 


Mr. | TUDOR = (Yarra) [12.20 — 


~I should like an assurance from the Min- 
ister as to how far this clause affects the: 


rights of a wife when her husband has 
left her, and is ae with another 


- woman. 


Mr. Poynton.—The rights of the lepal 


wife are not affected. 
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ee that in ® 


made Australia their home, 






‘Mr. Groom. ore fibkeel ey re- 
enacts section ida of the exes oe 

Clause agreed to, 
: Clause 37 verbally amended and agreed 
O. 

Clauses 38 to 44 agreed to. 

Clause 45— 


The provisions of this Act ‘shall extend ‘to 
the case of any soldier of the Imperial Bah jah : 
Forces called up for active service. 


Mr. TUDOR (Yarra) [12.24] take 
no exception to the extension of the bene- 
fits of the Act to British reservists. The 
Government of which I was a member de- 
cided that British reservists who had 
and were 
called up for service with the Imperial 


Army, should be placed on the same foot- 


ing as members of the Australian Im- 
perial Force. I wish to make an appeal, 
however, on behalf of another class of 
men—-Aystralians who were abroad at 
the outbreak of war, and enlisted in Eng- 
land, Canada, and elsewhere in order to 
avoid the delay of returning to Australia : 
for the purpose, 3 

Mr. BurcHEety.—Those who enlisted in 
England will receive the pt Pens 
sion. 

Mr. TUDOR.—But I do ‘not: think 
that ‘the Imperial repatriation omni 
are as liberal as our own. 

Mr. Burcureti.—I agree with the hon- . 
orable member. 

Mr. Bruce.—This clause 
with pensions. i 

Mr. ‘TUDOR.—The Tear pensions 
may not be as good as those paid by the 
Commonwealth. 


deals — only 


Mr. Groom.—I am informed that He ‘ 
Imperial Act is almost as liberal as” our 
own. Be 

Mr, TUDOR.—If theré is any Shee 


about it we ought to make sure thatithose 


men are not penalized. I am not appeal- 
ing for the men who were not able to 


work themselves up for a commission in 


Australia, but had sufficient money to go 
to England and buy one there, but for 


those’ Bet men who enlisted in England © : . 
either because they were there when he 7 


war broke out or because they were er 


jected in Australia on acc grounds. et A 





There were also many 
men who could not’pass the severe medical 
test that was prescribed in the early days 
of the war, and who either worked their — 
passage or travelled steerage to peepee a) 
in order to enlist there. : 





Imperial Force. 


a. 
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Mr. 
nied permission to enlist in the Australian 
Imperial Force in England or to transfer 
from the British Forces to the Australian 
Army. | | 


Mr. Groom.—We do give all those men 
repatriation assistance. 

Mr. TUDOR.—What I am asking 1s 
that if the British pension is £1, and the 
Australian 25s., the. men who enlisted in 
England should receive from the Com- 
monwealth the difference. | 

Mr. Poynron.—So far as pay is con- 
cerned we do make up the difference, If 


_ the honorable member will allow the mat- 
ter to remain in abeyance for, ‘the time 


being I shall make inquiries into it. 


Mr. 
—The point raised by the Leader of the 
Opposition (Mr, Tudor) is very important 
to many men in Australia. I donot know 
the number of men who are affected, but 


' five cases have been brought under my 


notice. One was that of a man who was 
resident in the Argentine Republic when 

the war broke out, and who paid his jpas- 
sage to’ England in order to enlist. He 
was not allowed to join the Australian 
Of course, his pay, his 
pension, and all his privileges were con- 


siderably less than they would have been 


had he joined that Foree. .In another 
ease which came under my _ notice 
only last week, a soldier who was 


rejected jin ‘Austeateg paid his passage 
to England, where he enlisted in the Im- 
perial “Forces, with which he served for a 


4 period of about three years. - He was then 


given a free return passage to Australia. 
1 recently made Cho ae on his “be- 


an Holt 


Mr. Groom. ioe a aa hha honor- 
able member apply—a ee or re- 
patriation ? 

Mr, BLAKELEY.—I iets applied 
for any privileges which may be granted 


to Australians who, after being rejected 


here, went to England, and Hicre enlisted 


in the British Forces. Nobody can dis- 
eriminate between ‘the individual who, 


having been rejected in Australia, paid 


his own passage to England, and the 


- yolunteer who enlisted in Australia. 


Mr. Fowrer.—lf any discrimination is 


to be made, it should certainly be in favour 


‘ of the man who went to so much trouble 
+> to enlist, / 


as 
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BLAKELEY (Darling) [12.30]. 
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BLAKELEY.—TI think that the 
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Mr 


- Minister will admit the correctness of the 


honorable member’s interjection. 
Mr. Fowrer.—The man also lost a 


large amount in pay owing to the dif- 
ference between the rate paid to members 
of the Australian Imperial Force and the 


Imperial rate of Is. 2d. per day. 

Mr. Poynron.—I am quite sure that 
that difference in pay has been made up. 

Mr, 
ticular case. 

Mr. Poyntoy.—Has 


the 


BLAKELEY.< Not in due pak 


| honoeahia on | 


member received a reply to say that the 


man is not entitled to that difference be : 


tween the two rates of pay? 

Mr. BLAKELEY .—I have not. 
that is not sufficient. The admission by 
the Minister that this man has some claim 


Bur | 


to the difference between his Imperial — 
rate of pay and the rate paid to the Aus- — 


tralian Imperial Force puts him on an 
equality with the members of the Aus- 
tralian Imperial Force. If he is entitled 


.to be placed on an equality with the Aus- 


tralian Imperial Force in regard to pay, 
he is certainly entitled to be similarly 


placed in regard to pensions. I have here — 


an amendment, which I drafted some 
time ago, but I would prefer that 
the Minister himself should move it. I 
would like to insert after the word “ ser- 
vice”, the words ‘ 
enlisted in the British Forces.’ 

Mr. 


than that. 


graph c of clause 46, which reads:—*“ is 


‘serving or has served during the present 
war in the Naval or Military Forees on". | 
any part of the King’s Dominions other. 


that the Commonwealth.” 


Mr. BLAKELEY.—I am sure that the 


Minister recognises the justice of the 
claim which I am urging. 


tention. 
Mr. Groom Supe Minister has 
mised to look into the matter. 


Mr. 


Minister to promise merely to look into it. 


“and any soldier who © 


Tupor.—The honorable riehe 

must make his amendment much wider — 
He must employ almost the _ 
same phrasing as 1s employed in para- 


The Govern- ‘ 
ment, in their policy, have done so, and | — 
ask the Minister to incorporate in this — 
clause the words employed in paragraph ¢ 
of clause 46, to which the Leader of the | 
Opposition (Mr. Tudor) has directed at- — 


Be 7 


BLAKELEY.—wWith all due .res- 
pect, it is scarcely fair treatment for they 







me ‘ \ ; 
eT : ) Re 


nae 


We require.to know. his decision. Seeing 


that he will not move in the direction sug- 
gested, [ am obliged to take action myself. 
I therefore move— 


That after the word “ serviee”’, line 3, the 


words “any Australian who is sérving or has — 


served during the present war in the Naval of 
Military Forees of any part of the King’s 
Dominions” be inserted. 7 

The adoption of my amendment will make 
if quite clear that no person who is not a 
honda fide resident of Australia will be 
qualified to receive the pension. 


Mr. POYNTON (Grey—Minister for 


Home and Territories) [12.38].—If I un- 


derstand it aright the amendment means 


either one of two things. If we adopt 1b 


“we shall have to assume the obligation of 


providing pensions for these men, and -In 
so far as we do that we shall relieve the 
Imperial Government of their responsi- 


bility to pay pensions which they are’en- — 


titled to pay to those who enlisted in their 
service. On the other hand, it is just pos- 


sible that these men may obtain a pen-. 
sion from the Imperial Government and, 
also a pension from the Commonwealth. 
_ There is only one legitimate claim which 


can be made on their behalf, namely, that 
we shall make up the difference between 
the Imperial rate of pension and our own 


) “rate, 


Mr. James Pace—That is all right. 
Mr. POYNTON.—But the amendment 





will not achieve that result. 


My, James Pacr.—Caunot the Minis- 
ter get an amendment drafted that will4 


Mr. POYNTON.—There are legal men > 
‘in this Committee, and they have uot 
drafted such an amendment. 


IT ask hon- 


- orable members to allow the clause to re- 


_ main as it, stands. 





I well remember the 
late Charles Cameron Kingston’s advice 
to a Minister—‘‘ Stick to your Bill. When 
you get away from its provisions you can- 
not tell where you are going to be 
landed.”’ 

Mr. FENTON (Maribyrnong) [12.40]. 
—I have no doubt that the Minister is at 
heart kindly disposed towards these men, 
but we have had many promises by Min- 
isters equally sympathetic—promises to 
which no effect has been given. Let: me 
add to the cases of hardship which have 
already been’ cited. I know of a young 


Australian who was in China when the 


wat broke out. He was very anxious to 


_ serve his country, and, being offered an 
opportunity of securing a passage to Eng- 


/\ 
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land, he accepted it, and wenb to the Old 
Country. Upon his arrival there he im- 
mediately approached those in charge of 


our Australian troops, with a view to en- 


listing, but, they refused to accept him. 


He then enlisted in the Imperial Army, 
with which he served for three years, ~ 


afterwards returning, to Australia, his 


passage being paid by the Imperial Go- 


vernment. In such cases surely a re- 
ciprocal arrangement can be made be- 


tween the oversea Dominions and the Old. 


Country. 

Mr. Fremine. 
penSion ? \ “lt 
Mr. FENTON .—Not so far as I know. 





Does the man draw a 


He is an Australian, who wishes to be 


placed, if possible, upon an equality with 


the members of the Australian Imperial — 


Force. I do not know what precluded an 
Australian officer in Britain from accept- 


ing a man coming from China or from 
some other part of the world. The hon-- 


orable member for Darling (Mr. Blakeley) 


stated that one of the men: whose case he ~ 
mentioned came from the Argentine. .— 
Mr. Ricuarp Foster.—But the adop-» 


tion of the amendment would give rise to 
possible complications. 3 , 


Mr. FENTON.—The cases of this kind — 


are so few that I feel sure some reciprocal — 


arrangement could be made. it 
Mr, Ricnarp Foster.—Suppose that a 


man had been absent from Australia for 
ten or fifteen years before enlisting in the 
nee , 


Imperial Forces ? : | 


Mr. FENTON.—That would be an ex. 
I do not desire to see any 


treme case. 
» & = * * Nis 

man drawing two pensions or enjoying 

two sets of privileges. © 


Committee may very well. adépt it. — 


Mr. TUDOR (Yarra) [12.44].—I would - 
honorable member for | 

Darling (Mr. Blakeley) that it would be 
wise for him to phrase his amendment in — 


possibility 


suggest to the 


such a way as to preclude the 
of any man drawing~two pensions. 


Mr. Groom. — Paragraph c of clause 


23 will prevent that... % 


But the amend- ~ 
ment would apply to so few cases that the ~ 


pes. 


‘Mr, TUDOR._E think hosorsee eee, 


bers generally are of opinion that an Aus- 
tralian who went to considerable trouble 


to enlist should, at any rate, not be placed 
1a worse position than other Australians. 


We should so provide that if an Imperial 


or Dominion pension is less than our own 
-1t may be raised to. an equal amount, — 


Vo Auten sabes Sah sf Tas oat 
Bae Rone (eae da! ; 


Laet 


t a) PY Rat if 


\ 
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though I recognise ha it is difficult, on 
‘the spur of the moment, to Srane an 

amendment with that effect. A 
_. Mr, Poryron.—I am prepared to post- 
pone the further consideration of the 
poe until later m the day. 

Clause postponed. 

‘Clause 46 verbally amended and agreed 
to.” 

Clause 47— : 

The Commission may make recommendations 
to the Governor-General for regulations pro- 
viding for the granting of assistance and bene- 


i fits, not being in the nature of pensions as 
provided for in Pare iI. of this outa 


' (ii) ithe iebiades of deceased or ineapa- 
citated Australian soldiers— 

‘ (a) who are widows and were, prior 
to the enlistment of those 
soldiers, | perder upon 
them, or \ 


~~ 4 
ry o i} a ° 


(iv) the incapacitated fathers of deceased 


or incapacitated Australian soldiers 
“who were, prior to the enlistment of 
those soldiers, 2 dependent upon them, 
and 

(¥) the mothers or step-mothers — 
either widowed, divorced, deserted, or 
unmarried) of Austrahan 
who were born out of wedlock; 


. Amendment — ae A. Poynton) 
~ agreed to— 
- Phat the words, line 4, ‘‘ in se nature of ” 
be left out, with a view to Men in lieu there- 
of the words, 
Ahe nature of, or supplementary to,” 

Amendment (by Mr. ‘Poxxtox) 
proposed— 

That in ‘sub- _paragraph, titi), 
_ “mothers ” the words,: 
inserted. 


Mr. FOWLER (Perth) £13.49] 1 
have had brought to my attention some 
gad eases for which, unfortunately, no 
provision is made. A mother lost her 
only son through illness while he was on 
active service. When the boy enlisted his 


after the word 
‘or step: enna | 7. oe 


_ father was alive, but he died shortly after 


his boy’s death, largely, I think, as the 
result of the loss of this, his only son. 
The mother of the dead soldier was now 


left absolutely penniless, and; under the 


a existing | Act and regulations, she is en- 

titled to no assistance in the way of pen- 
- gion, simply | because her husband was.alive 
at the time of the boy’s death. 


_ Mr. Groom —I ae ee is altered 





ae -Y 


(being: 


soldiers . 


‘payments or allowances in 


Mr. FOWLER.—So far as I know, a 
case of this kind is not met by this Bill. 

Mr. Groom.—If at any time a mother 
is without ‘adequate means of support 
after the death of a son, assistance is 
granted. f ooh 

ae Poyrnron.—lf the eoiien applies ‘ 
for 
Bcaaeldaay. 

“Mr. FOWLER.—I am glad to know 
that; because, up to the ‘present, a ree a 
sion ae been, refused. 

Mr. CORSER (Wide Bay) (12. 50] 27 
should like to know from the Minister — 
(Mr. Poynton) whether: some cases I 


have in my mind are such as may be dealt 
In one case, — 
two young fellows before going to the a 


with by the Commission. 


Front had had some experience in ‘en- 
gineering, and when they returned 
after some years’ fighting they started 
a motor engineer’s business in _ part- 
nership. . They are careful, steady 
men; but when they applied for - 
assistance, the answer they received 
was to the effect that it was not within 
the scope of >the regulations, on the 
ground that, prior to enlisting, they had 
not owned and conducted a similar busi- 
ness. It is true that, before enlisting, 
they were not. in business for themselves, 


but were lear ning as paid employees. Why — 


should young soldiers who are enterprising 
enough to start business, but who have 
not sufficient money to provide all the ne- 
cessary tools, be debarred from advan- — 
tages enjoyed by other members of the — 
Forces? 
lews, before enlisting, : 
on a newspaper for years, and the owner 
of the paper has stated that if they had — 

not gone to the war they would have been 
made partners. Since their return to — 
Australia, these young men have been 
offered, by a sleeping partner, an interest 
in this newspaper. : 
brought before a member of the Cabinet, 
who told me that the men would be able 
to get assistance; and on that assurance 
they purchased the interest offered. For 


any advances made,..they are prepared to 


give the full security of this interest, and — 
also their gratuit'es; but they are in- 
formed that, under the existing Act and — 


regulations, assistance cannot be given 
them. I should like to know Whether, if 


_ pension, she will bs given one a 


In another case, two young fel- _ : 
had been engaged — 


The matter was — 
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this Bill passes, there will be vested in 
the Commission power to give assistance 
in cases of this kind; if not, it is my 
intention to move an amendment. 
Mr. POYNTON (Grey—Minister for 
Hiome and Territories) [12.54]|—\There 
is no doubt in my mind that the Com- 
mission will ‘be vested with the power in- 
dicated by the honorable member. The 
regulations made by the present Commis- 
sion will lapse with the appointment of 
the new Commission, and the latter will 
_ be empowered to consider all such cases, 
and make recommendations. /I wish to 
make it clear, however, that the recom- 
mendations of the Commission will be 
subject to Ministerial approval—a neces- 
sary provision for se protection of the 
finances. 

Mr. ,Corsmr. Aphis Bill. grants larger 
powers than are exercised under the pre- 
sent Act? 

Mr. POYNTON.—Yes. ‘I cannot see 
any reason why such cases as have been 
mentioned should not be assisted by the 
Commission. It would be very unwise, 
however, to stipulate in the Bill what 
particular classes of business shall be as- 
sisted. Quite a large amount of money 
will be involved in the administration of 
this Bill, and it is only proper that the 
Commission should, consider each case. 
There is no need, of course, why the new 
Commission should follow in the footsteps 
of the previous Commission | 

Mr. Lister.—It may do so. 

Mr. POYNTON.—Of course, it may; 
but we cannot in the Bill specify the Com- 
mission’s powers in regard to particular 
businesses. The honorable member for 
Wide Bay (Mr. Corser) may rest assured 
that the Commission will have the power 
he desires. 

Mr. FLEMING (Robertson) [12.55]. 
—I hope that the Commission and the 
Boards will interpret the Bill in the gene- 
rous spirit suggested by the Minister (Mr. 
Poynton). There is no doubt that under 
the present Act there ‘are cases of very 
grievous harship. Men desire to be 
established in the businesses which they 
would have been following if they had 
not gone to the war, but under the pre- 
sent Act are unable to get the assistance 
necessary to enable them to doso. Many 
met who previously worked for their 





fathers or others ina variety of businesses — 


would by this time have been partners 


‘short of what is desired. 
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had they not enlisted ; but Bee Siete 


they were not actually established in the 


businesses before they enlisted they are 
refused the benefits of the Act. I am 
glad to hear that the Commission and the 
Boards will be enabled to take a wider 
view in the administration of the Act, the 


whole spirit of which is more generous 


than that of the old Act. According to 
this clause, the Commission is given 
power: toi make recommendatons for the 
granting of assistance to— 
the incapacitated fathers of deceased or in- 
capacitated Australian soldiers who were, prior 
to the enlistment of the soldier, dependent 
upon them. 
It. seems to me that unless this provision 
is very widely administered it will fall far 
I am prepared — 
to admit that to strike out the words 
‘“who were prior to the enlistment of 
those soldiers dependent upon them ’ 
might lead to some cases of imposition, 
but I draw attention to the limitation im- 
posed by the words. There are cases such 
as that mentioned by the honorable 
member for Perth (Mr. Fowler) a few 
moments ago, and his remarks apply not — 
only to mothers, but ‘to fathers. I think © 
that an incapacitated father, although he 


may not have been dependent on the sol- 


dier before enlistment, ought in certain . 
circumstances to come within the scheme, _ 
and the Government ought to make cer- 
tain that such cases will be met. : 
Amendment agreed to. 


Amendments. (by Mr. Poynton) 
agreed to— é 
That the words in’ sub-paragraph iii(a) — 


‘widows and were, prior to the enlistment of 


A soldiers, dependent upon them,’ be left — 
a view to insert in lieu a 


out with 
‘either widowed, divorced, or deserted.”? 
That the word ‘“‘ and’ in sub-paragraph iv. a :? 

be left out; that the words ‘‘ or step-mothers,”” — 

in sub- -paragraph v., be left out; that the fol: 


_ lowing new sub- _paragraph be inserted :—‘and — 


(vi.) any person who was, prior to the death i 
of an Australian soldier, recognised as his © 
wife, although not legally married to hin 

ate | 


Clause, as amended, agreed to. 
Sitting suspended from. 1 to 2. 16. Dp. m. 


‘Clause 48 amended to read as follows, 
and agreed to :— 


1. The Commission may appoint Winch: Com- 
mittees within a State or Territory. 


2. The persons to be appointed as members 
of a Local Committee shall be selected. in the — 


prescribed manner. 


3. Subject to the regulations, a. Local ‘Come |! | 
mittee shall have power to cab oa a mounts pee 
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funds for the district for’ which they are ap- 
pointed, and to disburse those funds within 
that district for the granting of assistance and 
benefits to any of the classes of persons speci- 
fied in paragraphs (a), (0), (¢), and (d) of 
the last preceding section, or to any relative or 
person not specified in paragraphs eR Cae at 


or (d) of that section who was dependent upon 


any deceased or discharged: Australian soldier 
prior to his enlistment, or for any. other pur- 
‘pose prescribed by the regulations. 

4. A Local Committee shall have such other 
powers as are prescribed. 

44. The Commission shall appoint, for each 
Local Committee, 


_sevyen members of the Committee 


4p. Five members of the executive of each 
Local Committee shall be nominated by the 
Committee, and two members shall be selected 
by the Commission. 

5. Members of a Local Committee and of the 
executive of a Local Committee shall hold 
office during the pleasure, of the Commission. 

6. Any Toa Committee appointed under the 
Australian Soldiers’ Repatriation Act 1917-19 
shall, and the executive of any such Local 
Committee shall, .continue as if appointed 
under this Act. 

7. The executive of a Local Committee shall 
have, and may exercise— 

(a) such of the. powers of the Committee 
\as are prescribed, and 
(65) such other powers as are prcneriNed: 
Provided that, in the exercise of 
any powers conferred in pursuance 
of paragraph (06) of this sub- 
section, the executive shall be re- 
sponsible only to the Commission. 


Clauses 49 to 52 agreed to. 
Clause 53— 


The books and peveunts kept— 
(a) by a Local Committee, or 
(6) in connexion with any repatriation 
fund raised prior to the passing of 
this Act, 


shall be subject to audit as prescribed. 


Mr. WEST (East Sydney) [2.20 |.— 


_ Thave on more than one occasion brought 
before honorable members the need for 


not under the control. of the 


the more thorough auditing of public 
accounts. 


Under the Bill as it stands, 
the auditing of the accounts of the Local 
Committees may be done by some person 
Auditor- 
General. In my opinion, that officer is 
the sole 


satisfy Parliament and the country of 
_ the correctness of public and quasi-public 


- accounts. 
took a great part in forcing the Govern- 


As one who a few years ago 


‘ ment to be more particular in requiring 


_ the auditing of the accounts 
ue _ Auditor-General’s Department, I suggest 
_.that in this clause the words ‘ 


scribe |” should be left out, and the 





by the 


“as pre- 
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an executive consisting of. 
partment. 


authority who can properly 
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words ‘‘by the .Auditor-General ’’ 

substituted for them. I do not wish 
to say anything about discrepancies 
that have occurred in the past in con- 
nexion with war funds. The Committee © 


is aware that the auditing of the Wool — 


Committee’s accounts is done by a person 
who is not under the Auditor-General. I 
have nothing to say against outside 
auditors, but the accounts of that Com- 
mittee and of all similar bodies should — 
be audited by the Auditor-General’s De- 


some of the outside auditors have not 
been as careful as they might have been. 
Had all the accounts of the kind I have 
in mind been subject to audit by the 
Auditor-General, many improper trans- 
actions would not have continued as long 
as they did, because under the Audit Act 
there mould have been a constant super- 
vision, whereas actually the auditing was 
done when accounts were being closed, or 
upon an annual statement. Nothing can 
be better than the prevention of crime, 
and the Minister in charge of a Depart- 
ment, who cannot be supposed to over- 
look every detail of administration, has 
a guarantee, when provision is made for 
the auditing of accounts by the Auditor- — 


General, that the money which he obtains _ 


from the Treasurer will not be wasted. 
Parliament should be very jealous for 
the proper accounting for moneys ex- 
pended at its direction. The mag- 
nitude of our expenditure is in itself 
a special reason for very careful 
auditing, and the Auditor-General should — 
eontrol.the. auditing of “all ace, 
eounts of Government expenditure. i 
After -all, the purpose of the audit is to. 


satisfy the Government that the accounts _ 


of these Committees are properly kept, 
and the moneys handled by them devoted 


to the proper purpose. 


Mr. Groom.—lIt is peehose that the 
audit shall be as prescribed. | 

Mr. WEST.—That is what I am ob- 
jecting to. That would give the Repa- 
triation Department latitude to consent 
to the appointment of an outside auditor. 

Mr. Groom.—The’ honorable member 
should: remember that there are 700 or — 
800. of these Committees scattered all — 
ovey the Commonwealth. 

Mr: WEST.~—That: is but a greater 
justification for adopting the course I 


I have positive evidence that 


_ suggest. 


aegit on Gaeta a a a 


man may claim to be an auditor. 
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The operations under this Bill 
will cover a very large area, and a very 
large amount of publie expenditure will 
be involved by them. ‘There is nothing 
in our laws, Federal or State, to prevent 
any man who pleases putting up a brass 
plate and describing himself as an audi- 
tor. J am sure that if the Minister will 
seek advice in this matter he will realize 
the wisdom of the amendment I suggest. 

Mr. Groom.—At the present time, 
wherever any Commonwealth expendi- , 
ture is undertaken by these Local Com-. 
mittees, it is subjected to Government 
audit. 

Mr. WEST.—I am again justified by 
what the honorable gentleman has said 
in urging that it should be made impera- 
tive by this Bill that these accounts shall 
be audited by the Auditor-General. _ 

Mr. Groom—wWhat I have said shows 
that there is no necessity for what the 
honorable member proposes. 

Mr. WEST.—I would remind the Go- 
vernment that the adoption of the amend- 
ment I suggest would not prevent the 
Auditor-General appointing some person 
in 


a tention put. The Committee divided. 


Ayes... vi oe) Nee 
Noes... | Shy 
Majority .- 16 
AYES, | - 

- Blakeley, A. ; Moloney, Parker 
Catts, J. A. | Riley, £. ; 
Considine, M. P. Ryan, T, J. 
Fenton, J. BE. Tudor, F. G. 

Gabb, J. M. West, J..E. 


- Foster, Richard 


Lazzarini, H. P. 
Mahony, W. G. 
¢ MeDonald, C. 


Pellers: 
Brennan, F. 
Page, James 

Nogs. 
Hughes, W. M. 
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any particular locality to act 
for him, and submit his audit to 
him. That is permitted by. the 
Audit Act. No Government Depart- 


ment should, in a matter of this kind, 


be placed: outside the supervision of the 
Auditor-General. It is said that figures 
do not lie, and, while that is so, our ex- 
perience at election times shows that the 
persons who handle figures are often the 
greatest liars on earth. 

Mr. Pornron.—Those lies would not 
be approved by an auditor. _ . 

Mr. WEST.—But artditors -have tien 
been shown to be wrong in their audits. 
That is not to be wondered at when any © 
Are, 
the Government ie ai to adopt the 


‘suggestion I have made? 


Mr. Groom.—wNo; 
right as it is. 

Mr. WEST.—Everything is right so 
long as Ministers get their own way, but. 
it is of no use for us to discuss any mea- 
sures if the Government are always to 
have their own way. I have given sufh- 
cient reasons for the amendment I have 
suggested, and I therefore move— | 

That the words “as prescribed” be struck 


the ties 


is au i 


out, with a view to insert in lieu thereot he 


words “by the Auditor-General.” 


Question so resolved in the hope 

Amendment negatived. 

Clause agreed to. 

‘Clauses bd to 56 agreed to. 

Clause 57 consequentially amended and 
agreed to. ve 

“Postponed clause 45— ~ es) hee 

The provisions of this Act shall extend to 
the case of any soldier of the Imperial. Re 
serve Forces called up for: active service who — 
at the commencement of the present state of — 
war was bond fide resident in Australia, as at 
that soldier were a member of the Forces as 
defined in this Act: bi 

Provided that :a pension shall not be pay: rae 
able under this section to any person who is 
not bond fide resident in Australia, Peay ie 


Upon which Mr. Buaxerzy had moved—_ 


That after the word “ service’ the follow- : 
ing words be inserted :— iy 
“and any Australian who is serving or 


( 


has served during the present war, in "the MY 


Naval or Military Forces of see aru of 
the King’s Dominions.”’ _ 


Amendment,. by leave, withdrawn. 
Mr. GROOM (Darling Downs—Min- 
ister for Works and Haibvaye) [2. a3; — 


1 move— 
That all the words before he proviso (he (0 
left out with a view to insert in lieu thereof hie 
the following :— i 
*. The Provisions. of - ipa ‘Part: shall extend ; 
to— . 
(a) any soldier “ORs ihe Imperial Reserve. y Week 
Forces called up for active service oy 

during the present: bah amd 94 ie 


’ , y 
‘ +e 
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e \. ' LG Es is, 
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in another Dominion, 
eitizen of that Dominion, from which he 


Pee. 


ay 


_ Australian iste 

~{b) any person who is serving or has 
served during the present war in 

the Naval or Military Forces of 

any part of .the King’s Dominions, 

other than the - Commonwealth, on 

active service outside that Dominion, 

nm proof to the satisfaction of the Commission 


that he was, immediately before being called 


up or before his enlistment, as the case may 


be, domiciled in the Commonwealth. # 


Mr, Fenton —Exactly what 1 is implied 
by the phrase, “domiciled in the Com- 
monwealth ”’ ? 

Mr. GROOM. 
term, in this instance implying that Aus- 
tralia is the man’s permanent home. 

Mr. Tupvor. — I was away from Aus- 
tralia at one time, working for some 


months in other countries, but I take it 


that throughout that period I was a bona 


_ fide Australian. 


Mr. GROOM.—Had the honorable 


member abandoned his Australian domi- 


~ gile? 


‘Mr. Tupor. “Ne | 

Mr. GROOM.—Then , is a question 
‘of fact in each such. case. . 

Mr. GREGORY (Dampier) [2.41].— 
Would the provisions of this measure ap- 


ply to an Australian-born who had lived 


here for many years, and had gone to 
some other country within the Empire, 


and who had served in the war, and sub- 
sequently returned to Australia? 


- Mr. GROOM (Darling Downs—Min- 


ister for Works and Railways) [2.42]— 


‘Those whom we desire to assist by the 
provisions of this Act are all those Aus- 
tralians who were bond fide resident 
‘within the Commonwealth, and domiciled 
here when the war broke out.. If a man 
has been away from Australia for a few 
months that does not affect his domicile. 
 But,suppose that’ a man had abandoned 
‘Australia as his domicile and was living 
as a bona fide 


_ had enlisted, and in whose Forces he had 
served, he would have no claim on the 
Pars nivealt h. 

Mr. Grecory—lL know of an Aus- 


- tralian who served in the South African 


war, and became domiciled in Rhodesia. 
Sone. after the late war broke out he re- 
turned to Australia and enlisted as a 
_ member of the A.L.FY 
- Mr. GROOM.—He will be covered by 
a, Bill as a bond fide member of the 
acl. i esha a 
ag ah agreed to. *. 


=, 
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Clause, as amended, agreed to. Be 
Amendment (by Mr. Poynton) agreed c 

to— We 
That the souleing new clauses be inserted:— _ 

“56a. The Commission shall furnish to 


the Minister annually, for presentation to 
the Parliament, a report of the administra- 


tion and operation of this Act.” 
“568. Where prior to the passing of this _ 
Act a local fund for the repatriation of 
Australian soldiers has been raised in any 
district, the comrtrol of that fund) shall, 


subject to the regulations, be vested in : 


ythe trustees for the time being 


fund.”’ 
Mr. HILL (Echuca) 2. AD | oe move— 


of the 


That the following new clause be inserted :— 


“474."The Commission shall have power to 

assist soldiers in establishing industries on a 
co-operative basis, such industries to include 
the a eauiactare of boots, woollen goods, and — 
clothing, tanning, wool-scouring, fellmongering | 
{and kindred industries), saw .milling, and — 
other enterprises.” 
Very many of our‘ returned men have 
been placed upon the land. I have no | 
fault to find with the land settlement 
policy of the Government; on the con- 
trary, | hope it will be liberalized, exten- 
sively. But I think some provision should 
be made for-men who have no trade or — 
calling, and my special object is to make 
it possible to do something for them. 

Mr. Poynton.—Do you want these co- 


-operative enterprises to be beyond the — 


control of the Minister? 


Mr. HILL—They might be subject to 


‘the authority of the Minister or not. A 


man who goes upon the land is entitled — 
to £2,500 worth of land, and is further — 
assisted to the extent of £625. 
orable member for .Corangamite (Mr. 
Gibson) pointed out recently that it would 


eost this country £1,500,000 to repatriate . 


500 men by means of land settlement, and 
only £125,000 to repatriate the same num- 
per of men by the establishment of co- 
operative woollen mills for their employ- 
‘ment; in other words, that it would cost 
£3, 195 to repatriate one man upon the 
land, and only £250 in providing him 
with employment in a ¢o- ieee 
woollen mill. 

Mr. Groom.—Does the Aorahle mem- 
ber suggest how thé scheme could be — 
carried out as a co-operative enterprise, — 
how much capital would be employed, and 
so forth? » 

Mr. HILL.—I suggest that £250 be 


advanced per head of those employed in 


avn ’ : 
~ awit 


Oe 
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the proposed co-operative. enterprise. 
According to the honorable member for 
Corangamite, this sum would be ample. 
There may be some doubt as to whether 
a woollen mill run on these lines would be 
profitable; but the Inter-State Commis- 
sion’s report showed that the net profits 
made by the woollen mills of the Common- 
wealth during the first three years. of the 
war, actually exceeded by £50, 710 the 
total of capital employed in 1914. The 
capital invested in that year in woollen 
mills produzing blankets, flannels, &c., was 
£536,639, and the profits made in. the 
three years 1915-16-17 totalled £541,135, 
while the capital employed in mills pro- 
ducing tweeds, serges, &c., was £607,746, 
and the profits during those three years 
amounted to £655,960, showing a_ total 
capital investment of £1,144,385 and pro- 
fits £1,195,095. 


Sir Roperr Bxst.—That was because 
‘of war conditions. 


Mr. Latrp Smiru.w~-The mills were 
working three shifts a day. ‘ 
Mr. HILL.—The requirements of the 


people to-day are such that a co-operative 
woollen mill run by ‘soldiers eduld also 
be worked three shifts a day and be quite 
as profitable. 

Mr. Tupor.—Many of thé mills did not 
work three shifts a day because they 
could not get a sufficient number of em- 
ployees. 

Mr. HILL.—I am not here to fas 
the great proprietary companies. I am 
here to put a word in for co-operative 
enterprises. It goes without saying that 
the profits can still be made, not only by 
woollen mills, but by co-operative boot 
factories, fellmongering establishments, 


tanneries, wool-scouring works, saw-mills, | 


and other similar establishments; and I 
would like to see some of those profits 
distributed amongst the rank and file. 
If honorable gentlemen sitting on this 
side of the House are deeply interested 
in the welfare of our returned soldiers, 
they now have an opportunity of proving 
it. I hope they will support me to the 
hilt, and that something will be done for 
those of our returned men who do not go 
upon the land. Will the Minister accept 
the new clause if the proposed enterprises 
are made subject to the approval of the 
Minister ? | 


kN AG 
i 


# 


Mr, Pornron.—I would like to have 
the proposal discussed before it gag 
my opinion, 

Mr. HILL—During the last twee or 
three years a large amount of sustenance 
money has been paid to our returned 
soldiers. I do not wish to indulge in 
recriminations, but in my opinion this . 
problem should have been tackled two — 


‘or three years ago, and instead of paying — 


sustenance money and keeping in idleness 


those men who did not want to go upon 


the land and had no qualifications for 
land settlement, they should have been 


placed in the Commonwealth Woollen ni 


Mills or other private concerns to learn 
a trade and been paid a living wage, so 
that by the time they had become :pro- 
ficient, factories would have been erected 
and machinery installed. 

Mr. Latrp Smrrxu.—Men 
trained already. 

Mr. HILL.—I am aware of that, a 
there is good reason why we should con- 
tinue training and employing these men 
by “means of co-operative enterprises. 
If these industries are established, I hope 
that they will be set up as far as possible 
in country towns, with a view to bringing 
about decentralization. Honorable mem- 
bers opposite must recognise that. the 


are being 


population of our capital cities is quite — We 


out of proportion—the disproportion is — 


growing to an alarming extent—and we - 


should be only too pleased to receive any 


support in the movement towards decen- nal 


tralization. 
Mr. POYNTON (Greys Neer ube 
Home and Territories) [2.56]—The 
honorable member has referred to what ~ 
he describes as a fearful waste of money 
in connexion with the payment of sus-_ 
tenance to returned soldiers. eK: 
Mr. Hirx.—I did not say thats ‘aie iy | 
money was wasted. I maintained that it 
could be better employed. A 
Mr. POYNTON.—When we lonaee 
that the average payment of sustenance 
to each soldier has been £8 5s., hardly ex- 
ceeding a period of three weeks: it will be. 
seen that expenditure in this direction 
has not been extravagant, especially when 
it is compared with the services the men 
have rendered Australia. 


. in copay for many ha. boa that is i 





The bulk of oh 
this money has been paid during one of = 
the most troublesome periods we have had yall 





ed 


to say, during the influenza outbreak and 


the seamen’s and marine engineers’ 
strikes. Not only have we been obliged 
to sustain returned soldiers who were 
thrown out of employment because of 


these industrial troubles, but we have also 


had to provide relief for thousands of 
people in the State of Victoria. 

The honorable member for Echuca 
(Mr. Hill) must know that the Repatria- 
tion Department can only train as many 
men as the trade unions will permit. 

Mr. Hirxt.—No trade union would ob- 


ject to the employment of 100 men in the 
Commonwealth Woollen Mills. — 


Mr. POYNTON.—It was only last 
week that the Castlemaine moulders ob- 
jected to the employment of one trainee 
to every six journeymen. ‘They would 
not allow more than one trainee to about 
thirty journeymen. 

If the Government had come -down 


with this proposal, it would have been 


described as one of the most Socialistic 
ever put forward. Three men, over 
whom we have practically no control, are 
to be allowed to commit the country to 
the expenditure of millions of pounds 
without any check upon them. : 
Mr. Hirxi.—I am willing to include the 
words “subject to, the approval of the 
Minister.” dna Vie 


ne el 


Mr. POYNTON.—In any case, the 


clause is unnecessary, because the Re- 


_ patriation Commissioners will be. per- 
_fectly entitled to give consideration to 


such projeets. The proposed new clause 


would make it mandatory on them to— 
accede to them. The honorable member 


has put forward a simple illustration in 


regard to the establishment of a co-opera- 
tive woollen mill, with, perhaps, a capital . 
 wof £1,000,000; but his proposal covers not 
only woollen mills, but also boot factories, 
clothing factories, canning factories, and, 


in fact, it is so worded as to cover almost 
any enterprise under the sun, The Go- 


- -vernment cannot agree to any. proposal 
- which would commit the country in this 


way to the expenditure of scores of mil- 


lions of pounds. 


_ turned soldiers 
- lions of pounds. | 
Mr. POYNTON.—There is no'sugges- 


Mr. Hir1.—We have not sufficient re- 
to absorb scores of mil- 


tion of any limitation as to the number 


Wee of factories. If we start a woollen mill 


ea): i 
‘ 
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in Geelong, why should not one be started _ 
in Bendigo or Ballarat, or any other 
centre? If we establish a factory in one | 
State there would be a call upon us to 
establish similar factories in other States. 


_ In the circumstances, I cannot consent to 


the honorable member’s proposal as it 
stands. | | : | 

Mr. TUDOR (Yarra) [3.0].—I under- — 
stand that the honorable member for 

- Hchuca (Mr. Hill) is quite willing to have ~ 
the words “ subject to the approval of the 
Minister” inserted in the clause. When 
the first Repatriation Bill was before this 
House, 1 pointed out that the man on the 
land was to be treated in an infinitely 
better way than the man who was engaged 
in an industry in a city. I consider the — 
proposal of the honorable member a step 
in the right direction, because I hold that 
every man should be placed on the same 
footing. : 

Mr. Frnron.—What is the difference 
between providing money for a woollen 
mill and finding it for a man who is 
anxious to go on the land? — 

Mr. TUDOR.—There is no difference 
whatever. The proposal of the honorable 
member for Echuca is on the lines of that — 
put forward by the honorable members for — 
Swan (Mr. Prowse), and Adelaide (Mr. 
Blundell), for the establishment of co- 
operative concerns by returned soldiers — 
utilizing their war gratuity bonds. ‘They — 
are already doing this in Geelong. The 


Minisier says that the proposal before us | 


is socialistic; but surely we have all got 
beyond being frightened by that name, as _ 
applied to any project. If this new clause 
will provide an opportunity for returned 
soldiers to co-operate for the purpose of — 
doing something for themselves and Aus- — 
tralia, we shall be taking a step in the © 
right direction by including it in the Bill. | 
Mr. STEWART (Wimmera) |3.3].— 
The object of the proposal of the honor- 
able member for Echuca (Mr. Hill) is to 
make provision for those men who, prior © 
to the war, were not engaged in farming 


,or in some business calling. A man who 


was a farmer before the war is placed on — 
the land on his return; the man who was 


in a small business before he went to the © 


war is placed in business again on his re- 
turn, and the man who wielded a pick and ~ 
shovel before he went overseas is given a 
pick and shovel.on his return. The farm 

labourer who worked for a weekly wage — 
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. on his es put on the land, and 
placed in a position to become ‘his own 
_ employer, but what is done for the man 
who, before enlisting, worked for a saw- 
miller for a weekly wage? He is seni 
“pack to the sawmill under the old boss 
who was having a comfortable time while 
his employee was away fighting. In his 
remarks, the Minister (Mr. Poynton), as 
is often done by honorable gentlemen on 


the front bench, dealt with details, getting. 


quite away from the vital principle at 


issue. We admit that there are 
obstacles in the way of the adoption 
of our proposal, but we are quite 


' prepared to agree to any safeguard the 
Minister may think fit. 

“These returned men should be given an 
opportunity, and I shall give an ‘lustra- 


tion of what 1 mean. .When I. was 
in the eountry the. other day, I 
Was in conversation with a number 
of men wearing military badges who — 


were working at a saw-mill at a railway 
siding. . They were engaged by an em- 
plover at a weekly wage, and I asked 
them whether, if provision wefe made 
_ for an advance from the Repatriation 
' Department to enable them to purchase 


an engine, a bench and a few drays, they 


could not run a plant of their own. They 
replied emphatically in the affirmative, 
and said they would be only too glad to 
undertake the work on their own account 
if they could obtain the necessary capital. 
Jt is to cover such cases as this that we 
are endeavouring to incorporate this 
amendment in the Bill. We do not desire 
the measure to be amended in such-a 
way that any one conid come along and 
ask for an advance to launch some wild- 


cat scheme, and we are quite agreeable 


to aceept any reasonable safeguards. The 
bulk of the men in the: Australian Im- 
‘perial Force before they went. to the war 
were working for others. What have the 
Government done for the bulk of them? 


That is a question.I desire the Govern- 


‘ment to consider, and I also appeal very 


_ strongly to those honorable members in > 


this Chamber who are wearing military 
badges to support this reasonable proposi- 
tion, | 

Mr, JOWETT (Gramptaney: [3.7 ].—I 
trust the Government will see their way 
clear to deal with. the amendment in a 
sympathetic manner, as the proposal is 
reasonable one and cannot be regarded 
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OSB SOTMInUAIONE depommean or. any- 


thing of that nature. | The poor. in 
amendment is confined — CO- 
operative businesses, . which, sitar a 
are voluntary associations of  : 


-earrying on industries for the enol ae 


themselves and the whole community. It — 
is to be regretted that the co-operative 
system has not become more widely estab- 
lished in Australia.. Objections may- be 

raised to this proposal, and although the 

amendment may not be in the form the 

Government desire; the principle is a per- 
fectly sound one. Criticisms have been » 
made concerning the Repatriation De- — 
partment or the administration of the | 
Act, because proper‘ provision has not 


been made to advance money: to soldiers 


who desire to start in business. Although 
many of the men who went to the Front 
were employees before they left Austra-. 
lia, as stated by the honorable member ~ 
ror Wimmera (Mr. Stewart), there are 
many who would by now have been, 
in business on their own account if they: 
had not gone abroad in the interests of 
Empire. 

Mr. Poywron vend it oe ae ee 
of the honorable member if the Govern- 
ment agreed to insert after the word 
“shall” the words “subject to the apm 
proval of the Minister”? — 


Mr. JOWETT.—I COCR that he ee 3 


honorable member for Echuca (Mr. Hill) | Rey 
is prepared to accept the Assistant Min- oY 
ister’s suggested amendment. ‘ o 
Mr. Poysron. ce am willing to” do. 
thats 2) rey 
Mr. Hix — But we will want “gome=* 
thing done. 
Mr. JOWETT aa am indebted to Pee 


' Aeting Minister for Repatriation for his 


offer, and I trust that the proposal. phy 
the honorable member for Echuea will 
have the unanimous support of the” 
House. 


Mr. ‘RICHARD FOSTER (Wakefield): 


[8.10].—I agree entirely with the object 


of establishing co-operative concerns, but 


I do not want the soldiers and the tax- mo 


payers generally to believe that we are 
providing for pene wen will not 
really exist. ~ 


Mr. Frenton.—I oe we are sincere, 


Ose aut that this is not: to be Rote! as a ; 
sham, 
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“Mr. RICHARD FOSTER.—I_ hope 
the honorable member is sincere. This is 
entirely a financial question. 

Mr. Jowerr—lIt will be subject to 
the approval of the Minister. 

Mr. RICHARD FOSTER.—I object 
to placing placards, supposed to embody 
principles, on our statute-book when they 
are not on a sound basis. 

Mr. Grsson.—lIs not land settlement on 
a. sound basis? 

Mr. RICHARD FOSTER. —Yes, Ae 
I shall tell the honorable member why. 
Mr. Jowrtrr.—The Assistant Minister 


has already agreed to the proposal. 


Mr. RICHARD FOSTER.—I do not 
care, and I appeal to the honorable mem- 
ber for Grampians, who knows something 

about business, to say whether this is not 
the cerudest proposition ever conceived by 
a respensible Parliament. I desire to 
-know whether we have any authority, as 
representatives of the people, to assist in 
undertakings under the crude proposal 
before the House. It is an impossible 
proposition when considered from the 
financial aspect. Let honorable members 
who are so keen to include this provision 
in the Bill interview the heads of any 
financial institution and ask them if they 
are prepared to advance money on the 
basis of the proposal now before us. My 
‘entire syimpathy is with the movement, 
- but it must have somé foundation. Com- 
' parison has been made between land 
settlement and the proposal of the honor- 
able member for Echuca. While there is 
a risk of losing perhaps hundreds of 
- thousands, or even millions, sterling in 


connexion with land settlement, the risk 


under this proposition is ten times 
io greater. : 
Mr. Hitr.—No. 


Mr. RICHARD FOSTER.—I say , it 
is. The larid is there and cannot be re 
Land settlement is totally dif- 
“srent from entering into businesses of 
various kinds and competing with com- 
mercial undertakings that have been 
established for years ‘and are under 
highly-efficient control. | 
Mr. Jowerr.—The 
— look after that. 
Mr. RICHARD FOSTFER.—TI am 


Government will 


gure my honorable friend knows that in. 


- eonnexion with our land settlement prob- 
lem there are painful instances where 
| ioe 





been paid by way of sustenance. 


men who have gone on the land and have 


accepted advances from the Department 


have been all right while the money was 
coming in, 


the Committee not to raise false hopes, 


* by intreducing into the Bill a scheme in- 


volving an expenditure of hundreds of 
thousands of pounds, which is not on a 


‘sound basis. 
Mr. Gisson. Pte will be the fault of | 


the Commissioners if any mistake is 
made; they will have power to investigate 
every case. 

Mr. RICHARD FOSTER. __Every- 
thing will depend upon ‘the class of Com- 
missioners we secure. Surely honorable 


members are not going to behave like — 
and put forward a 
scheme that is not likely to be a credit 


school children, 


to the Parliament. 


Dr. MALONEY (Melbourne) [3.16].—_ 


The attitude of the honorable member for 


Wakefield (Mr. Richard Foster), who has | 


just. resumed his seat, reminds me of the 
old couplet— 
Perhaps it was right to dissemble your love, 
But why did you kick me downstairs? 
The Minister has said that the average 
sustenance allowance. extends over three 
weeks. That means that each individual 
receives £6 6s., and as 300,000 men have 
returned, a total of over £1,800,000 has 


any one say that there is anything to 
show for the money thus expended ? 
Mr. Groom.—Does the honorable 


gentleman agree with the payment of 


sustenance money ? 

Dr. MALONEY.—I do; 
the miserable way that has been followed 
by the Department. 
orable member for Echuca. When a 
number of poor fellows, 


lings a week at the Anzac weaving 


school, the wonderful Department of Re- _ 


a naion used to deduct from their sus- 
tenance allowance of £2 2s. a week the 
paltry 15s. a week that was accruing to 
the men by ‘way of pension. That was 
not done in Sydney, where the industry 
is carried on under the auspices of the 
Red Cross. But for the Repatriation De- 
partment, and the influence of Flinders- 
lane, there would be in Victoria to-day 


1,000 men engaged in the Anzac tweed 


industry. 


but when that ceased they 
have walked off their holdings and told 
the Department to take the land. I urge 


Cant 


but not in 


TI am glad that this — 
amendment has been moved by the hon- 


most of them _ 
maimed, were earning a few paltry shil- 


a is made in this Bill. 
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ihenbadeient of the amendment (by 
Mr. Poynton) propesed— : 
That after the word “shall,” line 1, the 


words “subject to the approval of the Minis- 
ter” be inserted. 


‘Mr. ROBERT COOK (Indi) [3.22].— 
IT am not at all pleased with 
way in which this question has 
been discussed, since there has been 
on all sides a display of ‘bitterness 
‘that we have’ no desire to arouse. . 
am 2, staunch believer in co-operation, 
and as the result of twenty years’ ex- 


perience of it in Victoria, I am able to 


say that it has been att ended. with splen- 
did results. I am associated at the pre- 
sent time with six very ~ successful co- 
operative enterprises, with a turnover of 


£250,000 a year. I visited the, Repa- 


triation Trades School, Wirth’s Park, 
a few days ago, and saw with in- 
terest what is being done in_ the 


vocational traming of returned men. 
The work is a distinct credit to the Min- 
ister. Many of them are rapidly becom- 
ing efficient, and, in’ the near future, 
will be splendid tradesmen. A man who 
‘is learning the trade of a blacksmith, 
after four months’ experience, was turn- 
ing out work equal to that of an appren- 
tice of two years’ standing. The amend- 
ment simply proposes that these men 
shall go on earning for themselves in- 
stead of making profits for employers. 


We feel that. there is ample room for a- 


very wide extension. cf the principle of 
co-operation, and that, under the .wise 
guidance of the Minister, there is -no 
likelihood of waste and extravagance. If 
the Minister cannot supervise co-opera- 
tive ventures such as we propose, then 
how will it be possible for him to super- 
vise other enterprises involving a con- 
siderable expenditure for which provision 
I hope that the 
amendment will not be dealt with in a 
party spirit, but that a united effort will 
be made to give these men real, sound, 
practical assistance through , the ’ channel 
of co-operation. 


Mr. GIBSON (Gananemuntie) [3.24 ].— 
The Minister has practically agreed to 
the! amendment, subject to the insertion 
of the words ‘‘ “subject to the approval of 
the Minister.”’ I am inclined to think 
that the word ‘‘ Commissioners ”’ instead 
of ‘‘ Minister ’’ should be employed. 

Mr. Tupor.—All of these projects will 
aay arye an expenditure of over £5,000, 


the 
ean the land. 
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cot) must thuretore be retorneas to Bye. 


Minister. | 


Mr. 
movement. It is simply a scheme to en- 
able returned soldiers in certain districts 
to combine so that they will secure the 
same help that is given to those who go 
_ Every man will then have 
a chance of entering into some concern 
that will be of advantage to himself. 
The honorable member. for Indi (Mr. 


yf 


Robert Cook) referred to what is being 


done in, the way of vocational training ee 
Wirth’s | “Park,> Very ane work 7 


being done there, simply to enable ieee 
men to become Srv anae of other men. 


We want to make them masters, not ser- 


vants. I am surprised at the attitude 
of the honorable member for Wakefield 


GIBSON. _This is nota ee 





Se 


(Mr. Foster), who waxed very eloquent — 


on behalf of ‘vested interests. If these 


men are given an opportunity they wilk — 


form themselves into little companies, 


which will be an absolute success. The 


Government never had a better oppor-— 


{unity than the present to enter into this 


Paik: 


undertaking in the proper spirit. Little 
groups of men trained at Wirth’s: 

could. be given contracts for some — 
of the houses being built to-day. 


are actually building those houses, but 
are only getting wages out of them, while 


somebody else is reaping the profits. ss : 
There are scores of saw-mill hands work- — 
ing in forest areas who only need to be — 


advanced about £250 each, instead of the 
£2,500 advanced in other cases, and then 


the. Government can let ‘them as many - 
contracts as they like to tut timber for 
That decidedly . 
The men are absolutely 
efficient, and know the job of saw- -milling 
quite as well as the men who run the — 
some of the small 
schemes which this. measure should be 
We should give re- 
turned men facilities to establish manu- 


the housing scheme. 


should be done. 


mills. These are 
passed to promote. 


facturing undertakings in some of the 


decadent mining towns, and by that® 


means the whole of the existing housing 
problem could be solved. The houses 1 
looked at the other day are costing about. 
£700 each. The Government could ob- 


tain houses equal to them for half, me 


even a quarter, of the money in some of | 
the mining districts. 


They ° I 


Those centres are ys 
‘admirably suited for small co- cpa | if 
esp gunn run ey: returned wear: ae ‘- 
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hope the Government. will see to these down in the first column, the rates of 
things, which are necessary in the in- pension in the other columns shall be 
serests of the men who cannot possibly go assessed nroportionately. | 
on the land. The honorable. member Schedule, as amended, agreed to. 
. for Wakefield spoke of the men on the Second Schedule- 
land. The Government are placing } 
RATE FOR SPECIAL PENSIONS—£8 PER. 
£650 worth of improvements on 60 acres pee ea 
of ground. The result is to bring up the The Special Rate of Pension may be croak 
value of that ground. by £10. per acre. In to members of the Forces who have been _ 
some cases the land is not. worth it when blinded as the result: of War: Service, and to- 
that £10 per acre improvement is placed members who are totally and permanently in- 
npon a capacitated, (i.e., incapacitated for life to such 
A d Ae ; , an extent as to be precluded from earning 
a i: mendment ( r. OYNTON’s) agreed other than a negligible percentage of a living | 
s Q. wage). 
vee a ae new clause, as amended, The Special Rate of Pension shall not be 
: agreed to. , payable to any pensioners who are maintained 
= ae ane cast in an establishment at the public expense. 
Bi: inst Sehedule— In the case. of a member. who has been 


We Seal é 





_~ +». GENERAL PENSIONS RATES. 
of Pensions payable to Widow or 
Widowed Mother on Death of a Member of 
the Forces, or to a Member, or to the Wife 
; ore a Member, ak his total aaa Yy. 


Where the; rate of pay of a member. of the 
Forces exceeds a rate shown in column one of 
this schedule, and is less than the next higher 
rate in that column, the rates of pensions pay- 
able for the purposes of columns two and 
three shall be computed by adding to the rate 
of pension shown in those columns opposite t 
the next lower rate of pay the sum which 
bears to the difference between that rate of 
pension and the next-—-higher rate of pension 
showh im those columns the proportion which 
the difference between the rate of pay received 

the member and the next lower rate of pay 


ooh te in column one bears to the difference 


between the next lower and the next higher 


- rates of pay im that column. 


Amendment (by Mr. Groom) agreed 
to— i 

That after the word. “ payable ” (line 2) the 
words “subject to the provisions of the oe 


“ Schedule ” be inserted. 


Mr. PROWSE (Swan) [3.30].—I have 


racked my brains to understand the mean- 


ing of the concluding paragraph of this 


law. 


‘schedule, but have not been able to do 
so. Ido not know how those who will 
need to use the Bill will fare unless if is 
put in simpler form. Will the Minister 
explain what it means? 

Mr. GROOM (Darling Donne Min 
ister for Works and Railways) [3.31].— 
Yhe paragraph expresses the existing 

In the first column of the schedule 
certain rates of pay per day of the mem- 

ber-of the Forces are set out, and in the 
other columns are set out the correspond- 
ing pension rates. This paragraph 
simply provides that where a rate of pay 
existed between any of ihe amounts set 

3L2 J 


ns 


eranted the Special Rate of Pension, the wife 
of such member shall not be entitled ‘to receive 
a pension exceeding the rate specified in column 
five of the Virst Schedule opposite the rate of 
pay ot the member. | 


Mr. HECTOR LAMOND (Illawarra) 
[3.82].—I shall not>propose the amend- 
ment which I have cireulated, but instead 
beg to move— 


That. after the first paragraph the follonete | 
new paragraph be inserted :— 

“The Commissioner may grant a pension 
not exceeding the special rate of pension — 
to any member of the Forces who is 
suffering from tuberculosis and who has 
been for at least six months an inmate — 
of an establishment for persons so. suffer- 
ing, and has been discharged from that estab- 
lishment. Provided that this paragraph shall 
not authorize the grant of a pension to any 


~ member of the Forces unless upon his dis- 


charge from the establishment the medical 
officer in charge of that establishment has cer-_ 
tified. that such discharge is not a menace to 
public health.” 

Mr. 
ment. | 

Mr. TUDOR. (Yarra) [3.33] ae 
amendment provides that a person sutfer- 
ing from tubercular disease has to be dis- 
charged from the establishment before he 
can receive the pension. He may be a 
married man, and the special rate of pen- 
sion, would, of course, be for the benefit - 
of his es It would be dangerous to 
grant, it only if the man was discharged. 


Poynton.—I accept the amead- 


We should not encourage persons sutfer- 


ing from this diséase to be discharged 
amongst the community. While I have 
as much sympathy with these sufferers as 
has. any. other. honorable member, I be- 
lieve it is recognised by the medneal 
authorities that: they are a menace to the 
public health unless properly looked » 
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ber for Illawarra. 
compel the men to be discharged from the 
samatorium. JI understand that if the 


of the institution. 
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after. 
a sanatorium. 
_ Mr. Groom.—The patient has to get a 
certiticate from the medical officer that 
his discharge is not a menace to the pur 
he health. 

Mr. TUDOR.—The amendment is a re- 


phrasing of the original one of which 


notice was given by “the honorable mem- 
It is dangerous to 


pension is paid to men ' while they 
are inmates of an institution, the bulk of 
it is retained by the institution. In Vic- 


toria, the Department has adopted a very 


bad jpolicy by sending the men who 
were at Mont Park, where tubercular 
cases were treated, to the Austin Hospital 
for Incurables, and placing them in the 
Kronheimer wing, which is the finest part 
It is bad for the sol- 
diers to be kept amongst incurables, and 


‘the policy is bad for the people, because it 


prevents other incurables from obtaining 
admission, ‘The hardships experienced 


‘overseas caused many of our men to de- 


velop tubercular troubles, and I believe 


gh doing everything possible to help them. 
l approve of paying the pension to them, 


but I do not. like the provision that they 
shall not get it until they are discharged 
from the “institution. It is better for 
them to be in a sanatorium; because they 
have a better chance of recovery, and are 


- not so much a menace to the community. 


Mr. HECTOR LAMOND (Ulawarra) 


ey 38].—The position as it has been ex- 
a plained to me is that any inmate of an 
institution who is able to obtain employ- 


‘Ment can leave at any time and mix with 
the general community without restraint, 


Men sbeue men who are unable to Aitain 


‘employment must remain in the institu- 
tion or starve. The object of the amend- 


“ment is to give to them an opportunity of 


returning to their homes for the purpose 
of continuing the treatment. It is ad- 
mitted that the institutions are conducted 


in the best possible way, but the inmates 
say that they are continually coming in 
contact with people similarly afflicted, 


and they can never FOrEOS that they are 
tubercular cases. 
Mr. Tupor.—That is why. I object to 
then being put in the Austin Hospital. 
Mr. HECTOR LAMOND.—That will 


be altered shortly; the Department will 


It is far better for thee and for 
other people that they should be kept in 


[REPRESENTATIVES.]_ eee ak : 


provide ‘effectively. For aan cases being as 
treated in the country under different 


conditions, The object I have in view is 


te enable tubercular patients who are not. 
able to work to get the same attention as 
they would be able to get if they were 


living at home amongst their own people, 
if in the opinion of the medical officer of 


the institution there was no special danger 


to the community in allowing them to re- 
turn to their homes. The reason for the 
provision that patients must remain in an 


institution for six months is that in that 

period they may learn how to’avoid 
spreading contagion to others. aie am 
assured by the “Medical Superintendent a 
that it is quite safe for these patients to. 





mix with other people so long ag” they — 


have been properly trained to look after 
rate, whether or not 
there is a danger in what is proposed, the 
present position is that the man who has. — 
money may go to his home, whilst the 


themselves. At any 


man dependent upon the low rate of pen- 


sion at present paid has to remain in the 
institution, and in his own judgment has 
not the same chance to recover as he 
would have if he could j join his own people ie 


in his home. 


Dr. MALONEY (Melbourne) [3.40]-— 


1 approve of the amendment, which “is. an 
improvement upon the present practice, 
but I do not understand why we should 


tion for six months if, at the end of one 


month, he is fit to be ‘discharged. How- i i 
ever, T am willing to give the proposal a — 
‘trial, and if we find that it tends to — 


counteract the benefits conferred by the 

clause, we ought to be able to pee it. 
Amendment agreed to. , 
Schedule, as amended, agreed to. 
Third Schedule— 


Class. of person eligible for pension, Snes rnin 


Rate of pousen payers, 


Vr. GROOM Caring Downie Maen 
for Works and Railways) [3.44]—In 


order to meet the case of widows, or un- 


married mothers of Gena born out of 
wedlock, I move— ° 


That the following paragraph its ‘inserted— 


compel an invalid to remain in an institu-_ 


‘“ Widowed or unmarried mother cf an — 


unmarried member who was born out of 
_ wedlock and who was brought up by her.’” 


‘The rate specified in column two of 
in the heh 
case of a widow, she became a widow, 
or within three — bis a Jel 


the First Schedule, provided that, 


either 
after, 


prior to, 
the death of ‘the member.’ 





_. That all the words after “disability” (second 
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Mr. RILEY (South Sydney) 3. 45].— 


L have in mind the ease of an unmarried 


‘mother whose son went to the war. At 


_ the time of his departure for the Front he 


was not living with her, and she cannot 
prove her dependence upon him. © 

_ Mr. Groom.—The question of depen- 
dency does not arise. If she brought up 


the boy she is in the same position as is a 


married mother. 
Amendment agreed to. 

» Schedule, as amended, agreed to. 
‘Fourth Schedule 


Any member of the Forces who is incapacitated 
by reason of a disability specified in the first column 
of this Schedule shall receive the rate of pension 
shown in the second column of this Schedule oppo- 


_ site the description of the disability. ..... 


, Amendment (by Mr. Poynton) agreed 
to—— Be ! 


occurring) be left out, with a view to insert- 


ing in lieu thereof the following schedule :— 


# Rate of Permanent 
Pension payable. 
Percentage of 
rate in. column 4 


Description of Disability. ° 
: { in First Schedule 


4 opposite Member’s 
j ‘| Rate of Pay. 
Per centum 
Loss io two or more limbs 100 
Loss of both eyes : 100 
. atau ‘of ‘one eye, together with y 
Joss of leg, foot, hand or arm | 100 
hose of both arms 100 
Loss. of both legs 100 
‘Loss of both feet 100 
Loss of both hands 100 
Loss of hand and foot. 100 
Loss of all fingers and thumbs. . 100 
Lunacy te {| 100 
- Wounds, injuries, or disease, ix in- 
volving total permanent. dis- 
abling effects 100 
Very severe facial distiphienpnt: 100 


Amputation of leg at hip, or at 
right arm at shoulder joint |.|100 for first six 


© Gf right handed), or of left (| months ° 
arm at shoulder joint (if left | | 80 thereafter’ 
handed) 
Severe facial disfignrement. 80 
Total loss of speech .. 80 ‘ 
: 100 for first six 
Loss of leg or foot months 


wei #53 thereafter 


Loss of arm or hand .. 


(| 100 for first six 
months 
75 thereafter 
‘Total deafness 710 
tia of vision in one eye (60>. 


_ For the purposes of this Schedule a leg, foot, 


5:1 San: arm or eye is deemed to be lost if it is ren- 


~ dered permanently and wholly useless, . 
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Sah edie: as amended, agreed. to. 
‘Title agreed to. 

Bill reported with cadets § 


Mr. PARKER MOLONEY (Hume) 
{3. 47]. eS move— 

That the Bill be now debian ited for the 
purpose of reconsidering clause 22, with a 
view to inserting before the word “In? at 
the beginning of the clause the words ‘‘ That 
this part of this Act be administered by the 
existing Pensions Department.’ 


Mr. Groom.—That question hae been 
fought out. 


Mr. PARKER MOLONEY.—I am | 
adopting this course because the matter 
ig one of great importance. The Bill seeks 
to create.a new and unnecessary Depart- 
ment, and I do not wish the occasion to 
pass without honorable members being 
afforded an ample opportunity of saying 
whether or not they approve of this un- 
The present Pensions 
Department has already done three- 
fourths of this work, and has done it 
exceedingly well. The only reason which 
the Minister has assigned in favour of 
the creation of a new Department is that 
it will effect economy in the: matter of 
time. From my stand-point, it will have 
precisely the opposite result. It is pro- 
posed to take from a Department which 


thas all the necessary machinery at its 


disposal work which it is now perform- 
ing, and to give it to a Department which 
has no machinery whatever. The Govern- 
ment say they are pledged to economy ; 
this retrograde step is the very antithesis _ 
of their promises to the electors. 


Mr. RYAN (West Sydney) [3.51]—In 


seconding the amendment, I congratulate 


the honorable member for Hume upon the 
course which he has taken, particularly — 
in view of the importance of the prin- _ 


ciple which is involved and of the very 4 


close division which took place in this 


Committee last evening. In the majority 


which the Government commanded on that 
occasion were included two members of 
the party who, so far as this country has 
been informed, stand for economy—I 
refer to the Deputy Leader of the Country 
party, the honorable member for Gram- 
pians (Mr. Jowett) and. the honorable 
member for Swan (Mr. Prowse). I par- 
ticularly call attention’ to this fact, be- 
cause it is not the first, occasion upon 
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which I have noticed that certain mem- 


bers of the Country party make it con- 


venient to see that the. Government ob- 
tain a majority whenever the: latter are 
in a tight corner. Now an. opportunity, 
will be given them to say whethér they 
really stand for economy or not.. 
honorable member: for Hume put the posi- 
tion verv clearly when. he said that in 
this Bill the Government propose. to 


establish two. Pensions Departments where . 


ouly one existed previously. I pee that 
the amendment will be carried. 

Mr. GROOM. (Darling Diowns:— Minia- 
ter for Works and Railways) [3.53].— 


The Government will oppose this amend-. 
ment, because the issue that is involved: 


in it was definitely decided last evening 
in a full Committee.” Upon that oecasion 
the argument was. advanced—just as it 


has been this afternoon—that the Bill 
provides for the creation of two Depart- - 


ments. It does nothing of the sort. The 
position is that there are a number of 
officers of the Old-age Pensions _Depart- 


ment who are charged with administra-  . 


tive work in: connexion with soldiers’ 
pensions, and because of difficulties which 
may arise in affording all kinds of relief 
to soldiers and their dependants, these 
officers are about to be placed under the 
control of the Repatriation Commission. 


Sir Josppux Coox.—There is to be only 


one set of records and one correspondence 
~ branch. 


Mr. GROOM. aie and an im- 
portant aspect is the medical side of the 
question. The activities of the Defence 
Department in this connexion are about 
to cease, and instead of creating a new 
Department, as has been alleged, we are 
merely transferring certain officers in 
order to insure efficient and economical 
administration. Those honorable mem- 
bers who have been taunted with failure 
to keep their pledges by insisting upon 
economy in our publie Departments, have 


shown that they are the truest advocates 


of economy. That, however, 1s a policy 
which is entirely foreign to the honor- 


able member for West Sydney (Mr. 
Ryan). We have had constant complaints 


from outside: Persons wh® are granted 
war pensions are under the impression 


_ that these represent all they are, entitled 


to; and the desire is that pensions and 


_The © 


‘Corser, EH, B. Cy 
Foster, Richard: 


pee’ 


repatriation. ue shall Ae granted ) 
at the same time by the one body: - : 
Mr. Marony. — Why ih ‘stone-wall of ae 
your own Bill? 
Mr GROOM.—I am not” * stone- 
walling ” the Bill; but. I refuse to permit 
the public. to be: misled by statements 


which are grossly inaccurate. 


Mr. 
misled. 


Mr. GROOM.—If they take the hon- 
orable member’s statements at their face 
value they will be misled. I do not say 
that the honorable member desires to.mis- 
lead, but that he is under a misapprelion, 
sion as to the actual facts. 

. Mr. Ryan.—I .am: satisfied to leave 
that to the’ judgment. of the public. 

Mr. GROOM. — Under. the circum- — 
stances, I have every confidence in ask- 
ing the House to reject the motion. . / 

Question—That the Bill be recom- 
mitted (Mr. Parker Motonry’s motion) — 


Ryan. ~The public will not be 


—put. The House divided. . a 
Ayes... PE e 
Noes. .. Bot ah a 

Majority — Pe ic 
S . AYES. 

Blakeley, A. McDonald, C.. 

Brennan, F. Moloney, Parker 

Catts, 0: Prowse; Es Ht : 

Considine, M. P. Ryan, T a ae or, 

Fenton, J. E. Stewart, P. Ge 

Gabb, J. M. Tudor, F. G. 

Hill, Ww. C. Watkins, D. 

Lazzarini, H, P. West, J. Ei 

Mahony, W. G. Wienholt, A. 

Makin, N. J. O. “Tellers: 

Maloney, Dr. Page, James 

Mathews, J. Riley, HK. Mah 
: | Nors. 

Atkinson, L.’ Higgs, W. G. 

Bamford, F. W. Hughes, W. M. 

Bell, G. J. Lamond, Heston 

Best, Sir Robert Lister, | Ms ee 

Blundell, R. P. Livingston, J. 

Bruce, S. M. Mackay, G. H. 

©ameron, D. C. .Marks, W..M, 

Chanter, J. M. Marr; C. W. C.- 

Cook, Sir Joseph Poynton, A. 


Rodgers,: A. S. os. 
Ryrie, Sir Genie 
Smith, Laird 


Fleming, W. M. 


Fowler, J. M. Wise; (28 
Francis, F. H.. avid 
Greene, W. M.} Tellers: .~° 
Gregory, H. Burchell, R. J. 
Groom, L. E. Story, W. He: 


~ Question. so resolved. in the By 
Standing Orders. sume at and Fae 
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: Tump Reapine. 
Motion (by Mr. Groom) proposed—~ 
. This this Bill be now read a third time. 
‘Mr. JAMES PAGE (Maranoa) [4.2|.— 
far the Bill leaves the Chamber I de- 
sire to say a few words in reference to a 
particular class of returned soldiers. The 


newspapers tell us every day that men 


have returned from the war physically 
wrecked and mentally deficient. I can- 
not speak of other States, but in Queens- 
land there is no place to which these men 
can be sent, in order that they may be 
restored to health and made the reputable 


citizens many of them were before they 


left for the Front. Many of them are 
drinking about the big cities, and I 
should like the Repatriation Department 


--to provide an asylum to which they can 
be committed, instead of permitting them, 


as at present, to be sent to gaol. It is 


_ the wish of every honorable member, and 


of all the people of Australia, to do the 
right thing by these men. It grieves me 
to think that soldiers, who have made this 
eountry, safe for us. all—and but for 
whose services things might have been 
very different to-day—should, in their 
broken state, be sent.to gaol. The police 
magistrate in Brisbane was very pained 
when I pleaded for a man who, after four 
years’ fighting, had been arrested as a 


| vagrant. | He said, ‘‘ There is nowhere 
else for me to send this ‘man but to 
gaol.’? Of course, the man was down 
and out. -He was covered with vermin, 


and a complete human wreck. It behoves | 


us to do what we can for these men. 
know that those at the head of the Re- 


he aaa administration, both in the 


IN 


“save this human wreckage, and, 


States and in the Central Department, 
are sympathetic, and I appeal to them 
to get to work as early as they can, to 
if ‘pos- 
sible, bring it back to normal civil life. 


If these men could be sent to a military 


hostel, where they would enjoy a certain 


amount of freedom, but be kept from the 


- eursed drink, some of them would be re- 


‘@ 


claimed, and. if only 5 per cent. of them 
were thus saved, 1t would be a good. thing 
for them and for the country. 

Mr. GROOM (Darling Downs—Min- 
ister for Works and Railways) [4.7]—I 


am sure that what has been said by the 


ene of us. 


honorable member for Maranoa (Mr. 
James Page) makes an appeal to every 


* 


[- 


‘The Department is taking | 
action in each ‘of the ‘States: on the lines... 


that he wishes ‘to have followed, and at 
Mount Gravatt, in Queensland, an estab- 
lishment is being created to meet . the 
cases to which he has referred. Instruc- — 
tions have been givem that the man whom 
he hag mentioned shall not be sent ‘to. 
gaol, and shall be properly cared for. 


Mr. HECTOR LAMOND (lllawarra) 
[4.8].—In my opinion, it is desirable that 
the Government should establish some 
sort of soldier. force—not policemen ‘ex- 
actly, but welfare men—whose business 
it would be to go about the cities, and 
get hold of soldiers before their state be- 
came so bad as to bring them into the 
hands of the civil police. Nothing hurts 
me more than to see uniformed men <be- — 
ing taken by civilian policemen to a lock- 
up. A force such as I suggest would 
look. after these men in the fraternal way 
‘that their:mates would care for them, 
and, no doubt, prevent many of them 
from getting into trouble. brought about 
by the strain of war work, from~<which | 
they have not yet recovered. I suggest 
some voluntary or. paid organization for 
the service of those who have done so 
much for us. 

Mr. TUDOR (Yarra) [4.11]—I am 
glad that’ the honorable member for 
Maranoa has raised this question. Cases - 
like that which the mentioned have oc- 
-curred, in all the States, and members on | 
both, sides must have come into contact 
“with a great many of them. In some 
cases, the men are mental as well as 
physical wrecks. 

Mr. FLEemine. —That is nearly always 
so. 

Mr. TUDOR. —We should provide 
homes for these men, where they might. 

‘be subjected to a certain amount of 
wholesome discipline, and protected from — 
themselves. Even when the hotels of this 
city were closed during a large part of 
the day, or altogether, as during the in- 
fluenza, outbreak, those people whom the ~ 
Prime Minister has designated harpies — 
and sharks often got hold of soldiers, and ~ 
deliberately drugged some of them, T be- 
lieve. I trust that what the Minister 
says is being done in Queensland. | 

‘Mr. Groom.—Similar action is being 
taken in all the States. 

Mr. TUDOR.—The. Department could 
not do better than try to assist in every 
way these men who are broken in mind © 
and spirit by the strain of war. 

Question resolved in the affirmative. - 

| Bill read a third time. 
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AUSTRALIAN IMPERIAL FORCE 
CANTEENS FUNDS BILL. 


Bill received from the Senate, and (on 
motion by Sir GRANVILLE Ryrtz) read a 
ects time. 


| PAPER. " 
_ The following paper was presented—. 


Northern Territory—Ordinance of 1920, No. 
1—Tin Dredging. ie 


ADJOURNMENT. 

ORDER OF BUSINESS. 
Motion (by Mr. Groom) proposed— 
That the House do now adjourn. 


Mr. Tupor.—What business is it Pe 
posed to take next week? 

Mr. GROOM (Darling DowneseMane 
ster for Works and Railways) [4.12].— 
The business at present on the paper; I 
cannot now say the exact order. One of 
the first matters to be considered is the 
Senate’s message regarding the War 
Gratuity Bill. ‘A, motion to enable Par- 
lament to record its appreciation of the 
services of our soldiers in connexion with 
the recent war will be submitted early 
next week, and there will be motions re- 
ferring works proposals to the , Public 
~ Works Committee. 
Question resolved in the affirmative. 


House adjourned at 4.13 p.m. 





Senate. 


Wednesday, 28 Aprtl, 1920. 


The Prestpent Bide the Hon. T. 
Givens) took the chair at 3 p.m., and read 
prayers. 


PAPERS. 


The following papers were presented :-— 
Northern ‘Territory.—Ordinance No. 1 of 
1920.—Tin Dredging. 
_ War Service Homes Act.—Land acquired for 
War Service Homes purposes at— 
Goulburn, New South Wales (three noti- 
fications). 
Launceston, Tasmania. 
Mayfield, New South Wales. 


PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE. 


The PRESIDENT (Senator the Hon. 
 T. Givens) announced the receipt of a 


@ 


message from the House of Representa- a 
tives, acquainting the Senate, in accord- 


ance with the provisions of the Public 
Works Committee Act; of the appoint- 


ment of the following members of the . 


House of Representatives to that Com- 
mittee :—Messrs. Atkinson, Bamford, Gre- 
gory, Mackay, Mathews, and Parker 
Moloney. 


AUSTRALIAN SOLDIERS’ 
REPATRIATION BILL. 


Bill returned from the House of Re- 
presentatives. 


TARIFF. 
CoNSIDERATION BY SENATE. 


Senator KEATING asked the Mines 
representing the Prime Minister, upon 
notice— 


Will the Government, to sloiie: fnal par- 
liamentary adoption of a Customs Tariff, ar- 
range to have the several divisions of the 
proposed Tariff submitted to the Senate a 
soon as each such division has been respec- 
tively dealt with by the House of Representa- 
tives? 


Senator MILLEN.—Careful considera- 


tion has been given to the proposal of the 
honorable senator, but the difficulties in 


the way of its adoption. ae to be in- © 


S ae italec ‘ 


APPORTIONMENT OF 
PARLIAMENTARY WORK. 


Pustic Service Biuu. 


Senator KEATING asked the Minister 4 


representing the Prime Stir! bs upon 


notice— 


With a view to the due apportionment ORs 


the work of the session between Senate and. 
House of Representatives, will the Government 


cause the proposed Bill to amend the Public 


Service Act to be originated in the Senate? 
Senator MILLEN.—The 
ment of work between the two Houses of 
this Parliament is now under the con- 
sideration of the Government. | } 


PUBLIC SERVICE. 


Mr. Justice Powers’ INCREMENTS Awarp i Wet 


~—-ProressionaL Orricers’ AWARD. 


: Senator SENIOR asked the Leader of. a 


the Government in’ the Senate, vee “aa 


notice— 


1. What interpretation is applied to the pro- : 


apportion- | 


viso to clause 2 of Mr. Justice Powers’ award hae 


nat hl 





ia. Class, 


es}! = : 
or ok 
peg 


notice— 


War Gratuity. 





of Ist Guan 1919 (proviso, page 24 of 
award—dealing ‘with increment of £12 to Class 
5 of public servants) ? 

2. By what means is ‘“ eligibility ” 
mined? 

3. What is the standard of “efficiency ” 
applied to 5th Class officers? 

4. Is it ‘efficiency ”’ in 5th Class duties or 


deter- 


“ efficiency ” 4th Class— 


(a) minimum, 

(6) maximum? ‘ 
~5.0s the standard of efficiency uniform 
throughout the whole of the class, or— 

(a) dissimilar in various Departments, 

(bo) uniform in each of the States? 

6. By’ what means is the standard deter- 

mined— 

(a) by examination, 

(6) by opinion of Commissioner ; if so, on 
what basis is such opinion arrived at? 


» MILLEN.—The 
Fe Miia 


Senator 
are— 


answers 


-1 to 5. The only matter involving interpre- 
tation is “eligibility by efficiency.” ‘“ Effi- 
ciency ” is defined as. special qualifications and 
aptitude for the discharge of duties in the 4th 
in accordance with the particular re- 
quirements of the Department concerned. 

6. The Commissioner is the determining 
authority under the award. His decisions are 
based upon official and inspectorial reports. 


Senator KEATING asked the Minis- 
ter representing the Prime Muinister, 


upon notice— 


ry, The date or dates of the Arbitration Court 


award or awards in respect: of professional 
officers in the Commonwealth Public Service? 


2. Are the terms of same applicable and ap- 
plied to professional officers in the Common- 
wealth Public Works Department and the 


Naval Works Department? 


Senator ‘MILLEN. — The answers 
are— 
1. The Professional Officers Association 


award operated from 17th June, 1918. 


2. This award is only applicable to officers 
of the Public Works Department, whose posi- 
“tions are specifically mentioned in the award. 


Officers of the Naval Works Branch are-not in-_ 


eluded in the award. 


WAR GRATUITY. 


Casuine oF Bonps or CoMMONWEALTH 


Pusuic SERVANTS. 


Senator BARNES asked the Leader of 
the Government in the Senate, wpon 


Is it the intention of the Government to cash 


the War Gratuity Bonds held by its Saleh ee 
before the end of 1920? 


Senator MILLEN.—Yes, in ae cases 


where the employees desire cash. 


/ 
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INTERNEES. 

NoumBER oF  AUSTRALIAN-BORN AND 


- BririsH-BoRN—GuRMAN RusIpENTs OF 
RaBAUL. 


Senator GARDINER asked the Min- 
ister for Defence, wpon notice— 


1. How many Australian-born were interned 
between 4th August, 1914, and llth November, 
1918? 

2. How many British-born were ‘interned dur- 
ing same period? 

3. How many Australan-born were interned 
between Ist August, 1914, and 3lst December, 
1916? 

4. How many British-born were interned dur- 
ing same period? 


Senator PEARCE.—The answers are— 


1. Fifty-nine. 

2. One. 

3. Forty. 

U4. Nal. . | 
‘In replying to a question of the honorable 
member for Kalgoorlie, on the 10th March, the 
number of natural-born Australians of enemy 
descent interned during the war was given as 
thirty-one. This was taken from a prepared 
list of natural-born subjects interned, but pro- 
per account had not been taken of those who 
nad been released at various periods, and whose 
names were not on this list. The files of all 
such natural-born internees have now ‘been 
gone through, and the above figures et be 
taken as agcurate. 


Senator GARDINER. asked the Min- 
ister for Defence, won notice— | 


1. How many German residents from Rabaul 
were interned during the war? 

2. How many of these were land-holders? 

3. How many have had their lands con- 
fiscated ? 

4, Will the Government lay on the table of 


' the Senate the evidence: taken in every case 


where men were deported and their lands con- 
fiscated ? 


Senator PEARCE.—The answers are— 


1. One hundred and fifty-four. foi 
2, Twenty-five are described as piantaret or 
land owners. 
3. None.  , 
(3). 


4. See 
IMMIGRATION BILL. 
In Committee (Consideration resumed 
from 23rd April, vide page 1486) : 
Clause: 3 (Prohibited immigrants). 
' Progress reported. 


PASSPORTS BILL. 
Seconp Reapina. 


Senator RUSSELL (Victoria — Vice- — 
President of the Executive Couneil) 
[3.10].—I move— 


That this Bill be now read a second time. 
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is deemed wise to check. 
sponsibility is placed upon the 2 master of 


Passports 


This measure is for practical purposes a 
continuation of the main regulations 
under the War Precautions Act with re- 
gard to the issue of passports, It pro- 
vides that any person over sixteen years of 
age, on leaving the Commonwealth, must 
have a passport. Because of the action 
now taken in nearly every other country 


in the world in the detention gf people 


under passport regulations it would be 
very difficult for any one to travel from 
this country to any other without a’ pass- 
port. In that regard, therefore, it will 
be largely a matter of convenience. Per- 
sons entering Australia will be dealt with 
under the Immigration. Act! This Bill 
deals mainly with the issue of passports 
which will prove a convenience to any 
Australian travelling «abroad: A pass- 
port will last for two years, but there are 
provisions in the measure which permit 
of its extension to meet the convenience 
of the public. Clause 4 deals with ar- 
rangements which may be. made with 


foreign countries in regard to transport.. 


It provides that where there is a mutual 


understanding that there shall be freedom 


of intercourse .between different coun- 
tries, exemptions may be granted. Though 
the provisions of the Bill are intended to 


- apply only to a few persons there is no 


doubt that its powers are very far-reach- 
ing. It is not likely, however, that they 
will be used to the full extent. The 
measure will be administered as sympa- 
thetically as possible. Clause 5 provides 
that any person: entering Australia who 
is required to be in possession of a pass- 
port eral, if required, give up his pass- 


— port: to an officer before leaving the ves- 


sel by which he has entered the Common- 
wealth. The passports-of British people 
and of other races who are deemed de- 


sirable will be immediately stamped, so | 


that they will be subject to no further dis- 
ability than that imposed. by having a 
check upon their entry here. Clause 7 
rakes it a legal offence for the master of 
a vessel to discharie any alien seaman 
who signed on outside ,the 
wealth, “and who has not lodged his pass- 
port with an officer as provided for under 
thig Bill. We have evidence that many 
undesirables are coming to Australia who 
have signed on as seamen outside the 
Commonwealth, and whose entry here it 
_ Thus the re- 


Ss enator Russell. 
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Common- 


¢ Bi 


the vessel by which they travel to pro- 


tect the Commonwealth. Clause 9 pro- 
vides that any person who, for the pur- 
pose of obtaining a passport, makes any 
false or misleading statement shall be 
guilty of an offence, the penalty for 
which is £100, or imprisonment for «six 
months. Probably there will be a dif- 
ference of opinion in regard to the neces- 
sity for the issue of passports to some 
persons leaving Australia. 
not be denied that in the present condi- 
tion of affairs it will be-a distinet ad- 
vantage for péople going abroad. to be 
fully armed. with what is practically a 
credential which will facilitate their pro- 
gress in‘any other part of the world. Of 
course, legislation of ,this character calls 
for sympathetic aden nicieateon, 
the other hand, where foreign countries 
debar our own people from entering them 
without passports, we should stand, 
least, upon the same footing. 
howev er, no suspicion is “involved, full 
power is conferred by the Bill to prac-\ 
tically abolish passports. 
the time is to facilitate the movements of 
the travelling public. 


consideration in Committee. 


adjournment. 

Senator Senior. — Will it cover “ake 
Pacific Islands over which Australia has 
“a mandate? 


But- it can- 


Upon 


at 
Wher & 


The desire all § 


This is the second — 
occasion upon which the Bill has been 
before the Senate, and it is generally re- 
cognised that it is largely a measure for 
If honor- 
able senators are not prepared to proceed 
with the debate upon its second reading 
to-day I am quite willing to agree to an 





Pa 


Senator RUSSELL—When we get 


control of them, it will probably cover all 
the islands of ihe Pacific, and particu- . 


larly those which are liable to foreign in-— 


vasion. 


Debate (on motion by Senator Gar- 


DINER) adjourned. 


ALIENS REGISTRATION BILL. 
Seconp READING. 


Senator RUSSELL (Victoria — Vico. 
President of the Executive Council) — 
[3.17].—This is another old friend upon 


which we had many long debates last ses- 


sion. 


It is based upon the recommen- — 





dations made by the Committee ap- 







with the registration of aliens. A num- 


ber. ot honorable A iene were , members 3 


pointed during the war period ts deal 


Aliens 





of that Committee, and this measure will 


perpetuate very many of the restrictions 


that have hitherto esate in regard to 


this 


the registration of alien It. provides 
that no alien shall be: pedicel to enter 
country without registering and 
without giving full particulars in regard 
to his movements., Ninety-five per. cent. 
of the persons who come to the Common- 
wealth, even. though they be aliens, will 
be | subjected to no inconvenience beyond 
that of ‘registration. ‘Those who come 
here merely for business purposes can ob- 


tain ‘an exemption which will enable 


them to travel-round Australia, provided 


that they do not-make Australia their > 


permanent abode. When, however, they 


-. become permanently domiciled here -we 


think either that they should become 
Australians by naturalization, or that we 


should be apprised of their movements in 


_ effecting registration. 


this country. It will thus be seen that 
in regard to the ‘majority of aliens, re- 
gistration will be quite a formal matter. 
There is abundant power under the Bill 
to grant exemptions from registration 
where it is clearly proved that an alien 
who has lived in the Commonwealth has 
behaved well. There is no desire what- 
ever-to harass him. But it is antici- 
pated that under this measure we shall be 
able to keep something like an accuraté 
record of aliens who live in Australia, 
and who should become Australians. 
Clauses 7 and 8 deal with the manner of 
The former pro- 
vides— . | 


An alien resident in the Commonwealth shall 
effect his registration by properly completing 


a notice (in triplicate) in accordance with the~ 


me _ prescribed form, and by attending in person 


with such notices before the aliens registration 


officer nearest to his usual place of .abode. 


Aliens who are resident in Australia ‘to- 
day will not be required to register. 


- They were registered during ‘the period 


-— Customs. 
though, of course, it) must come before an 


of the war, and will not have to :dupli- 
cate the work of ‘registration. The mea- 
sure is intended to apply only to aliens 
entering the Commonwealth for the first 
time. 

Senator Gururre. — Will there be a 
Committee appointed ‘to geal with them 
in each State? 

‘Senator RUSSELL.—No. The work 
of registration will be done chiefly by 
‘officers or by State police, 
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- The measure 
- There may be one 


aliens registration officer. 
is. a very "aimple one. 


or two debatable clauses in it, but it is. 


chiefly a Bill for consideration in Com- 


mittee. 

Debate (on miotion by Senator ‘Gar- 
DINER) adjourned. - 

IMMIGRATION BILL. 

In Committee (Consideration 
sumed ) : 

Clause 3— 

Section 3 of the gue Act. is amended— 


Te= 


(b) by ‘inserting after paragraph (ge) the 
following ‘paragraphs: sos 

‘(gd) any anarchist or person who ad- 

vocates the overthrow ‘by ‘foree 

or violence of .the established 

government of the Common- 

wealth or of any ‘State or of 

any other ‘civilized ‘country, or 


> 


of all forms of law, or who. is. 


opposed to organized govern- 
ment, or who advocates the 
assassination of public officials 
or who advocates or teaches 
the unlawful destruction of 
property, or who is a member 
of or ‘affiliated with any or- 
ganization ‘which entertains 
and teaches any of the doe- 
trines and practices specified 
in this biti dace 
Senator GARDINER (hae Seal 
Wales) [3.22].—It is proposed to alter 
the existing Act by inserting after para- 
graph (gc) the following . paragraph, 
among others— 


Any anarchist or person who advocates the 
overthrow by force or violence of the estab- 
lished government of the Commonwealth, or 
of any State or of any other civilized country, 
or of all forms of Jaw, or who is opposed to 
organized government, or’ who advocates the 


assassination of public officials, or who advo- 


cates or teaches the unlawful destruction of 


‘property, or who is:a member of, or affiliated . 


with, any organization which entertains and 
teaches any of the doctrines specified in this 
paragraph. 
We have got on very well for a long time 
without restrictive legislation of this 
nature, but we have now in office a Go- 
vernment, members of which imagine it 
to be their duty to inquire not only into 
the good conduct of people in Australia, 


and to maintain law and order, but to — 


inquire also into the political opinions of 
every person who comes to this country. 
Those who believe in the use of this autho- 


rity will, no doubt, consider the Bill to 


y 


N 
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be necessary, but, according to my view, 
the security of a Government rests upon 
the liberty enjoyed by its people. Let 
us consider the person first mentioned in 
the proposed new paragraph, namely, an 
anarchist. When I ‘consider all the 
“ists” there are, [ am almost inclined to 
believe I am an anarchist myself, or at 
all events I would be if my temperament 
were as mild as the average educated 
anarchist, whose belief, I understand, is 
that the people of every community 
should be so good as to require no govern- 
ment at all. 

Senator Prarce.--But this refers to 
the particular brand of anarchist who 


would kill every person who does not share. 


his belief. 

“Senator GARDINER.—As I read the 
Bill the anarchist, will be a prohibited 
immigrant, just because he is an anar- 
chist. And so also will every other person 
who advocates the overthrow of the go- 
vernment of any other country. It may 
be necessary, at times; to deal drastically 
with certain classes 


favour’ the overthrow of the Common- 
wealth or State Governments; but in view 
of the fact that more than a half of our 
population is under Labour Governments 
in the States, 1 might well be anxious that 
any persons in favour of overturning 
those Governments should be excluded. 
‘Senator Russrii.—But the people in 
this country have very effective bullets. 
Senator GARDINER. I know they 
have, and I remind honorable senators op- 
posite of the developments in Queensland 
during the past eighteen months. It 
looks very much as if organized force is 
being employed there to overthrow the 
State Labour Government, and it is pos- 
sible that, if this Bill is passed, we shall 
place in the hands of the Queensland Go- 
-vernment a weapon which may be em- 
ployed in a manner little dreamed of by 
those who are supporting the measure. 
On more than one occasion of late there 
has been a demonstration in force against 
the Government of that State. But the 
point I wish to make is that even if 
drastic legislation is necessary to deal 
with any one who interferes with the 
established government of ‘this coun- 
try, surely we are not setting up as 
the protector of other nations, by de- 
claring that any person who believes in 





from Australia ? 


in our own com-— 
munity; those persons, for instance, who 


the -overthrow of he pstanlishea Bean: 
ment of any country shall be deported 
That is. my. interpreta- 
tion of the clause. What on earth have 
we to do with the opinions of any people 
concerning the systems of. sovernnee of 
other countries? 


Senator GuTrHRIE Then, why did you 


pass the Home Rule resolution? 
Senator GARDINER.—This Bill may 
be intended for Home Rulers particularly, 


in order to get rid of them; but I remind — 
honorable senators opposite that the idea — 


of self-determination for all nations is 
growing, and nothing that is done by this 
Parliament will prevent Home Rule for 
an independent Ireland. . 

Senator Russery ET fee 1s vine 
this Bill to prevent persons who believe in 
Home, Rule from entering the Common- 
wealth. aoa, 

Senator GARDINER.—But the Go- 
vernment will ‘have power to ee 


them. 


Senator RussExt. “What for! ait 

Senator GARDINER.—If they believe 
in the overturning of the Governmienbr at 
any other country. ) | 
. Senator Russery.—lf © hey eden 


‘the overthrow of a Government by force. 


Senator GARDINER.—They may be 


deported if they are opposed to any go- 
vernment, even if they took action against 
the organized government that was re- 
sponsible for the 
Armenians. 


butchering of the — 
In fact, this Bill ig merely 


an attempt on the part of the Govern- ~ 


ment, accustomed to power vested in them 


mndar the War Precautions Act, to use 


force contrary to our conception of law. 
Senator Russrty.—The people you have 

mentioned just now, the Turks, 

debarred from entering Australia for 


_ other reasons. 


Senator GARDINER And uuder ie am 


Bill the Government are seeking power to 
remove those who may be in the country. 


If, for more than one hundred years, we 
have got along so well without restrictive 


BRE, 


legislation of this kind, why should the iy 


Commonwealth Government now set itself — a 
up as a schoolmaster to inquire into the 4 
opinions of all the people who may come a 


here? We have succeeded admirably with — 
less restrictions than in any other country © 
in the world in developing a Democracy 
that has pecome, oe oe ivr our 


Ah hia 
b Bat 





people were less 30. 


af 

Se Licht | 
I say that ey can- 
didly. I wish we had, in Australia, a 
people who, when | Governments He 
liberately use! power contrary to law, or 
who, in the exercise of their powers, strain 
the law, would deal with them. — 

Senator Gururt.—Why did you help 
to pass other restrictive legislation ? 
“Senator GARDINER.—I suppose that, 
when associated with my honorable 
friend opposite, I helped to pass many 
measures upon which he may now 


have sométhing to say against me; but my 
reply is that, if during the war I helped 


to pass any restrictive legislation, its ‘pur- 


pose was to protect Australia against its 
enemies, and for that legislation I take 


full responsibility. Apart from that, I 
have ,one particular objection to re- 
strictive legislation, and whatever at- 


tempts may be made in this direction I 


hope to leave this country with more 
liberties than I found it. 
opposed to that type of statesman who 
aims at setting up his standard as the 


one that shall be’ followed by the whole 


community. When I see the Government 
and their supporters deliberately taking 


upon themselves the responsibility of re- 


 stricting citizens and saying how far a 


man shall go, it is time we raised our 


- voice in strong objection. 


Senator Gururim.—Did not the honor- 


able senator assist in imposing a poll tax 


of £100 on the Chinese? 
Senator GARDINER.—As that was 
imposed many years ago, and before I was 


_ in public life, the honorable senator must 
know that I did not assist in that direc- 


ae tion; but if I had done so I would have 


aye 
- individuals, 


been proud of it. But there was a par- 
ticular reason for that, and the tax was 
imposed to ‘restrain particular 
but was done in a whole- 
sale way to prevent a danger to the whole 
community by a race which we have long 
since ceased to refer to as an inferior 
people. The legislation referred to by 
Senator Guthrie was passed about forty 
years ago to prevent an ill-paid people— 


is I shall not refer to them as the members 


of an inferior race—coming to Australia. 
If those restrictive measures had not 


- eountries. 


3 ae AF ala a very wise 
THK } 


been provided, the employing class of this 
country would have filled every available 
‘position with the cheap labour of other 
Because of that grave menace 
statesmen in 


“8 
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those days imposed a poll tax to make it 
unprofitable and difficult to import cheap 
labour. Their intentions at that time — 
were also supported by a sentimental de- 
sire to preserve a White Australia, but 
this legislation has no distinctive line of | 
that character, but aims, perhaps, at the. 
best’ feature of our civilization. This 
legislation has been drafted, not in. the 
interests of the country, but in the in- 
terests of those heaven-inspired law- 
makers who believe that their particular 
duties and functions are to restrict the 
liberties of the people in every possible 
manner. The Bill provides that the Go- 
vernment shall have the power to deport 
people who favour overthrowing by force — 


the established government of any 
civilized country, and I venture to 
say there are Governments in other 
countries ‘that ought to be sides 


thrown by force. How pleasing | 

would have been if force had been em- 
ployed in Germany before the war, in- 
stead of waiting, by a process of evolu- 
tion, to remove the monarch of that coun- 
try who was responsible for the terrible 
slaughter that took place. If there 
had. been a person in Australia who 
favoured,.the application of force to 


overthrow | the German Monarch, and 
this Bill had become law, he ‘would ” 
have been deported. The Turk Is 


not finished with yet, and should there 
be any one in this country particularly 
Interested in destroying the Turkish 
system of government, he would be 
presented with a deportation order 
and removed from the country. I 
have heard it stated—I am  some-. 
what doubtful in quoting the remarks 
of others—that when a man is 
vineed that everything is wrong unless 
he is there to manage it himself, he will 
either end his days on a throne or in a 
lunatic asylum. I do not know in which 
direction the Minister is leaning. 


Senator Russet. —Turkey would not 
come under the provisions of this Bill, as 
it is not a civilized country. 


Senator GARDINER.—The sitanee 
tion of the Minister’ will cause honorable 
senators. to pause before they give this 
Government additional powers. Accord- — 
ing to the Minister, the Government can 
say that any country is not civilized. 


Senator Russzerx.—I was drawing ihe 
honorable senator’s attention to the fact — 


4 
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that he was glidmg away from thet modi- 
fications the clause provides. 

Senator GARDINER.—I am not par- 
ticularly concerned in the modifications 
as the measure is a pernicious one, and 
I wish to deal only with a few generalities. 
I suppose the Government have already 
counted the numbers, but I am submitting 
a few reasons why this clause should not 


be passed. The Minister is of the opinion 


that he can read something into the clause 
that I cannot. It provides— - 


(gd) any anarchist or person who Bite: 
cates the overthrow by force or 
violence of the established govern- 
ment of the Commonwealth or of 
any State or of any other civilized 
country. 


Ifa person advocated the overthrow of 


the established government of Turkey, for 
instance, he could be deported fram the 
Commonwealth. 
‘The CHAIRMAN.—Order! The hon- 
orable senator’s time has expired. 
Senator SENIOR (South Australia) 
{3.39].—I direct the attention of the Vice- 


President of the Executive Council 
(Senator Russell) to ‘three words, 
‘any anarchist. or at’ the begin- 


ning of paragraph gd, which I think 
should be deleted, as the clause in 
its present form is too comprehensive. 
Supposing, for instance, Prince Kropot- 
kin or Leo Tolstoi were here, they could 
be deported from the country. 

Senator Gururi.—Not “because they 
were here, but if they did something. 

Senator SENIOR.—No; it does not 
mean that if such persons do ceértain 
things, but it reads ‘‘any -anarchist.’’ 
There are men who in their belief are 
anarchists, 
from the persons described in the latter 


part of the paragraph, with which I am. 


in full concurrence. I am against the 


inclusion. of the word ‘‘ anarchist,’’ be-. 


cause it is too all-embracing. 
Senator Russerz.—You need 

waste time; the word is of no value, and 

I am willing to drop it. Those referred 


_ to are included in the following words. 


Ad 
fy 


i 


; 


Senator SENIOR.—There are people 
who may have anafchistic beliefs,. but 
who, otherwise, are reputable citizens. I 
move— 

That the words “ anarchist or” ‘be teil out. 

Amendment agreed to. | 

Senator GARDINER (New South 


Wales) [3.43].—I again appeal to the 


: 


but who differ very widely 


not. 


i) 


Committee to read this paragraph ‘care~ 


fully before passing it. It runs now: 
‘“ Any person who advocates the ‘over- 
throw by foree or violence of the estab- 
lished government of the Commonwealth, 
or of any State, or of any other ¢ivi- 
lized country, or of all forms of law” 
—then pay particular attention to this— 
‘“or who is opposed to organized gtvern- 
ment, or who advocates the assassination 
of public officials. 


| What*dees — 


‘opposed to ~ organized ‘government’ wane 


should like ‘to be im 


mean there? I 


power just prior to an election, with such - 


an Act as that on the statute- book. 


Senator GUTHRIE. oa Means: . by 
force or violence.’ ed 
Senator GARDINER. et the .con- 


junction “or ’’ 
phrases. 


sary to bring a man within the law. 


appears ‘between the two 
The two things are not neces- 


cs: 


could imagine the honorable senator be- 


ing opposed to the” government of a very 
distinguished personage at Rome. -If I 
were in the Government, and- wanted- to 
keep the honorable senator out of. this 


country, I could do it by means ‘of this 


provision, because I could claim that he 


was opposed to that form of organized - 


government. 
government: depends, not on the fact that 
it is organized, but on whether it is justi- 
fying itself. 


The sacredness of organized 


The only thing worth 


bothering about with regard to protect-— 


ing Governments is whether they are 


_ worth protecting. | | 
Senator Gurariz.—tit should not be 


shifted by force or violence. | : 

Senator GARDINER.—Not if it is 

bad ? : mi. 
Senator Gururie.—Even if it sis bad. 


You have-not'tried to’ shift this Govern- : 


“ment-in that way. 


Senator GARDINER.—The only thine | | 
to justify force is a chance of success, 


which we have not had yet. At the end 


of the: 18th century ‘a Government | tis 


France-was removed by force. During 


the 17th century a Government in Great 


Britain was removed by force. Quite ‘re- 

cently, in Russia, a Government was re- _ 
and ‘the whole ‘of — _ 
the press of Australia, including the 
- Nationalist press, congratulated the TeVO- 


moved by force, 


lutionaries. In Germany, recently, a i 
Government was removed by force. 


The’ 


removing of Governments by force is: one- ys 


of the safety-valves of the Sagem 


Tak, 


ois r » " uz Sawa mS) =) 
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é Senator Rerp.—Not in. a democratic 
community. , : 

Senator GARDINER.—In any kind of 
community. , 


Senator Retp.—This country is dif- 
ferent from Russia and other countries. 


Senator GARDINER.—It is only dif- 
‘ferent so long as power is kept. in the 
hands of the many, and out of the hands 
of the few. When I see a Government 
putting out its hands to take what it 
~ can catch: ‘here,’ and grasp what it 
ean’ reach there, and when~I_ see 
‘behind it followers who imagine that 
everything is all right with 
- world and with us, I say that every- 

thing is not all right. There must be an 
_alertness, an energetic intelligence, to 

maintain the liberties of the world. 
When I see the door being shut upon 
people who would come to this country, 
I must point out that it would shut out 
any Russian who participated in the over- 
throw of the Czar’s Government, and 
any supporter of the Czar who now 
wanted to overthrow the present Russian 
Government. The provision is absurd, 
- unnecessary, and uncalled-for. I do not 
_ know why the time of Parliament should 
__ be taken up in passing it. How much 
worse off would we be if at was not 
‘passed? Whom will it keep out? Pos- 
sibly, on some occasion or other, an 
agrtator to whom the press has given 
some notoriety. ‘The full majesty of the 
Commonwealth law will come down on 
_ that individual, and keep him out: of the 
country. So far as dangerous men are 
concerned, there can be no danger from 
‘those people to a democratic State if it 
acts intelligently. I was reared as a boy 
in the belief that where the British flag 
_ ‘lew, never a slave could breathe, and 
that Britain was the land that offered a 
_ home to the outcast from the rest of the 
world. Evidently, those sentiments 
strike a chord of memory and sympathy 
_ in the breast of the case-hardened Sena- 
_ tor Reid. Those were the things they 
- fed us on, but the glory of the whole 
business was that it was part of gur 
make-up. © The British people survived 
all the influence which those outcasts 
_ may have brought into their midst. I 
am. one of those sentimentalists who be- 
_ heve that by force alone onevcan do very 
little. The cause that rests on force is 


~ 


doomed, whether it is an Australian 





the’ 


democratic Government or the tyrannical 
Government of another country. i 
Senator Russety.—That shows the 
wisdom of the Bill, which is prevention. 
Senator GARDINER. — To prevent 
the advocates of force from coming into_ 
this country ? 
Senator Russenu.—Yes. 
Senator GARDINER.—1I do not know 


of any one who would do any harm if he 


prospect to men from all countries. 


_government.”’ 
read the clause properly. 


‘absolutely nothing. 


eame into this country. If the Czar of 
Russia were not dead, I should not mind 
giving him. a job to-morrow if he came 
along. This.1s 2 country which has scope 
and room and wealth, not only for two 
or three right-thinking people, because I 
take it that that is all the Government 
want here, but for all the revolutionaries 
that ever lived, if we had them all here 
at once. With our bright sunshine, and 
the ease with which a living can be made 
here, this place opens up quite a aie, 
move— 

That the words “or who is opposed to. 
organized government ” be: left’ out.”’ 
We have an organized Government here, 
and if I went to New Zealand I might 
under this Bill be prevented from re- 
turning to the Commonwealth because 
I am opposed to that organized Govern- 
ment. They do not want me here, and 
they: would try to keep me out. I am 
pointing out what might happen under 
this clause so that honorable senators 
opposite will not be able to say that they 
were not informed as to the abuse which 
might arise under it when, later on, if . 
they pass this kind of legislation, the 


Senate and the Parliament become the _ 


laughing stock of the community, I 
submit, my amendment to make it quite 
sure that the fact that a man is opposed 
to an organized Government should not 
be considered an offence in any person 
desiring to come to this eountry, © / 
Senator GuTuriz.—The Bill does not 
say ‘‘Governments,’’ but ‘‘ organized 
‘Let the honorable senator 


ee 


Senator GARDINER.—I am discussing 
a Bill which I am trying to understand, 
but Senator Guthrie is interjecting con- 
cerning a, measure about which he knows 


this clause to make a person liable to — 


exclusion from the Commonwealth if he 


is opposed to the organized government 


of any country in the world, though it 


It is proposed by 


: have misused its 
that their powers under that Act are 
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might be uncivilized government. The 
words to which I take exception are not 
only absolutely unnecessary, but will tend 
to much mischief if they are agreed to. 
The Government, under their Protectionist 
policy, are proposing to keep the goods 
of other countries out of the Common- 
wealth, but under this Bill they propose 
also to exclude the people of other coun- 
tries, so that the Commonwealth may be 
held by William Morris Hughes and 
Company and those who agree with 
them. 
present: Government is not to be allowed 
to come inte this country. 

Senator GurHris.—‘‘Organized govern- 
ment ’’ includes the Opposition. 


Senator GARDINER. — Under this 
clause the Government might prevent the 
admission of any person into ths country 
simply on the ground that he is opposed 
to the organized government of any 
country. I realize that..this measure 1s 
a heritage of the war. The Government 
have for some time past been exercising 
practically all power, under~ the War 
Precautions Act, and in almost every case 
provisions. Finding 


nearly at an end, they have introduced 
‘this Bill under the pretence that it is a 
measure to keep out undesirable people, 
but in reality because it is a measure 
under which they can keep out any one 
with whom they disagree. With the last 
_ two years’ experience of the Government, 
I am not in the least disposed to agree 
- to any provision vesting them with power 
that is not so clearly worded that any 
step taken beyond the law will be imme- 
diately obvious. I ask honorable senators 
not to treat my amendment as one sub- 
mitted by the Opposition. Evidently this 
Bill was drafted by some one who had a 
mighty big opinion of himself and a. very 
small opinion of every one else. 


Senator GuTHRIE.—That is not fair to 


a public servant. 

Senator GARDINER.—I attack Min- 
isters, who are responsible for the public 
servants: Senator Guthrie is not fair to 
Ministers when he says that this Bill is 
the work of a public servant. 

Senator GuTHrRiz. — The 


honorable 
senator said that it was. 


Senator GARDINER.—TI said nothing 


: of the kind. JI used the expression 
‘some one,’’ and in that way desired to 
refer to a member of the Government. 


Any cne who is opposed to the 


‘soldiers of the Allies. 


Senator Russers._The most 
tant recommendations adopted in the Bill 


impor- 





were made by senators who were members 


of the Aliens Committee. é 

Senator GARDINER.—I should like 
to know who those senators are. If I 
were a Minister administering this mea- 
sure, and they took a trip to New Zealand, 
I should be tempted to prevent them coim- 
ing back to the Commonwealth. We may 
expect that treatment to be served out to 


those who will persist in passing legisla- 


tion of this kind. 

The CHAIRMAN (Senator Shannon). 
—Order! The honorable senator’s time 
has expired. 

Senator GARDINER.—I think not, 
sir. 
have for some minutes been speaking to 
my amendment. 
exhausted my time since I moved my 
amendment, perhaps you will inform me 
at. what time I did move it. 

The CHAIRMAN.—That makes 
difference. The honorable senator 
been speaking for fifteen minutes. 


has 


Senator GarpinER.—Could I not speak 


to my amendment? 


The CHAIRMAN. —Yes; the honor 


I was speaking to clause 3, but 1 


If you rule that I have — 


no, 


able senator may rise again to ‘speak to ; 


the amendment, 


Senator 0’LOGHLIN 


tralia) [3.59].—I shall certainly support 
the amendment. I do not think that the 
Government can have carefully considered 
the wording of the clause, or they would — 
see that it is so wide in its present form 


as to be liable to abuse. It is all very 


well to tell us that their intentions are” 


good, but the. measure will be adminis- 
tered according to the exact’ wording of 
its provisions. If we take the case> of 


(South Ae 


Russia, we shall find that some two or | 


three years ago an organized Government 


there was opposed, and the opposition was 


not only applauded by press and public, 
but official congratulations of the Allies 
‘were sent to the men who opposed that 


organized Government. Under this Bill 


the people who were complimented upon 


their action by the Allies on that occasion 
would be prevented from entering the 
Commonwealth. A year or 
lian soldiers, 


been established -in Russia. 


Senator Rerp.—It was because there ‘ 


was no Government there that they were 
sent. : 


so later 
including Austra- 
were sent to upset the 
organized Government which had then 


he Bs 






organized government; 
another form. 


Ute | _Lnomignaton [28 ApRIL, 


a NAPE O’LOGHLIN. ‘hee was a 


Government established by the will cf 


from coming back to Australia. 


the people. 


Senator GUTHRIE. Oot by the will os 
the people. | 

Senator O’LOGHLIN.—They adminis- 
tered the government of the country most 
successfully, too. Australian soldiers 
went to assist the Allies in suppressing 
the organized Bolshevik Government in 
Russia, and under the strict reading of 
this clause those men could be prevented 
That 
illustr ation shows the abuse to which this 
clause is liable. I do not accuse the 
Government of intending anything of that 
sort, but we should be careful in passing 
a measure of this kind to see that no 
abuse may arise under it. If any one 
advocated the substitution of a Repub- 
lican form. of; government for the exist- 
ing form of government, that would be 


opposing an organized Government. 


Senator RussEeL_u.—This Bill does nob 
deal with that at all. 
Senator O’LOGHLIN.—I take the case 


of the National party in South Africa, 
consisting of 45 members, 


and consti- 
tuting the largest political patty returned: 
at the recent elections there. They are 


opposing the organized government there, 


and desire to substitute for it an entirely 


different form of government. i refer 
honorable senators to the case of Ireland, 
where four-fifths of the elected repre- 
sentatives, with the people. behind them, 


desire to substitute an-entirely different 
form of government from that at present 
obtaining in Ireland. — le 


Senator RusseLL.—They do not oppose 
they want it im 


Menatok OXLOGHIAN,Am the Red. 
publican members of the South African 


Parliament and the members of the Re- 


publican party in Ireland to be classed 


aas people opposed to organized govern- 


ment and prohibited under this Bill from 


entering the Commonwealth. 


Senator Russett.—No. But if they 


wish to oppose organized. government by 


dynamite, yes. If an existing organized 


government is “opposed by the expression 


of republican views there is no objection, 
but if it is opposed by the expression of 
republican views plus the use of dynamite, 


those concerned in the opposition in that 
_ form would come under the prohibition 


i : of this clause. 
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words I desire to have left out. 
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Senator O°’ LOGHLIN.—I am not deal- 
ing with the first part of the proposed new 
paragraph gd, but with the latter part of 
it. The first refers to persons advocating — 
the overthrow of established government 
by force or violence, but the part of the — 


clause to which I am referring refers — 


Ce 


merely to a person ‘‘ who is opposed to — 
organized government.” 

Senator Russrti.—It means opposition 
to all government, not to any Maile eden 
form of government. 

Senator O LOGHLIN.—It was recently | 


decided in a Court in Victoria that it is — 


not a crime for any one to advocate a 
republican form of government in Aus- 
tralia or in any other part of the King’s 


Dominions. 
‘ Senator Russett.—This Bill would 
not affect that. 

Senator O’LOGHLIN.—I admit that — 


if persons attempted ‘to. overthrow a. 
Government by force in order to sub- 
stitute another for it they would be guilty | 
of treason. I have read the clause care- 
fully and the second part of the para- 
graph with which we are dealing makes 
a person liable to exclusion from the 
Commonwealth merely because he opposes 
an organized government. If the Minis- 
ter says that the clause will not apply to © 
such persons he can have no objection to — 
accepting the amendment. : 
Senator Senior.—I should like to move 
a prior amendment to that submitted by _ 
Senator Gardiner. ; 
Senator Garpiner.—I ask leave to 
withdraw my amendment temporarily. 
Amendment, by leave, withdrawn 
‘Senator SENIOR (South Australia) 


{4.2].—I move— 


That the words “ who is opposed to” be left — 
out. / ( irs 


If my amendment is agreed to the pro- — 
posed new paragraph gd will read— | 

Any person who advocates the overthrow by : 
force or violence of the established government — 
of the Commonwealth or of any State or of 


any ,other civilized country, or of all forms of 
law, or organized government, 


and so on. ‘ 
Senator GARDINER.—That is a part of 
my amendment. 3 


Senator SENIOR. — The honorable — 
senator will see that it is a prior amend- 
ment, because if I voted against the — 
amendment he submitted I could not sub- — 
sequently move for the omission of the 


Mere © 


opposition: is not a crime. 
- point I wish to make. 
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That is the 
We cannot legis- 
late against something which we may con- 
clude is in a man’s mind. 

Senator GarpinER.—I ask your ruling, 


 sir,) as to whether the amendment is a 


mittee decide 


- President of the Executive Council) [4.7]. - 
—The general purport of this clause is to 
_ prevent the use of force. 


prior one to that which I have with- 
drawn ? ; 

The CHAIRMAN (Senator Shannon). 
—-f rule that it. 1s. 
out that if Senator Senior had not 
submitted his proposal in this form, 
he could not have moved it at all. 
Senator Gardiner will have an  oppor- 
tunity of moving his amendment at a 
later stage. 

Senator GarpIner.—Not if the Com- 


stand. 
The CHATRMAN.—That is so. 


Senator GarpinerR.—Then I am to be. 
debarred an\ opportunity of obtaining: a, 


vote upon my proposal merely because 
I was informed that Senator Senior had 
a prior amendment, although that amend- 


ment commences exactly where my own 


proposal commenced. 


Senator RUSSELL (Victoria — Vice- 


Senator Gar- 
diner rather astonished me by his declara- 
tion that, in Queensland, there is a collec- 


tion of forces gathering with the object 


he deliberately made. 


i community—capitalistic 


of abolishing the existing Labour Govern- 
ment. there. That is the statement which 
Personally, I am 
strongly opposed to any section of the 
or otherwise— 
bringing force to bear upon Parliament 


with a view to unfairly influencing its 
action. Attempts in that direction have 
- been made here upon several occasions— 
attempts to which, I. am sure, no honor- 





able senator is prepared to submit. Sena-. 
_ tor Gardiner would be one of the first’ 
to resent dictation by any outside body, 
and to tell its members to go to’ a warm 
place. But it is not the political opinions 
of any man to which exception is taken 
in this measure. 
fect liberty to advocate a republic in: pre- 
ference to a monarchy, or a limited 


An individual is at per- 


monarchy in preference to an autocracy. 


: Put he cannot say, ‘‘ Let us kill the 
o b 
sition to government means the public 
_ advocacy of the abolition of all forms of 
_ government by means of force. 
_ persons who advocate these methods ought. 





King.’? Under this Bill, oppo- 


Surely 


I would point 


‘every advanced . country has 
that «these words shall 


years ago have ‘been quoted. 
of the weapons used against the British — 
Government. is as efficacious as is they — 
referendum with adult suffrage. That is 

the most effective method by which the - » 
will of the people can be'expressed. , It is 
quite idle to attempt to apply the condi- _ 

tions which obtain in Russia to a country 
Of course, if we run ~~ 
people into.’a dead end, we shall 
certainly have an explosion. y 
of people who advocate the overthrow of 
all forms of government, who do notwe- 
gard the ballot-box as an effective weapon 


*- 


“not to be welcomed here. Senator Gar-~ 


diner: would vote for the imposition of a 


‘poll-tax upon, so-called inferior races for 


economic reasons, 
same. : . ; 

Senator O’Locuiin.-—But. provision is 
made for all that the Minister has said 
in the previous portion of the clause. 
Why repeat it? | eo ns | 


and at would -do the 


Senator RUSSELL.—I am not seeking ~ 
to repeat it. I am prepared to welcome - 


to Australia Say person who is willing to. 


respect: our standards. of living, and to - 


assist in maintaining our institutions. 
New Zealand, America, and, indeed, 


adopted similar legislative proposals. 


Here we have a beautiful continent con- — 


taining only a small population, and if we 


do not protect it by some such, means as . 


are provided in this Bill, it will become 
the dumping ground for the undesirables 


.of all the nations of the world. It goes 
without saying that a measure of this | 


character should be administered with 
common sense. 
class of legislation which is not lable to 
be abused. But no Government will de- 
sire to go after a, man’s scalp unneces- 
sarily. Senator Gardiner stated the other 


day that, under this measure, George — : 


Washington would have been debarred 
from. entering the Commonwealth. I 


have yet to learn that George Washington 
advocate of the destruction . 
of all forms of government. As a matter — 


was an 


of fact, when trouble arose through. the 


British King ordering troops to America, 
he left his farm for the purpose of de- 
‘fending his country. Nathing in? this. 
measure is designed to prevent that sort ~ 


of conduct. Other cases of a thousand 


like Australia. 


of reform, and who are prepared to drop - 
a bomb into a public Department, are no_ 
good to any country, and never will be. — 


already _ 


I do not know of any © 





" ‘ 
f 


£ t 


But none 


> 


foe 
¥ ; 
+ 


The class 








A. 


had'been practically dumped here. | 
“Bill is not an attempt to’ imterfere with — 


ep! Same ie A : 


ay mmigration 


Senator ‘Garpiner.—Why not intro- 


3! bees a Bill to deal - with that: clas of 
peop le? | 


‘Senator RUSSELL.— This measure 
will deal<with them. I know that some 


members of the Industrial "Workers of 
the World, who were found’ guilty after: 


what. we may fairly assume was a fair 


trial in this Commonwealth, were men 


who were ‘‘wanted’’ in America, and who 


This 


the ‘liberties of ‘the people. It is de- 
signed, rather, to exclude from our midst 
the off-scourings of nearly every other 


“country, because in the near future they 


United States of America, 


will be unable to enter New Zealand, the 
or Dancida. 
The Commonwealth, therefore, will offer 
the best field for the accumulation of per- 


sons who are obviously undesirable. I 


admit that, under.-Acts of Parlia- 
ment, Governments can practically do 
anything; but no Gevernment could con- 


tinue to exist in Australia if it insisted’ 


upon twisting our statute law. It is 


impossible for this country to assimilate” 


men who do not believe in any form of 


_ government whatever. * We can. tolerate 
advocates of all forms of \government— 


even advocates of Soviet government; 


ibut to advocate a particular form of go- 
vernment is a very different thing from 


saying that because that form’ of govern- 


Se at 
we aS 


- 


ment cannot be obtained peacefully it 


must be obtained by 2 me! the use 
of bombs. 

Senator Senior. ons am perfectly ete 
ch my amendment. 


if per wish to 
ao the Bill. 3 

Senator RUSSELL.—There is .a very 
old saying that ‘‘too many cooks spoil the 
broth.’’ I ‘have only one'desire, namely, 
that the Bill shall: accomplish the! purpose 


for which it was drafted. I am prepared 


to consult the drafting officers, and if 
con be any ‘weakness in it,.to have it 
remedied. I am ‘not one of those who 


wept when the ‘Ozar’s Government was 


_ wiped out.of existence, though I recognise | 


that it was not the advocaites of the. use 
of force who brought about that reyolu- 
tion. Tt was the result of the wholesale 


_ protest of the people-who could employ no 


_ other weapon. \ [believe that if the in- 
~ habitants of that unhappy country had 


CY teen able to: express themselves through 


tae ea 


a . - 
=e 
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the ballot-box, they would have voted the 
Czar and ‘his Government clean out of 
existence; and that they. would have been 
able to reconstruct their form of govern- 
ment by peaceful means. They have not 
that weapon ready to their hands, and I 
am not going to apply the conditions that 
obtain in Russia to a country like Aus- 
tralia, where the people ean do just what 
they may choose to do without the em- 
ployment of any force whatever. Of 
course, I cannot guarantee the manner in 
which this measure will be administered — 
—it is quite possible that Senator Gar-— 
diner himself may have to administer 1t— 
but I do say that it contains nothing 


that is calculated to bring about the 


abuses which have been described. 

Senator GARDINER (New South 
Wales) [4.24]—The Minister’s point 
in regard to the employment of force is 
provided for in the early portion of the 
clause, and we are now considering the 
admission of any perggn who is opposed 
to an organized government. | 

Senator Russert.—Not “an organized 
government.”’ 

Senator -GARDINER.—We 
considering the admission to the Common- 
wealth of any person who is opposed to 
organized government—it may be the 
organized government of Russia or of 
lialy, or of America. In the eourse of 
his remarks, the Minister touched: upon 


-my_veference a few days ago to George 


Washington. I have here some of ‘the 
opinions of Washington. Amongst other 
things, I find that he says— ‘ 
‘ IT have never had a will of my own—wrote 
Washington—where a duty was demanded of | 
me. 

At a time when our lordly masters in 
Great Britain will be satisfied with nothing 
less than the deprivation of American freedom, 
it seems highly necessary that something should 
be done to avert. the stroke, and: maintain the 
liberty which we have derived from our ances- 
tors. 

But the manner of doing it, to. answer 
the purpose effectually, is the ee An» ques- 


‘tion. 


‘That no man should scruple, or hesi tate 
a moment, to use arms in defence of so valuable 
a blessing, on’ which all the good and evil of 
life : depends, is clearly’ my opinion, 


resource, the.dernier« resort. 


yak should have mentioned ‘Bonaparte, 


Cromwell, Pym, Hampden, and >many 
otners who have figured prominently in 


are now a 


Yet armsy 4) 
I ‘would beg leave ‘to add, should be the last — 


be 


“Pe, 
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the history of the world as being respon- 


sible for the overturning of organized go- 
vernment by force. Surely it is not con- 
tended that they would be undesirables in 
this country? If I were a Victorian— 


- J am an Australian—I would make a pil- 


grimage to Ballarat to pay homage at 
the grave of Peter Lalor, because he dared 
to stand against _ constituted authority, 
and took his life in his hands in so doing. 
It is extraordinary that in the twentieth 
century any Government should attempt 
to exclude as immigrants persons who 
may hold certain opinions with regard to 
tyrannies existing in their own country. 
All that is necessary is already included 
in the portion of a clause which has been 


_ passed. I dislike the whole Bill, because 
I think it is most objectionable, and I 


submitted an amendment to place upon 
the Committee the responsibility for pass- 
ing the feature of it of which I most 


strongly disapprove.” I remind honorable 


of dreadful’ people. 


ter, 
‘memories, ‘but. under the influence of our - 


too, that the British Go- 
commerfted the colonization 
sending out a_ lot 
I know we are 
supposed not to refer to that mat- 
because it revives unpleasant 


senators, 
vernment 
of Australia by 


sunshine and freedom a very decent race 
has keen established. It is absurd to 
think that our people will be contaminated 


by the introduction of any persons who 


may, for instance, favour the removal of 
the Bolshevik Government and _ setting 
up in its place a Government appointed 


_ by the Czar; or if the Czar were in power 


again, of removing his Ministers and plac- 
ing the Bolshevik Government in their 
place. All Governments exist by the will 
of the people. | 
Senator Russsrz.—And Australia is 
governed by constitutional authority. 
Senator GARDINER.—Whether we 


appreciate it or not, it is a fact that the 


ballot has not done all we thought it would 
do. When questions are submitted for 


the opinion of the people, and when 


only oné. side is heard, the ‘people have 


- no epportunity of coming to a just de- 


cision. Under the influence of a corrupt 
press and a corrupt Government, which 
insure that only one section of the people 
shall be heard, the conditions are rapidly 
becoming favorable to the use of force; 
not the force employed by those enthusi- 


asts who run up against armed authority, 


but the force that will remove the evil 
without personal risks. It is impossible 
to get that thought out of the minds of: 
the people when restrictive legislation of 
this nature is introduced. It is not likely 
that the introduction of the wildest ele- 
ment in the world will corrupt the people 
of this country. On the contrary, with 
our undeveloped resources,a wise Govern- 
ment would invite people to come here, 
instead of passing restrictive legislation 


‘to prevent them. One would think that - 


we occupied only a small garden instead 
of an immense territory, which} as re- 
gards its resources, is as yet practically 
untouched. I am satisfied that if the . 
Vice-President of the Executive Council 
(Senator Russell) will read the clause 
again he will see that all that is necessary 
is already provided for. A man may be 
kept out of Australia simply because he 
is opposed to organized government. f 
do not think the Minister wants to do 
that, nor can I imagine any one wanting 
to do it; but if the Act ever goes before — 
a Court of law the judicial decision will 
be, not upon the intentzon of Parliament, - 


but upon the wording of the Act itself. — 


Possibly some one, may be kept. out. be- 
cause he is opposed to the British Go- 
vernment. Let us imagine that a Sinn 
Feiner, who believes that Governments 
should rest upon the will of the people 


concerned, and accordingly is opposed to 


the British Government, seeking to enter 
Australia after this Bill becomes law. 
If the Minister is administering the Act 
and receives reports from his officers that 
a well-known Sinn Feiner, who, so far 

as his own country is concerned, de- — 
liberately wishes to overthrow any alien 
Government in favour of government by — 


the people, he must keep that man out, 


though the would-be immigrant may be — 
imbued with a patriotism so great that. 
it impels him to suffer exile rather than 
submit to a form of government abhor- 
rent to him. The Minister says that 
such a man must be excluded. ree? 


Senator Russrrzu.—I say nothing of 
the sort. ; | 


Senator GARDINER.—Well, the Bill 
declares that he must be kept out. I 


urge the Minister to read that clause ee 
again very carefully, and see if it can’ 


bear the construction which he places 
EB yee A Se i heaee a \ 
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upon it. 
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He will realize that it has no 
relation to the other part of the clause, 
because it would, otherwise, be connected 
with “ and” instead Of cor,” 


Senator SENIOR (South Australia) 
[4.30].—I think that if the Vice-Presi- 
dent of the Executive Council (Senator 
Russell) will again consider the effect of 
iny amendment he will see that it will 
strengthen the position, because the clause 
will then read— 

Any person who advocates the overthrow by 


-force or violence of the established Government 


The retention of the words 


of the Commonwealth or of any State or of 
any other civilized country, or of all forms of 
law, or organized government, : 


“who is op- 


posed to” gives some ground for the con- 
struction that Senator Gardiner has put 
upon the clause, and I want to leave those 
words out. ~ 


Senator Russruu. aT will submit the 


clause to the authorities responsible for 


~« 


the draftmanship, in order that the in- 
tention,may be made perfectly clear. 

~ Question—That the words proposed to 
be left out be left out (Senator Srnior’s 


amendment) — pay shea Committee 
divided. 3 sae He 
nat AN Oa OSB iy) 
Noes AG 
hy oeMajority, ene SS, 
aha _ AYES. 
Gardiner, A, Teller: 
 O’Loghlin, J. V. + Senior, W. 
_ Nogs. 
Buzacott, R. Reid, M. 
Karle, J. Rowell, J. 
Fairbairn, G. Russell, Hd: 
Foll, H. S. Shannon, J. W. 
Guthrie, R. 8. l 
Pearce, G. F. Teller: 
Plain, W. De Largie, H. 


Question so resolved in the negative. 
Amendment negatived. 


“Senator. GARDINER (New South 


: Wales) [4.85].—I ‘move— 


That the words “or who is opposed to or- 
ganized government” be left out. 


The CHAIRMAN (Senator Shannon). 


The Committee have already decided 


i the clause. 


that certain of the words mentioned by 
the honorable senator shall stand part of 
I cannot therefore accept the 


. amendment. 


2 a a 


Win dean ; 0 | 
by fe say : 


a 


a, 40,5 ae Ay! 


Senator GARDINER. — That is 


exactly what I said. Mine was a prior ! 


amendment. 
Question-—That the clause, as amended, 


be agreed to—put. ‘The Committee 
divided. 
Ayes it He die 
Noes... Ge Pa RES 
Majority 1 
AYES. 
Buzacott, R. .| Reid, M. 
de Largie, H. Rowell, J. 
Fairbairn, G. Russell, HE. J. 
Foll, H. S. Senior, W. 
Guthrie, R. S. Shannon, J. W. 
Pearce, G. F. Teller: 
Plain, W. Earle, J. 
NOEs. 
Gardiner, A. Teller: 


O’Loghlin, J. V. 


Question so resolved in the acai aey, 
Clause, as amended, agreed to. 
Clauses 4 to 6 agreed to. 


Clause 7 consequentially syrended. and 


agreed to. 
Clause 8. (Amendment of section 138. ) 
Senator GARDINER (New South 


Wales): [4.40].—When Parliament was 


dealing with “alien immigration it -had 


not the courage to embody in its legisla- 
tion what it actually desired, but it took 
a circuitous course of achieving its ends. 


I take it that this clause is to extend the - 
period in which an examination can be 
and 


conducted from two to three years; 


I shall be glad if the Minister will ex- 


plain what the clause actually means. 
Senator RUSSELL (Victoria — Vivce- 
President of the Executive Council) 


[4.41].—Section 13b of the principal a 


Act, when amended, will read— 


The master of a vessel on which a prohibited ue 
immigrant, or a person reasonably supposed — 
to be a prohibited immigrant, is, may, with — 


the necessary assistance, take all reasonable | 


measures to prevent the prohibited immigrant 
from entering the Commonwealth from the 
vessel in contravention of this Act. 


It simply places the onus on the meee 


of a vessel. 


Senator GarpDINER.—I am afeaid r was” 


referring to another Act. 
Clause agreed to. 
Title agreed to. 

_ Bill reported with amendments. 


Senate adjourned at 4.47 p.m. 
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Statement. 





House of Representatives. . 


Wednesday, 28 April,’ 1920. 





Mr. Spraxer (Hon. W. Elliot Johnson ) 
took the chair at 3 p.m., and read prayers. 


MINISTERIAL STATEMENT. 
BusINESss OF PARLIAMENT. 


‘Mr. HUGHES (Bendigo—Prime Min- 
ister and: Attorney-General) [3.1]—(By 
leave).—In ‘accordance with my intima- 
tion of last week, I propose to make a 
brief statement of the intentions of the 
Government regarding the business to be 


transacted by Parliament between now. 


and the arrival in Melbourne of the Prince 
of Walés. The War Gratuity-Bill and the 
Repatriation Bill: have first to be dealt 
with, and I hope will be disposed of with- 
- out delay, and there will then follow the 
- motion foreshadowed in the Speech of His 
_ Excellency the Governor-General, thank- 
ing the members of the Naval and Mili- 
tary Forces for their services during the 
late war. Other measures to be passed 
are a Bill to*amend the Navigation Act, a 
- Bill to establish a Bureau of Science and 
Industry, and a Bill to ratify the agree- 
ment with the Anglo-Persian Oil Com- 
pany. The Government. must also obtain 
- Supply, and we prefer to do this by get- 
ting rid of the Estimates for the current 
year. It is proposed, therefore, to allot a 
period for their discussion. In this con- 
nexion, honorable members are informed 
thas the Acting Treasurer will be in a 
position to deliver his Budget speech in 
~ August next, and that, therefore, although 
_ the Estimates for this year are being dealt: 
with at the end of the year, those for next. 
year will be presented in good time. If 
we cannot get the Estimates for this year 
_ passed before the Prince comes,-we shall 
i have to bring down a Supply Bull. 
| In order to get through the business 
_ that I have outlined, it will be necessary, 
_ I think, for the House to sit on Tuesdays, 
| and I shall therefore move that we meet 
_ on Tuesday next at 3 p.m. 


_. As to the length of the adjournment 
_ for the Prince’s visit, we think that it will 





_ the period that the Prince will spend in 


ately. 


be sufficient if Parliament adjourns for 


: a 


shall endeavour to so arrange’ business 
while he is in the other States, and to give 


‘such pairs, as will enable the representa- 


tives of those States to be absent without 
interfering with business or disturbing 


the equilibrium of parties. 


Mr. TUDOR (Yarra) {[3.5].—(By 
leave.)—A » Bill to amend the WNavi- 
gation Act is an urgent measure, 


because the Act should be brought 


into foree. as soon as possible, in order~ 
that our navigation laws may be right up“ 
to date. I believe that the Senate passed 
ar amending Bill, which would have done 
all that was needed, but it did not get 
through this House. I do not think there 
is urgercy for the Bureau of Science and 
Industry Bill, a measure which has been 
brought forward more than once during 
the last two or three years. I do not know 


whether if is intended to rush this through 


before the proposed ‘adjournment. As to 
the ratification of the agreement with the 
Anglo-Persian Oil Company, I would re- — 


mark that honorable. members on both ~ 


sides—particularly those of the Labour 
party—regard with suspicion agreements — 
with oil companies, because of the “ cor- 
nering’’ that has been practised by the 
Standard’ Oil Company of America, the 
most notorious Combine in the world, and 
similar organizations. It may be, how- 
ever, that the,agreement will.free us to 


some extent from the tentacles of that com-. 
‘pany. But*toask us to rush through all © 


the measures that have been mentioned is ~ 
to ask us to pass more legislation than we — 
shall have a fair opportunity of .discuss- 

ing. 


mates will not necessarily follow immedi-— 
It has been the practice of late 
years to pass the Appropriation (Works 
and Buildings) Bill soon after the Budget 
has been delivered, so that there may be 
no delay in proceeding with public works, 
but—especially during the war—we have 
not had an opportunity, to discuss the Trea- 


_surer’s proposals until a great deal of the 
-Taoney we have been asked to vote has 
‘been spent. I shall be very glad if the 


Acting Treasurer does introduce a new 
era, and give us an opportunity to discuss 
the Estimates shortly after the delivery of 
the Budget. ENN. UIA eg 


The Prime Minister says that the 
Budget will be delivered in August; but — 
we know that the discussion of the Hsti- _ 


. % f 
{ 


Victoria and in New South Wales. We = 
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RECORD OF GUNNER YATES. 


CommittrE or INVESTIGATION. 

Sir GRANVILLE RYRIE (North Syd- 
ney—Acting Minister for Defence) [3.9]. 
—I told the House during a recent debate 
that further investigation would be made 
into the record of Gunner Yates. Of 
course, I realize - that it is due to any 
man ae went. to the Front. that he 


_ should have, an. opportunity .of clearing 


y 


whole, business of Gunner Yates’ ser- 
vice. After consultation with the 
‘Minister for Defence (Senator Pearce), 
and with. the approval of ~ the 


‘ quiry. The two men thus appointed, I‘ 


man from: outside, who, I insist, shall be - 


himself, or being cleared, of any imputa- 
tion upon his services., I ‘realize that 


' a man’s record in the great war is very 


dear to him; at any rate, I know that my 
record is very dear to me, and if any im- 


putations were made seas it I should - 


be one to make a terrible fuss. At all 
events, I set. about devising the Det means 
for having an impartial inquiry into the 


-Prime Minister (Mr. Hughes), I have de- 
cided to have an investigation of this 
- character: the Leader of the Opposition 
(Mr. Tudor) to appoint one man from his 
side of the House, while I appoint a man 
from the Governmen side. It had been 
in my mind to appoint a military man, 
but, on the suggestion of an honorable 
member this morning, I thought that, per- 


haps, it might be more acceptable to hon-’ 
orable members opposite if I appointed a 


non-military man. My only wish is to 
afford an opportunity for an impartial in- 


suggest, shall mutually agree upon a chair- 


a military officer of the rank of major or 


* should be chairman. of this tribunal. 


higher. It is only fair—at all events, it 
is only proper—that a’ military man 


did not entertain the proposal put for- 


_ ward by some one on the Opposition side 


that there should be a Select Committee, 
for that is a cumbersome method, entailing 


expense in bringing forward witnesses to 
_ give evidence. 


Under the circumstances, 
_I think that a small Committee such as I 
suggest would fully answer the purpose. 


Mr. Jams Pacr.—Will the Committee 


be allowed to call evidence? 
Sir GRANVILLE, . RYRIE.—The 


Committee will have access to all the re- | 
| cords of the Department—as much access 


as i can aS it. 





establishing Gunner 


Tp 


Gunner Yates. 


; fais 


“Mr. Makin. Would not a Judge or a 


magistrate be better than a military man 


as chairman 2 


Sir GRANVILLE RYRIE.—No; 


which he can obtain all military records. 


military man knows the channels through Mi 
which to make inquiries, and through | 


There must be.a military man at the head— 


of this Committee. 
Dr. Matonny.—There might be a mili- 
tary man to assist the chairman. 
Sir GRANVILLE RYRIE.—No; the 
¢hairman should be a military man. 


Mr. Frnron.—Leave the military out 
altogether. 


Sir GRANVILLE RYRIE.—I cannot | 
I think IT am making qa | 


agree to that.- 


fair proposal, and I ask the Leader of the 
Opposition (Mr. Tudor) to aceept it as 


the best that can be done with a view to 


Yates’ 
establishing what he has claimed.’ I do 
not know whether that claim is right or 


wrong, but an inquiry should be made by 


an impartial tribunal, and I think the one 
I suggest will appeal to honorable mem- 


‘ bers on both sides, © 


Mr. Maxin.—Will the iabuuel be abla 


to summon Gunner. Yates and others con- 
nected with the case? 


‘Sir GRAN VILLE RYRILE.—That will 


be left to the Committee. Of course, the 


record—to — 


Committee cannot summon people to give ' 


evidence, for that is the business of a ‘ i 


Select : Wininstiod: 


Mr, Fenron.—That means that if a 
man chooses he may decline to give evi- 
dence. 


Sir GRANVILLE RYRIE “Tet a 


Committee obtain information where and 


from whom they like, and in this they will a 
have the assistance of the Department — 


and the staff in furnishing. the records. 
Mr. 


J AMES 


Pacu.—That ie a fair 


Sir GRANVILLE RYRIE—I hope _ 
the matter will not be debated, or any | 


question be raised in regard to it, but that a) 
the Leader of the ee, will accept — 


the proposal. 


Mr; Tupor.—You do not expect me 2 to \ 


name my man to-day? 


Sir GRANVILLE RYRIE No. 


Mr. Hueues.—The Leader of the Op- 
) position may take his own time. | 


DS mtenicmert he ln a AG ace 


. ra oe 
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ARBITRATION COURT. 
Remarks spy Mr. Justice Hicarns. 


Mr. HiGGS.—Has the Prime Min- 
ister read the remarks of Mr. Justice 
Higgins, in which the learned Judge 
stated that the Government were appoint- 
ing an illegal tribunal, which, in his 
opinion, would come into conflict with 
the functions of the Arbitration Court? 
If the Prime Minister has read those 
remarks, has he any statement to make 


| regarding the matter? 


Mr. HUGHES.—Yes, I did see a re- 
port of His Honour’s romarke in one! of 
the morning newspapers. I noted with 
very great regret that His Honour 
adopted the same tone in yesterday's pro- 
ceedings that he did in the proceedings 
last week—a tone which, in my opinion, 
is quite improper, and would be strongly 


‘resented——— 


Mr. Manon.—I rise to a point of 
order. J submit that no reflection can 
be made on a Judge except on a motion 
of which due notice has been given. 

Mr. SPEAKER (Hon. W.. Elliot 
(Mr. 
Hughes) is making a reply in answer to a 
question. I ask the right honorable 
gentleman to refrain from making per- 
sonal reflections. 

Mr. HUGHES.—I do not mind whe- 
ther I answer the question or not; but, if 
I am asked a question, I shall answer it 
my own way. 

Honoraste Mempers.—Order ! 

Mr.. Parker Moroney.—The Prime 
Minister cannot do that. 

Mr. SPEAKER.—The Prime. Min- 
ister knows that he is perfectly entitled to 
answer the question, but in doing so he 
must conform to the rules of the House. 


Mr. HUGHES.—What is the point of. 


order ? 

Mr. SPEAKER.—The Prime Min- 
ister is perfectly entitled to answer the 
question, but in doing so I ask him to re- 
frain, as far as possible, from reflecting 


on the Judges of the Courts, whose con- 
duct can vy be debated on a specific 


motion. 

Mr. HUGHES.—I am not reflecting 
on the Judges at all. Are you, sir—the 
custodian of the rights and privileges of 
the House—to sit still, while persons re- 
flect on a member Of ‘the House, and a 


member who occupies the position of the 


head of the Government. Am I not to 


a at) } 


REP RRGEN TATIVES. 7 Customs ana Bacive Boe 


pan Dl shesencdy ans) 
-~ 


be allowed, ey answering a question, Ss 3 
If that be the © 


at least say something? 
case, I will not say anything here, but 
Ww is say it where I please. 7 


VISIT. OF THE PRINCE OF 
WALES. | 
Newsparer ComMEN's. 

Mtr. MATHEWS.—I desire to ask the 
Prime Minister (Mr. Hughes), without 
notice, whether he is aware that there 
is a section of the community, well-mean- 


ing though hard-hearted, which considers — 


that all frailties are crimes? If so, will 
the Prime Minister, under the War Pre- 
cautions Act, stop the press from print- 
ing incidents of the Prince of Wales’ 
journey through New Zealand? I mean 
such incidents as that His Royal High- 
ness has won two bets at a race meeting. 
I consider that the press and many syco- 
phants are not giving the Prince a 
chance; and I desire the press to be sup- 
pressed—prevented from printing eom- 
ments on the frailties of the Prince in> 
going to race meetings, dancing with 
pretty girls, and so forth. 

Question not replied to. 


CUSTOMS AND EXCISE REPORT. 
Mr. GREGORY.—I would like to 
know what are the prospects of the Trade 


and Customs and Excise report for 1918-19 
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being laid upon the table within the next _ 


couple of months, in order that honorable 


members may peruse it before the Tariff — 


is brought forward for considerat:on. 
Mr. GREENE.—I will endeavour to 

see that the report is laid upon the table 

within the period mentioned. % 


ADJOURNMENT (Formal). 
_ Awzac Hanp-weavine Lynpustry. 
Mr. SPEAKER. —I have received an 


intimation from the honorable member — 


for Melbourne (Dr. Maloney) that he 
desires to move the adjournment of the 
House to discuss a’ definite matter of 
urgent public importance, namely, “ The 
necessity of assisting the returned 
suldiers and sailors in obtaining a full 
supply of good yarn from the Govern- 
ment or other mills, in order to make the | 
Anzac hand-weaving industry a success.’ 


Five honorable members pis resen 


in thew places, en 
Question proposed. 


; ia 
Mt 


i 


Adjournment 
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“Dr, MALONEY (Melbourne) [3.21].— 
Honorable members will sympathize with 
me that we should now be going into the 
third year since I first. took up this 
matter. They will agree, too, I hope, 
that if I were to show some heat in stat- 
ing my case to-day there would be rea- 
sonable excuse, seeing that, instead of 


some ten or twelve men being employed’ 


to-day in the Anzac hand-weaving indus- 
try—just as there were at the end of 1917 
—there should now be an_ infinitely 
greater number so engaged. My recom- 


mendation, which I hope honorable mem-_ 


bers will support, is that yarn should be 
supplied to every returned soldier or 
sailor who is willing to go in for hand- 
weaving, and that branches of the indus- 
try should be opened in every city or 
_ large centre of population. I propose. to 
quote copies of letters which have passed 
between returned men engaged in the in- 
dustry and the Minister for Repatria- 
tion. In New South Wales, those con- 
cerned with hand-weaving have always 
had a square deal and a fair wage; their 
pensions ave never been tampered with. 
In Victoria they have never had a square 
deal, and their pensions have been re- 
duced. In Scotland, at present, re- 
turned soldiers and ‘sailors. are being 
-given a squarer deal than those in Vic- 
toria. I will first read a letter forwarded 
to me on the 25th November, 1917— 


‘I hereby request that you will kindly give 
- audience to a deputation of returned soldiers 
to-morrow, Monday, the 26th inst., at 10 a.m., 
at your office in Elizabeth-street. There are 
twelve of us, all returned soldiers, engaged 
in the manufacture of hand-woven tweeds 
under the supervision of the State War 
Council. * 

We requested the Repatriation authorities 
(Senator Millen) to grant us an increase in 
pay to enable us to combat the high cost of 
living, and to eventually repatriate us to allow 
our forming a co-operative concern and start 
in business on our own account, I have copies 
of ail communications between both parties, 
which I will put before you. All of our re- 
' quests have been refused; therefore, the 
grounds for our complaints. The majority of 


. us are married men. 


Honorable members will perceive that 
- the men wanted to make their industry a 
-eo-operative concern, such as could be 
brought about to-day, thanks to the Coun- 
try party having succeeded with its 
momentous amendment to the Repatria- 
tion Bill in the course of consideration of 
that measure last Friday. In the letter 





to the Minister for Repatriation, which 
I will now quote, the men employed in 
hand-weaving remind the Minister of the 
allowance which they were receiving, and 
they puint out that, if they were in re- 
ceipt of a war pension, the amount draw- 
able was deducted from their allowance. 
In New South Wales, the circumstances 
were different. Fortunately, the men 
similarly engaged there were under the 
Red Cross Association. They received 
an allowance for three months, and then 
were paid 2s. per yard as the ‘tweed left 
the loom. The letter to the Minister is 
as follows :— 

We, the undersigned, respectfully beg that 
the Honorable the Minister for Repatriation 
will give consideration to our application, par- 
ticulars of which are set down hereunder. 


We are engaged in the manufacture of hand- 
woven tweed under the supervision of the 


State War Council, and are in receipt of an 


allowance at the present time which is as 
under— 

For a single man, £2 2s. per week. 

For a married man, £2 12s. per week, with 
an additional 3s. 6d. per child per week. 

If in receipt of a war pension, the amount 
drawable is deducted from the allowance. 

This scheme is self-supporting, and at pre- 
sent employs twelve returned ‘soldiers, and 
when each was working a hand loom we would 
approximately turn out 72 yards of cloth per 
day, which is sold at the present time for an 
average of 15s. per yard. 


‘We request that the State War Council sup- 


ply each of us with a loom and pay us at 


the rate of 2s. per yard for the manufacture 
instead of the allowance as at present. 

The undermentioned is the profit, &c., which 
the Repatriation Fund would be in receipt of 
when the twelve looms were at work in accord- — 
ance with our request:—Cost of manufacture 
per yard—Wool, per lb., 3s., equals 1 yard; 
scouring and darning, bd, equals 1 yard; wast- 
age, per yard, ld.; wear and tear, 2d.; weav- 
iIng).-2s, 
3d., on wool and material; 
finished cloth; sales on average, 15s. 
profit per yard, 9s. on finished cloth. 
man would average 6 yards. 

For twelve men, 72 yards daily at 9s. yard, 
£32 8s. daily profit. © 

For twelve men, for week of five and a half 
days, £178 4s. weekly profit. 

For twelve men, per annum, £9,266 8s. ae 
annum, 

Total expenditure per annum (all scpenigen ih 
£6,177 12s. per annum. 

Annual] turnover, £15,444. 

We have the demand from two firms alone, 
which are prepared to take as much of the 
material as we can turn out. 

We also request that» on your decisions 
should it favour ou® requests, an amount of: 
the profit be placed in a trust fund to finance 


yard ; 
Kach 


(the price heheh we request) ; i cartage, ar 
total cost, 6s. of 
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us to the extent of £100 per head—in all £1,200 
—to enable us to proceed with arrangements 
at an early date to co-operate and commence 
in the business on our own acdount. 

Trusting you will give your kind considera- 
tion to our requests. 


Following is the answer from the Depart- 
ment, signed by the Comptroller, Mr. 
Lockyer, dated 9th November, 1917:— 


In response ‘to letter of the 4th inst., ad- 
dressed to the Minister, and signed by yoyr- 


self and eleven other returned soldiers engaged’ 


in hand weaving, please inform your com- 


-rades that inquiries are being made regarding 


their representations, and you will be aun: 
later on of ‘the result. 


Then the men received a further depart- 


mental communication, as follows, dated | 
23rd November, 1917 :— 
In reply to letter of the 4th inst., signed 


by yourself and’ eleven other returned "soldiers 
engaged at the Hand-weaving School at Carl- 
ton, I: am desired to advise you that after 
inquiry it is not considered desirable that the 
present conditions of employment. should be 
Yours faithfully, 


Re Lockyer. 


Honorable. members will see that these 
men did all they could in the matter. 
The Department was made aware of 
what had happened in New South Wales, 


where the returned soldiers were treated 


as men. Since that time, the Victorians 


engaged in hand-weaving have been fight- 


ing for fair play. If their proposition 
had been accepted, there would have been 
now employed, instead of some twelve 
or fifteen men, fully 1,000, who would 
have been earning at least £5 5s. a week. 
I have had the pleasure of investigating 
the Red Cross hand-weaving industry 
for the manufacture of 
and homespuns. 
man who has 

looms 
regrets that control ‘was taken from 
the State War Council. ‘The officials of 
that council were most considerate .and 
helpful to them, but since the matter. has 
come under the control of the Repatria- 
tion Department and Senator Millen, I 
regret that the position has been quite the 
reverse. With the Red Cross weaving 
industry in New South Wales things have 
been altogether different. [have a letter 
with me dated 1917, stating that the men 


not 


the 


' There is 
one worked at 


hand 


in the industry there worked for three 


months on an allowance, and then 
went on to piecge-work at the 
of 2s. per yard, whether they ‘were 
dn. Victoria, ‘every 

Dr. Malone». erie 


‘’ 
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hand-woven. 


in Melbourne but who’ 


rate 


ea 


man ‘who enters the cae “pro- 
duces something . of value from the 


very first day. There are at present 
thirty-five men engaged in hand weaving 
in Sydney, and each is earning £5 5s 
a week, and returning good value for his: 
money, payment being based upon 2s. per 
yard as the cloth leaves the loom. In 
New South Wales there are experts at 
hand weaving who eould earn £10 10s. per 
week, but it is held by the governing body 
that it is better to employ two returned 
soldiers at £5 5s. per week than one man — 
at £10 10s. per week. In Sydney the men 
engaged in the industry are supphed with 
morning tea, a good luncheon, and after- 
noon tea; and they are not deprived of the 


paltry little pensions they are receiving. 


Everything is quite the opposite in Vic- 
toria. Here the pensions of the men en- 
gaged in hand weaving were taken from 
them, and the Minister for Repatriation 
was unkind enough to say that samples 
of their output were not exhibited in — 
Q@ueen’s Hall along with other products. 
of returned soldiers because there were 
no injured or sick men. engaged in hand 
weaving. Had the Minister gone through — 
the building | in which the industry 1 is con- — 


ducted he would have seen that some On) has 


the men were without limbs. _ 
' Mr. Rirzey.—Who pays for the afiars 
noon tea supplied to the men in Sydney? 


Dr. MALONEY.—It is provided by . 


the Red Cross Society there. I only wish 
that the men in si iaheeuies were under 
the Red Cross. 
Accompanied by Mr. 3 
Leader of the Opposition i in the Victorian — 
Legislative Assembly, I interviewed Mr. 
Lockyer. We went 


was used: that although these men. might | q 


learn the trade, machinery would in a 
little while wipe it out, and deprive them 
Against that statement wre OS 


of a living. 
have the offer of Messrs. Buckley and ° 
Nunn Limited to take every yard 
of tweed. that these men can’ make 
for five ‘years at LOB a: gtind) aL 
am wearing a suit of clothes ‘made 
from Anzac 
which has been cleaned five times. 


‘Hon- 


orable members can’ see that the hand- Di: 
‘woven cloth of the returned soldiers is — ) 
holding its own against the imported rub- 


bish which has_ Md used to Tee ate tT e 


“Prontlecsead Ne 


into the matter _ 
‘thoroughly, but the same old argument 


tweed three years “ago, 


ae ‘ Anzac Hand — 


~ roust say thet Mr. ee was most sym- 


pathetic, but I cannot, for the’ life. of me, 
understand—unless it was the influence of 
the man at the top—why he did not allow 


- the men. in Melbourne to have the same 


opportunity .as the: men, in Sydney have. 


He was most courteous, and went into the 


matter thoroughly, and if we were unable 


to persuade him, it. was the misfortune of 
Mr. Prendergast and myself. At any 


" rate; we left his presence knowing that we 


had met aman.  _ 


Some honorable members will recall 
that I exhibited in the House some yarn 


sent from the Government. Woollen Mills 


pe a 


! “measured after being shrunk. 
-eloth such as this shrinks 
quarter to one-third of a yard. Yet this 


_ the shrinking vat. 
. any: one whos knows. anything about. weay- 


to these unfortunate-returned. soldiers. to 
be made up into tweed. JI pointed out 
that it. was worse than shoddy, which, as 
we all know, is an admixture of cotton and 
wool. 'There was no cotton in: this yarn, 


but the wool was of such a short staple 
that. it was absolutely. unfit to make 


up 


into cloth. 
it ins ‘the 


I untwisted some of 
House. It was so. short 
im staple that) 1t- wonld. fall. to 
pieces. Accompanied by another honor- 
able member I went to Senator Millen 
and showed him the yarn, untwisting it in 
his presence. He said, 
stopped.” Will honorable members bate 


-me,when I say that it was notstopped? I 


commend the bravery of Sergeant Sin- 


-’ elair, who: stood up against the Minister 


and ‘refused to. make up that. vile yarn. 
Whereis he now? He has been elimi- 
nated, or sacked. Let honorable members 
eall it what they ike. But if it had not 


been for his efforts, there would 
have been no hand-weaving in Mel- 
bourne. Honorable members may  re- 


‘call the noble work. that the Mel- 
bourne’ Age did in connexion with 
this matter. Week after week its columns 
shewed up the infamous way in which the 


- industry was being treated. Yet nothing 


could be done.. By and by a little amelio- 
ration was granted. The-Repatriation 
Department "allowed the men 2s. at the 
oom; but they wanted’ the tweed to be 
Woollen 


from. one- 


wonderful Department. wanted the tweed 
to be measured after it had passed through 
I venture to say that 


ing will know that the money paid to. the 


% 
\ 


af 28% Apri, 1920: 0) 


\ ecaaiven soldiers ; 


“This must be 
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weaver is on the cloth as it leaves the 
loom. However, that abomination was 
ultimately got over, and’ now the men ean 
earn fair wages. The factory was closed 
for two days as a protest against the man- 
ner in which Sergeant Sinclair was 
treated. There: are three gentlemen in 
Melbourne whose names I could give who 
are prepared to support the industry if 
Sergeant Sinclair can do anything for the 
but I think he is too 
disgusted with, his treatment. His heart 
ig broken: and he certainly needs a long 


‘rest. after: ‘the fight he has put up. Why 


is it done? I have with me a piece of the 
real Blighty tweed, as manufactured at 
Aberdeen, Glasgow, and. Edinburgh. The 


men who are engaged in making this 


tweed were earning from £3 to £5 10s. 
per week at.the time I received certain 
communications with reference. to it, but 
they are now earning up to £7 per week, 
working eight hours a day. Just to show 
that there is no truth in the assertion that 
there will be no eall for this hand-woven 
tweed with machinery competing, let me — 
mention, the fact that Burberry, the 


greatest maker of overcoats in the world, 


has offered to take this Blighty tweed for 
ten years at a certain price. 


Mr. Fowrrr.—As a matter of fact, 
hand-woven tweeds have come in again, 
and’ are now holding their own against 
mill-woven tweeds. 


Dr. MALONEY.—The Blighty tweed 
is: 27 inches wide; that is three-quarters 
width. It was purchased at Home at 
lid. per yard, and sold here at £1 
per yard, Possibly the freight and duty 
would amount to 5s. per yard. In Mel 


bourne the Anzac tweed, which certainly _ 
looks much better than the Blighty tweed, — 


is sold at 15s. per yard for double width. 
For a while honorable members and 
others were permitted to buy suit lengths 
at 15s. per yard; I was the means of 
selling over £150 worth of the Anzac 
tweed at that price, and there is not one 


man or woman who bought the material 


but would purchase another length. The 
Blighty tweed, being of narrow width, is 
sold to the public in lengths of 7 yards 
and 8 yards. JI showed our Treasurer 
(Mr. Watt), a keen business man, how 
the Anzac tweed could be produced. at 


Zs. 6d. per, yard, and he asked why could 


not the public get the eloth at 10s: per 
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yard. I am still asking the same ques- 
tion. I would submit the following re- 
commendation: After paying good wages, 
the cloth should be sold as follows :—By 
the roll at 25 per cent. profit to ware- 
houses and tailors; in suit olengths at 
10s. 6d. per yard to the tailors; and at 
iis. per yard to the public; all yarn sup- 
pled to be of good order and quality. 

Thank goodness, the Red, Cross in Syd- 
ney are independent of the Minister for 
Repatriation. They have not to beg 
for Australian yarn to be woven into 
Australian tweeds by men who fought and 
bled for us at the Front. Only 500 lbs. 
weight of yarn is supplied weekly to the 
Anzac industry in Victoria. If it 
is impossible to increase that allow- 
ance while the output from the Go- 
vernment mill remains, as 
sent, at 16,000 lbs. per week, let 
double shifts be worked. I am sure the 
workmen would be only too glad to work 
overtime, if necessary, to help their 
brothers in this industry. I have here 
two samples of the cloth made by the 
Department at a cost of 4s. 4d. per yard 
double width, and it is certainly very 
good. Unfortunately, in the arrange- 
ment cane for making this tweed into 
suits for returned soldiers, no ‘provision 
was made for quarter and half size suits. 
Thus, if I desired to obtain a pair of 
trousers, I should have to select one made 
for a man 6 ft. high, and have them 
altered. By making quarter-size and 
half-size suits, there would be no diffi- 
culty in fitting men short and wide like 
myself. This cloth was supplied to the 
factories at 4s. 6d. per yard, and tenders 
were accepted for the making of suits for 
returned soldiers at prices ranging from 
22s. 6d. to 30s. each. Here is an offer 
that I have received from a reputable 
firm to supply suits direct to the public 
if this material were obtainable by them 
at 4s. 6d. per yard— 


13th October, 1919. 
To Dr. W. Maloney, M.P., 


Parliament House, Melbourne. 

Dear Sir—Fe our conversation regarding the 
manufacture of clothing from the Government 
mill tweed, I am prepared to be able to supply 
direct. to the public, if it were possible to get 
supplied with the tweed, and the price was as 
stated, 1.e., 48s. 6d. per yard, at the following 
prices to-day:—Ready-made suits, in four 
grades.— Grade I., 42s. Grade II., 45s. Grade 
‘TIL, 51s. Grade IV., 60s. | 

Draey suits, in tices grades.—Grade I., 60s. 
Grade II., 69s. Grade III.,. 82s. 


Dr. Maloney, 
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as my own. 


at pre- 


‘spots ” 
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(Borma): 


I can submit, ‘for the heveey of. ‘Sipse! in- 
terested, samples of each of these grades. The 
output from the factory to-day would be 500 
suits. weekly, which could be increased as de- 
sired. Regarding the distribution of same, I 
have several suggestions that I would like to 
submit to you personally, and with my ex- 
perience, I am sure would prove to be a arent 
benefit to the public, 


I am out to help the public who are 
paying for the war, and who provide the 
salary of the Governor-General, as well 
I thought this was such a 
good offer, following as it did upon a 
remark made by the Treasurer (Mr. 
Watt), ‘‘Why cannot the public obtain 
this tweed at a fair increase?’’ that } 
addressed the following letter on the sub- 
ject to Senator Russell :— 
15th October, 1919. 

Dear Friend—Enclosed is copy from a re-_ 
putable firm. I have also other offers. 1. 
would be thankful if you can decide, for the 
benefit of the whole of the public, if the 
Government mill can and will supply the cloth 
of equal quality to that lately supplied for the 
making of suits for our returned soldiers. 

If the suits were made from superior cloth, 
they would be equally reasonable, the difference 
being the price between 4s. 6d. and that charged 
for the superior cloth at the mills. — 


If the government of Australia were 
placed in the hands of a born organizer 
like Ford, of motor car fame, with In — 
structions that he should make .it a 
national community, I am sure he would 
not allow millions of pounds weight ef 
greasy wool to be sent out of the country, 
as it is at present. when it could be 


scoured here and made into tweed. I 


am informed that. when Messrs. Foy and © " 


Gibson were making cloth for women’s 


costumes at 3s. 6d. per yard, and turning 
out an article which so to speak ‘‘ knocked 
off anything that Flinders Lane 
had to offer at the same price, pressute 
was brought to bear—I am speaking sub- 
ject. to correction—and the factory was 
taken over under a military ordinance to 
make up cloth for the soldiers. . Leyte 
Tenders were invited by the Govern-— 
ment for the distribution of cloth manu- | 
factured at the Government Woollen — 
Mills, Geelong, to discharged returned 
soldiers, and it was stipulated that— 
‘The only persons entitled to order suit 


lengths, under the contract shall be returned 
anldiere and nurses who were on. active service 


outside Australia, and who were. members of 


the Australian Imperial Force, and were not 
discharged therefrom for disciplinary reasons. 

The Department also invited tenders for 
the. punches of certain - articles, 


few Lies 


r 





scarlet, No. 2 and No. 


cloth and flannel, 


, per yard; 
in short lengths, and 8 ounces, in short 
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among the tenders received was the fol- 
lowing :—Caps—forage, khaki, and felt, 
‘5d. each. I believe they cost. at the 
lowest 3s. 9d. each. Curtains, caps, 
khaki, 2d. each; hats—felt, fur, Imperial 
pattern, part worn, 2s. 3d. each ; helmets 
—khaki, part worn, 2s. 3d. each; pockets 
for gas masks, 4d. each; \puggarees— 
khaki. part worn, “64d. each ; ribbons for 
hats, Army Medical Corps, and ribbons 
for submarine miners’ hats, ld. each; 
wire for caps, §.D., 14d. each. I believe 
that the Government accepted even lower 
prices for these articles. The Depart- 
ment also offered for sale short lengths of 
and received among 
other tenders one in which the following 
prices weze offered :—Cloth, blue, No. 3, 
56 inches wide, 10s. aah yard; cloth, 
56 inches wide; 
cloth, white, No. 2, ae inches wide, and 


serge, blue, No. 1, 58 inches wide, 10s. 
per yard; dungaree, blue, 274 ‘inches 
wide, Is. 6d. per yard; drab, Melton 


cloth, thick, 56 inches wide. ang cloth, 
drab ‘mixture. W.P., 56 inches wide, Os. 
flannel, light-weight, 9 ounces, 


lengths, 1s 6d. per yard. I do not know 


whether this tender was successful, but 
I hope that the Government obtained 


slightly better prices. 

The question arises as to what it would 
cost to set. up one of our returned soldiers 
in the Anzac tweed industry. A working 


loom in 1917 cost £20, and an expert 


‘weaver employed in connexion with the 


‘Working Men’s Col’ege advises’ me that 


a good hand-power loom can be obtained 
to-day for £30. From the lst December 


‘last to the 1st April of this year the Anzac 


at-12s. a yard. 
mills supply the warehouses with tweed at 


‘Tweed Trust showed a profit of £602, or 
(27.21 per cent. on the turnover of £2, 214. 
The Prime Minister (Mr. Hughes), in il- 
_lustrating how the consumer is suffering 
‘through the activities of the profiteer, 
mentioned woollens manufactured in 
Geelong and sold at a profit by the mills 
I am informed that the 


from 7s. to 8s. 6d. per yard. A clergy- 
man, who knew what he was talking 


: about., spoke on a public platform in 


- Geelong in regard to this matter. I 
was accused by Mr. Williamson, chair- 


man of the Chamber of Manufactures, of 


haying made a misstatement, “but. ‘the 


p ‘ assertions made by the reverend gentle- 
man to whom J have referred ‘bore out: 


_ what I had said. Have not honorable 


. m4 " 


; 
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members heard of tweed manufactured in 
Geelong at 8s. 6d. per yard sent into 
the warehouse in Flinders-lane and sold 
at from 21s. to 25s. per yard? 

Hxtension of time granted. 

Mr. Brucre.—Does the honorable mem- 
ber know of anybody who bought this 
cloth at 8s, 6d. a yard and sold it at 21s. 
per yard ? 

Dr. MALONEY.—-No; but if the 
honorable member cares to go to Geelong 
I will give him the address of my infor- 
mant. If he cannot obtain the informa- 
tion then, I shall be prepared to devote 
half a day to assisting him in further in- 
quiries. 

Mr. Bruce.—I think the honorable 
member ought to obtain the information. 
Dr. MALONEY.—As the 
member has more means than I have, and — 
is connected with “‘the Lane” which is 
being attacked, it is his duty to go to 
Geelong and make the inquiries. 

Mr. Bruce.—J have inquired every- — 
where, and I cannot sheet home the 
charge. 


Dr. MALONEY.—I have mentioned — 


my authority, and as he is a relative of 


Mr. Watt,.I would rather believe his 
statement than the honorable member’s 
hearsay. | 
Mr. Bowpren.—The honorable mem- 
ber makes a. statement, but he cannot 
substantiate it. 
a clergyman said certain things. He does 
not know those things of his own know- 
ledge. J am in sympathy with the hon- 
orable member, but I wish to be fair. 
Dr. MALONEY .—Of course, I did not 
buy the tweed, and if I had bought it — 
I had not the power to send it into a 
warehouse in Flinders-lane and then sell 


it to retailers in Geelong at an increased 
Will the honorable member say. _ 


price. 
that every yard of cloth that leaves the 
Geelong mills and is sent into a warehouse 
is not sold at a greater profit than 10 
per cent. ? 

Mr. Bruce.—I also am sympathetic 
with the honorable member’s desire. I 
have tried to discover these practices, but, 
like the honorable member, I cannot. 

Dr. MALONEY.—I have discovered 
sufficient to satisfy me. Perhaps the 
honorable member has taken the trouble 
to read the report. of the proceedings of 
the Fair Profits Commission last week, 
when Mr. Henry Allen, a director of 
Richard Allen and Sons Proprietary 
Limited, was examined in regard to the 


honorable’ — 


All he can say 1s that 
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selling of tweeds. I. Mave. Mr. Allen 
is a member of the City Council, and a 
very ‘nice. gentleman, indeed; He stated 
that his firm, had. sold tweeds by com- 
petitive tender, and he: continued— 
We have already: done: that. The surplus 
on the. goods we offered by competitive tender 
realized £100. 12s. 1d., which amount we handed 
to the Melbourne Hospital, upon audit of our 
books by an outside firm. ~ 

The: Chairman. (Sir J. W.. McCay ).—Of 
course, it. is your customers’ money you 
handed. over, not. yours?—-It was the difference 
between the prices received by competitive 
_ tender and the prices we offered for the goods. 
Some people might call it cheap charity ?—Il 
- object to that remark. 
Did not Mr. Allen state in evidence that 
he made a profit of 100 per cent? If he 
did make that profit, he is a profiteer. 
The Prime Minister said, ‘‘I am _ out 
against the profiteers every time, and will 
fight them tooth. and claw.’’ I wish to 
the Lord he would, and I would assist 
him! On the 
for Defence (Senator Pearce) said, “‘ I 
consider the Defence Department is justt- 
fied in obtaining the highest. price fcr 
any goods it has for sale.’’ Could any 
two statements be more diametrically op- 
posed ? No one can argue that selling cloth 


at 17s. per yard, which could be profit-: 


ably sold at 12s. 6d. per yard, is hot. pre- 
fiteering. Without detaining the House 
further, I ask jhonorable members to 
honour the men who fought for our liber- 
ties by seeing that those engaged in the 


Anzac hand-weaving industry get a fair, 


deal. The man who planted the industry 
in Australia has been dismissed, and ive 
factory was closed. up for mo days as, 
protest. 
; Mr. James Pacr—Has not the 4 ge @x- 
posed. all these proceedings ? 
Dr. MALONEY.—The Age has done 
noble and glorious work in this matter. 
Mr. SPEAKER:—Order! The honor- 
able member’s extension of time. has ex- 
_ pired.: 


Sir GRANVILLE RYRIE 
Sydney—Assistant Minister for Defence) 
[3.57].—I realize that. the honorable 
member for Melbourne (Dr. Maloney) is 
very earnest in his determination to do 
everything in his power for the returned 
soldiet, and in that. endeavour I am fully 
in sympathy with him.. It is commend- 
able for any honorable member. to. strive 
to find. means of support for those men 
who. have returned from, war service aver- 
_ seas. Unfortunately, there are almost 
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insuperable. difficulties in: vay way “ioe sup- 
plying an unlimited quantity of yarn for 
the purpose of giving employment. to the 
returned. soldiers in, the hand- “weaving, in- 
dustry. 

Mr, Svewarr.—Will. ‘ie 
state what those difficulties are? 


Minister 


Sir GRANVILLE: RYRIE.—In the 


first. place, the Commonwealth mill 


under contract to supply the Anzac Taped 
Trust with 500 lbs. of yarn per week for _ 
hand-weaving purposes. 


It has also con- 
tracted to supply the Returned Sailors 


and Soldiers Imperial League: with 40,000 
yards of: finished tweed *per month, or — 


480,000 yards. per annum, which. can be 





Sikaiaoa by returned Boidiext for civilian 3 


suits: upon application to the league. 
Dr. 

more than one shift? — 

Sir GRANVILLE- RYRIE. 

working of an extra shift has been. sug- 

vested , 


(Mr.. Robinson) contends. that, 


its present contracts. The: 480: ,00Q yards 


of tweed which: is to. be. supplied to the 
league: will absorb 70° per cent, of the 

total output of the mill, leaving only 30 © 
per cent. for the Navy and. other Go- — 


vernment Departments. It is considered 
that, the mill cannot, as suggested by 


some honorable members, supply, an un-. 


limited. quantity of yarn to these men, 


in order that. the hand-weaving industry — 


may assume large proportions. If extra 


" ‘yarn is to be, made and supplied to. the - 
men now engaged) in the industry, it will 


have to be. supplied to others throughout 
Australia, and it would be. impossible 
for the. present: Government mill tomake 
enough yarn for the purpose. The. mill 
is being enlarged by the ‘addition of a 
wing, but even that enlargement will not 
be more than sufficient to enable it. to 


Matongy.—Is: the mill working 
— The. 


and. although the difficulties in — 
the way.of working a night shift are not : 
insuperable, yet the manager of the mills 
if’ there 
is to be. any night work, it should be for a 
the purpose of enabling . the mill to fulfil 


earry out the contracts to waich at pane od) 


referred. 


Mr; Bdge —Will not es a 
for the supply of 480,000 yards of cloth — 


for returned soldiers and parlor come: boi 
an end soon ? cs 

Mr. . Tupor. _ Some of the men have 
already got their tweed. atte 
\. Sir GRANVILLE RYRIE. _‘The con- 


ct. is for a- year. 
£ - of its termination. Dot 





~4 


I do. pay nore the 


_ spinning is’ concerned. 


present. 





wy - Anzac haus 
ee Frenton.—Is there a possibilitv of 


yarn being obtained from private mills? 
Sir GRANVILLE RYRIE.—I doubt 


that private mills would supply yarn to. 


_ those working in competition with them. 
The Government is not putting any 
obstacle in° the way of obtaining yarn 
from private sources. vis 

Mr. Fenron.—If the Government were 


to make representations to some private. 


mill, surely,the supply of a considerable 
quantity of yarn could be arranged for. 
Sir GRANVILLE RYRIE.—tThis so- 
ealled hand-made tweed is, I think, 
rather a worsted ; and the contention that 
hand-made cloth is* superior to machine- 
_ woven cloth is erroneous. 
_ Dr. Maoney.—it brings 
price. 


()) Sir GRANVILLE RYRIE.—The hon- 


the bigger 


orable member’ refererd to the Burbery — 


material, of which magnificent overcoats 
are male, but that is Gand: woven cloth 
‘in which hand-spun yarn is used. Here 
_ the hand-woven cloth is made of machine- 
spun yarn. ‘ 

Dr. Matoney.—In ‘‘ Blighty ’’ to-day 
they are doing mand what we are doing 
"here. 

Sir GRANVILLE RYRIE.—I do not 
think that the hand process produces a 
superior cloth, except so far as _ the 


Dr. Mautoney.—The experts I have 
consulted are against you 

Sir GRANVILLE RYRIE. Cedi 
March, 1919, the Minister for Repatria- 
tion (Senator Millen) summoned a con- 
ference of experts, at which a member of 
the Returned Sailors and Soldiers Im- 


_ perial League attended, and the members 


of the Repatriation ‘Commission were 
After an exhaustive inquiry, a 
report was drawn up, which embodied a 
_ strong recommendation’ for the discon- 
_ tinuance of the hand-weaving school. 
Dr. Matonry.—Have you read the 
- statements of most of these men, pub- 
lished in the newspapers, to the: effect 
_ that they did not make such a recom- 
-mendation ? 
Sir GRANVILLE RYRIE. —I * have 
not. Iam giving the House now infor- 
mation that’ has been supplied to me. 
The conference expressed the view that 
_ the hand-loom weaving enterprise should 
not be further undertaken by the De- 
partment of Repatriation, as it could 
_ only lead returned soldier operatives to a 


va r 
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dead-end employment. That has been 
my opinion right along. At the present _ 
time, prices are high, and there is a big 
demand for tweed, and a sentiment in 
favour of Anzac tweed; but, in time, 
machine-woven. tweed will displace ‘he 
hand-woven tweed. 


Mr. Jauus Pacz.—It was said _ that 
the machine shears would entirely dis- 
place the hand shears, But there are still — 
hundreds of. men shearing by hand. 

Sir GRANVILLE RYRIE.—In my 
opinion, these men should. 
couraged to enter an industry which will 
go to pieces when times become normal © 


— Weaving I ndusiry. 


in this country, because they will not 
be able to coapete with machinery. 
The report to -which JI have  re- 


“ferred says that the sale of the Anzac 
tweed was contingent largely on two con- 
ditions, which would not obtain perma- 
nent] y— ie 
(a) The present state of the market in 
suiting cloths. 
(6) The sentiment that the material was 
* Anzac tweed,’ a sentiment which, 
in the opinion of the Commission, 
was of an evanescent character, and 
not likely to survive for this purpose 
for any lengthened period, 


Other important factors in devebuaniad 
the recommendation of the Commission 
which were elicited at the conference were 
the following :— 

a) None of the seven men engaged at the 
weaving school was incapacitated, and expert 
opinion established the fact that a man, in 
order to pursue hand weaving as a calling, 
would require to have both his arms and legs 
unimpaired, and should be otherwise physi- 
eally sound. ; From the evidence submitted, 
there is no doubt that the men engaged at 
hand weaving could be easily employed in 
ordinary woollen mill activities. 


(2) The hand-loom industry was not .a com- 
plete self-contained process, but was dependent 
entirely upon Government mills for its yarn, 
and was equally dependent upon a private firm 
for the finishing of the cloth, shrinking, dye- 
ing, pressing, &e. 


I am informed that fhe hand weavers ~ 


cannot finish their ‘cloth, but maa get 1b 
finished by machine processes. 


‘Dr. Matoney.—Messrs. Foy and Gibson 
have been generous enough, up to the | 
present,.to do the finishing, and I believe: 
will continue to do it. P 


Sir GRANVILLE RYRIE.—If -hand- | 
looms were being worked all over the 
Commonwealth, we could not be certain 
of. finding Foy and Gibscn’s everywhere. 
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Dr. Matonry.—Why should not the 
Department undertake to: finish this 
cloth ? 

Sir GRANVILLE RYRIE.—There is 
evidence of English authorities of unques- | 
tionable standing in the weaving trade in 
support of the contention— 


(a) That hand-loom weaving is a hundred 
years behind the times, and cannot 
be revived against modern ma- 

| chinery; and 

(b) that the work is strenuous and unsuit- 
able for incapacitated men. 


Later, upon representations being made 
with regard to hand-loom weaving by the 
Fathers Association. and the Sailors and 
Soldiers Imperial League, the Repatria- 
tion Commission reconsidered the posi- 


tien of this industry, and reaffirmed itse 


previous decision that the industry was 
not one that it could recommend the De-: 
partment to conduct as a repatriation 


> activity. 


Hertension of tume granted. 

Bir ORAN VLULE ORY REE Ss he 
gist of the information supplied to 
me is that for the next twelve months 
the Government mili will be kept work- 
ing at its full capacity to meet its con- 
tracts, and that if the mill could supply 
the yarn that, is asked for, it would not, 
in the opinion of experts, ‘be wise to en- 
courage the hand-weaving process. 

Dr. Matonry.—A_ lot “of those State- 
ments have been contradicted. 

Sir GRANVILLE RYRIE‘—I have 
not seen the contradictions. Certainly, I 
think that hand-weaving is an industry 
which cannot be permanently successful, 
especially as it is dependent on Govern- 
ment or private mills for a supply of 
yarn, and produces cloth which is not 
finished until it has been subjected to 
processes of power-driven’ machinery. I 
am sorry that this is so, because I know 
that the honorable member for Melbourne 
(Dr. Maloney) is earnest: in his desire to 
improve the lot of the returned men. | 


Mr. FENTON (Maribyr nong) [4.14]. 


-—-The statements of the Minister are re- 


futed by one of the members of the con- 
ference to which he has referred, in a 
letter published in the Age on the 24th 


April, 1919, addressed to Mr. Gilbert, the 


Controller of Repatriation. The writer 
was Mr. A. F. Frood, and he said— 


The finding of the Commission relative to_ 
the cost of running a two-set spinning plant 
was ca anak ex parte, as the proposal to in- 


ay 
* 
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stall a spinning plant was cubretibiad to the 


Government by me after the Conference. 


The last paragraph of the letter is as 
follows :— 


I submit that the facts are against the Com- 
mission’s findings, and I ask the Minister to 
give the Committee an opportunity to state 
their case, or to give the industry a further 
year’s trial on the business lines we have sug: 
gested. 


There is evidently a difference of opinion 


as to the erection of the two-set spinning 
machinery, and we have here a general 
statement that the findings of the Con- 
ference were against the facts submitted. 

This is very remarkable as coming from 
a member of the Conference. As to the 
shortage of yarn, the Assistant Minister 
for Defence (Sir Granville Ryrie) relies _ 
to a considerable extent on the big orders — 
that the Commonwealth Mills at Geelong 
have to fill, just as though that were the 
only source of supply. My own opinion 
is that if an appeal were made to the 


woollen manufacturers of Australia on 


behalf of the returned soldiers for the 
supply of yarn, there would. be a hand- 
some response.. Although I am an ama- 


teur in this industry, I have received . 


some first-hand knowledge regarding it; 


and it fell to my lot to see the first small ~ 


model of the hand-weaving machine, 
which was made by, Sergeant Sinclair in 
his home at Ascot Vale; indeed, Sergeant 


Sinclair, on that small machine of some — 
18 inches square, made some cloth. As_ 


the honorable’ member for Melbourne 


(Dr. Maloney) has said, that gentleman — 


has been sent .adrift, or has received 
some treatment which he does not con- 
sider proper. This gentleman is an eX- 
soldier himself, with a son who fought 
at the Front, and he is largely responsible 
for the start of this industry. 7 

Mr. Porntron.—It is carried on by the 
Returned Soldiers Association. 


‘Me FENTON WF the techie ae 


diers do not recéive some encouragement 
from the Government, they will have to 
drop the industry. 

. Dre Marongry.—lIt 
men, and the industry cannot be extended 
without a proper supply of yarn. — 

Mr. FENTON.—Without proper en- 


-couragement and assistance, such as is_ 


given. the matiy other industries — ani me 
Australia, this one must ° cease to ie 
exist, swamped by Tine 


importations. — 


is limited to ten 


yee s 
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those who are opposed to the estab- 
Aus- 


lishment of hand-weaving in 
tralia know that, the Government are 
not behind the industry, it will have a 
Tt is not a faet that a 
maimed man, with one hand or one leg, 
eannot work the machine—that those who 
take part im the industry must be strong 
physically. Such maimed men can easily 
work these machines, and they ought to 
be given every encouragement. The. ques- 
tion is.whether it is a proper thing to 


establish this industry, and allow our re- 


turned soldiers to earn a living by its 
means; and to that question the Govern- 
ment should give its straight answer, 
“Yes” or “No.” | It may happen that 
private individuals in the community will 
be called upon to financially assist these 
soldiers, and this, of course, 
would not be to the credit of the Repatria- 


_ tion Department or the Government. 


Mr. Poynton. Where. are we to get 


the yarn? 


Mr: FEN TON.—I suggested just now 
that the Government might make an ap- 


peal to the woollen manufacturers of Aus- 


tralia. I believe that, at the present time, 


- the Commonwealth mills are turning out 
430,000: yards of tweed, or sufficient for 
about 150,000: suits, per annum, and are 


supplying '500-Ibs. of yarn per week to 


-Anzac Trust. 


My. Poynroy.—That employs 


men. 


Mr. FENTQN.—But we are not. going 


to stop at tle employment of seven men. 


Additions are to be made to the woollen 
mills at Geelong for the purpose of sup- 
plying the increased demand, though I 


do not say that that includes the Anzac 
- demands. 
six private woollen mills, and if we take 
the total number in Austrailia. 
 gozen, I feel confident that an appeal to 
the proprietors for. the supply of a. cer- 
_ tain percentage of the yarn for the Anzac 
Bo industry would meet with a favorable 
response. 

! _ favorably that suggestion. 


In Victoria there are five or 


at. a 


I ask the Minister to consider 
We may take 
it that before twelve months have expired 


<a may be another half-a-dozen pri- 


- -yately-owned mills in existence. 
 toerie and other States companies 
Rok being formed for the manufacture of 
_ tweeds and blankets; and it is undoubted 
> that 






In Vic- 
are 


as the sreatest wool-producing 
Se ee in the world, we usc to: manu- 


- machine-made article. 


seven . 


facture all owr own woollens. This is f 
industry specially fitted for maimed we 


physically weak men, and it ought to be sy 


given a fair trial, 

Mr. FOWLER (Perth) [4.26] The a 
honorable member for Melbourne 
(Dr. Maloney) deserves a good deal - 
of credit, if I may be allowed 
to say so, for the way in which 
he has fought for this industry. Having © 
carefully watched the discussion of this . 
matter, [ am bound’ to express the 
opinion that there has been a good deal 


of misapprehension, and a good deal of © 


prejudice; indeed, I am afraid there has 


been. a. good deal of downright misrepre- 


sentation regarding the assibilities of 
hand-woven tweed in Australia, I hap- 
pen. to know something about the hand+ 
loom weaving industry in Scotland, and 
although my actual experience is somes 


what out. of date, I have kept in touch 


with those interested in the trade, and 
feel fairly competent to say a few words 
regarding it. I desire, at the outset, to 
flatly contradict those ‘who declare, and 
who have apparently informed the As- 
sistant Minister for Defence (Sir Gran- 
ville Ryrie), that there is no chance of 
hand-woven tweed competing with the 
The actual facts 
are exactly the contrary. In Scotland, 
for many years back, the hand-woven — 
article has not onlv entered the market 
against the mill product, but is actually 
gaining ground. It is only because of the 


limited output possible that there is not 


much more of the. hand-made article sold. 
The, West. Highlands of Scotland hava — 
been rehabilitated to a large extent by © 
this industry, which is carried on in a 
very profitable. competition with the old- 
established woollen mills of England. 
There'is, I believe, at' the present time a 


demand in excess of the supply of these — 


Scottish hand-woven tweeds. A good — 
deal of yarn used is not hand made. 
Asa matter of fact, the hand-spun 
yarn is quite insufficient. to meet, the _ 
demands of the weavers, and, accord- 
ingly, mills have been set to work in 
many instances. to. fabricate a yarn which - 
approximates, as nearly as machinery can 
do it, to the hand-spun article. The 

success of the woollen tweeds made from 


this yarn has been so great that the mills _ 


are now beginning to put on the market | 
imitations of hand-woven — tweeds. 
Manufacturers even go so far as to 
adopt special methods by which to imitate 
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the peculiar peaty ‘smell of the established mills to supply to the hand- 
real article, in order that ‘simple- loom weaver the yarn required for, his’) 


minded folks may be deceived by the 
sniff, The weaving of the tweeds is a com- 
paratively simple matter. The hand 
loom is not an intricate or expensive 
machine, and can be manipulated by a 
cripple. There is only one treadle re- 
quired in the case of ordinary tweed made 
of one uniform yarn. Although I have not 
seen cases myself, I am quite sure that a 
man who has lost the forepart of his arm 
and hand, could have a substitute in an 
artificial hand to enable him to perform. 
the simple operation that the work re- 
“quires. A man might require a natural 
hand*to ply’ the shuttle, but even in that 
case I am not sure that an attachment 
could not be supplied to enable a maimed 
man to do the work. At any rate, it is 
work that may be quite easily learned, 
and it is so light that I have seen quite 
young girls working effectively on the 
loom. Then there is another quality in 
connexion with hand-loom weaving— 
namely, that work can be carried. on in 
a shed adjacent to one’s own home. ‘The 
warp has to be put on a beam by a special 
machine, but it is a common sight in Scot- 
land to see a weaver shouldering his 
beam home with the warp wound upon it, 
which, by a simple operation, can be made 


ready to transform into cloth. An 
apparatus of the kind, plaged at 
some central point, would serve men 
who, by their disabilities, cannot get’ 


away from their homes. They could 
have their work carried to them, 
and so be able to earn, a comfortable 
living at a light and very. satisfactory 
employment. 


cerned, it is quite possible that hand- 


woven tweeds could not be turned out 


at as low a, figure as an inferior. quality 
of machine-made material; but, so long as 
‘Australian hand-woven tweeds are made 
of a good quality, and all wool, 1I\ feel 
sure that the industry will be capable of 
indefinite expansion, for there is some- 
thing about hand-made cloths which can- 


not -be approached by the machine-made 


article, and which commends them to 
any one desiring a suit which is at once 
recherché in appearance and capable~of 
eminently satisfactory wear. The hand- 
woven tweeds, which the Anzacs are pro- 
ducing, are about as good material as 
a man can put on his back. It would pay 
the country well, and be at the same time 
to the credit of the Government, if lea 
Mr, Fowler, 


As far as price is con- © 


but up-to-date establishment for 7s. 


yard ; 
- members 


daily work. 


Mr. Tones. —In Great Britain there 
are spinning mills which do nothing else 


but spin yarn which is sold to other 


people. 


Mr. FOWLER.—I have pairiben out 


that there is such a demand for yarn for . 


hand looms 





Mr. Tupor.—And for ie looms, 4 
too. 
Mr. FOWLER.— Quite SO; but to 


meet the demand for yarn for hand 
looms a special yarn is being spun and 
supplied, so far as may be possible, to 
whomever requires it. There is no indi- 
cation of the hand-loom industry dying 
out in Scotland. 
with success in several parts of Ireland, 


Tt has been established. 7 


and seems to be gaining rather than 


losmg ground. If we can give the in- 
dustry reasonable encouragement in Aus- 
tralia, and enable the operatives to secure 


yarn ‘for their simple machines, we will — 
not only confer an inestimable advantage ye 
upon our soldiers, but achieve something 
of considerable value to the country as a 


whole. 


Mr. MATHEWS (Melbourne Pak 
[4.34].—The Assistant Minister (Sir 
Granville Ryrie) states that hand-woven 
woollen goods are 100 years behind the 
times. That may be admitted; but one 


of the reasons why they do not want 


hand-woven materials — and 


especially — 


Anzac tweeds—placed on the market is | 


that the cost of manufacture exposes the 
enormous charges 
woven materials. 


made for -machine- 


Mr. Srewart.—Whom do you mean by — 


‘‘ they ’’? 


Mr. MATHEWS.—The Government, 
the Repatriation Department. Returned 
soldiers engaged in the industry can turn 
out hand-woven tweeds at their anything 


to 8s. 6d. a yard. But they are not 
allowed to sell for. anything like that 
price. 
selves of the concession price of 15s. a 
and, by the way, I believe that 
of Parliament are 
among those favoured individuals. 
cost of production; 
pay £1 a yard. 


and. the public must 


and I still mean the Government—will — 
not let the returned soldiers sell their 


a 
i 


4 
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Certain parties may avail Paar ‘ 


included | : 
But 


even that price is as much again as the 


The fact is that they—. 
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output at anywhere near the cost of pro- 


duction. 
Mr. Rirzy.—Are concessions ‘made to 
warehouses? , 

» Mr. MATHEWS. — ee but at one 
stage the soldiers were compelled to sell 
to one house only. About the cheapest 
Australian machine-made woollen ma- 
terial costs 15s. a yard. Yet these hand- 
woven stuffs can be produced for 8s. to 
_ 8s. 6d. a yard. Is there any wonder 

that efforts should be made to deery the 

hand-woven material and prevent the in- 
dustry from expanding? In Australia, 
while we were manufacturing tweeds, we 
were not manufacturing’ yarn to any 
great extent. Since the stoppage of sup- 
ples of yarn from the Old Country a 
need has arisen for the more considerable 
“manufacture of yarn, and companies 
have entered upon its production. Yet 
they cannot keep up with the demand. 
' There are many manufacturers of woollen 


goods in Australia who are now consider- -, 
ably concerned over the new Tariff. . I 


believe there are about fifty knitting es- 
 tablishments in Victoria alone, and they 
fear that they will be compelled to close 
their works because of the extra duty im- 
posed on imported yarn. The yarn 
manufacturers of Australia cannot sup- 
ply material, for the reason that they have 
already mde contracts with large mills 
which are manufacturing their output. 
Mr. James Pace+~—Well, let the sol- 
_diers build their own yarn mills. 
Mr. MATHEWS. — Exactly; 
would hugely overcome the difficulty. 
_ There is, as a matter of fact, more work 
entailed in the production of yarn than 
in the manufacture of woollen material 
itself. If the soldiers were to go in for 
- 4Ananufacturing yarn also their profits 
would be enormous. JI know that the 
Government are in a difficulty with re- 
~ spect to securing yarn. The Govern- 
: ‘ment mill at Geelong is manufacturing 
_tweeds practically to the limit of its 
- eapacity, in order to supply returned sol- 
diers; and this is interfering with the 
pe duction of khaki. I understand, 
however, that the turning out of khaki 
) ath is a matter which need not be 
onthe on with to a very considerable ex- 
tent at the present moment. If the 
mills of Australia each supplied a por- 


that 


tion of the yarn necessary to keep the re- 


soldiers going, not 


turned 
a ae 3M 
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could not have been 


amount to a flea-bite. The progress Olt) 
those mills would not be in any measure 
retarded. 


Mr. Tupor..— There are twenty-seven 
mills in Australia. 


Mr. MATHEWS.—I1 understand that. 
that is so. The information supplied by — 
the’ honorable member for Perth (Mr, 
Fowler) is quite correct. Hand-woven 
tweed not only competes with the 
machine-woven material, but is doing so 
so successfully that imitation hand- 
woven material is actually being manu- 
factured. ~ I have a suit of such cloth 
myself. It would have been wiser to en- — 
courage the Anzac hand-weaving. indus- 
try in the best possible manner from the 
very start, namely, by promoting the 
hand-weaving of yarn itself, and so turn- 
ing out a commodity which would be 
hand-woven material in every respect. 

Mr. Srewart.—lIs it too late to put 
that into effect now? : 

Mr. MATHEWS.—I do not think so. 
Two years ago, last February, I intro- 
duced a deputation to the Minister for 
Repatriation, . when a comprehensive 
scheme was placed before him for the 
manufacture of woollen goods in order to 
assist .1n the repatriation of returned gol- 
diers. At that time, at any rate, we 
interfering with 
vested interests, because Australia was 
not producing one-tenth of the woollen 
goods used by the population. How- 
ever, all the satisfaction we received was 
that it would be impossible to 
carry out the suggestions of the deputa- 
tion. It is a pity that matters should. be 
allowed to remain as they are. The price 
of- machine-made material to-day is so 
high that evert if a man had no limbs, — 
and had to turn out his tweed with the 
aid of artificial hands’ and feet, backed 
up by his own teeth, he could manufac- 
ture more cheaply than the machine to- 
day. The whole point is that there is a 
form of robbery going on. Undoubtedly, 
one of the reasons why the Anzac industry 
has been kept back is that its expansion 
would show the people just how they are 
being robbed. Many persons, by the 
way, speak of Anzac hand-woven tweed 
as the best material produced in the 
world. Extravagant statements of the 
kind should not be made, since they can 
be easily refuted. 
tainly all wool, and hand-woven, and, it is 


¢ 


The material is cer- 





very good; but to exaggerate its quality 


is only doing the industry harm. 


Mr. KERBY (Ballarat) [4.43]. — I 
congratulate the honorable member for 
Melbourne (Dr. Maloney) upon haying 
introduced this subject, which is one of 


great. moment to returned men, and to 


Australia as a whole. The balance-sheet 
issued by the Anzac Trust concerning 
operations during the past six months 


shows that the working of hand-looms by 


returned soldiers under present conditions 
ean be carried on profitably. A profit of 


27 per cent. was shown upon the turn- 


over. That is so good that one might say 
that the men engaged in the industry are 
almost running a danger of being called 
before the Fair Prices Commission. The 
Assistant Minister (Sir Granville Ryrie) 
stressed the fact that the report of the. 


Commission appointed to deal with the 


matter set forth that the industry led to 


nowhere, and that it could last only. for 
the matter of a couple of years. 


Even 
if that were to be the case, the Govern- 
ment should make every effort to have 
looms established for.the supply of cloth 
during those two years. Unfortunately, 
there are in Victoria at present about 
3,000 returned men out of employment. 
Numbers of these could learn *hand- 
weaving in six weeks to two months, and 


they could fully utilize all the yarn avail- 


able to them. The Minister stated that the 
Commonwealth Mills at. present were 
working at full capacity in the produc- 
tion of yarn. Some little time ago, I 
interviewed the Minister for Defence 
(Senator Pearce) on this subject, and sug- 
gested that he should inquire whether it 
was practicable to run a second shift on. 
the spinning machinery at the Govern- 
ment Mill. JI have not yet received any 


satisfaction in the matter, but that my 


suggestion could be carried out has been 


_ proved from anothér source. In Ballarat 


there is a mill run by private enterprise, 
at which the employees are at presenti 


working the spinning machinery for six- 


teen hours a day to provide yarn for 


‘eight hours’ weaving, and they are now 


making arrangements to work twenty- 
four hours a day in order to supply an 
abundance of yarn. With private enter- 
prise willing to do this, surely the Go- 
vernment, in their desire to assist re- 
turned men and provide immediate em- 
ployment, as well as to cut down the cost 


of living, could work the Commonwealth 


Mills three shifts a day for the purpose 
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of supplying sufficient yarn. The honor- 

able member for Maribyrnong (Mr. 
Fenton) has said quite correctly that, 
without Government sympathy, the in- 
dustry would very soon die out; but 
while we are obliged to pay high prices 
for machine-woven tweed, there is a very 


good opening for hand-weaving. The in- 


dustry 1s now employing nothing but re- 
turned soldiers, and it is capable of — 
great expansion because there is a big 
demand for the tweed. In these circum-. 
stances, it should receive every encourage- 
ment. Several honorable members have 


been under the impression that it is a 


calling in ‘which disabled men may be — 
employed, but that has not been the ex- 
perience of the Anzac Trust. They 
started out by putting men into the hand-— 
weaving without one leg or one arm, but 
soon ascertained that men so disabled 
could not do the work satisfactorily. — 
They are now employing on the hand 
looms only those who are. physically 
sound. BRAC 
The honorable member for Perth 

(Mr. Fowler) gave us some very interest- 
ing details” about hand-weaving in ~ 
Scotland. I came across a part of 
Treland during my visit over there which, 
until a few years ago, was a barren waste 
upon which people were unsuccessfully 
Striving their utmost to reap a very pre- bi 
carious livelihood, but which is nowa hive — 


.of industry. The people are exceedingly 4 
genius came _ 


prosperous, because some M 
along to those barren hillsides and com- — 
menced the industry of hand-woven — 
linens. Each family has its own loom, — 
and they can weave away to their hearts’ 
content. They do not fight for thirty-six _ 
hours a week. The men engaged in our 
Anzac factory work forty hours per week, 
and for their labours receive an average 
return of £5 per week. We may not 
anticipate that their work will continue 
to be carried on at the same profit to — 
those engaged in it, but, still, results so 
far indicate that when people are ready 
to put forth a good effort the hand looms 
are exceedingly profitable to those who are 
working them. — : of 
The honorable member for Melbourne _ 
Ports (Mr. Mathews) spoke of the ~ 
cost of the Anzac tweed as bemg ~ 


8s. 6d. per yard, but I think he must 4 


have been misinformed, because the | 
factory is paying 8s. 6d. per yard for the 
labour, and ‘beyond that is obliged to pay ~ 
4s, per lb. for yarn. Its costs are some- 
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_ where in the vicinity of 11s. or 12s. per 
~ yard, in spite of which the output is sold 
_ at 15s. per yard, and not, as the honor- 
able member for Melbourne Ports said, 
£1 per yard. Any member of the public 
ean ‘go to the factory and select his 
éloth, which will be sent to him through 
_ any tailor at 15s. per yard. 
Mr. Martaews.—I know dozens of per- 
sons who have been obliged to go to 
Messrs. Buckley-and Nunn’s, and have 
been called upon to pay 19s. per yard. 
Mr. KERBY.—The Anzac Trust deals 
direct with the public, and not through 


the warenouse. A report was published © 


stating th. ; the Repatriation Commission 
was unatimously against the establish- 
ment of hand looms, but later on four 
member's of the Commission, Messrs. A. 
E. Fullard, manager of Foy and Gibson’s 
woolen mills; F. W. Lloyd, of Buckley 
and Nunn; D. Melvin, formerly general 
manager of the Ballarat Woollen Mills; 
and A. F. Frood, secretary of the 


British Empire Union, dissociated them-_ 


selves from this finding, stating that the 
report did not express their opinions. 
These are four practical men with a know: 
ledge of weaving at their fingers’ ends. 
They are satisfied that if encouragement 
is given to the industry, it will become 
permanent and profitable. | 


The establishment of hand-weaving 


should ‘prove a very profitable occupation 
for the surplus labour of country dis- 


- tricts during slack periods. For that 
reason alone, I think the industry should 
be encouraged in every way. All honor- 
able members are in favour of decentrali- 
zation as far as possible, and are not 
anxious to establish huge factories, which 
_ will draw people into the cities, and away. 
- from country districts. J impress on the 


Government the advisability of making 


the fullest inquiries into the possibility of 
working the spinning machinery at the 
Government mills for twenty-four hours a 


day if necessary im order to cope with 


the demand, and give the biggest sup- 


. plies. of yarn possible, not only for the 
Anzac Trust in Melbourne, but also for 
other Trusts that may be started in 
country centres for the purpose of’ estab- 
lishing hand-weaving factories. 


"Mr. TUDOR (Yarra) [4.54]—The 


‘honorable member for Melbourne (Dr. 


_ Maloney) is to be congratulated upon 


a bringing this matter forward, and giving 


honorable members the opportunity of 


expressing their views upon it. J cannot 
«CSR oe eae ie a eae aa 
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speak with any experience of weaving 
wool, but I have had experience of work- 
-ing up other animal products, in which 
the hand can always beat the machine, — 
and turn out a better article at certain 
stages in the process of manufacture. It 
may be that we are putting the hands of — 
the clock ‘back in advocating hand work 
in place of the use of machinery, but it 
is quite possible that the strain on the 
spun yarn May not be so great with the 
hand looms. Any one who has seen 
machine weaving must recognise that 
there is considerable strain on the fibre 
of the spun yarn. I candidly admit that 
J have not. sufficient knowledge to know 
whether the hand-made or the macine-— 
made article is the better. If those whe 
have the requisite knowledge declare that 
the machine-made article is the better, | 
we are not entitled to provide a pound of 
yarn for ‘these men to continue their 
work; if, on the other hand, a supply ‘of 
the yarn is of advantage to returned sol- 
diers, it is the duty of the Government 
to give them a fair deal. | : 
Mr. Fremine.—Some people prefer 
hand-woven. tweed. : 
‘Mr. Fowier.—lIt is in a class by itself. 
There is always a demand for... 
Mr. TUDOR.—Yes; some people pre- 
fer the hand-made article, exactly the 
same as there is always a demand for the 
hand-sewn boot. I understand that the 
spinning machines in the mills are graded 
to avoid strain on the yarn as W is 
wound on the bobbins. Any one who 
has visited a spinning mill, and seen the — 
yarn winding round a bobbin will have 
noticed that the diameter of the bobbin — 
is about half-an-inch when they start to 
wind the yarn on jit, and gradually in-_ 
creases to about 4- or 5 inches when 


it is fully wound. We have several — 
mills in Victoria making yarn for 
hosiery. I am not sure what alterations — 


would be necessary for making yarn for — 
cloth, but there is one. thing the Com-~ 
monwealth Parliament must not neglect, 
and that is to see that, as far as possible, 
we make in Australia: what can be used 
in Australia. Instead of sending our 
wool overseas, and bringing it back again 
in. the shape of underwear, hosiery, 
jerseys, and cloth, we should see that all - 
the wool which can be used im Aus- — 
tralia is made up here. I recognise 
that there have been difficulties in regard — 
to securing adequate machinery, but now — 
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that many of the factories in the Old 
Country, which were used for making 


munitions, have reverted to their pre-war: 


business of manufacturing machinery, I 
trust that they will soon be filling the 
Australian orders which have been placed 
with them for some time past. One fea- 
ture about the Anzac tweed industry is 
the possibility of eliminating at least one 
middleman. If these returned 
receive the quantity of yarn they need, 
not only for present requirements, but 
also for the future, they will deal direct 


with the retailers, and, in doing so, will - 


receive the hearty support of every hon- 
_orable member of the House. The, mills 
are compelled to sell everything they pro- 
duce through the warehouses, which en- 
tails extra handling and extra cost. I 
would be very loath to place any obstacle 
in the way of the men who are starting 
this industry. There are twenty-seven 
woollen mills working in Australia. 
Surely they could give some assistance to 
_ these men who propose to start for them- 
selves. If hand-woven tweed is preferred 
_by some citizens, they are entitled to get 
ite 1 trust that the Government will 
supply the 500 lbs. of yarn they have 
already contracted to provide. It may 
‘be difficult to work a part of a woollen 
mill a second shift, and. not the whole of 
it. I regret that further time is not 
available for the fuller discussion of this 
subject. 

. Debate 
1 order 179. 


ASSISTANT POST OFFICES. 
Dr. EARLE PAGE asked the Post-~ 


‘master-General, upon notice— 

What is the number of assistant post offices 
in the Commonwealth that has been called on 
to make up deficiency in guaranteed revenue 
during the past financial year? 

‘Mr. LAIRD SMITH (for Mr. Wise). 
——-When the honorable member first gave 
notice of this question he was asked by 
letter what he meant by “ assistant post 
offices,’ and as soon as his reply is re- 
ceived the question will be answered. 


interrupted under standing 


TAXATION OF WOOL-GROWERS. 


Mr. PARKER MOLONEY asked the 
- Acting Treasurer, upon notice— 

_ Whether he can make known the conditions 
under which wool-growers will be liable for 
income-tax and war-profits taxation in regard 
to their anticipated half-share of profits accru- 
ing from the oversea sales of wool, so that 


~~ > 


soldiers © 


growers may know if such taxation will. be 
levied as one charge for the year in which the 
dividend is received, or spread over the years 
to which such dividend is attributable? 


Sir JOSHPH COOK. — Income tax 
and war-time profits tax on profits aceru- 
ing from overseas sales of wool will not 


be assessed in the year in which such pro- 
‘fits are actually received, but will be. 


taxed in the year to which ‘the profits are 
apportioned by the Central W'ool Com- 
mittee. 


AUSTRALIAN-BUILT SHIPS. 


Mr. GREGORY asked the Minister 


for Home and Territories, upon notice— 


What is the average cost per ton dead- 
weight of the steamers of 5,000 tons and over 
already built in Australia? . 


Mr. POYNTON.—The shipyard costs _ 


of the two ships already constructed. at 
the Williamstown Dockyard, including 
interest on capital, depreciation, and 


overhead charges, work out at about £29: 


per deadweight ton. The cost of the ves- 
sels 


Cockatoo Island is not yet available. 


TANUNDA CLUB. 

Mr. GABB asked the Prime Minister, 
upon notice— 

1. Whether he will inform the House by what 
authority the Government refuses to allow the 
Tanunda Club to re-open? 

2. Whether by keeping such club closed is 
the Government not annulling the decision of 
the State Licensing Board in “regard thereto? 


Mr. HUGHES.—The answers to the 


honorable member's questions are as fol- 


low :— 


=>, 


1, Under the authority of the War Precau- fe 


tions Act, 


2. The State Licensing Board is not con- ‘ 
cerned with the AT VS | of Common- 


wealth law. ; 


COMMERCE REGULATION. 


i 
Copper SHEETS AND PratEes—Export 
oF FoopstTuFrrs. 


Mr. GREGORY asked the Minister 
for Trade and Customs, wpon notice— — 


1. Has provision been made that all copper 
sheets and plates manufactured in Australia 


must be made according to the requirements of 
' the British Board of Trade? iy 
a Has action been taken under the Com- 


merce Act to compel manufacturers to provide 


full weight in tins or packages of meats, cenige Foye: 


butter, condiments, &c., for export? 
3. If not, when will such action be taken? 


completed at Walsh Island and | 
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Os. GROOM (for Mr. GREENz) 1 The 


answers to the honorable member’ Ss ques- 
tions are as follow :— 


1. It is not usual to make Tariff provision 
in a matter of this kind. The interests of the 
public requiring these conditions are invari- 
ably conserved in the terms ~ set out in any 
shipbuilding contract. 

2. In the- case of meat (other than carcass 
meat), jams, and butter, the commerce regu- 
lations require the application of a label or 
brand specifying (inter alia) the net weight 
er quantity of the goods. It is not compulsory 


‘to apply statements of weight to condiments 


for export, but any such ‘statements volun- 
tarily applied must be cotrect. Goods bearing 
false statements as to weight are prohibited 
exports, and samples are frequently weighed 
by officers, in order to test the accuracy of 
statements of - weight, In the case of goods 
exported for consumption’ in China; Japan, 


‘Philippine Islands, and adjacent islands, Sin- 


gapore, the Straits Settlements, or other parts 
adjacent thereto, but to the east of the 90th 
meridian of east longitude, it suffices if the 
trade description is applied ‘to the outer cover- 
ings. The question of excluding dairy pro- 
ducts from the scope of this concession is now 
being considered. The regulations also pro- 
vide that in the case of tinned goods, if the 


,~ net contents fall short of any number of 


pounds by less than half. a- pound, the weight 
may be described as “under” that number of 
pounds. The cancellation of this ‘provision. is 
also under consideration. 

3. See answer to No. 2. 


Orth narene: Wines Nerrine AND Gates 


VANIZED IRon—IRON AND STEEL. 


4 Mr. 

for Trade and Customs, upon notice— 
1. Was it at the request of H. V. McKay 

and Co. that increased duties have been placed 


on harvesters? 
2. Can the Minister state what was the sell- 


‘ing price of McKay’s harvester in Buenos 


Ayres, Argentine, in 1914? 
3. What is its selling price in Mathourne to- 


day? ! / 


4. Do the balance-sheets of their company 
show that higher duties are essential to enable 
reasonable profits being won? ~ 


Mr. GROOM (for Mr. Gumus) .—The 


answers to the honorable ene S$ ques- 


tions are as follow:— 


1. No. The increased duty was itouch in 


pursuance of the national policy of making 


Australia self-contained in the production of 
necessary agricultural machinery from Aus- 
tralian raw materials. 


9. Price for 1914 not available. In 1913 the 


“price of an 8-ft. Sunshine harvester in the Ar- 


gentine was £187. 
3, £170. 
4. See answer to No. 1. 





GREGORY asked the Minister. 


Mr. GREGORY asked the Minister 
for Trade and Customs, upon notice— 


1. Was it at the request of Lysaght’s that a 
duty has been placed on wire netting, galvan- 
ized goods, and the preducts ae of their 
works? 

2. Do the balance-sheets of this company dur- 
ing the past two’ years show that higher duties 
are essential to enable reasonable profits to Ms 
won? 

Mx. GROOM (for Mr. Greznz).—The 
answers to the honorable member’s ques- 
tions are as follow :— 

1. No, The duty is proposed because the Go- 
vernment consider it is in the interests of the 
country that encouragement should be given 
to the local production of wire netting and 
other galvanized products from Australian raw 


material. 
2. See reply to No. 1. 


Mr. GREGORY asked the Minister for 
Trade and Customs, upon notice— 
1, Was it at the request of the Broken Hill 


Proprietary Steel Works that a duty has been 
placed on iron, steel, and the products generally ~ 


a their works? 


2. What amount has been paid by the Com- 
monwealth as a bonus for the production of 
iron and steel in Australia? 

3. Do the balance-sheets of this company 
during the past two years show that higher 
duties are essential to enable reasonable pro- 
fits to be won? 


Mr. GROOM (for Mr. GREENE).— 
The answers to the honorable member’s 
questions are as follow:— 


1. No. The Inter-State Commission ex- 
haustively investigated the questions of duties 
on iron and steel, and the majority recom- 
mended the imposition of duties. Further 
consideration was given to the question, and 
the proposed duties were decided upon in view 
of the pressing necessity for making Australia 
self-supporting in this important branch of 
industry, whose raw material is wholly pro- 


dueed in Australia, and of providing ample _ 
opportunities for the employment of the in- - 


creased population necessary for the develop- 
ment of Australian resources and the defence - 
of phe country. 
. During the period 1908-09 to 1916- Ll Wis 
ue £2.06 421. 
8. See answer to No. 1. 


EMBARGO ON IMPORTS. 
Mr. GREGORY asked the Minister for 


Trade and Customs, upon notece— 


1. Is the Minister still enforcing regulation 
125, gazetted 10th August, 1917, which placed © 


an embargo on the importation ‘of ale, porter, 
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perfumed spirits, biscuits, confectionery, eggs, | 


fur apparel, perfumery, jewellery, motor bodies, 


&c., unless the consent of the Minister was first . 


obtained 2 
2. Under what section of the Custom Aot ) 
was this regulation enacted? 
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8. In the opinion of the Minister, was this 
regulation enacted for the protection of Aus- 
tralian industries? 


Mr. GROOM. (for Mr, ny, —— 
The answers to the honorable member’s 
questions are as follow:—_ 


1. Yes. It is being maintained in order to 
place importers who “have restricted goods in 
bond on the same footing as those importers 
who have not. It will be withdrawn on. the 
19th May next, i.¢., eight weeks after the intro- 
duction of the Tariff. 

- 2, Under section 52¢ of the Customs Act, 


(1901-1916. 


3. The primary object of the proclamation 


was to discourage the importation of unneces- 
sary goods, and thus conserve shipping space 
for more essential cargo. 


As the result, how- 
ever, of such restriction. and of conditions. 
brought about by the war, local production 
greatly increased, and it was found essential 
to continue such restrictions until the date 
stated in. 1, 


” 


MANUFACTURERS’ PROFITS. 


Wooriiten INDUSTRY. 


Ae GREGORY dared the Minisier for” 


Trade and Customs, upon notice— 

_Y. Has the Commissioner for Price Fixing, 
at any time during the past two years, ‘in- 
quired imto the profits being made by any 
Manufacturers on a large scale ‘in Australia? 

2./1f so, with what result? 

8, What, was the ageregate capital .em- 
ployed by the woollen mills in Australia during 
1919? 

4 What were the aggregate profits of the 
‘woollen manufacturers during 1916, 1917, 
19.18, 19192 

5. What was. the percentage of profit in this 
industry on the capital employed during the 
years in question? 

6. Has the Commissioner reported on the re- 
puted heavy increase in costs of woollen goods 
from the manufacturer to the. consumer, and 


has he recommended any method of overcom- 


ing such extortions, if.they exist? 


Mr. GROOM (for Mr, Gremvz).— 
The answers to the honorable Members 
questions are as follow:— 


1, Yes; in connexion with ee eae for 


increases in the selling prices of the com-- 1" 


modities manufactured, 
2. All evidence submitted at these inquiries 
was heard in camera, and on the distinct 


' understanding that it would be treated as con- 


fidential. In view of this and the fact that 
a declaration of secrecy has been made by the 
administering the Wiar Precautions 
(Prices) Regulations, the information asked 
‘for in this question cannot be supplied. 

3, 4 and 5. Information is being obtained. 
6. No. The Commonwealth Government is 


ay longer exercising its powers under the War 


Precautions Act to control prices, and these 
_ matters are now under consideration ‘by the | 


Various States. 


adopted. 


PAPERS. 


The following papers were neaieniels se 
War Service Homes 
under, at— 
Goulburn, ‘New South Wales (Bhar 
Launceston, Tasmania.’ 
Mayfield, New South Wales. 


AUSTRALIAN NOTES BILL. 


Motion (by Mr. Hucuus) agreed to 
“That leave be given to bring in a Bill for 


“Act—Tand ac 


an Act to amend the Aueteation Notes Act, e 


1910-14. 


HIGH COURT PROCEDURE Be | 


Motion (by Mr. Groom) agreed to— 


That leave be given to bring in a Bill for 


an Act to amend the, High Court Procedure 


Act 1915, and tor other purposes. 


- WAR PRECAUTIONS (COAL), 
REGULATIONS BILL. : 
Motion (by Mr. Groom) agreed to— 
‘That leave be given to bring in,a Bill for an 


Act to. continue in force for a limited time the 
War Precautions (Coal) cra ase 


| NAVIGATION BILL. 
Motion (by Mr. Hueuns) agreed to— 


That leave be given to bring in a Bill for an_ 
‘Act to amend the vaccine Act 1912- 1919. 


ANSTITU TE OF SCIENCE AND 
INDUSTRY BILL. 


Motion (by Mr. Hueuzs) agreed to— 


‘That leave be given to bring in a Bill for an’ 
Act relating to “the Commonwealth Like nae 
of Science and Industry. 





* 


OIL AGREEMENT BILL. 


Motion (by Mr. Hueuus) agreed to— a 
That leave be given to bring in a Bill for an — 


Act to ratify an agreement between the Go- 
vernment of the Commonwealth and the eit 
Persian. Oil Company THated . 
PATENTS, TRADE MARKS AND 
DESIGNS: BILL. J.9 


Motion (by Mr. Groom) aed tani 
That leave be given to bring in a Bill for 


‘an Act relating to Patents, Trade. Marks and 


Designs. 


0) WAR GRATUITY BILL. 


In Committee: 
agreed to. 
Resolution 


reported i and : 
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MOBILIZATION AND VEHICLE 
<> STORES AT SEYMOUR. 


Rererence to Pusiic Works 
Cae - CommirreEn. : 
Mr. GROOM (Darling De Win. 
ister for Works and Railways) [5.13].— 
IT move— 


That in accordance with the provisions. of 
the Commonwealth Public Works Committee 


Act 1913-14, the following works be referred: 


y°\ > €o the Parliamentary Standing Committee on 
Public Works for their report thereon, namely, 
mobilization and vehicle stores at Seymour, 


Victoria, with necessary railway connexion, 


4 water supply, &e. 
This is the formal motion required by 


the Act to allow of this work being re- 


ferred to the Committee for the purpose of 


inquiry and subsequent report to .this 
These mobilization and vehicle ¢ 
The 


House. 
stores are necessary and urgent. 
Commonwealth Government have ar- 
ranged with the Imperial authorities for 
equipment and vehicles for five dis- 
mounted and two mounted divisions of 
the Australian Imperial Force to be sent 
to Australia, where they will be stored 
and issued as required. For this purpose 
a considerable storage space will be re- 
quired. The material is now coming to 


aan, and the Victorian quota will, it is 


_ proposed, be principally located in these 
stores at Seymour. 
‘built or being built at Liverpool, 
South Wales, and the New South ‘Wales 
‘portion of the equipment will be located 
there. It is extremely urgent that these 
buildings shall be completed at the 
earliest possible date as temporary storage 
. space is available now for only a. limited 
~ portion of the material. 
ho)” Mr, Bowpbun: — Will these ee be 
'. | temporary ? 
Mr. GROOM.—No. Seymour is to be 
' the mobilization centre for Victoria, as 
_ Liverpool is for New South Wales. The 
decision to erect these stores at Seymour 
- has been arrived at after: very careful 
consideration by the highest military ex- 
perts of the Defence Department, and 
‘ after reviewing and inspecting several 
other sites. It is intended that the site, 
“which is situated ‘about 1 mile eastward 
of the railway station at Seymour, shall 
__ be connected by a special siding with the 
/ Victorian railways, and that the neces- 
sary water supply shall be obtained from 
” the existing supply for the town of Sey- 
_ mour. 












of 28 ee 1990.) ‘Stores at Seymour. | 
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Similar stores are. 


New. 


he. “buildings a to be. 
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erected at this stage consist of the tollow- 
ing’: — 

(a) Two equipment store sheds, ‘sahil oe e 
about 30,000 superficial feet of floor . 
area, with road and railway plat- — 
forms of about 6,000 feet area; 

(6) five vehicle store sheds, each of 30,000 — 
superficial feet of floor area; 

(ce) one cottage, as quarters for a oe ag 
caretaker. . 


The construction proposed for the atone 
sheds is of the simplest description, con+ — 
sisting of hardwood wall and roof. fram- 
ingy covered with. corrugated galvanized — 
iron, of types which have been generally 
adopted for similar structures erected and — 
being erected at Liverpool, New South 
Wales, and elsewhere. The construction 
of the proposed cottage is intended to be 
brick, Based upon values obtaining at 
this date, the estimated cost of the build- 
ings, including the railway connexion, — 
water supply, excavations, road-making, 
fencing, é&c., is, approximately, £75,000. 
Mr, Ritey. ny ys is a lot of money. 
Mr. GROOM.—It is a lot of money, . 


but this is very big equipment. 


Mr, Hxecror Lamonp——What area is. 
provided for that money ? 

Mr. GROOM.—1I do not know the area — 
of the site, ‘but the total floor area of the 
sheds is 210, 000 superficial feet. 

Mr. Frenron.—Has the ine been al. ; 
ready purchased ? : 

Mr. GROOM.—I am not sure, ‘but t 
will get that information. <A location 
plan of site and disposal of buildings — 
thereon, with working drawings of the 
proposed buildings, are submitted for 
reference to the Parliamentary Standing — 
Committee on Public Works, and arrange- 
ments will be made for submission to the _ 
Committee, in the form of evidence, of — 


- complete details respecting the estimate 


of cost and other features of the proposal — 
which the Committee may call for. : 

Mr. Rinsy.—What is the value of. the 
anda to. be stored ? 

r. GROOM.—I have not that infor- 

ae but I know it is very valuable 
material, and that there is a very large 
quantity of it. These are matters which 


- will come under the inquiry of the Works 


Committee itself, 

Mr. Gredory.—Will it be within the 
province of the Committee to inquire > 
whether the site is suitable, and to Boa .: 


‘inguiries as to other sites? 


Mr, GROOM.—The decision as to ‘hee f 


is a proper site for a mobilization centre 


$ 
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for Victoria is, 
question. The Act empowers the Com- 
mittee to inquire into the expediency of 
the work, and this reference to the Com- 
mittee, in accordance with the Act, is as 
to the expediency of proceeding with the 
proposed work. I am moving this motion 
in accordance with the provisions of the 
Act. 

Mr. Me Whar caue: —What if the Com- 
mittee finds that the site is altogether 
unsuitable ?: | 

Mr. GROOM.—The site has been 
selected by the best experts as being the 
most convenient centre for mobilization 
purposes for the State of Victoria, 

Mr. Bowbzen.—Will it be necessary to 
build a railway connexion? — 

Mr. GROOM.—It is necessary to build 


a siding from the railway station at Sey- 


mour. . The proposed site is about a 


- mile east of the station on the same side 


-as the camp, but nearer to the station. 


‘Works 


TUDOR. (Yarra) [5.21]—The 
Committee should have power 
to say whether the site is suitable. 

Mr. Grecory.—So they have. 


Mr. 


7 We 


have held that always. 


Mr. TUDOR.—We ‘may take that as 
the view of the ex-chairman of the Com- 
mittee. 

Mr. Rinrzy. —-In somecases we have 
had no discretion at all. 

Mr. TUDOR.—Then the.two ex-chair- 
men of the Committee disagree. If the 
honorable member for 


(Mr. Riley), who was chairman for 


about three years, puts up one case, and 


the honorable member for Dampier (Mr. 
Gregory), who was chairman more re- 
cently, puts up another, where do we 


of necessity, a military 


‘shifted to Seymour, 


and supplementary 
camps were started at Bendigo, Castle- 
maine, Geelong, and a number of other 
places in Victoria. - It should not mean 


“much extra expense for the Committee 


to ascertain whether the proposed site is 
the best. It would be a different matter 
if we owned the land, but the Minister 
was not sure of this when questioned on — 
the subject. If it is not Government 
land, we are not bound to go there. It 


- igs quite possible that if we decided to go 


/equipment stores in Victoria. 


/ 


South Sydney 


stand who have not been on the Commit- 


tee? I do not say that the Committee 


should wander all over the Commonwealth 


inspecting sites, but on making their in- 
vestigation into the erection of these 
buildings at Seymour, Victoria, they 


should certainly say whether the proposed 
site is, in their opinion, the best or not.- 


After the war broke out, everything was 
naturally hurried to an extraordinary de- 
gree. Within one short period I believe 
that 29,000 men enlisted in 
Broadmeadows was overcrowded. 
fluenza or meningitis broke out, and al- 
though probably the best was done i in the 


. eircumstances in creating the camp\ at 


Se 


Broadmeadows, it had to -be hurriedly 


% 


Victoria. . 
Tn- if 


there and had not already acquired the 
land we might have difficulty in getting 
it, although I know thai the Lands Acqui-- 
sition Act gives the Commonwealth power 


to acquire land at the value which existed 


on a certain date. Seymour may not 
be the best place for mobilization and 
At one 
time all the camps in Victoria used to be 
held at Langwarrin. That was supposed 


- to be the probable battleground if ever 


Victoria was attacked from the sea. Cer- 
tainly the battleground will never be Sey- 
mour, No enemy will ever come via 
that place, wherever else he comes from. 
He may come vid Queenscliff, Geelong, 
Langwarrin, or Gippsland, but not wa 
Seymour. It may be necessary to have 
a place secure from the enemy. : 

“Mr. Prowse.—That is where we shall 
make our first stand. 


Mra iDpOR. 2 a not ae what my 


will happen if we have~to fall back on 
Seymour. 7 
Mr. Bowpren.—What about Oaubenae 


Mr. TUDOR.—1I presume there will be 


similar stores in each State. There is 
already .one- at ieee a ew ae 
Wales. 5 
Mr. Bowpen- — That is in my ae 
torate. 
Mr. TUDOR. — Then the honorable 


member has keen failing in his duty this 
session in not asking questions about the — 


Liverpool mancuvre area. The two 
previous members, Mr. Orchard and Mr. 
Cann, asked about fifty times what was to 
be done with it. It was the stock ques- 


tion for every honorable member for that i) a 


electorate. 


“Mr. Bownrn.—I got the Be settled 
when I previously represented the elec- ny 
torate. . 


Mr. 


i ak 


TUDOR. _— The honorable dasoeed re 
must have heen very lax in his duty, ie 
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Ad ee by the questions ‘asked by his_ 


. successors. 


a 


Mr. Bowpen.—The site was resumed 
before I left. 

Mr. TUDOR. — The site fos iets 
stores may be a military question, but if 
it is the Committee are very much ham- 
pered in everything they inquire into so 
far as the military are concerned, be- 
eause if that stand is taken they will 
have no power to change the site, 

Mr, Ricwarp Fosrrer.—There is nothing 
éo prevent them lee saying the site 18 
not suitable. 

Mr. TUDOR. that of course, would 
be a negative finding. When the ques- 
tion,of erecting stamp and note printing 
offices at Victoria-parade, Fitzroy, was 
submitted last year, the thing was all cut 
and dried, and settled before it was men- 
tioned to the House at all. 

Mr. McWirti1aMms.—Has not the site 
been selected for practically every work 
before ever the work was submitted to the 
Committee? It should not be so. 

Mr. TUDOR.—Ié should not be; and 
that‘is why I am entering this protest. 
T want.to give the Committee the greatest 
possible scope for their inquiry. 

Mr. Grecory.—How can plans and 


‘specifications be submitted to the House 


unless the Leper selects the site 


first ? 
Mr. TUDOR. LsPiing and specifications 


‘of the buildings could be submitted with- 


~~ 


out the site ‘being selected. 

Mr. Groom.—tIn the case of city pro- 
perty, in Sydney, for instance, you have 
to plan to suit your site. 

Mr. TUDOR:—I know that is so in 
certain cases, but I object to the site being 
eut and dried, particularly if it is not 
Government property. If it is known 
that the Government are going to spend 


£75,000 in a certain Gielrict, we all know 


a what happens. 


Mr. Groom.—Under the provisions of 


the Lands Acquisition Act, nobody can 


take advantage of it. 
Mr. TUDOR.—And no one has ever 


been known to take down a Government 


er dont think! «3 : 


Mr. Prowsz.—It would be competent 


for the Committee to report that the 


buildings are unnecessary. 


Mr. TUDOR.—It would be. 


In view 


i of the terms of the Peace Treaty, and 


Ba 
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the promise of defnobilization and dis- 
armament, and the cessation of the build- 
ing of warships, it will certainly be with- 
in the power of the Committee to say 
whether or not it is advisable to go on 
with this work at the present time. If 
we have valuable material, it is far better 
to have it housed than to leave it in the 
open in all sorts of weather; but it is 
often the practice to put ondee cover a 
certain amount of material when it is 
doubtful whether it is worth the expense. 
I want to see the Committee empowered 
to make the fullest inquiries; and I want 
it to be within their competence, if they’ 
find the site unsuitable, to say so, and to 
say that they believe it would be better 
to put the building somewhere ‘else. 
Mr. McWILLIAMS (Franklin) [p29 

—-The question raised by the leader of 
the Opposition (Mr. Tudor) should be 
settled by the House. About three years 
ago, when the honorable member for 
South Sydney (Mr. Riley) was Chairman 
of the Works Committee, this ques- 
tion ‘arose in the House, and I remember 


that the honorable member then com- 


plained that the Committee had no voice 
in selecting the site. He said they were 
sent to a site and asked, to a certain ex- 
tent, to approve of it. If that is so, then 
the whole system ought to be altered, 
and the Committee ought to be given the 
fullest power. As one who practically 


drafted the first Public Works Com- 
mittee Bill, and induced the House 
to accept it, I can say what the 


deliberate intention of the House was that 
the Committee should be free to report 
to Parliament as to the advisability or 
otherwise, in every respect, of the pro- 
posals submitted to it. If it 1s tied to a_ 
particular proposal, without reference to 
the suitability of the site that has been 
selected, its usefulness will be consider- 
ably reduced. Now that we are making 


the first reference to a new Committee, 


the House should, I think, determine 
whether it is within the province of the 
Committee to report on the suitability of 
a chosen site, and, if necessary, recom- 
mend some other site, or leave it to the 
House to say whether another site should 
be inspected. The honorable member 
for Dampier (Mr, Gregory) and the hon- 
orable member for South Sydney (Mr. 


Riley), who have been chairmen of the 
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Mercatle. seem to take honteany ie 


- of its functions in this respect. 

- Mr, Ryan. — The Minister may ‘be 
able to tell us what the position of the 
. Committee. is. 

Mr. 


of the site is a military matter. 

Mr, Groom.—I said that the selection 
was determined by military considera- 
- thons. 

Mr. Tupor.—If Seymour is a good site 
for the proposed stores, might not some 
other place within 10 miles of Seymour 
be equally good, or better? 

Mr. Groom.—The honorable ianhar 
seems to think that the Committee should 
travel all over Victoria to discover whe- 


ther better sites could not be obtained. at — 


_ Bendigo, Ballarat, or some other place. 
Me, MoWLbELIAMS, 
proposal is referred to the Committee, we 
should know the view of the House on 
“the question that I have raised. I 
think that in the opinion of the majority 
of members the Committee’s inquiries 
should be as free as. possible, and it 
should have the power, if it finds a. site 
unsuitable, or thinks that a. better site is 
obtainable, to report to that effect. 
Mr. Ricnarnp. Fosrer:—So. it has. 
_ Mr. Groom.—tIf the Committee were 
of opinion that a proposed work would 
be too expensive, they could report that 
they considered’ it inexpedient to. proceed 
with it, and if they thought the site 
utterly unsuitable it would he their duty 
to. peach accordingly. 
_ My, Tupor.—That. would He only a ne- 
_gative report. 
(iM. MoWLLLEAMS.- 
Committee should have the power to say, 
not only that a proposal is extravagant, 





but that: a better site could be, selected for 


any proposed work. 
Mr. Ricuwarp.: Fosrrr. Lope: honorable 


“member would not have the Committee 


; select sites? 
My. McWILLIAMS.—No. 
PA Mae 


Ca Ricuarp Fostrrer.—It can do 
everything but that. 
_ Mr: -McWILLIAMS.—A _ gentleman 


; who has: been chairman of the GCommit- 
Bes says that it has not such power. 
-Mr; Groom.—Does the honorable mem- 
ae contend that the Committee Sasa oe 
: select sitesi? 





: McWILLIAMS.—The Minister 
says that in the present case the selection | 


— Before this 






MA: MoWILLIAMS No eae ae 


not think that sites should be selected and 
land purchased before the Committee has 
reported on a proposal. [ understand 
that in the present case the site has heen 
practically seleeted. 2 ee ayn 
Mr. Groom.—That is so. na 
Mr. McWILLIAMS:—Then the Come 
mittee is to: be asked to report’ upon plans 


for a building to be erected on a particu- 
lar site. 


Such a reference lessens the | 
powers of the Committee. | 

Mr. Groom.—Surely, in a case of this 
kind, the military should fix on a site be-. 
fore a proposal is. submitted to the Com- 
mittee. 


Mr. McoWILLLAMS. Mo my mind, ae 


the inquiry of the Committee is largely a 
waste of time and money, and to some 
extent’ a faree, when a, site is cotncey ; 
fixed beforehand, 
Mn. Groom.—Departments must put 
definite propositions before the Committee, 
Mx. McWILLIAMS.—One, or two, or — 
more sites. could, be selected by the autho- 


rities and, referred to the Committee, to- 3 


eether with plans. of. the proposed. work, 
Im. this case I understand. that. certain 
roads will have to be made‘and a water 
supply. provided; but there may be locali- 
ties where that. expenditure would not be: 
needed: I should. like some expression — 
of opinion from the House on the ques- — 


tion L have raised, One, or two, or more 


sites should be selected, and the Commit- 


iee should be asked to express its Rene Bi 


upon them, 
Mr; 
their values. ; 
Mr. McWILLIAMS. ——Let, the. Gouante 


ment také an option over them, if neces-_ 


sary. I want the Committee’s inquiries to 


be as untrammelled as possible, and Thope 


the House will define the rights, privileges, _ 


and responsibilities of the Committee, be- , 


cause there seems to be a great diversity Me, 
of opinion regarding them. ns 


Mr. RILEY (South Sydney) [5. Sa ae 
‘have pleasure in supporting the refer- 


ence of the proposed work to the Commit: . 


tee, and I have confidence that the Com- 


mittee as constituted will make a true and _ 
faithful recommendation concerning it. 
It happens sometimes that. the Committee 
is hampered by the fixing of a site before 
a proposal has been referred to it. 


will, mere that pF the ran i 


RicHarp Foster. And. so boost ay 


The! 
honorable member for Dampier (Mr. | 
Gregory) 











buildings at Broadmeadows. 
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with buildings. The Committee approved 


of the plans submitted to it, but con- 


demned the site. Its report was never 
adopted by the House, yet, nevertheless, 
the Postmaster-General of the day went 
on with the erection of the building. 


* Mr. Riowarp Fosrmr.—Was not the 


Committee’s report submitted to the 
House ? rg Te 
Mr. RILEY.—Yes; but it was not 


adopted. So far as, this particular refer- 


- ence is concerned, | think that Seymour 
is too far from Melbourne, and that it’ 


would be handier to erect the proposed 
; I wish to 
know from the Minister whether the De- 
partment intends. to. use new iron, or 
whether the old iron already in its posses- 
sion’ will be utilized? 

Mr. Groom.—That will be a question 
for the Committee to investigate. 

Mr. RILEY—The expenditure of 
£75,000 upon the erection of sheds to 


‘ house certain material is a big’ proposal. 


At thé present time galvanized iron is 
very dear. I suggest that the Committee 


‘ should consider the utilization of the old 


iron and timber that is now at Liverpool 


and Broadmeadows. 


Mr. Groom.—It is the practice at the 
present time to use again whatever. mate- 
rial may be available, and suitable. 


Mr. GREGORY (Dampier) [5.42].—- 


When a proposal is submitted to the 
Works Committee, care must’ be taken 
that neither the Committee nor the De- 
‘partment concerned is so hampered that 


there may be undue delay in the carrying 
out of a public work. The Public Works. 


Committee Act provides that plans, speci- 
fications, and estimates must be sub- 


mitted to Parliament by the Minister. be- 


fore a proposed work ean be referred to 
the Committee. It would be impossible 


> : for plans to be prepared for any work, 
unless the Department -responsible for 
them had fixed wpon a site, as the best 


obtainable; but one of the first questions 


to be asked when a proposal has been re- 


ferred to the Committee is whether the 
site that has been adopted is suitable. 


That inquiry was made on many occa- 


' sions while the honorable. member for 





South Sydney (Mr. Riley) .was chairman 
of the Committee. When it was pro-. 
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- fullest power to do this. 
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posed to erect a large store in Sydney for 


the Postal Department, the Committee, 


went all round the city to ascertain what 
storage accommodation was available, and 


whether it would meet the purposes of 
the Department, and render unnecessary 


the erection of the proposed building. It — 


is the duty of the Committee to report on 
the question of site; and, having been 
chairman of the Committee for three 
years, I say that it is its practice to im- 


quire into the suitability of chosen sites. — 


If the Committee were not satisfied that 
the site that had been adopted was a good 
one, they would make special inquiries; 
and if they could ascertain that there was 


a better site, they would recommend that 


site for adoption; or they would recom- 


mend that the site which had been selected 


liament to make another reference to 
them. 


not ‘be justified in travelling all over the 
country to look for sites. Again, the Act 
requires that the reports of the Com- 
mittee shall be submitted to Pariament, 


and that Parliament shall then decide — 
whether the work in question shall be pro- 


ceeded with. While the present Minister 


was unsuitable, and would leave it to Par- — 


T hold that the Committee has the 
But it would. - 


has been in power, that procedure has 


been followed; but, under an earlier Min- 
ister, the reports of the Committee were 


almost disregarded, and works were pro- — 


ceeded with without the proper parlia-_ | 


mentary sanction. ver, 
future occasion when a report is received 


I hope that on every 


from the Committee—and many of the 


reports have been. of great value to the — 


country—it will be submitted to Parlia- 


a) 7 * i 
ment, and a decision arrived at as to 


whether the work reported on should be _ 


proceeded with. 


Wr, PARKER MOLONEY (Hume) 


[5.45].—Judging from the remarks of the 


two ex-Chairmen of the Public Works — 
‘ Committee, the present is a very oppor- 
tune time to have the matter of the re-- 
ference of works to the Committee placed — 
IT am disposed to — 
agree with the honorable member’ for — 
Dampier (Mr. Gregory) that it is impos- — 
sible to draw wp plans and specifications _ 
of a building without something bemg | 
known of the site on which it is to. be 
Whilst something should ba — 
known about the site, I do not think that | 


on a proper footing. 


erected. 
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“Eve Gennes should ba limited to the 
adoption of a particular site. It occurs 
to me that if the Public Works Com- 


- mittee is to have the final. say in this’ 


matter, we are starting at the wrong end. 
The Minister has said that the military 
authorities should fix the site for the erec- 
tion of these stores, and yet it is sug- 
gested that the Public Works Committee 
should have the power to upset the whole 
proposal by reporting that the site 
selected is not suitable. 

Mr. Grecory.—Yes;, that is so. 

Mr. PARKER MOLONEY.—While I 
agree that something must be known of 
the sites before plans and. specifications 
can be prepared, it appears to me that 
the mistake which has been made in this 
matter has been to purchase the site be- 
fore the proposal is referred to the Com- 
mittee. If the site has been purchased, 
and the Public Works Committee even- 
tually decide against it, what -position 
shall we be in, assuming that the Com- 
mittee is to be the final authority on the 
matter of the suitability of the site ? 

Mr. Groom.—The final authority is 
Parliament. 

Mr. PARKER MOLONEY.—I take it 
that Parliament will be guided by the 
report of the Public Works Committee. 
Suppose that Parliament supports a report 
of the Public Works Committee , against 
the site selected, what position shall we 
be in if the site has already been pur- 
chased ? 

Mr. Fowier.—lIf it has been wisely’ 
purchased, we can surely sell it again. 

Mr. PARKER MOLONEY.--I do not 


think that this House should indorse that 
_ method of doing business, 


‘In view of. 
the dissatisfaction expressed in connexion 
with the scope of inquiries by the Public 
Works Committee in the past, I am, as a. 
new member of that Committee, par- 
ticularly anxious to know exactly the 
powers intrusted to it. The Minister 
says that, in this case, the site has been 
purchased by the military authorities; 
they have decided the buildings to be 
erected, and their cost; and after all 
this has been done, ihe matter is to be 
referred to the Public Works Committee. 
It appears to’ me that the work that has 
been done should be the work of the 
‘Public Works Committee, and not the 
work of the authorities who have already 
arrived at certain conclusions. The site 
should not be finally purchased until the 


Public Works Committee has an oppor- 


tunity of meneuing it, and, cy ree as ‘to 


its suitability or: otherwise, I ask the 
Minister for Works and Railways to say 
whether the site in this case has really 
been purchased. 

Mr. Groom.—I am getting the. infor: 
mation now. I have already told the 
House that the Defence Department own 
a large area of land at the place indi- 
cated, but whether they own the par- 
ticular site selected for these stores, I am 
anable to say. 

Mr. Tupor.—Do they | own the land, or 
only rent it? 

Mr: Groom.—I am unable to say ‘hee 
ther they own this particular site. 


Mr. Tupor.—lI believe the Defence De- 


partment merely rents, and does not own, 
the sites of camps in Victoria. 

Mr. PARKER MOLONEY.—The fact 
that the Minister does not know whether 
this particular site has been purchaséd 
or not only makes the position worse from 
my point of view. If the site has 
not actually been purchased, there is no 
serious objection to the proposal; but 1 
have a sérious objection to referring this 


matter to the Public Works Committee, — 


and telling the members that they have 
authority to decide for or against a par- 
ticular site, when the Minister does not 
know whether that site has been pur- 
chased, or not. 


Mr. HECTOR LAMOND (IMawarra) 


[5.50].—This question came-up for con-» 


sideration before on a motion.to refer the 


erection of the proposed Notes Printing 


Offices ta, the Public Works Committee. — 


That, I think, is another of our public 
works in connexion with which the report 
of the Public Works Committee was not 
approved by Parliament. 


_ Mr, Groom.—Unfortunately, that work 


was not approved by Parliament. 
Mr. 
ing was erected without its authority ? 
Mr. Groom.—No; 
report of the Public Works Committee 
was not introduced. 


Mr. 


urgency of any public work that was not 


said in favour of the urgency for erecting © 


that building two years ago, and, .there- 
fore, after all the hot wind we had then, 


been done. 


Mr. 


HECTOR LAMOND.—The build- _ 


a motion, after the ~ 


| HECTOR LAMOND.—I do not — 
know what could be said in ‘favour of the 


‘T am astounded to nae that nothing foe ne 


Groom.—The hot mind seorched obi 
the proposal. fat 








' tain places, 


M sesbein ad Verde 


¥ Mr. HECTOR LAMOND. —T > am 
firmly of opinion that questions affecting | 
the defence of the country should be 
settled by the responsible military autho- 
rities, and that civilian interference with 
them is liable to lead us very far astray. 

We should always be in a position to 
place the responsibility for military 
blunders upon the persons who are in- 
trusted with the defence of the country. 

The military authorities have decided- 
that camps should be established in cer- 
and that stores should be 
established at these camps, and we should 


‘not now ask a committee of civilians to 


say that this‘is all wrong, that the camps 
should be established somewhere else, and 
_ the stores should not be erected at the 
camps at all. If this course is adopted, 
the responsibility for failure will rest not 
with those to whom we have a right to 
look for guidance in such a matter, but 
with the Committee of civilians who inter- 
fere with their plans. 


Mr. Matnews.—The military have 


made more blunders than any other De- 


tt 


partment. 


Mr.‘HECTOR LAMOND. —Though I 
may admit that, I should not presume 


_ that civilians dealing with the same pro- 


blems would make fewer blunders than 
have been made by the military authori- 
ties. The question of the site for a camp 
should not be submitted to the Public 
Works Committee. That has been de- 
cided by the military authorities, and the 
question that now arises is not as to the 


_ position of a camp, but as to the position 


if 


of certain stores. It seems to me that 
when the military authorities decided 
where the camp was to be, they very 
_ probably also decided that the stores were 
to be there too, as one cannot conceive of 
stores of this kind being erected a long 
way from a camp, because that would 
involve the carriage of equipment and 


- supplies to the stores, and again from the 


stores, and it might be several miles to 
the camp In my opinion, the question 


of the site will not arise in this case, as 


I believe the Public Works Committee 
-would admit that the only possible site 
- for stores is at ‘the camp where the sup- 
ries kept in those stores are to be used. 


Mr. Grecory.—Dces the honorable 
member think that if the Committee 
found the site selected an unsuitable one 


they would be justified in reporting to 


that effect ? 


Sahn 
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> 


[28 AprRIL, 1920.] e Silk at calor 


“suitable if it is at the camp? 


1555 

Mr. HECTOR LAMOND. —Yes ; 
how could they find that the site is une 
If the 
Committee came to the conclusion that a 
camp should not have been established 


at Seymour, they might then report that 


no store should be erected there; but if a 
camp has been established at a particular 
place, it must be economically advan- 


but fy 


tageous that the stores should be erected © 


at the camp. 


Mr. BiunpEett.—Have we a camp at 


Seymour ? 

Mr. Tupor.—No; I do not think thers 
is a single man there. - 

Mr. 
opinion, 
military works to the Public Works Com- 
mittee at all. 


HECTOR LAMOND. EW my 
it is somewhat farcical to refer — 


Mr. WEST (East Seance) [5.55 |.— 


I am very glad that this matter has 
cropped up. In almost the first speech I 
made in this House I said that the Fede- 
ral Parliament should adopt the practice 
of establishing Parliamentary Commit- 


tees to investigate various matters coming — 


under the contrel of the Commonwealth. 
These Committees snould make the fullest 
possible inquiry into the matters sub- 


mitted to them, but they should not, of — 


course, have the power in any way to 
interfere with the policy of the Govern- 
ment. They should be given full powers 


of inquiry, and should be responsible to | 


Paxlhament for their report. 
report Parliament should decide whether 


or not to proceed with the proposal sub- ' 


mitted to a particular Committee for re- 
port. 


The report of such 


Public Works Committee are valuable. 
In this case government officials have 
selected a particular site, but in my 
opinion the Public Works Committee 
should not be compelled to accept the 
site selected by departmental officers if, 
on investigation, they are satisfied that. 


a better site might be chosen, or that the 


site selected is unsuitable for the building 


proposed to be erected. We have an in-~ 


stance in Sydney of a site chosen 

by departmental  officers,. when, I 

think, Mr. Spence’ was Postmaster 
ne 


On their 


There are many questions which — 
do not actually come before this House — 
which I should like to see submitted to — 
a Finance Committee. 
a committee upon many matters would — 
be valuable just as reports from the © 
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for the erection of a. tele- 
phone exchange: but upon investiga- 
tion by the Public Works Committee it 
was seen that i+ would have been a crim- 
anal act to establish a telephone exchange 


von that site, to which there was only a 


narrow entrance down an alley-way. Hun- 


reds of employees were to be employed 
an the building, and the most inflammable 


‘material was to be stored there; and ‘so 


the Public Works Committee neal vee dd 
‘he proposal at once, besause of the un- 


suitability of the site. I say that -any 
Pariiamentary Committse should have 


ie ample powers to inquire into every detail 


of any matter submitted to it outside ques- 


a tions of Government policy. Parliament 
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aes 


would never ask a Committee to discuss 


‘questions of Government policy, but the 
fullest inquiry and report in respect of 


all details of any proposed work should 


be submitted to Parliament before it 
sanctions expenditure upon that work. If 
‘the Public Works Committee in New 


South Wales report that a proposed line 


‘of railway will not meet the requirements 
of the people, or that by an alteration of 
the proposed route of the line public ex- 
penditure may be saved, the State Govern- 
‘ment will not proceed with the construc- 


tion of the line by the original route pro- 


posed. So it should be in connexion with 
I hope 
that ample powers of inquiry will be given 
them, and that no action will be taken by 


Parliament until their reports have been 
received. We may in most cases expect 


a majority and a minority report from 
Parhamentary Committees, and Parlia- 


ment can decide which should be adopted. 


T look with great favour upon the estab- 
dishment of these Parliamentary Commit- 
tees, which, I believe, are capable of 
doing very useful work in connexion 


with, the. government’ of ‘the country. 
‘I only wish I could take the members 
of the two Committees to the Sydney 
Post Office, when I think I could open _ 
their eyes to. the brutality, under which > 
the employees there suffer. 
 quiries 
alterations there, it would be found that 
- one-third of the space on the ground floor 
will be taken up by the erection of stays 
on the walls, and pillars to carry a top 


Then, if in-. 


were madé. into the proposed 


room, while another one-third is to be oc- 


: -eupied with litt space to give people an 


opportunity, I suppose, for joy rides. 
Mr. West. 
Re ee 


All 
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such ittasiae oud ae sould: be’ ; 
vented if the Public Works Commi 
had the ‘necessary powers. That Com-. 
mittee should certainly be authorized $0. 
Inquire as to the sites as well as to the 
erection of proposed buildings. At Sey- 
mour much trouble has been caused by 
the flatness of the land, which renders 
dramage operations difficult. Tf men are 
to be accommodated there, we should cer- 
tainly see that proper sanitation is pro- 
vided, for, after all, the first duty of 
the Government is to insure the public 
health. The duties of both the Public 
Works Committee and the Public Ac- 
counts Committee ought to be clearly de- 
fined, though even with their present 
powers, they could, by the exercise of a 
little common sense, do much useful work. 
The delegation of work to Committees 
has proved a great success in British Par- 
liaments, and there the Committees have 
full power, apart, of course, from ques- — 
tions of policy for which the Government 
are, and ought to be, responsible. I do 


not know much about the immediate work 
under discussion, but I can say I fought 


very hard against the erection of the 
Notes Printing Office in Melbourne. In 


that case, when I visited the site, before - i 
Parliament had any opportunity to con- 
sider the matter, I found all the neces- 


sary planking and material there for the 
building of concrete walls. 
a thing will not occur again, and that 


we shall never find the investigations oy 


either of our Committees forestalled. 
These Committees. 
bodies, and they should have complete 
power to point out mistakes made by the 
Government, or Government officials, 

Mr. BOWDEN (Nepeah) [6.5|.—The a 


question before the House is whether a 


certain work shall be referred to the 
ies ee 


apie 


Public. Werks Committee. I am 
favour of the reference, but I am i, 
ep:nion that the Committee should have — 
power to make all the inquiries necessary 
to the presentation of a report for the the 
guidance of Parliament. j Bat. 
Mr. Ryan.—The motion says. that the a 
inquiries must be “‘ in accordance with | 
the Act,’’ Mae 


Mr, BOWDEN.—We have teen” weld a 


by different. members of the Committee a 
‘that there have been various. rulings on | 






the question whether sites are included in 
the investigations. The Minister (Mr, 


on 


I hope such " 


are very essential 






mittee will have this power, and he said 
that ‘the site was a question for the De- 
| fenee Department. I am astonished to 
learn that camps have. not’ been estab- 
lished in Victoria, as in New South 
“Wales. If there ig not freehold land, as 
in the case of Liverpool, where I was in- 
strumental in furthering the work on a 
former occasion—this motion may have 
‘the effect of centralizing a camp at Sey- 

- mour, and it is a question whether it is 


duameble to abandon the Broadmeadows 


Camp altogether. 


Mr. James Pace. —The Broadmeadows . 


Camp does not belong ‘to us. 
Mr. BOWDEN.—I understand that 
neither of the camps belongs to us. 
Mr. Groom.—There is an area that 
has been vested in' the Commonwealth for 
camp purposes, but the particular piece 


of land under consideration, I find, has 


not been acquired. 


tS Ne ah BOWDEN, —Have we an option 


ever it? 
Mr. Groom.—It has not been acquired 
at all. 

. Mr.jBOWDEN.—If we Piecds to build 
on the land, the price will certainly go 
a “ | | 
_ Mr. Groom.—We are protected by the 

Lands Acquisition Act. 

~ Mr. BOWDEN. —Nominally that is 

‘30; but, practically, I find that the Com- 

“monwealth is very often not protected by 
_ that Act. The point is that the spending 
of this large sum of money might have 

the effect indirectly of centralizing the 

camp there. If the Department has de- 
termined that the Victorian camp shall 
_* be at Seymour, and has already acquired 
land for that purpose, the question arises 
whether that land, or some of it, could 
not be used instead’ of acquiring other 
Jand. All -these questions ought to be 


taken into consideration by the Commit- 


' tee, and an exhaustive report presented to 

Mr. FENTON (Maribyrnong) [6.10]. 
1 am glad that this motion has been 
“moved in reference to a Department 

_ which, in recent years, has had the duty 
Saas expending millions of ‘pounds. As an 
CO anata member of the Public Works Commit- 
tee; I think that every member of it at 
ae that time eame to the conelusion that 
naval and military works, instead of be- 
‘ing exempt, were the very works that 
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ted for inv ee ies except, of course, i 
works which were expeditiously required 


in war time. 
Mr. Groom. — Or works involving 
secret information. 
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Committee has inquired into very secret 


works, and I am very pleased, indeed, 


that it is now to inquire into expenditure — 
under military authority. I quite agree — 
with the idea that the Public Works Com- — 
mittee should inquire into the whole cir- 


cumstances of public works, including the 
sites of proposed buildings. As a mem- 


ber of the Committee I voted against the — 


erection of postal stores in Sydney, 


simply because I disagreed with the site 
that had been selected, it being of such a — 
character as to require considerable ex- 
penditure in order to find foundations. — 


Last year we had a discussion in this 


House regarding a certain site for the 


Notes Printing Office, but I do not think 


the question was settled whether the Com- 
mittee should have power to inquire as to 


the site. 
Mr. Matrurws.—lIt: was teks an open 
question. 


a Bas GROOM. ae amendment _ was | 
moved to that effect; but the question of — 


the site was not referred to the Com- 


mittee, although I was prepared to agree 


to that course. 


Mr, PENTON.—There ‘should be la 
thorough understanding on the point from’ ~ 
the beginning, because the military autho- 


rities may make mistakes, as in the past, 


involving the expenditure of hundreds of — 
thousands of pounds. We have only to. 
remember the work on some of the Naval — 


Bases, where investigation at the initial — 


stages would have saved much money. — 


Sites are selected, and works quickly ar- 


ranged for to cost £500,000 or, perhaps, 
£750; 000, by the military authowitied. i 
The hance tia member for Dampier (Maroy 


Gregory), also an old member of the Com- — 


mittee, will bear me out when I say that. 


at a certain Naval Base in Victoria mis- — 
takes were made, and that, although the . 
Committee were late on the scene, it was — 


able to save a considerable amount. When — 


the naval or the military authorities — 
require any work carried out, they are, — 


apparently, able to obtain unlimited: 


money; and now we are asked to supply — 
£75,000, as usual, in a hurry. A Treaty 


1558 


“ 


of Peace has been drawn up, but this 
country, at any. rate, seems to be more 
warlike than even it was during the war; 


and the Department is prepared, again in 


a hurry, to spend money right and left. 


The Defence Department certainly needs — 


a watchful eye on the part of both Par- 
liament and the two Committees. I have 
no opposition to offer to the motion, but 
we ought to be placed in possession of 
all the facts relating to this proposed 
Camp. We heard rumours that the Broad- 
meadows Camp was to be done away with, 
but now we are told that that is not so. 
Later on, we were informed that the 


- Seymour Camp had been acquired. ~Now 


means 


canteens. 


we learn that it ‘has not.. 

Mr. Groom.—Part of it belongs to the 
Commonwealth, but I cannot say the pre- 
cise area. This particular site, however, 
has not yet been acquired. 

Mr. FENTON.—If the Committee dis- 
cover that this particular site is an un- 
suitable one, they should recommend that 
it be turned down and that.another site 
should be substituted for it. 

Question resolved in the affirmative. 


AUSTRALIAN IMPERIAL FORCE 
OANTEENS FUNDS BILL. 
Srconp ReEapina. 


Sir GRANVILLE RYRIE_ (North 
Sydney—Assistant Minister for Defence) 


[6.17].—I_ move— 


That this *Bill be now tread a second time. 


The object of the measure is to vest in 
trustees a sum of money which has accu- 
mulated as a surplus from the operations 
of the canteens conducted in connexion 
with the Australian Imperial Force. As 
honorable members are aware, these can- 
teens were run in the various camps 
throughout Australia, on the transports, 


in Egypt, Palestine and France, in fact 


wherever there were Australian troops. 
Mr. West.—Wherever they wanted a 


beer. : 


Sir GRANVILLE RYRIE.—Unfortu- 


nately beer could not always be obtained. | 
I take it that we must give a lot of credit 


to those who were responsible for inaugu- 

rating the system which was employed in 

running the Australian. Imperial Force 

These canteens proved of the 

greatest, benefit to the men of all ranks 

in the field. One gentleman to whom a 
4 | 
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great deal of credit is due in this connexion © 
is Mr. Lockyer, of the Inter-State Com- 
mission. He it was who inaugurated the 
system which has been employed so suc- 
cessfully in the running of the canteens. 
Under this Bill the fund to be created is 
to ‘be vested in trustees and is to | be 
devoted to the interests of blind or totally 
incapacitated returned soldiers and of 
the widows, orphans, and dependants of — 
those who have been killed in the field. 
It must be definitely understood that dis- 


bursements from the fund cannot be taken 


into consideration in any way by the Re-— 
patriation Department. — , 
Mr. Tupor.—The sums expended under 
this Bill will be in excess of the assistance 
granted by that Department ? oa, 
Sir GRANVILLE RYRIE.—Yes; and 
the amounts must be kept absolutely 
separate. The moneys expended under 
this Bill will have no connexion whatever 
with any grants that may be made by the — 
Repatriation Department. To insure 
this result it is essential that neither ‘body - 
should know what payments have been 
made by the other. It is only reasonable 
to suppose that some honorable members: 


hold similar views upon this measure to 


those which were expressed in another 
branch of the Legislature when it was 
under consideration there. A section of 


the Senate held that it. would be pre- 


ferable to hand over this money, which 
amounts to something hke £500,000, to 
the Repatriation Department. 
‘Mr. Bowpren.—Is that amount ex- 
elusive of the gift by the late Sir Samuel > 
McCaughey ? ; 
Sir GRANVILLE RYRIE.—Yes. 
Mr. Tupor.—Where did the balance 
of the money come from ? | nin 
Sir GRANVILLE RYRIE.—From the 
executors of the late Sir Samuel 
McCaughey. However, I am merely 
dealing now with the surplus which has 
accumulated from the operations of the 
Austrahan Imperial Force canteens, and 
which amounts to £500,000. The whole — 
of this money is to be distributed in the 
way*-I ‘have indicated. Then the trus- 


tees of the late Sir Samuel McCaughey 
if this money is — 


have intimated that 
vested in the proposed Trust—the per- . 
sonnel of which I shall state presently— _ 
they will be prepared to hand over to the 


Trust an amount of £450,000. We ought, © 
I think, to place on record our apprecia- 


tion of such a munificent gift by that de 
ceased gentleman. ; RI, 
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Mr. Grecory.—The executors of Sir 
Samuel McCaughey do not impose any 
ecnditions2 ; Wee: 

Sir GRANVILLE RYRIE.—I believe 
that they do. They have intimated that 
they will not be prepared to hand over 
this £450,000 to any Government Depart- 
ment. aarti: | 

Mr. Bowprn.—Would it not be a fair 
thing to appoint one of the executors to 
the Trust? : 


Sir GRANVILLE RYRIE—I do not 


know that they have made any request 
for representation on the Board. ibe 
honorable members adopt the line of 
argument which was adopted by certain 
gentlemen in ‘another place, we shall be 
confronted with the position that the 
executors of the late Sir Samuel 
McCaughey will refuse to hand over this 
money if it is to be dealt with by, a Go- 


vernment Department, such as the Repa- 


triation Department. It will be wise, 
therefore, not to insist upon any altera- 
tion in’ the principles of the Bill. 

Mr. West.—The trustees have not been 
very carefully selected. I do not like 
some of them. st : 

Sir GRANVILLE RY RIE.—They have 
‘been already selected. One of the trus- 
‘tees is to be the president of the Returned 
Sailors and Soldiers Imperial League for 
the time being. Another member will 
be Mr. Lockyer, of the Inter-State Com- 
“mission, who, I believe, is to be the Pre- 
sident of the Trust. The other trustees 
~inelude Mrs. Alfred Deakin, widow 
- of the late Hon, Alfred Deakin, a lady 
- who has taken the greatest interest in our 
-yeturned soldiers; Major-General Sir C. 
B. White, whose appgintment is a very 
- good one, I think; the Hon. George 
Swinburne, Mr. Percy Whitton, and Mr. 
Harold P. Moorehead. The last-named 
was, I understand, a private in the Aus- 
tralian Imperial Force. I do not know 
him personally, but I believe that he is 
avery able man. ~ ce 
Mr. Wesvr.—Are not all the trustees 
- from one State? 

Sir GRANVILLE RYRIE.—They are 

not. | 
Mr. Heoror Lamonp.—What member 
is from any other State? 3 

- Sir GRANVILLE RYRIE.—Ma)jor- 
General White is not a Victorian. He 
happens to be here in the performance of 
his military duties, but he is a Queens- 
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lander. I do not know from what State 
the president of the Returned Sailors and 
Soldiers Imperial League will come. | 
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Mr. Prowse. — Where is it proposed 


that the trustees shall sit? 4 
Sir GRANVILLE RYRIE.—In Mel- 


bourne. 


shall reside in this city. 


If that course be adopted it will be quite 
impossible for the trustees to meet as 


often as will be necessary in the discharge — 


of their duties. We could not bring a 
man over from Western Australia and 
Queensland, for example, every time a 
meeting was to be held. The represen- 
tatives of distant States would be obliged 
to live here. oe 

Mr. Braxerey.—What machinery has 


been devised to deal with Inter-State — 


cases ? 
Sir GRANVILLE RYRIE.—I will ex- 
plain that in good time, but I am .now 


dealing with the necessity for the trustees _ 


residing in Victoria. | 
Mr, Tupor.—Are the positions on the 
Trust to be of an honorary character? 
Sir GRANVILLE RYRIE.—Yes. Of 
course, the trustees will have to employ 
a secretary. 


In my opinion, it is almost, — 
necessary that all members of the Trust 
If we give one | 
State outside of Victoria representation — 
upon the Trust we shall be compelled. to — 
give every State representation upon it. — 


NA et ee ee 


Mr. Tupor.—It is only fair that the u 


fact that the positions are of an hon- 


orary nature should be stated. 
Sir GRANVILLE RYRIE.—In reply 
to the Leader of the Opposition, I say 


definitely that the positions on the Trust. 


will be of an entirely honorary character. 


It is not essential that any member of © 


the Central Trust should be resident in 


any State other than Victoria, because © 
in each State Capital there will be an — 


Advisory Committee. . 
Sitting suspended from 6.30 to 8 p.m. 


Sir GRANVILLE RYRIE.—I have 


stated that Advisory Committees will be 
established in the capital city of each 
State. These will be honorary, of course, 


and the Government are of opinion that 
there will be no trouble in securing men ~ 


and women to act upon them. 


Mr. West.—There is nothing in the 


Bill dealing with their appointment. 


Sir GRANVILLE RYRIE.—Regula- — 
tions will be gazetted for the creation of - 
the machinery necessary to carry out the 
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_ purposes of this measure. The trustees 
will sit in Melbourne; then there will be 
the ‘Advisory Committees in each State 
eapital; and, lastly, there will be all 
those small voluntary committees which 


were established in ‘connexion with re-. 


patriation. There [were many zealous 
ladies and gentlemen in every part of 
Australia who heartily and voluntarily 
took up the work of assisting in re- 
patriating our returned men. Those small 
committees have been kept. alive, and. it 
is intended now to utilize them in con- 
-nexion with this piece of legislation, 
They will be asked to report to the State 
Advisory Committees on all cases in their 
districts. The State Committees will 
send to the trustees their recommenda- 
tions upon those reports, and the trustees, 
acting thereon, will send to the nearest 
Savings Banks the amounts of cash de- 
cided to be granted to persons in need of 
relief. In my opinion, it would be abso- 
lutely wrong to hand over the surplus 
money from the canteens to the Repatria- 
tion Department, as has been suggested 
in another place. 


Mr Rrrzy.—What is thie amount of 


- money in hand? | 

Sir GRANVILLE RYRIE.—There is 
the sum of £500,000, ‘being the surpius 
from the canteens, and then there is to 


be added to the fund—if the Trust com- 


prises the personnel set out in the Bill— 
an amount of more than £450,000 under 
the will of the. late Sir Samuel 
McCaughey. Altogether, there will be 
something like £1,000,000 available. In 


substantiation of my remarks regarding 


_ the madvisableness of this money being 
- dealt with by any Government Depart- 
ment, I desire to read a. letter forwarded 
by the general secretary of the Returned 
Sailors and Soldiers Imperial League to 
the Prime Minister as long ago as 26th 
June, 1917. This letter indicates that 
even then there was some suspicion in 
the minds of returned soldiers that the 


canteen moneys might ‘be handed over to 


_ the Repatriation Department. 
of the letter reads thus— 
| My council understands that profits from 
canteens are to be utilised by the Repatriation 
_ Committee for repatriation purposes. As a 
 eonseqtence [ have to ask if a statement of 
accumulated profits can be, furnished to this 
_ eouncil. 
| In reply, the Secretary to the De- 
partment of Defence wrote— 

It is proposed that the profits, if any, at the 


Portion 


. erid of the war, resulting from the operation | 


% 


. 


act in an honorary eapeenty, They wil 


of the Australian Ampertl. 4 eens Gicecn In- 
stitutes and Canteens shall be devoted as an 
additional aid to the blinded and otherwise: 
permanently disabled soldiers, or “some other 


similar special purpose, which it is considered. 


will command the sympathy and approval of 
the original contributors. It is not contem- 
plated that any such moneys will be trans- 
ferred to or be absorbed. by the take a) 
Fund. 


Even in 1917 a virtual ilediove was given 
that this money would not be handed 
over to the Repatriation Department; — 
and I repeat it would be very unwise to 
do: so. 

There: is nothing contentious in this 
measure. ‘T’he sooner it is passed pi 
sooner will deserving people benefit. 
question has been raised regarding any 
appointment of another lady to the Trust. | 
I received a telegram to-day from Dr. 
Mary Booth, an estimable and  well- 
known lady who has done a great deal for 
our returned soldiers. She very strongly 
urges that another woman be ap- — 
pointed trustee. Australian women — 
folk have done a great deal dur: — 
ing the war, and are deserving of 
every consideration in the matter of the 


appointment of public bodies to deal with — 
and «Fain 


the affairs of returned soldiers, 


think that, as a compliment,.a further 


appointment might be made to the num- 


ber of trustees under this Bill. I point 
out, however, that there are hundreds of — 
capable and enthusiastic women whe 
have given very much time during the 
war to the welfare of widows and orphans, 
and of blinded and crippled soldiers. 


Their services will be of inestimable value. res 
upon the State Advisory Committees—~ 
even more so, in fag, than balay the’ Trust a 


itself. 

“Mr. Tuvor. Dies the Bill I for 
the appointment of the State Committees? — 
Sir GRANVILLE RYRIE. They 
will be created by the regulations. : 


Mr. 


State Committees? 


Sir GRANVILLE RYRIEThe ap | 


- pomtments will be made by the Govern- 


ment by regulation. Probably the trus- 
tees will furriat nominations. _ t 
Mr, 
to the State Committees be made by the 
ee! oi 
Sir GRANVILLE RYRIE. —I ounae , 
ke repeat that these Committees will be — 
created by regulation, and that they will 


Gisson.—-Who will - appoint the | 


Jowsrr.— Will. redort menial vaiee A 
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2 eek in conjunetion with some 300 small 


#4 committees, 


broadcast throughout: A.us- 
tralia, which have been, acting im con- 
nexion with repatriation. Their personnel 


have shown a keen desire at all times. to 


be of the greatest possible help to our re- 
turned men, and their services have been 
invaluable. 


' carrying on. 


Mr. Bazzanrvr. —The trustees’ wil have 
absolute power over the moneys vested 1 in 
them? 


Sir GRANVILLE RYRIE. — Yes, 
within the bounds of this measure, of 
course. With regard to the amount to be. 


handed over by the executors of the will 
of the late Sir Samuel McCaughey, it is 


| laid down specifically how it shall be used. 


£450,000, .~whieh is: to..be transferred to this 


Mr. Riesarp Fosrmer.—In this respect 
the trustees will be simply administering 
the will? | 
Sir GRANVILLE RYRIE.— Yes. 
Senator Pearee, in the course of remarks 
in another place, is reported,.in Hansard 
ot 15th April (page 1165), as. follows :— 


As regards the McCaughey bequest of 


Trust, it has been provided that the money 


shall be allocated as follows:—-(a) Pastoral, 


agricultural, 


We presume that scholarships will be: 


and technical education, 


£300,000. 


established under that portion of the will. 
_ The Minister continues— : 


rine | 


sane 


That is for the benefit. of the children. of 
soldiers;, (b) beds and cots in hospitals for 
wives and children of soldiers, £50,0005  (c) 
subsidies to building funds: of Andina Weare Im- 


- perial Force units, £50, 000; and (d): for other 
_ special purposes sto be. decided by; the Execu- 
- tors, £50,000. 


{ 


TT trust honor members will ne view 


the measure altogether from a party 
stand-point. I think I can say, on behalf 
of honorable: members on’ this side—and 


_ |: hope on the other side of the House:also 


-—that our first wish is to create the 
machinery for disbursing: this money in 


\ the best possible way: 


\ Mr. Rimny.—Do you not asia that: the 
“soldiers ought to be consulted: in regard to 


cis the trustees? 


Sir GRANVILLE RYRIB.—The pre- 


, ae of the Returned: Sailors and: Sol- 


. » that. 
quick Su so that those who are en- 





-diers: Imperial Leagne will be one, and 
Ido. not: think we could do Hotter. than 
I trust the measure will have a 


Most of these bodies are still : 


were 


titled to the money may receive it with- 
out undue delay. 

Mr. TUDOR (Yarra) [& 18] —I agree 
with the Minister that the Bill should. 
have a speedy passage, but certain details 
should be discussed. 


fund was made out of the soldiers them- 
selves. 
were well conducted, 
sold at least as cheaply, i 
not more cheaply, than in private estab- 
lishments in the vicinity of the camps. 
As this money “belongs to the soldiers 


they ara entitled to awe some voice in. 
but it must not be for-. 


its distribution ; 
gotten that the trustees will be charged 
with the handling of another £500,000 — 
from, another source. The object of the 


Bill is a very worthy one, and IT am glad : 


to” know, 
benefits 


from the Minister, that 


aly 
received by disabled 


soldiers 


under this measure will be entirely apart — ae 


from benefits to: which they may be en- 
titled through the Repatriation Depart- 
ment, but the operation of this measure 
must. necessarily relieve’ the Rak eet a 


‘Department of a certain amount of work — 


and ability. I. understand there are ” 
from 200° to 250 blinded seldiers. Re * 
cently we passed. a Bull. providing that 
they shall be housed free for life, only a _ 
peppercorn:, rental of about 1s, a year 
being charged in order to retain control 


by the Department of the houses in which 
increased 
their pension allowances upto £4 per | 


they live, and we have also 
week. I believe, however, that the best. 
we can do for those cho have’ been so 
unfortunate as to lose their sight is to 
furnish them with facilities for training ; 


in some useful occupation, and in this res 


spect. excellent, opportunities are avail 


able at St. Dunstan’s, im England. The 
trustees to be appointed under’ this’ Bill | 


might therefore do: far worse than send 


our blinded soldiers over there: for train- 
ing, But some, in addition to being 
blinded, have: lost’ limbs. I have in mind 
one: about) whom: T heard’ at’ Dandenong 
one’ night last’ year, when I spoke 
there; Of) cas faa who: was blinded, 
hard. lost owe limb,. part: of another limb, 
and‘ had his jaw‘ very seriously fractured. 
It is: hardly likely thati one so badly 


Knocked: about as he-was could be trained — i 


for! any occupation, but many others — 
can, and I think this money might very 
well be used for that: ‘purpose. I merely 


‘The whole of the 5 
£500,000 representing surplus of canteen 


Speaking generally, the canteens 
and the articles | 


. per sons 
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possible’ the trustees will take notice | of 
remarks made in this House concerning 


‘the duties which it is expected they shall 
perform. , | 


‘Mr. Friemine.—Your proposal might 


“relieve the Repatriation ‘Department of 


some of its responsibility. 

Mr. TUDOR.—It would; but we have 
not tne facilities for training such 
here. The money  represent- 
ing the surplus from canteen funds 
profits was obtained aftex charging 
the soldiers current rates: or less for 
commodities supplied; and I should here 
like to pay my tribute of praise to Mr. 
Lockyer, who is to be the chairman 0 


the trustees. When he volunteered for this 


work he was, I think, an official im the 
Department over which I was “presiding. 
It is only right that it should be known 
that he was then due for six months’ fur- 


‘lough; but, instead of taking it, he spent 


the time in organizing the canteens, and 


I believe he did excellent work. I take 


no exception to any of the persons 
named as trustees; but if I were a repre- 


sentative from one of the other States. 


I might have something to say about the 


Trust being comprised of residents of 


Victoria. There is no mention in the 
Bill about State Advisory Committees, 
which, I take it, will be appointed for 
every State. There should be some re- 
ference to this matter in the Bill) because 
what honorable members have been ob- 
jecting to all along has been the cen- 
tralization of work.’ I believe, however, 


that while Melbourne remains the Seat of 
‘Government the trustees must necessarily 


meet here. The Minister referred to the 


excellent work done during the war by a 


‘with widows, 


great many women on behalf of the sol- 
diers; and I think there was room for 


more than one woman on the Trust, par- 


ticularly as the trustees will be dealing 
widowed mothers, and 
the dependants of deceased soldiers, 
and these, of course, will include girls as 
well as boys, who will be entitled to be 
trained for some occupation. 
Minister pointed out, £300,000 of the 
McCaughey bequest is to be set aside for 


_ Victorians. 


As the. 


throw this out as a suggestion, as it is gage in any of those. rural pursuits. 


Several honorable members accompanied 
me a few months ago on a visit to the 
Working Men’s College, Melbourne, 
where we saw a number‘of nurses who, 
like so many of our soldiers, were suffer- 
ing from shell shock, and also some 
widows and daughters of deceased 
soldiers, and who are being trained by the 
Repatriation Department for some useful 
calling. a 

Mr. Warxins.—I notice the trustees 
are principally Victorians. 

Mr. TUDOR.—Yes; and I said that 
if I were a representative from one of 
the other States I would probably com- 
plain about the personnel of the Trust, 
because, with ‘the exception of General 
White, who is a Queenslander, they are 


) 


’ 


Sir Josepn Coox.—At the outbreak of 
the war General White was at Victoria 


Barracks, Melbourne, I know, because I 


consulted him on the first Sunday. — 


Mr. Jowrnrr.—But he is a good Aus- 
tralian. Pa 

Mr. TUDOR.—He told me he was a — 
Queenslander. There should be some > 


provision in the Bill for the appointment 
of State Advisory Committees, and one 


woman at least should be on each Com-— 


mittee, because in certain circumstances 
a woman would be able to get at the © 
facts much better than any man could. 
From time to time, the soldiers have put — 
forward the claim that they are the only: — 
persons who should decide how the profits 


_from their canteens should be spent; but- 


the Minister for Defence (Senator Pearce) — 
has. deprived them of that argument by 
pointing out that what will be done with ~ 
this money is in addition to what will be © 
done by the Repatriation Department, 
and that private individuals have contri- 
buted to the fund to be administered by 


the trustees appointed by this Bill. I 


cannot see how the Repatriation Depart- 
ment will be relieved of any great amount 
of work by the disposal of this money. 

Mr, Listrr.—This fund is intended to — 
supplement the work of the Repatriation — 
Department. ) 


Mr. TUDOR.—We cannot supplement _ 
it too much. Due prominence should be _ 
' given to the fact that the executors of the 

estate of one of Australia’s citizens have 

contributed £500,000. Little enough was 


pastoral, agricultural, and technical edu- — 
cation of the children of deceased sol- 
diers. -At least the same provision should 
be made for the education and training 
of dependants who may not care to en- 





ov ) 


¥ 


4; Ve a et 
bss. ie 4 4 
ARAVA 
vere . z 

; 


Canteens Funds 


[28 Aprin, 1920.1 


Bill. 1563 





given by our citizens voluntarily towards 
the Repatriation Fund. It will be a good 
thing if contributions to this particular 
fund. can be secured, because there will 


etbe opportunity to do splendid work with 


the money by ‘way of supplementing the 


work done by the Repatriation De 


ment. 
I agree with the telegram received from 


Dr. Mary Booth advocating the appoint- 


| ment of a sécond lady to the trustees of 
thissfund. Tt would not be such a one- 
sided body if her suggestion were adopted. 
I know that Mrs. Deakin and the 
gentlemen who are named in clause 
5 have done splendid work in the 
past, and I believe that they will do it 
in the future, but it would be an advan- 
tage for them to have the advice of at 
least a second lady from another State be- 
sides Victoria. It could not then be said 
that there was any desire to centralize 
the administration of the fund in Vic- 
‘toria. There should be-some representa- 
tive of another State among the trustees. 
No exception can be taken to the trustees 
whose mames are mentioned in the Bill; 
but they are not the only persons who 
have done, and can do, work of this kind. 


No harm would be done by enlarging the 


body, and I hope the Government will ac- 


cept an amendment to enable that to be 


> the 


done, and at the same time to provide 
statutorily for the appointment of State 
Advisory Committees, each ‘having at 
least one woman upon it. 

Mr. PROWSE (Swan), [8.34].—The 
Commonwealth Government have been 
made virtually trustees of this fund, which 
has been almost equally provided ‘by the 
profits derived from the canteens—the 
soldiers’ money—and the munificent be- 
_ quest of the’late Sir Samuel McCaughey. 
"The thanks of this House should cer- 
~ tainly be extended to that gentleman for 
manner in which he distributed 
the money he made in Australia. The 
-whole responsibility of the Common- 


wealth hes in the administration of its 


_ trusteeship; and under this Bill we are 


ee 


handing it over to further trustees; but 


I think there ought to be some way out of. 


_ the difficulty created by making the Trust 
entirely Victorian. Following on the re- 


marks of the aan of the Opposition 
I suggest that one person. 


(Mr. Tudor), 


ie from each State should be ares to 





‘cao Trust. 


‘central trust, 


Mr. Tae! —They would not be able to 
attend. 


Mr. PROWSE. Pest so; but they 


could when they cared to do so. In ad- 
ministering money like this, co-ordination 


is highly necessary. The proposed State — 
Committees may have different opinions — 
as to who is deserving of assistance under — 
this bequest, and trustee money; but if 


each State is entitled to have a represen- 
tative on the central Trust, there will be 
greater co-ordination and smoothness in 
the administration of the Act and the 
fund. 

Sir Josrpn Coox.—That would be all 
right if we were paying them, but, iti is 
Wade matter when we are not doing go. 


Mr. PROWSE.—I notice that no fees’ 


are to be-paid to the central Trust. or to 
the subsidiary bodies to be appointed in 
the various States. That will mean 
economical administration; but the pay- 
ment of travelling expenses of the State 
representatives would be justified. Vic- 
toria is not the only State to be considered, 
yet the only persons named in clause 5 
are Victorians, which fact is bound to 


cause a certain amount of feeling. 


Sir Ropert Brst.—Good heavens! 
Mr. PROWSE.—There is no “Good 
heavens!” about it. This fund is to be 


paid: to soldiers’ dependants and others — 


mentioned in the measure throughout all 
the’ States; and while every kind word 


can be spoken in favour of those who are 


*named in the Bill, the provision does not 


go far enough to satisfy the peoples of 
the States. Under the present arrange- 
ment, State Committees can only com- 
municate with the central Trust by letter. 
If they could communicate in person 


through having the right to a seat on the 


it would do a great deal 
tewards achieving the smooth working of 
the Statute. 


Sir ROBERT BEST (Kooyong) [8. 39]. ie 


-—Thhe pivot of the Bill is the. provision 


for dealing with the sum which noun 
sents the surplus from the canteens. 


Mr. Hecror Lamonp.—The Repatria- — 


tion Department can deal with that mat- 


i ter. 


Sir ROBERT BEST.—The Honorary 
Minister (Sir Granville Ryrie) has ex- 
plained the wisdom of providing for the ~ 
Repatriation Department having nothing ~ 
to do with this money. 
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Mr. Hxecror Lamonp.—That is not the 
contention of the soldiers. 


Sir ROBERT BEST. — There has 


been a degree of soreness on the point; 
but the Minister has assured us that there 
has been a strongly-expressed desire that 
the Repatriation Department should not 
deal with this fund im any way. Ther 


there is a further provision for trans- 


ferring by gazettal notice or otherwisa 
any other fund the - Governor-General 


-¢hooses to transfer to the Trust consti- 


tuted by this Bill for the purpose of hav- 
ing it administered by them. It is 
under that provision that the munificent 
contribution from the estate of the late 
Sir Samuel McCaughey is to be handed 
ever to the Trust. I am not at all clear 


_ what authority there is for allocating this 


bequeathed money in a particular way, as 


the Minister indicated was to be done. 


The money when handed over must be 
administered by the Trust in accordance 


‘with the terms of the Bill. 


Mr. Ricwarp Foster._But it will 
have to be administered in accordance 
with the terms of the will. 


Sir ROBERT BEST.—Of course, but 


not in accordance with any terms dictated 





- all to live in the one'State.. 
there would not be effective administra-. 


Advisory 


by a Minister. The Trust will be obliged 
fo consult the executors of the 
McCaughey estate as to the final alloca- 


- fion of the money bequeathed to the fund. 


It is quite competent for the Governor- 
General in Council to transfer to the 
Trust any other money the Government 
méy have at their disposal, whether it be 
subject to a bequest or otherwise, 

It is quite immaterial to me whether 


the trustees are chosen from any particu- 


lar State—I would be quite satisfied if 
they were all chosen from New South 
Wales or South. Australia, or any other 
State, but it is quite necessary for them 
‘Otherwise 


@ion. They must meet frequently. 
Mr. Prowsn——But three will form a 
quorum. : 
(Sir ROBERT BEST.—It would be 


very unsatisfactory if the work of the 
trustees should be done by a bare quorum. 
Dr. Eartz Pace—wWill not the State 
Committees have any power ? 
Sir ROBERT BEST.—I am: coming 
to that point. 
 difieulty is that the Trust shall be con- 





h stituted rere the os of one par- 
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eular State who can Se Mieaheutly 
for the purpose of dealing: ‘with the fund. 
- Mr. Prowse.—Would the trustees be 
weakened if their number was added to? 

Sir ROBERT BEST.-—As I have al- 
ready pointed out, it would be unsatisfac- 
tory to have the fund administered PY a 
bare quorum, ~ 

Mr. Prowsr.—We could have thise 
mentioned in the Bill, and add. others. 

Sir ROBERT BEST, —Those who we 
added would live in ‘distant parts of the 
Commonwealth, and all their work would 
have’ to be done by correspondence. | 
L agree with the honorable member for 
Yarra (Mr. Tudor) that provision should 
be made in the Bill for the appointment — 
of Advisory Committees. It is true that 
there is full power in clause 10 of the Bull 
to appoint Advisory Committees by regu- 
lation. ° That clause reads— 

The Governor-General may make regulations, 
not inconsistent with this Act, prescribing all 


matters which are required or permitted to be, 
prescribed, or which are necessary or con- | 






venient to be prescribed, for carrying out or Hess 


giving effect to this Act. 
The terms of that clause are very a 


House if we had a definite assurance that 


. 
but it would be more satisfactory to the ~ 4 


the State Advisory Committees were to 


form a. statutory portion of the scheme. 


The Advisory Committees must serve as) 
a connecting link with the trustees sitting 


in Melbourne,;as it would be impossible 


eSNG 
PENS 


for them to deal effectively with, say, — 


Western Australian cases. 


After the 


trustees have been in consultation with 


the Advisory Committee of a State they . 


must necessarily, as far as the funds 


under their control will permit, accept its — . 


recommendations. We sbould therefore 
be quite sure that such Committees are 


to be appointed, and we should also know 


what powers are to be vested in them. 


T am glad to have the assurance of the 
Honorary Minister that the trustees will | 
also have the assistance of Local Commit- 
tees appointed under the Rep 


Mr. 
will advise as to details. 
Sir ROBERT BEST. Soe must 


they should be in 
possession of the most reliable information. — 


have the responsibility, and if the trustees _ 
‘are to be assisted by State Advisory and — 
Local Committees, 


Prowse.—The Toca | Committees | i 
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think re cbuitond ations can very 
well be disregarded. 
I am _ sure those persons — che are 


to comprise the Trust in an_ hon- 


~ orar y capacity will be quite prepared 


to work harmoniously in the inter- 
ests of the persons who are to benefit. Ags 
suggested by the honorable member for 
Yarra, I, too, think it is desirable that 


another ‘lady should be appointed to 


the 


Trust. There are a number of 
ladies throughout Australia who have 
rendered excellent service in connexion 
with this particular class of work, and I 


think it would help the trustees very 


materially if they were to have the assis- 
tance of an additional lady member. It 
is also desirable that. at least one or two 


_ ladies should be appointed members of 


each State Advisory Committee, and if 


this were done we could rest assured that 


© diers 


a to 
any exception to the br 


the work would be performed in a highly 
satisfactory manner.. . 

I .presumé the Honorary Minister 
or his officers haye consulted the sol- 

or their representatives as to 
manner in which the fund, 1s 
be distributed. Nobody can ‘take 
id terms of the 
Bill, which provide that the trustees shall 
be charged with the duty of receiving and 


the 


considering applications from widows and 


orphans, 
- immediate dependants of deceased sol- 
- diers, and from seriously disabled soldiers, 
for assistance and benefit. 


sy approval of those who are likel 
benefit, 


et consulted in some way or another. » 


10 tance of Mr. 
_ special attention to this particular class 
of work, and if the trustees accept his 


SGP 





“pidemed mothers, and other 


I feel sure 
the measure will meet with the general 
to 


and doubtless they have’ been 


Mr. Rrcnarp Fosrer.—They are to 


have ‘special representation. 


Sic ROBERT BEST.—yYes; but I am 
speaking more particularly of a primary 


ae consultation as to the disposal of the 
“aa 


Lé ts braun to know that ‘the 
proposed Trust is to have the able assis- 


Lockyer, who has devoted 


advice they cannot go very = far 
wrong. JI join with the honorable 
member for Yarra in = appreciatively 


acknowledging the fine work he has done 
in the interests of our fighting men, and 


I compliment the Honorary Minister on 


having been able to arrange for the ap- 
ist Seren of such a suitable Trust. Ber 


Pk 


‘moods of individuals. . 
our repatriation and pensions schemes _ 


sonally, I would not have any objection 

to a Trust comprising persons selected ~ 
from any other State, and my only de- 
sire 1s that this important work shall be. 


carried out in a thoroughly efficient 
manner. 


Mr, BLAKELEY (Darling) [8. 53] ede 
appears that this measure has been intro- _ 
duced in skeleton form, but I presume the — 


Government or those who are to adminis- 
ter it know what they intend doing. 
There are many organizations and Go- 
vernment Departments that are at pre- 


sent performing similar work to that to — 


be undertaken by the proposed Trust. 
Has it been arranged that the Trust 


1565 


a 


shall pay, say, £1 a week to some per- 


sons and 10s. a week to others, or is that 


to be decided by the Advisory Commit- 


tees? It has been stated, by. interjection, 
that every case will be dealt with on its 


merits, but I do not think that the dis- 


tribution of such a huge sum should be : 


undertaken in a haphazard way. 
Mr. Prowsr.—The trustees will, not 
know the manner in which the money is 


to be distributed until they ascertain the 


number of cases likely to require assist- 
ance. 
Mr. 
available, 
orphans, 


BLAKELEY.—-All that data’ aze 


as the number of widows, 


and totally incapacitated sol- 
diers is at present on record. The House. 


should have some information as to the 


basis on which the trustees are to work 


and the probable liabilities that have to At 


be met. 


Sir GRANVILLE Bene ike fund is to 
be distributed in a comparatively short. 


time—that is, £500,000—and 
disbursed sensibly and fairly on the re- 
commendations of the Advisory Commit- 


tees. 


Mr. BLAKELEY—If no 


\ policy is decided upon the administration 


it will be 


definite nt 


of the fund will depend largely upon the a 


In connexion with 


we have a set basis which cannot be de- 
parted from, and I am afraid that this 
scheme will foe be administered satisfac- 


torily in the interests of those who are 


to benefit. 
The proposed ‘Trust is 
of very estimable persons, 


tol 


| consist ms 
all of whom. 
are favorably known and well fitted for. 
undertaking the work, but I consider that 
the Trust should comprise not more than — 
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_ two or three members, and each State Ad- 

visory Committee not more than four or 
five members. As the State Committees 
are to be appointed under regulations, 
we do not know how many persons are 
likely to constitute a Committee. It has 
‘been said that we are not dealing with 
puhlic ynoney, and although such is the 
case, we cannot disregard our responsi- 
bilities in the matter. “Every one desires 
that the best possible machinery shall be 
provided for the effective distribution of 
the money, but I cannot conceive how the 
scheme will work satisfactorily unless 
Committees are to be appointed in all the 
riers, including Victoria. 

Sir Granvitte Ryrre.—Such Commit- 
tees are to be appointed. 

Mr. BLAKELEY.—If a large number 
of persons is appointed to the central 
Trust and to the Advisory Committees 
the work will be hampered in many ways. 

As regards the McCaughey bequest, it 
appears that there is some reluctance on 
the part of the executors to place the 
fund under the control of any Govern- 
ment Department, and, judging by my 
experience, Government Departments cer- 
tainly do exercise a good deal of reluc- 
tance in distributing money to persons en- 
titled to it. I do not desire to say 
anything against the late Sir Samuel 
McCaughey, but many of the soldiers who 
will not return were sweated by that 
gentleman. 

Sir Granvitte Ryrr.—That is a most 
disgraceful statement to make concerning 
an honorable gentleman who was most 
liberal in donating funds for charitable 
purposes. ‘T’he honorable member ought 
to be ashamed to make such a statement. 

Mr. BLAKELEY.—TI am not ashamed. 
As president of the Australian Workers 
Union I am in a position to say that no 
man gave more trouble to us than the ° 
late gentleman, and there is no mian who 
has sweated his men more than he did. 


Sir GranvittE Ryriez. —That is- not 
_ correct. 
‘Mr. BLAKELEY.,:— The Honorary 


Minister does not: know anything about it. 
Sir Granvirte Ryrie—TI do. 
Mr. BLAKELEY.—You do not. 
‘Mr. SPEAKER.—Order! 
. Mr. BLAKELEY.—The members of 


the Australian Workers Union made his 
money for him, 


in 


_ that training. 


Mr. RicHarp Foster. Sn not ‘talk 
rubbish. - 
Mr; BLAKELEY. —I would aes to 


take honorable members to the Yanco 
shearing shed, where’ I spent an afternoon 
quite recently. I can quite understand 
the honorable gentleman leaving great 
wealth, as his employees were compelled 
to live in hovels or pigsties that were 
unfit for human habitation. However, I 
do not desire to say anything further 
about. that. | 

Mr. Ropesrs. —Was the honorable mem- 
ber there in the capacity, of shearer or 
agitator ¢ 

Mr. BLAKELEY.—The honorable 
member does not know anything about the 
matter. 
understand the question. 
know the sweating. conditions under which 
the employees of this gentleman worked. 

Mr. Fremine.—I know as much about 
the matter as does the honorable member. 

Mr. BLAKELEY.—Honorable mem- 
bers opposite have not had to strike and 
fight and to camp on the banks of creeks 
in order to earn just a living wage at the 
Yanco and other Begh apes in that dis- 
‘rict. . | < 

Sir Ropert Bzsv. Lars is not fair to in- 
troduce a matter of the kind on this Bill. 


Mr. BLAKELEY.—Certain statements | 


Ministerial supporters do not 


They do not — 


having been made, I wish to “put before 


the Tose the views of the members of — 


iy organization. in order that there shall’ | 


be no misconception as to how this money 
wes made, or how the employees of the 
late Sir Samuel McCaughey were treated. 


If the whole of his wealth were to be given 


back to the returned soldiers or their de- © 


pendents, it would be merely finding its - 
way to its proper: destination. 
Mr. 


member think that he-made an a os Se 


¢ will for his country? 


Mr. BLAKELEY.—He made a Foal 
deal of money out of this country, and at — 
the expense of the workers. 

Mr. SPEAKER (Hon. W. Elliot 
Johnson) .—Order! The whole of this 
discussion is irregular. 

Mr. BLAKELEY.—The. ‘McOaughey 
bequest provides that thé sum of about 


ProwsE.—Does not the honorable ~— 


£300,000 shall be devoted to training men 


agricultural, pastoral, and other 
technical work. The proposed Trust — 
will not possibly be able to indore 
Tia Trust of tases mem- 
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bers in New South Wales or Queensland 
were given control of that phase of the 


_ work alone, how could we expect them, 


- 


-vernmeutal activities ? 


acting in an honorary capacity, to give 
the whole of their time and attention to 
matters that are already covered by go- 
They could not, 
and I am sure they would not, do it. 
There is an allocation of about ‘£50, 000 


for beds and cots in hospitals for the 


wives and children of members of the 
Australian Imperial Force, and a like 
amount to be used for special purposes 


to be devised or decided upon by the 


executors. They, I take it, will be the 


executors of the ’McCaughey estate, and 


— disposed of, 


they will instruct the trustees of the Can- 


teens Fund as to how this money shall be 
That arrangement is not 
satisfactory. Once we accept that money 
we undertake certain responsibilities, and 


I believe that the funds cannot be sgatis- 


 factorily administeréd by persons acting 


honorarily, for the reason that they have 


neither the knowledge nor the time to 


deal with highly technical subjects upon 
which large staffs ate employed through- 
out the Commonwealth. There are the 
system of vocational training in con- 


- nexion with the Repatriation Department, 


questions in regard to education. 
will be unfit for the work, which will 
- necessarily be delegated to other persons | 
_ having the necessary knowledge, and who | 
_ will be paid for their services. 
_ present form, the Bill is a mere skeleton ; 
* evidently very litile care has been given 
_ to its preparation. 

goes, it has been explained, but much in 
: _ connexion with these funds has been left 


and the instruction given by the various 


State colleges and experimental farms in 


agriculture, viticulture, horticulture, and 


many other rural pursuits. It is now 
proposed that, in addition to those activi- 
ties, some very estimable. people, known 


i perhaps for their patriotic work, shall be 


given the task of deciding highly ‘technical 
They 


In its 
So far as the measure 


“unexplained... The creation of a huge and 
‘eumbrous committee of trustees is the 


- only tangible scheme contained in the 


_ Bill, together with an all-embracing power 


to make regulations which will be the 
real legislation under which the fund will 
be administered? The Minister would 


act wisely if he recast the Bill, withdraw- 
_ ing it for that purpose if’necessary. In 
a its BEET form it is bound to cause a. 


if Pr rah : 
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good deal of work in Committee. I shall 


move to provide for the creation of three 
head trustees, and Committees of not more 
than four in each State. 
will do the local administration work, and — 
their recommendations will be sent to the 
three head trustees. If the Government 
will not accept that amendment a good 
deal of time will be occupied in discussing 
the Bill, and there will be divisions and 
other delays which should not be neces- 
sary In connexion with a measure of this 
character. If the Government will recast 
the Bill on more definite lines, and give © 
more information to the House, the mea- 
sure will be passed much easier than it is 
likely to be in its present form. 

Mr. FLEMING (Robertson) [9.5.].—It 


is regrettable that we should have had ie 


to listen to a speech such as that which 
has just been delivered. The late Sir 
Samuel McCaughey made his wealth by 
increasing the production of Australia 
through improving what is, after all, the 
chief industry of this country. To no 
man in the history of the Commonwealth 
do we owe more for the improvement of 
our flocks than we do to the deceased 
gentleman, whose memory has been at- 
tacked this evening. Any man who im- 
proves the flocks and herds of the coun- 
try takes no money out of anybody’s 
pocket, but puts money into the pockets 
of the whole community. 

Sir JosepH Coox.—He improved not 
only the flocks, but also the country. — 

Mr. FLEMING.—Just so; 
added to the wealth of the community 
without defrauding anybody. 
were told by the honorable member for 
Darling (Mr. Blakeley), who is president — 
of the Australian Workers Union, that 


the late gentleman made his money by 


robbing the workers. 


Mr. Buaxetey.—Yes, by sweating 
them. | 
Mr. FLEMING.—I know the workers 


in the bush just as well as does the hon- 
orable member, and I) am sure that they 
will take very little pride in the speech 
that has been delivered by their presi- 
dent. On the contrary, they will be ~ 
ashamed of his utterances. 
statement which he made showed that he 
is utterly confused as to the purpose of 
the Bill. He talked about the distribution __ 
of nearly £1,000,000. This measure does | 
not propose to distribute that: sum of 
money. 


The Committees 


and, he © \ 


Yet we 


Another 


@ 
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. Mr. Braxetzy.—The honorable mem- deavoured to show that they are on dif- 
ber knows nothing about the Pull. ferent footings, but clause 6 provides— 

Mr. FLEMING.—What the Bill pro- (1) The trustees shall be charged with the 
poses to distribute is the £500,000 in the duties of— 


canteens fund. The McCaughey bequest (a) receiving and considering doe oaiions 

cannot be distributed by the trustees to se pues soak ee 
Sade et iawe ; m g 

be created under this Bill; they can deal (Heder dependasits (oF) dees emma 

only with the interest on that money. . diers, and from seriously disabled 

The Leader of the Opposition (Mr. soldiers, for assistance and benefits; | 


Tudor) also seemed to have a confused 
idea as to the proposal before the House, 
because he indicated that the! funds 
which are the subject of this legisla- 
tion might be used to relieve the Repa- 
triation Department of some of its obliga- 
tions. It is most definitely laid down 


That applies quite readily and fittinaly 

to the distribution of the canteens fund, 

and if it were laid down definitely that 
that provision apphes only to the canteens 
fund, it would meet the situation exactly. 

But sub-clause b continues— 


that this money shall not be used for any (b) investing in securities of ie Common-_ 
purpose of the sort, and I am sure that wealth or a State, or on fixed de- 
the Government do not propose that it bod Hate Loe’ bao ae af sa 

eV eR . ne } 0! 
should. The Honorary Minister (Sir business in lhe Clonui iene gies eer : 
Granville Ryrie), when explaining the 593° part of the fund as is not imme- ad 
Bill, quoted a letter written in 1917, | diately required. Ke 


which showed that the Government 
had definitely laid down ‘the policy 
that these funds shall not be used to re- 
heve the Repatriation Department in any 
way of its duty to the soldiers. I quite 
agree with the Leader of the Opposition 


(Mr. Tudor) that women should come 
into the administration of this Bill more and Committee ter ee 


than is at present proposed, One of the in another place that. it is hoped that the ~ : 
chief functions of the trustees will be to Whole of the canteens fund will be dis- 
provide for the women and children of ‘tibuted within a period of about six 
soldiers, and we all know that women are months. I think that estimate is too — 
much, better at handling children than S@nguine, but the money is the rightful 
men can ever be. Therefore I cordially property of the soldiers. They provided - 
indorse the suggestion that more, women it, and it belongs to them; it is in no~ 
should be placed on the central Trust, Sense 2 governmental fund. But, there 
I also suggest. that there should be at W2s 20 other method than that which — 
least. one woman on each State Commit. has been devised for the distribution of 
tee. The whole of the administration of the money amongst its rightful- owners. 
the repatriation activities from the cen. AS soon as I returned from abroad my 
tral body down to the hundreds of Com- ‘irst action in the House was to inquire 
mittees distributed throughout the States 38 to what was bemg done with the 
is being altered, and the new scheme canteens fund and to draw attention to 
seems to be as good a one as can be the fact that they should be used for the 
devised. But in every case where they. benefit of the women and children — 
have power to do so, the Government Of the men who fell at the Front. 
should appoint women to positions on I am delighted to see that the Govern- 
Trusts and Committees; for the Re- ment have taken action in that direction ’ 
patriation Committees as ne present con- at the earliest opportunity, but it would — 
stituted do not usually include women. be wise for them to lay down more defi- 
We must have more of the feminine touch uitely a clear-cut distinction between the 
if the Bill is to be administered as suc- funds drawn from the canteens and the : 
cessfully as it should be. - McCaughey bequest.. That would re- ig 
IT have a little cause of By move all difficulties and® complaints aid: 
against the Bill in that it is rather con- to a large extent eliminate the obstrue- — i | 
fused as to the handling of the two tion with which we are threatened wine 
separate funds. I have already en- the measure goes into Committee. ; 


That part apples with ghies ftmese 
to the McCaughey “bequest; but the two 
funds should be kept apart and distinct, — 
so that there would be no confusion in ~ 
the minds of honorable members, and; 
possibly, in the minds of the trustees 
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personal friend of mine. 


< intelligence of the people. 


Hy + 


that great man. 
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Mr, JOWETT (Grampians) [9 16] fi 


should not have risen but for the remarks 
of the honorable member for Darling 
- (Mr. Blakeley) about my late friend, Sir 
Samuel McCaughey. 


Mr. Bruennan.—What a lot of friends 
the millionaire always has! 


Mr. JOWETT.—That remark is quite 
uncalled for, and I .am sure that before 
the evening is over the honorable member 
who made it will be the first to regret it. 
It might have been thought that in the 
discussion of a Bill which deals, among 
other matters, with the administration 
and distribution of one of the most muni- 
ficent bequests ever made for the benefit 
of the people of Australia, some note of 
gratitude would be heard. It would not 
have been. out of place if the House had, 
by resolution, passed a vote of thanks or 
‘vote of appreciation to the memory of 
I say without hesita- 
tion that he was a great man. He was a 
I watched his 
career, and was, to some extent, brought 


a SA contact with him for the last forty 


years. At all events, if it was not 
thought necessary by the leaders of the 


- House to ask honorable members to mark - 


‘in that way their appreciation of the 


-munificence of “the bequest made by the 


late gentleman for the benefit of the 


people of Australia, at least we might 


have been spared the melancholy and dis- 


tressing spectacle of a man who was one 


of Australia’s greatest citizens being 


- traduced on the floor of this House. ” 





_ Mr. Braxerzy.—lt is to be hoped that 


we shall have no more of his kind. 


Mr. JOWETT.—1 trust that we shall 
have no more of this kind of insults to the 
, memory of our great men, and also to the 
It was my 
ig fortune to meet the late Sir 
. Samuel McCaughey very many years 
ago, and to have watched — his career 
daring the last forty years. ‘So ‘far 
coe such a man being regarded as in 


any way the enemy of the people or of. 


any class of the ‘people. of Australia, I 


te think that in his life-time he probably 


dia as much to benefit, not only the whole 
of the people of Australia, but the mem- 


bers of that very Australian Workers 
_ Union, 
m member for Darling has spoken to-night, 
| as aoe other . man who could be named. 


in. whose name the honorable 


Mr. SPEAKER (Hon. W. Elliot 
Johnson ).—Order ! He 
Mr. JOWETT.—I trust that Lam con- — 
fining myself within the four corners. of 


this Bill, which deals with the adminis- — 


tration of the bequest left by my late 
friend. - aN 
Mr. SPEAKER.—I hope that this 
matter will not be pursued any further. 
It was raised in debate, and has been 
sufficiently referred to. I have allowed a — 
little latitude, because of certain re- — 
ferences to the bequests of a deceased. . 
gentleman, which appeared to have some — 
relation to the purposes of this Bill. 
the debate is now developing too much 
into an attack and defence of the deceased 
gentleman himself, and I think ought 
now to return to the Bill; » ; 
Mr. JOWETT.—1t was with a desire — 
to bring the minds of honorable members — 
back to the Bill that'I rose. I find that 
at least half of the funds dealt with by — 


the Bull owe their origin to the muntfi- 
cence of the gentleman whose name has — 


been so freely used to-night. It seemed 
to me, therefore, that this was a most fit- — 
ting opportunity to make some reference 
to the souree of the money with which the © 
Bill deals. ; 

Mr. Buaxetey.—The teduple is that 
the McCaughey bequest is not mentioned 
ip the Bill, | 

Mr, JOWETT—How was it, then, — 
that the honorable member .introduced — 
the name of Sir Samuel McCaughey? It — 
does not lie in his mouth to reproach me ~ 
with introducing into this debate some- — 
thing which does not properly pertain to 
it. As regards the means by which the — 
late Sir Samuel McCaughey made his 
money, so far as I was able to discover in — 
my long acquaintance with him, there 
was not one step which he took ‘that did | 
not redound not only to his credit, but to 
the benefit of the whole of the people of 
Australia. : 

Mr. SPEAKER.—Order ! I must ask — 
ithe honorable member not to poe that — 
subject further. 

Mr. JOWETT.—1 should ‘ ptad if. 
we could ohtain more information from | 
the Government about clause 3, which is 
divided into two paragraphs. The first 
refers to all surplus moneys of canteens, — 
and the second to “any moneys which | 
are transferred to the trustees, and which — 
the Minister, by notice in the Gazette, — 


directs shall form part of the fund.” — 


ies, 
‘ee 


But 
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Mr. SPEAKER. —Order! The hon- 
orable member will be in order in dis- 
cussing principles, but not clauses, at the 
second-reading stage. 

Mr. JOWETT. —I bow with the 
deepest respect to your ruling. I remain 
on my feet only for the purpose of elicit- 
ing further information from the Hon- 
orary Minister (Sir Granville Ryrie) 
regarding the general purport of the 
Bill, which I find is “a Bill for: an 
Act to make provision for the adminis- 
tration and disposal of the funds of Aus- 
tralian Tmperial Force canteens, and for 
other purposes.” Will the Minister dis- 
close to the House what those other pur- 
poses are? I should like not only to 
elicit some information, but to impart a 
little, if I can do so, regarding the other 


* purposes for which the Bill has been in- 


- the place to do so. 


the persons named in the Bill; 


troduced, 

Mr. Roperrs.—Give us a ra on the 
benefactions in the Bill. 

Mr. JOWETT.—I thought I could 
properly introduce that subject by deal- 
ing with the benefactors of the Bill; but 
soparently this is neither the time nor 
I hope to deal fur- 
ther with these details‘in Committee. 

Mr. WEST (East Sydney) [9.25].—It 
is quite evident that the last speaker 
(Mr. Jowett) rose merely for the pur- 
pose of making some very kind remarks 
about the president of the Australian 
Workers Union (Mr. Blakeley). He 
must be totally unacquainted with the 
provisions of the Bill, or he would not 
have made some of the remarks he did 
make. The House is virtually resolving 
itself into a society for the admiration of 
but, in 
my humble opinion, there are other 
people in the community who worked just 


as hard, and deserve just as much credit 


as they do. The Australian Imperial 
Foree canteens showed a sunplus over and 
above the money required to pay their 
expenses. Some of the men who ran the 


~ canteens put their money in to start 


them : 


a ee ae te 


and if the Honorary Minister 
(Sir Granville Ryrie) lkes to look 
up the correspondence from myself to 


the Defence Department on behalf of 


those people, he will find that they were 
done out of their money, which was never 
returned to them. We are dealing in this 
Bill with a0, 000, which has come from 


& 


the soldiers and I am satioteel that if 

the soldiers’ had had the appointment of 
a Trust to administer the fund, those ap- 
pointed would not have been all of the 
one political colour, as the members of 
the Trust proposed by the Government 
are. The Minister for the Nayy (Sir 
Joseph Cock) will remember that we had 
funds similar to this in New South Wales 
for the relief of sufferers from the Bulli 
disaster, the Ly-ee-moon disaster, and . 
others. The Australian people, with that 
magnificent generosity which they always 
show to those who require assistance, con- » 
tributed large sums of money, which were 
vested in trustees, just as this Bill pro- 
poses. In those cases the trustees stuck 
to the money until the oldey people died, 

and the boys and girls, for whom it was. 
intended, grew up. Then they turned 
round ind told us that there was nobody 
to receive the money, and it remained un- 
used for years. 
against the proposed trustees personally, 
but their sympathies and views are so 
much at variance with those of the sec- 
tion that £ come from and represent that 
it is possible, unless the Bill is altered, 


that the fund will not be administered in 


the spirit and intention which the men 
who supplied the money would have ap- 
proved. I urge the Minister to have the 
fund administered in the way in which 
those. men would have administered it 
themselves. The House would lave 
heard nothing about an ‘Inter-State — 
Trust but for an interjection I made 
across the chamber. As soon as I got 


the Bill I saw the flaw in it, and inter- 


jected, when the Minister was speaking, 
that the members of the Trust all came 
from one State, and that there was 
no provision for administration in other 
States. 
not have any one from other States . 
on the Trust, because he would have 
to travel to Melbourne, and that would 
mean additional expenditure.” I am 


sure the proposed trustees will not ad- . 


minister the fund properly. The Minis- 
ter should show his honesty of purpose 
by withdrawing the Bill, and insert- 
ing the necessary new clauses in it. 


That would be a statesman-like way of — a 


dealing with the matter. Those who have 


been in political life for any length of A 
time know that ett tr count for little. 


I have nothing to say © ? 


The Minister replied, “ We can- — 





_ transactions are above suspicion. 


{ 
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¢ : 
Prominent in the Prime Minister’s career 
are the promises made and not carried 
into effect. In my opinion, the promises 
made in regard to the Bill may never be 
fulfilled. I have nothing to say against 
the gentleman whose bequest will form 


part of the fund that will be the subject 


of the proposed Trust. ._ He became a 
millionaire, and no one believes that any 
one can become a millionaire all of whose 
As to 
his money, he could not take it with him. 
Naked we come into the world and 


naked we go-out of it again. I 
think it is a°good thing. J feel sure 
that Mr. Ashton and Sir Joseph 
Carruthers, who. are trustees under his 


will, and derive kudos from their con- 
nexion with his affairs, being public men, 
will not allow themselves to be deprived 
of anything that would decrease their 
political importance. I understand that 
some of his ‘money was devised for the 
promoting of classical study at the 
University, and that there are bequests 
in ald of technical education as well, for 
the benefit of the children of soldiers. I 
knew the old fellow, and on one occasion 
stopped three days at his house. No 


doubt he was a good business man, and, 


like most Scotchmen, if he spent £1 he 
got £2 for it. It will always be my en- 
deavour to see that funds subscribed for ~ 


philanthropic purposes are administered 
- in the spirit that prompted the beneficence 


of the givers. That will happen only 


“ when persons like myself are charged with 


experience of affairs, 


their administration. I have had a long 


and have | been 


- trustee of many funds, and still am a 


trustee. 


and shows no special ability on the part 


of the draftsman, though he may have 


~ 


was earned in the canteens 


the excuse that ya Abe it on the infor- 
mation that was given to him, and was 
badly informed. It is not tear whether 
the children who are to benefit are to re- 


ceive a weekly allowance or occasional 


doles, or whether widows are to be set 
up in businesses. The £500,000 which 
was con- 


tributed by those who drank beer and 
spirits most freely, because it was out of 


; : sf their profits. 
only a small measure; 





alcoholic drinks that the canteens made 
We are told that this is 
but it contains 
vital principles. Parliament should see 
that those for whom the money of which 


it disposes is intended get what has ‘been 


as for them. The Bill does not 


[28 Apriz, 1920.] 


This is a very crude measure, 
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show .how the money is to be ap- 
portioned. Apparently, the Minister 
got a letter from Dr, Mary Booth, 
and it. frightened him, because she 
is one of his constituents, and an 
opponent, and a pretty strong one — 
at that. I hope that we shall be told | 


‘definitely who are to be appointed to the 


Committees in the various States. In 
my opinion, this fund should be adminis- 
tered by representatives of the soldiers, 
not by ornamental society leaders. If 
you want a tooth drawn, you go, not to 
a stonemason, but to a dentist. At the 
present time nearly all those at the head 
of public affairs have a string of letters 
after their name so long that they we 
well be called alphabetical people, and 
some of them have so many letters in 
front of their name as well, that to ad- 
dress a letter to them in full would take 
from 9 in the morning untrl 5 in the 
evening. The Minister for the Navy (Sir 
Joseph Cook) remembers the Bulli disas- 
ter in New South Wales, which brought 


into’ existence a fund, the trustees of 
which became regular professional 
philanthropists. They invested — the 
money that had been subscribed for 
the victims of the disaster, appointed 
one friend as secretary and an- . 


other as clerk, and applied the interest 

in miserable doles, such as were not in- 
tended by the subscribers, a woman with — 
six children receiving 6d. a day for a- 
child, and the children of the sufferers 

being treated as if they were different 

from other children. A well-known 

teetotaller in Sydney was in charge of © 
the administration of the fund, and ad- 
ministered it in such a way that after- 
wards persons could not be got to sub- 
scribe to similar funds, and in New South > 
Wales the fountains of charity were for- 
a number of years sealed up. These can- — 
teen profits were made chiefly by the sale : 
of alcohol. 

Sir JosepH Coox.—No; that is not so. — 
Mr. WEST.—I have been in. some of | 
the canteens myself. 

Sir Josepx Coox.—Does the honorable 
member not know that Mr. Lockyer made > 
a new brand of beer containing only ae 
per cent. of alcohol? . 


Mr. WEST.—It could not be called : 
tea; it was beer, and not tea. Cold tea 
was no good to the soldiers. Whe 

Mr. James Pacu.—Tell the Minister 


for the Navy about the Bulli Fund. | 
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-. Mr. WEST.—The right ‘honorable 
gentleman knows all about it. I am sure 


that he believes that its administration is 
no credit to those who have charge of it. 

Sir JosEra Cook. ae is not a similar 
proposal. 

_. Mr. WEST.—1I should like to know 
what is the difference. The right honor- 
able gentleman is pretty cute as a poli- 
tician, and I know no one who could more 
cleverly show that black is white; but he 
cannot explain the difference. 
_ Sir Josep Coox.—I could not make 
west into east. 

Mr. WEST.—And the right honorable 
gentleman could not make the people of 
Kast Sydney break away from West. He 
tried very hard to do so; but they would 
not listen to him, and he had to. clear 
out. When the people of Hast Sydney 
got West, they stuck to him, as they 
knew when they had a good thing. . I ad- 
vise the Government to withdraw this 
Bill, and submit another proposal which 
will set out specifically what is to be 
done in the distribution of these funds. 
I am aware that the measure was passed 
im another place, but I never take much 
notice of that other place, because this is 
the business House of this Parliament, 
since it controls the finances. 


Sir Josepn Coox.—This is the people’s 


House. 


Mr. WEST.—It ought to be, but IT am 


afraid that it is not just now. I am 
osgatished. that, in  yvespect to the 
McCaughey bequest, the trustees of Sir 
Samuel McCaughey’s will will not, permit 
any of the funds in their charge to be 
dealt with in any other way than that 
provided for in the will of which they are 
executors. Mr. Carruthers and Mr. Ash- 
ton are pretty cute men, and know well 
the duties of an executor of a will. The 
honorable member for 
Robert Best) has agreed that this Bill 
should make provision for State re- 
presentation in connexion with this 
 Trast.. The Government ‘would do 
well to take note of that, as 
_ Majority is not very large, and the 
- Corner party are not quite to be de- 
_ pended upon. 

vernment wish to keep their jobs, they 
will, 
manner. I appeal to them again to per- 
- mit this Bill to be so framed that the 
- administration of these funds may be 
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Kooyong (Sir 


their 


If members of the Go-. 


in the circumstances, take my tip, 
and carry out their duties in a proper 





pa in the hands of ence ee know 
something of the conditions of those whom 
it is intended to benefit by their distribu- 

tion. | 


Dr. EARLE PAGE (Cowper) [9. ral a 
fT am one of those who are responsible 
for the existence of the surplus canteens 
fund. I should like, therefore, to say a 
few words about their distribution. The 
way in which I usually became acquainted 
with the canteens fund at the inception 
of the canteens was by putting a couple of 
pounds into the proposal to enable a start 
to be made. I never happened to be 
there at any time when there was to be a 
distribution of profits. I have been dis- 
appointed to-night to find that there 
appears to be a general desire on the 
part of the Government and the House - 
to, get ‘rid’ of | tits £500,000 of “ag? 
cumulated profits in the quickest possible 
time. It has been suggested that these 
funds should be distributed in the course 
of about six months. 
honorable member for Robertson (Mr. 
Fleming) that some means of dealing — 
with this money should be devised, other 


than the paying of it out as a sort of — 


extra war gratuity in the way which has 
been suggested. 


should be met by the whole of the people 


of this country. Those who have suffered. 
by reason of the war should he treated 
in the most generous fashion, and not 


in a casual way. It this £500,000 


is distributed in a 


to honorary trustees and honorary ad-: 

visory Boards, there will be nothing what- — 
ever to show for it. It seems to me that — 
the suggestion put forward by Sir 
Samuel McCaughey in his will is one 
which might properly be followed by this 
House in the disposition of the surplus — 
eanteen funds. 
of the McCaughey bequest is to ee de- 
voted to education, and, in my view, the 
£500,000 of. canteen surplus — 


education of the orphans of men 
who fell on the other side, or of men 
who have returned disabled to Australia. 


Tf the Government take the step of aug- ee 
menting the. McCaughey bequest in this 
fashion there will not be Salaam ic) a of 





I agree with the — 


The benefits provided 
for under clause 6 of the Bill appear /to —_ 
me to be benefits already provided for by . 
other legislation passed by this Parlia- 
ment, and are benefits the cost of which _ 


casual way, as. 
it will be if we leave its distribution ~~ 


An amount of eeguonn (8 


: profits ne Mg 
should be set, aside to provide ‘for the 








imnilar oh slioy during hae li e- ne. 

will give’ eenerously towards such a fund, 
-.‘and make secure the future education of 
the orphans of the men who died in doing 
i _ their duty to their country. It is easy 
- enough now to be generous, because the 're- 
membrance of the war, and the ‘terrible 
» danger we escaped, is present; ‘but in ten 
or fifteen years’ time, when the boys and 
‘girls are growing up, there wall be less 
LA inclination to Handle their cases liberally. 
i ee suggest that the sum I suggest. should 
be capitalized and appropriated. in 2. 
oe similar way to what is suggested in the 
_. McCaughey will. I further suggest that 
: oa one of the executors, or at least a nominee 
x of the executors of | the will, should be one 
. of the Trust) which has the ‘administration 

of the fund. I go further, and suggest 
that, as well as an Advisory Board “for 

























_ direct to the electorates for the next body 
of advice, and not. worry ‘about State ad- 
ministration. There are only seventy-tive 
electorates, and if we distributed the 
money, even under the present arrange- 
ment, it, would mean £7,000 or £8,000 mm 
each electorate. 
 yisory body as well-as a central body, we 
shall have continual circumlocution, and 
a great deal of expense, awa thn. very little 
Molisfaction to, anybody... Ne 

, Sir Josnrm Coox. We hae to link up 
with the Repatriation. Commitices of each, 
State. ie) 

ear. 
_patriation Committees could much more 
© readily work in the electorates than in 
the States. One of the difficulties of re- 
‘ patriation is that its administration is 
not sufficiently centralized. It seems to 
‘ane that the country children will be ] penal- 




















tance from the centres of education, and 
these are the children who should receive 
he greatest benefit under the will, I 
think it goes without saying that the 
constituted Trust should be from one 
entre. There is no reason whatever 
‘any State jealousy; and if the sug- 


oa i bore) made fot, Beierate Ad- 


tr “JAMES PAGE Gbalah [9.54]. 
i ill not detain the House many 
8 be ey: ct end to ae a A a 





the central administration, we should go. 


Tt there ag a. Bias ad, 


ized in the future by reason of their dis-. 


EARLE PAGE cee Total fhe 


-eanteens throughout *the Commonwealth, 


the soldiers, either’ at the Front or in fen 
Commonwealth. i on "I 





ness. 


as far as any man could, and the others 


18 





or eb, because I was interested in the 
helt funds: as a member of the War 
Couneil in Queensland. All the positions 
vuder this Bill are honorary, and, (there- 
fore, the Country party cannot be accused. 
of not aiming at economy on this occa- — 
sion. When the Repatriation Bill was 

under consideration, the Minister: im. 
charge of it (Mr. Poynton) very ene 
edly said that all the business connected — 
with the returned soldiers, particularly — 
the pensions business, should be carried | 
ou under one root. The Bill before us| 
affects none but the soldiers themselves; ; 








this is practically the soldiers’ fund, to 


which they themselves contributed, some 
directly and many of them indireetly ‘s 
and if there is any part of the nine | 
that should be brought under one roof 14 
is this. -The Repatriation Department, 
with its great staff, should. take over the 
distribution of this fund. "hi 
I have no fault to find with any ‘of 
the persons who have been named in tho © 
Bill as trustees. One or two of them, 
as I know from personal observation, 
devoted the whole of their time, and in’ 
many instances much of their. uaneae to 4 
making the canteens a success. |‘ Mrs.’ 
Deakin, the widow of the late Hon. 
Alfred Deakin, did honorary work dices 
the war second to that of no woman in. 
the Commonwealth; and if any one de- 


‘serves a position on this Board or Com- z 


mittee it is that lady. Then there is: 
Mr. Lockyer. Perhaps honorable mem- 
bers, or the soldiers themselves, do not 

know the interest that that man took 

mm, work of the kind, vistieal ne 

in connexion with the canteen busi- ‘ 
There was six months’ leave of 
absence due to him for long and meri- 
torious services in the Commonwealth, 
and he devoted that leave to fixing! up the’ . 





For all’ that work he hoped for no re- : 
ward, and took none; and now, ‘at the 
“final flutter,’ he comes forward and. 
offers his services free. 

There is no party polities in ‘his Be 
Some of the gentlemen mentioned are 
good men. .We know, for instance, what 
the Hon. George Swinburne, of Victoria, - 
has done. He has done his “ bit” here 


were all engaged in Rae connected with 





_ to see, under the regulations, 


Australian ; 
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Then, again, I think the ladies who 
have been the leading lights of the Red 
Cross Society here deserve some recog- 
nition. Some of them were wholly 
and solely devoted to the welfare of the 
soldiers across the seas. They denied 
themselves of every pleasure, and in 
many cases of every comfort, in order 
to help the boys who went to the Front; 
and as there is no provision made for 
their recognition in the Bill, I should like 
one, or, 
perhaps, three of them, appointed to the 
advisory bodies. No one could admin- 
ister this part of the business better than 
some of the women of Australia. 

- IT agree with my namesake, the honor- 
able member for Cowper (Dr. 
Page), in the suggestion that this money 


should be capitalized in _ perpetuity. 
There is, Youghly speaking, . about 
£1,000, 000. 


Mr. Bowpen.—What would ‘eventually 

become of the capital? 
Mr. JAMES PAGE.—In fifty years’ 
time, what will that matter to us? Tf 
this £1,000,000 were invested at the pre- 
sent rate of interest, there would be an 
income of £60,000 per annum. 

Mr. Bowpen. —What is that mes So 
many? - 

Mr. JAMES PAGE.—Has the boner 
able member ever known what it is to 
want a “quid”? Personally, I think 
that if from this fund could be distri- 
buted a few shillings per week to some 
of the widows and orphans now receiving 
assistance from the Repatriation Depart- 
ment, it would prove, in many instances, 


a godsend. In moving the second reading 
of this Bill the Minister said that he 


did not expect the. money to last more 
than six months, and that the Trust would 
endeavour to get rid of it as speedily as 
possible. 

Sir Granvirre Ryrre.—Did not the 
- honorable member advocate the payment 
of the war gratuity in cash? 


Mr. JAMES PAGE.—I did not advo- 


eate it, but I voted for it. 


Sir Cui wee Ryriz.—And now that , 


the Government propose to pay cash the 
honorable member wishes to have this 
money tied up 

Mr. JAMES PAGE.—If the Govern- 
ment desire to throw it about, by all 
means let them do so. Thank God the 


a 
% 


. pecentors 


some value in the-years to come. 


Farle. 
tribute amongst necessitans cases. 


amongst necessitous cases. 


fe the late Sir ‘Samuel 
McCaughey will not allow them to throw 
his bequest about. That has been tied 
up in such a fashion that it will be of — 
Do 
Ministers imagine that in ten years time 
the public of Australia will think as much 
of those men who went across the seas to 
save this country as they do to-day? 
Time works wonders. Every day the 
children of those who fell in the war will 


‘be growing up, and in a few years many 


of them will be able to look after them- — 
selves. It would be wisdom on the part of © 
the Government to add to this fund one — 
million pounds or two million pounds, so 
that the Trust might have interest 
amounting to £1803000 annually to qe 3 
That — 
would be money very wisely invested in- 
deed. But it will not take long for the 
fund to disappear if it is distributed inv _ 
the way that has been suggested. How- | 
ever, I recognise that it is idle for me or 
any member of the Opposition to make 
recommendations .to the. Minister. But 
the people outside will take notice of 
those who wished to do the best that is 
possible for the widows and orphans of 


our fallen soldiers. 


Sir Jossru Coox.—Is it not a fact Pe 
Mr. Lockyer discussed this matter with 
the representatives of the soldiers, so that” 
the scheme provided in the Bill is laveely 
the result of their own conclusions ¢ After \ ‘ 
all, it is the soldiers’ money, is it not? 

Mr. JAMES PAGE.—Why does ae | 
State enact legislation to prevent people — 
getting drunk? Is it not to save thom — 
from themselves? If the Minister for 
the Navy (Sir Joseph Cook) had very 
little to come and go upon, and if he ~ 
were offered his choice between £100 now — 
and £100 distributed. over’ ten years, Us 
know which he would choose. Bute ie 

Sir Josrpx Coox.—This is the sol-_ 
diers’ money, and it is only the difficulty — 
of returning it to them that is Epa DIS ; 
for it being dealt with in this way. i 

_Mr. JAMES PAGE. Ministers say 
that the money ‘is to be distributed © 
I do not be- | 
lieve that there is a single soldier eh a 


if consulted, would not say, “ Whatever x 


my cut is out of it, give it to the widows — ee 
and orphans of those who have fallen.” 


' When we were oe si oy canteen ; 





‘¢ WAP rRS it PITA cal oO Lely pobre Vins) Re tae Soh I* MAES SRD) Mae fee | ae nove on oe, (aaae Ai 
f sae Buta rain Ath ia On Ae ad RAS ak As ih AN Nav WR At 
eve Cr PRE | AAW SOL yh) BUNTY is Weather thy ame 
ft a SNS Nae " ‘ VIF 





Canteens Funds Bill. SH 


ae Pe rshans afte the fain ie been 
sold, there remained a certain amount of 
money to be distributed. A vote was 
taken as to what should be done with it, 
and I am pleased to say that there was 
not one soldier who did not say, “ Give 
it to the widows and orphans of our mates 
who fell overseas.” They have paid this 
money, they have “boozed” it up, and 
they are quite satisfied that the surplus 
shall go in the direction I have indicated. 
_ I agree with the honorable member for 
: Cowper that if the money were invested 
wisely a good deal might be done with it. 

RY Sir JossrpH Coox.—He does not look 
as if he “ boozed”? much. 

Mr. James Page.—He said that he put 
~ +a couple of “ quids” into the fund. A man 
does not need to be a drunkard to contri- 
_ ‘bute,to a fund of the kind, he merely re- 
quires to have a drink now and again, 
just as I do. 

/. Sir Josupy Coox ce money has 
been made out of 2d. beer. 
AY Mr. JAMES PAGE.—If the Minister 
has not had’ a “booze” 
the camps here, he occupies a unique 
position. IL have never known a Min- 
ister to visit a camp without having some- 
_. thing to drink, even if it were lemonade. 
‘Sir Josupx Cook. — Amongst Mr. 
Lockyer’ s achievements, he iddiesd the 
authorities to brew a new kind of beer 
| for the canteens, 
1) Mr. JAMES PAGE. Aad it took so 


drunk that the canteens became more 
profitable than they would otherwise have 
been. As one who was associated with 
_ Mr. Lockyer on the canteens in Queens- 
land, I’wish to pay my tribute to him for 
ay what he has done for the soldiers and 
cones Australia. 
' .Sir Josrpx Coox.—lIt is mainly his 
aan suggestion that we should act in this 
Pe aWwaAy 
A “e JAMES PAGE “pat 
; en liinde of counsellors there is os 
__eyen if those counsellors are only Labour 
_ ‘men. Mr. Lockyer may not have thought 
of the wisdom of investing this money. 
But if he and the Government think that 
Pah: the method provided is the best for deal- 
ing with this matter, I have no objection 

to urge. 








drawn loosely in order to give the Trust 
ie ee power that we can. 


[28 ‘Aprin, 1920.] 


in the canteens in 


much more of that beer to make the men 


‘in the 


Sir Josrpx Coox.—The Bill has been 


| War Gratuity Bill. 


Mr. 
the Repatriation Department 
which it is intended to constitute. - __ 

Mr. Ropvenrs.—That Department has 
neither created the fund nor endowed it. 


Mr. JAMES PAGE—No. 


the equitable distribution of the money 
;amongst the widows and orphans of de- 
ceased soldiers. So far as I am con- 
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JAMES PAGE—T believe that 
should — 
know nothing of the doings of the Trust 


. 


0 cae 
understand why this seheme has been put — 
forward. It is intended to ‘provide for — 


cerned, I wish it all the good luck that 


can attend it. 
the trustees to be appointed, and particu- 
larly in’ Mrs. Deakin and Mr. Lockyer. 


With them upon the Trust I am certain — 
that the fund will be as well administered _ 


I have implicit faith in 


as 1t would be if | were a member of , 


the Trust myself. 


Debaiei(on motion by Mr. euiet 


adjourned. 
House adjourned at 10.12 p.m. 





Senate. 
Thursday, 29 April, 1920. 


The Preswent (Senator the Hon, T. ie 
Givens) took the chair at 3 p.m, and 


read prayers. 


WAR GRATUITY BILL. 


The PRESIDENT announced the re- — 
ceipt of a message intimating that the — 


House of Representatives: had agreed to 


the amendments made by the Senate in : 


this Bill. 


VISIT OF PRINCE OF WALES. 


Amwyesty to Minirary anp NavaL > 
PRISONERS. 


ister for Defence, upon notice— 


In view of the visit of His Royal Highness : 


the Prince of Wales, will the Minister submit 


to Cabinet a proposal for the release of all © 


members of the Australian Imperial Force or 


ae GARDINER asked the Min- 


Naval Forces who served during the war, who © 


are at present serving time either in Australia _ 


or abroad? 


Senator PEARCE.—It is not Aron 


to extend any further 
prisoners. 


to 18th July, 1919, in respect of purely 


clemency. to — 
All. sentences awarded prior. 
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military offences only, have been re- 
mitted, and are still being remitted on 
the © disembarkation of the military 
prisoners in their districts in Australia. 
Also, in regard to sentences: awarded 
before that date for offences ordinarily 
punishable by civil law, an automatic re- 
mission of three weeks for every three 
months (not exceeding twelve months in 
all) is granted. In addition, all such 


‘@ases are subsequently reviewed, and very ° 


‘substantial further remissions have been 
made. All sentences awarded after 18th 
July, 1919, are reviewed by a Sentences 
_Revisory Committee, and many remissions 
have been granted. The greater propor- 
tion of sentences which have not been 
altogether remitted under the amnesty 
have been awarded for very grave 
eriminal offences,.such as manslaughter, 
stealing, robbery. with violence, wounding 
with intent, forgery, &e, | 


WATERSIDE WORKERS 


Inquiry into Conpirions oF 
EMPLOYMENT. ri 


Banner KEATING asked the Min- 
_ ister representing ) the: Prime Minister, 
pon notice— 


1. The nature and scope of the proposed in- 
quiry into the conditions of nA Sa ti of 
waterside workers in; Sydney ? mM es 
2) 18 it intendéd that such inquiry shall 
_ Bupersede, supplement, or in any way affect: 
judicial action in respect of any proceeding. 
| or proceedings pending in the Arbitration 

ee 
| . Will the findings and evidence upon such 
ee ie be published or be: made’ srigge atan for 
any such judicial action? 

4. Will the findings and , evidence. upon. a 
similar Melbourne inquiry last year by the 


Royal Commission (Mr. ecimtaa ds be pub- 
lished, and when? t ty ete 

De if not, why! nat? 

Senator MILLEN, +-/The answers _ 
are— 


_ Ae Tt is, proposed. to appoint a tribunal to 
inquire into the conditions of the Sydney 
waterside workers,’ with a view to effecting a 
settlement; of matters. in dispute on. similar 
Iines to. those adopted: in the case, of the: Mel- 
bourne wharf. workers, including provision for 

-+(a) ,Preference: fon original "Joyalists; (Dids'; 
preference for returned. soldiers; (¢) equality 
‘of: opportunity for. employment ‘for all others. 

It is proposed that the tribunal’ shall. consist © 
of one representative of the ship-owners, one, 
_Yepresentative of the Waterside Workers Fede- 
ration, and an independent ehairman, -to be 
selected: by the parties by mutual agreement, 

or, in the event of disagreement,. to be nomi- 
natek by the Commonwealth: Government, 


nu i Beep te Wile ryt ae ree ried i 





State: Bank builds for’ any person, and on 


allotted to soldier settlers. 






2 ae cH The anes. uu 
not have legal sanction. ‘The tribunal is, in 
effect, a conference called by the’ Government 
‘to settle a long-standing dispute arising out 
of the seamen’s “strike, for which there appears 
to be\no legal remedy. The parties will be 
asked to accept the findings of the tribunal 

when made, and abide by them, 

4. No.evidence is available. There is no ‘ob: 
4 te to publication of the pipe Ana 
. See No. 4. feud Se 
WAR SERVICE HOMES. ieee 
Senator NEWLAND asked the Mim-  ~ 


ister for Repatriation, upon notice— . 


” 


1. Is it a fact that there are three depart- 


~ments engaged in the work of building soldiers’ — 8 
homes in it Australia, viz., the State Bank, . 


the War Service’ Homes Commissioner (through mn 
the Commonwealth Bank), and the Soldiers’ Geen 
Land Settlement Committee? AG 
20 Is it) as fact that:at is, now proposed ip Meo) 
establish a separate branch of the War Ser- — 
vice Homes Commission for the purpose of 
erecting homes for returned soldiers? | 
3. Is it a fact that the annual cost of such : 
branch, will be in the neighbourhood of £6, 000 At, 
yearly for salaries alone? eg 
4. Have there been any complaints Maden Ter, 04" 
carding the work done, or on account of any’ 
delays with regard to the work undertaken 
by the State Bank in South Australia? Koo 
5. How many homes have been built by the — 
State Bank and Land Settlement Commie Pah 
of South Australia? | 
6. How many by the Cdinuipieeate Degas 
ment through the Commonwealth Bank? = 
7. What is the rate of interest Meo in 
geen with soldiers’ homes by—. ‘g 
(a) the South Australian, State Bank; 
(b) the Commonwealth Department. 
What is the maximum period allows ay eae. 
repayment by— 
(c) the South Australian State ieee is: 
(d) the Commonwealth Department? 9) 6.” 
8. Does the Minister think that a Furies! Hy 
duplication of State and Federal i seis basa 
is necessary or advisable? ee 


Senator MILLEN. Hay War Serv 











‘returned soldiers and their ieccanas 


Soldiers’ Land Settlement Committee controls ae 
the expenditure for improvements — on. hiya as ee 
2. At the present time the Comduianienlth i 
Bank; under an agreement with the War Ser- — 
vice. Homes Commissioner, administers. certain — 
portions of the War Service’ Homes Act, but 
in the near future all construction work will a, 
be carried out by the Commission itself. It 
is to provide machinery for this work that a 
separate branch of the. Commission, | ‘in sub- 
stitution for the construction beat had of the ~ 
ee | 


















hy 4 and 5. I cannot BAY. |: hous! 


‘eourse of erection, whilst tenders, have been 
invited for seventy- -three others. | 
7. (a) 43 per cent. where the applicant re- 





ceived a salary not exceeding £300 per year,» 


5 per cent. where the applicant receives over 
£300 per year in salary and a deposit of at 
least 40 per cent. of the value of the property; 
(b) 5 per cent.; no deposit is required; (c) I 
understand the period is 42 ba Ba ie thirty- 
seven years. © | 





8. See answer to 2. te ig an obligation on. 


mene Sher War Teka Homes Commissioner. to pro- 

; vide homes for discharged. members of the 

Poy australian Imperial Force, irrespective of the 

salary they may be receiving or of whether 

_. they are possessed of the requisite deposit) re- 
- quired ba the State Housing Scheme. 


PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE. 


‘ Motion (hy eee, ‘Mmrey) agreed 
a 
de yee ey rao Validate ‘ean ae provisions | of 
_ the Commonwealth Publie Works 
_ Aet 1913-1917, the following senators be ap- 
* pointed | members of the Parhamentary Stand- 
fe > ing Committee on Public Works, viz., Senator 
Henderson, Senator Needham, 
_ Newland. Hee a 


‘ “PUBLIC ACCOUNTS COMMITTEE. 


Motion (by Senator ‘“Mniew) need 
ie to— # 
“That, in sehatdoanes in. ihe provisions of 


1917, the following senators be : appointed 
: _ member's of the Joint Committee of Public 
Accounts, ‘viz., Senator — Crawford, ‘Senator 
oe Earle and Senator McDougall. 


AUSTRALIAN SOLDIERS’ 
REPATRIATION BILL. 


' In Committee (Consideration of House 
“oi Representatives’ amendments) : 
Clause 8— . 


a 1. The Commission shalt Dance of three 
- membérs, who shall be hdaemami by ‘the Go- 
_ yernor-General.. 

2. A duly snehentenies intpadieation, recog- 
§ nised or acknowledged | by the Minister as being 
a body representing returned. soldiers through- 



















Minister a list containing the names of not 
ss than three persons from which the organi- 
tion recommends. that a selection be made 
a person to be appointed as one of the Com- 
ssioners, and the Governor-General may 
point a person selected. from. that list to 
raed of the Commissioners. is 

ouse ‘of Representatives? Amendments— 
Pe A, duly authenticated” and 
v5 omit “recognised or acknowledged by 


Np nd suegees bi ent iki 80 ssninanincial a 





(2 ben 1990.) 


6. In addition twenty-six haute are in‘ 


Committee ie 


and Senator : 


_ out. the words 


the Committee of Public’ Accounts Act 1913-, 


zation to which you belong? — 
Senator FOLL.—I hold no brief for 


at the Commonwealth, may submit to the 


insert . 


Minister as being a body”; omit “that 
, _ political organization to submit one | 





Repatriation Bill. 





“Senator MILLEW (New South Wale ‘ 


Minister for. Repatriation) [3.8]—In © 


‘dealing with the amendments made by — 


the House of Representatives in this ea 
as, it left the Senate, I should like first of 
all to intimate that most of them are 
non-controversial, inasmuch as they pro- 
vide merely for. greater clarity of lan- 


guage, a little liberalization in respect to 


-one, or two classes of dependants, and 


generally are such as I feel sure the Sen _ 


ate will accept as improvements in the 
Bill) There are only two amendments — 
in Epon of which I propose to ask the — 
Senate to disagree with what has been 


proposed by the. other branch of the lo : 
I shall indicate those as we pro- 


lature. 
ceed. The House of Representatives has 
struck out the words ‘‘ A duly are | 


That. the amendment be agreed to, 


Motion: agreed to. 


Senator MILLEN (New South Wales— | 


Minister for Repatriation) [3.11].—The 
House of Representatives has also struck 


ledged by the Minister as being a body ’’ 
That is practically a consequential. amend- 
ment upon the. first. J move— 

That the amendment be agreed to. 


Senator FOLL (Queensland) [3.12]. a 
“I did not hear the Minister very well, 
‘and thought he was asking the Coramittea ” 
| i 
‘sincerely hope that they will not be 


to disagree with these amendments. 


agreed to, because. if we provide for any 
organization at all to submit names for — 
membership of the Commission we shall 


immediately open the door to log-rolling 
' Im its very worst form. : 
Garpiver.—You think | log: ; 


Senator 


cated’? and inserted the word ‘‘ tras sly: 
I move— i 


‘recognised or acknow- s 


rolling should be confined to the ongnnt |, " 


any particular organization. I belong 


to two, one of which’ is political and the 


other non-political.- We have had “in 


Queensland such an experience of log-roll- 
ing that I-ask the Committee to consider 





seriously before opening, the door to any | 
organization, political or non-political, to 


-submit names for a seat on the Commis- 


sion. If I had heard the Minister clearly — 
TI should have asked him to ‘reconsider 4 


words :“‘ any non-political organization,’” 
because if we once open the door for a 


i wa Dey 
ty \e ad | \ 
vik 
he lees 


the matter and to aeree to insert the 3 


. 
et 
See 
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we immediately give the Government 
then in power an opportunity to make a 
political appointment. Suppose, for in- 
stance, that the. party of which Senator 


- Gardiner’ is a member occupied the Trea- 


sury bench. What would be the position 
then ? 
Senator Mitien.—Perhaps that 1s 


_ what you are afraid of. 


ica 


a Soldiers’ 


form a Soldiers’ 
will 


Senator FOLL.—We have every reason 
to be afraid of it. If there is a Labour 
Government in power, and a body of 
men form themselves into what they call 
Labour party—and they have 
as much right to do so as others have to 
National party—what 
happen? We know that our 
opponents are experts at log-rolling. 

Senator GarpINER.—You surely do ‘Hot 
mean that? 


Senator FOLL.—I do mean ab; eran 


of our recent experiences in Queensland. 


Labour Government, 


My colleagues from that State can bear 
out what I say; A few men could form 
themselves into an organization and 
claim to be a soldiers’ organization, for 
the purpose of submitting a name to the 
and the Labour 
Government could accept the nomination, 
with the result that the appointment 
would immediately become a political 
appointment. 
that the Returned Sailors and Soldiers 


Imperial League should be the only body 
with the right to submit names. 


Let 
any soldiers’ organizations submit names, 
so long as they are non-political organi- 
zations; but if once we allow political 
organizations to’ submit names, we imme- 
diately open the door for the making of 
political. appointments by whatever 
Government happens to 
Treasury bench at the time. 

Senator MILLEN (New South Wales— 
Minister for Repatriation) [3.15].—1I dis- 
sent from Senator Foll’s suggestion that 


the party which happens to be in charge 
of the Treasury bench for the time being - 


should decline to pass legislation which 
would be regarded as acceptable as long 
as that party remained in power, simply 


for fear of something that a future Go-- 


vernment may do. We ought to pass the 
thing if we think it right, irrespective of 
what any future Government may elect 
to do with it. The honorable senator’ 
wishes the right of nomination to be 
limited to non-political parties. Frankly, 
I do not know such a thing. I hear all 


sorts of parties calling themselves non- 


[SENATE.] _ 


I am not advocating — 


be on the 







OOS eer 
prt (ites to i 


political, ‘ut in the last eee bit § is s found 
“that they drift 


into politics 
later. Even the principal -Soldiers 
League calls itself non-political, but if 
you “read its manifesto you find that half 


the items are debatable subjects which 


enter into the realm of politics. 


Senator Fott.—They are not afitiated | 


with any present party. 
senator 


sooner or 


MILLEN.—They are not 80 





affiliated to-day, but it is clear that they — 


are endeavouring to form a party them- 
or, alternatively, that they will — 


selves, 
support whatever political party tries to 
achieve the objects for which they stand. 
It is largely a matter of camouflage to 


talk of non-political parties to-day. Any — 


number of instances could be quoted of 


organizations, formed for quite desirable 


objects, that started out with the: de- 


claration that they were non-political, 
but before long took an active part at 


elections in backing those candidates who | 


promised to support the things they de- 
sired to achieve. If they are loyal to 


which come to their hand, in order to 


their objects, they must use all the teols 


attain them. Senator Foll need not be ~ | 


alarmed about this matter. 
nary citizen walking in the streets has 
the right to nominate anybody. He can 


write to the Minister enclosing the nomi- 
nation of somebody else, or even of him-— 


self, as a member of ‘ys: Commission, but 


The ordi. * 


te. responsibility of making the selection — Ay 


falls on the Minister. 


Whether the 


nomination is made by one or twenty 


organizations does not impair the-two 


facts 


ultimately falls the responsibility of “gay- 


ing which of the persons nominated he 
deems best for the position. Iam unable _ 
and there: © 


to share Senator Foll’s fears, 


: first, that the right exists tolday, 
and, secondly, that upon the Minister — 


fore ask the Committee to agree to Bs Pea 


amendment made by another pieces 
Motion agreed to: 


Further verbal amendment agreod. to. 
Clause 10— 


Subject to this Act, the nest bor the 


Commission first appointed under this Act shall 
hold office for the term of five years, and shally) 74) 
be eligible for re-appointment. © ie 


House of Representatives’ | 
Omit “five” and insert “three”. = « 


Senator MILLEN (New South Wales— eis 
‘Min. ster for Repatriation) [3.19 This 
is one of the amendments with which I | 
propose to ask the Committee to ey. ia 


I move, accordingly — 3 
That the amendment be cpperat to. 


amendment. SN aes 
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_ The Bill provided a term of five years for 
the Commission. Another place has re- 
ee duced that term to three years. We are 
giving the Commission very wide powers. 
___ Having largely of our own volition passed 
those powers into the hands of the Com- 
mission, we ought to give the Commission 
such security of tenure as will insure its 
exercise of those powers in a free and in- 
dependent way. We recognise that prin- 
ciple in appointing Judges for life, in 
order that they may perform their duties 
without the necessity of shaping their 
course so as to secure re-appointment. 
Most. Commissions are appointed for 
seven years, 
term in this case. In view of the work 
_ to be accomplished, seven years would be 
_ too long; but five years is a reasonable 
period. I ask the Committee to disagree 
with the amendment in order to secure 
the ‘placing of the Commissioners in a 
position of independence. 


Senator GARDINER (New South 


Wales) [3.30].—I think it would be just 


as well to retain the three years’ period, 
although I have no very great interest 
in the matter. We ought to remember 
- that the members of the other branch of 
the Legislature” are elected for three 
years, and as they make and unmake 
Ministries, why should not our legisla- 
_ “tion conform to that period ? To my 
mind the principle is a most excellent 
one. 
' Senator Mitten, —The members of 
_ this Chamber are elected for six years. 
According to the honorable senator’s 
argument, therefore, we ought to make 
the term for which the commissioners are 
_ appointed six years. 


Senator GARDINER.—But the Senate 


ak does not make and unmake-Governments. 
| We fixed the period for which the com- 
¥ missioners are to be appointed at five 
years, and the other branch of the Legis- 
_ lature has deliberately altered it to three 
years. Is it worth while disagreeing with 
_ the amendment? What is the value of 
the difference between the views of the 
two Houses? 
ie Senator pe, Larcre.—The honorable 
he ae Eaepator is in a very amiable mood to-day. 
Senator. GARDINER.—I am, and I 
hope that I shall remain so. I trust, 
. me therefore, that Senator de Largie will not 
es interject too often. I would reserve our 
disagreements with the amendments of 
another place to amendments involving 
matters ee substance. The fact that the 
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Bill has been returned with a sheaf of — 
amendments covering four pages suggests 
that not very much consideration was 
given to it here. 

Senator FAIRBAIRN (Victoway . 
[3.24].—If we accepted the suggestion of 
Senator Gardiner and agreed to a term 
of three years we should be following the 
practice of the United States, where the 
majority of civil servants merely hold 
office during the period that their poli- 
tical party remains in power. It will be 
generally recognised that that would be — 
a very bad principle to adopt. These 
commissioners should be quite indepen- 
dent of politics—indeed, their positions 
should be somewhat analogous to those 
occupied by our Judges. They will be 
called upon to undertake a vast work, 
and in three years they will only just 
about have mastered their jobs. It would 
be a pity, therefore, if we did not dis- 
agree with the amendment of the other — 
House. Personally, I hope that the Min- 
ister for Repatriation (Senator Millen) 
will stick to his guns. | 


Senator KEATING (Tasmania) [3.26]. 
—If it were seriously contended that the 
work of the Repatriation Commission 
would terminate within three years, there 
might be some justification for adopting 


the amendment of the other branch of 


the Legislature. But if the work of this 
body is’ to extend over an indefinite 


-pericd and we could effect a compromise 


with another place by making the term — 
of their appointment seven years, I think 
it would be wise for us to do so. Senator 
Gardiner’s arguments were not so much 
in favour of the amendment which has — 
been made in the Bill as they were con- © 
demnatory of it. We all know that the 
election of a new House of Representa- — 
tives may mean the formation of a new ~ 
Government. That might conceivably © : 


“result in the appointment of fresh com" 
missioners if the term of their appoint- i 


ment were limited ‘to three years. - 

Senator Fotu:+—And they ene “be 
political appointments, 

Senator KEATING.—The nedghien sug- 
gested would certainly tend to make such ~ 
appointments of a purely political char-°— 
acter. Had the other House amended : 
the Bill to provide for a seven years’ — 
period I would have supported it. In the — 


circumstances, however, I hope that the — 


Minister will adhere to the term of five — 
years, which I regard as the most sales i 
ave 


Y 


“BRD: 
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‘Senator : GARDINER Net Sot 
Wales) [3.27].—I would remind honorable 
senators that this amendment emanates 
from, a party which has a majority in the 
other House. I have no desire to discuss 
the question of party appointments, but 


{ do not think there is any warrant for 


‘the eharge of log rolling which was men- 
tioned. by, Senator Foll. In most, Govern- 


-mment appointments the fitness of men for 


the position, has ever been the chief con- 
cern of Ministers. I make that statement 
as the result of a long and active. asso- 
ciation with party polities. 

Senator Keatine.—Why, 
able senator’s party'in New South Wales 
1s recalling an Agent: General. : 

* Senator GARDINER. The gentleman 
hho is being recalled was appointed - six 
days after the then Government had been 
defeated at the polls. 


the honor- 


of an appointment to an important office 


-40 such circumstances. | 
HRARLE.—W. ould. not the ap- 


Senator 
pointment of three commissioners for a 
shorter term militate against securing the 
services of the best men? 

Senator GARDINER.—TI think that it 
would be an advantage to everybody. At 
the end of three months it may be dis- 
covered that a bad appointment has been 
made, No officer who discharges his 
duties efficiently for three years is likely 
to be displaced by any Government. But 
af we insist upon fixing the term for 
which these commissioners are to be ap- 
pointed at five years it may possibly be 
found: that it would have been. con- 
venient at the end of three ‘years to 
‘remove one of them because of the per- 
tunctory manner m which he was per- 
forming his duties. 


‘Senator Forr.—Cannot that be done at 


any. 4ime by Parliament? , 
‘Senator GARDINER.—WNo, . because 
there must be ample reason for the re- 


moval of any public official from his. 


J 


aff 





of ye 


office. 


if there is no charge against him 


he cannot be removed before the expira-. 


‘tion of his term, though I could quite 
understand that it would be a conveni- 
ence for the Governthent to have power 


‘to remove him at an earlier period. The 
ee between three years and five 


years is not very great, and I take it 
that at the end of three years the prin- 
eipal business of the. Commission will 
have been completed. 


™: 





| I do not think 
_ that even Senator Keating will approve 


‘to know his work and. be. able. Pca er 


repealed. by this Act, ‘Shall nearre ves 


funds, vested, 
“pealed. by this ae in the. Minister or in a 
State Repatriation | Board, or in any person 
‘on behalf of or in trust for the Minister or any | 


subject to the trusts upon which the same ar 
held by ee caer or Se saga Board, or per- 
If there is any © Ke 










oe in vie nde ‘of / ‘thonoral le sena-_ 
tors that any party will make political — 
appointments, all I can say is that that 
fear is not justified by my experience in 
State and Federal politics over a aereat 


many years. 
Senator: SENIOR: (South ‘Axishealiad 


[3.33].—I am more concerned ‘with the 











‘selection of a suitable man for this ‘posi- 


tion than the term of his appointment. — 
Two years have elapsed since we passed 
the first Repatriation. \ Bull, though 
it seems as if it were but yesterday, and 
if Senator Gardiner were right there 
would be no need for a reappointment of © 
the Commissioners, We cannot, however, 
anticipate that we are near the end of our. 
repatriation work. During the first three 
years of his term a Commissioner ‘will — 
necessarily acquire a great deal of know- — 
ledge, which will be of value to him in his 
future, work, but if the appointment is 
for only three years, a Commissioner at 
the end of that term might be looking for 
a job. He may or may not be reappointed, — 
If a man is not efficient enough for an 
appointment of five years, he is not 
worthy of appointment, for three years. 
There is no force in Senator Gardiner’s 
argument that we ought to accept ‘the 
amendment made by the House of Repre- 
sentatives because it is the opinon of the — 
majority of the other House and the same 
party has a majority in the Senate. - ‘The 
five years’ term 1s preferable on all 
grounds, because a Commissioner will get 




















form it more efficiently. | at 
"Motion agreed ter) 1c). hs a eae 
ee TS OE RTE A Rae 


° © ‘ o 


PB) Upon the bomen of ae Act, a’ 
property vested in the Minister, or in a, State 
Repatriation Board, in pursuance of any A dhy'g 


the Commission. Pak a 
House of Repreventatina daa eeae Mes 
Omit sub-clause (3), and insert Male Ah ie 
is clauses:— | Was area 
* (3) All real ol wersans ohiehen securi- 
ties‘ and furrds, and all rights of action in re- — 
spect of any shee property, securities and 
pursuance ‘of any Act re- — 











such Board, sHall, upon the commencement of 
this Act. become vested in the Commission, 


son. 2 } RET, 





ha «© (4) All the rights of ‘Beate: Wate ebeile 
He respect of advances made by them under the 
Australian Soldiers’ Repatriatio Fund Act 
» 1916, shall, upon the commencement of this 
Act, become vested in, sy exercisable by, the 
Commission. Five 

Senator MILLEN Now South Wales— 
_ Minister for epeicatony: ie 35]. —I 
ey mOve— 

That the meoanneite he, Boreas fu, 


‘of the clause, but the authorities have re- 
ie - commended the amendment with the ob- 
_ ject of expressing the position with 
- » greater clarity. It amplifies the provisions 
whereby property vested in the Minister 
‘or State Repatriation Boards is vested 
41h the Commission, and gives the Com- 
"mission the right to recover moneys due 


Australian Repatriation Fund. 
_ money is still due to those now defunct 


_ Commission legal power to collect it. 
Motion agreed (tai) 6.75) 
Clause 14s | Ree 


ZA a duly authenticated organization, re- 
eognised or acknowledged by the Minister as 
being a body representing returned soldiers, 
‘May in respect of bah State submit to the 
Commission a list. . «. The Governor- 
~~ General may appoint a fy ora selected from 
that list. by the (Commins ny | to be a member 
of that Board. : 
; House of . Representatives? > Amendments.— 
Omit “A duly authenticated”, and insert 








the Minister as being a body.” 
lint ” and insert “any | list’ so submitted et 


Senator MILLEN (New South Wales— 
Siihis ster for Repatriation) _ ‘[8. ee —I 
_ move— 
| ~ That the. ameniin cata) ‘be asrecd) to. 

_ The Senate has already agreed to an 
iy amendment made by/ the other House to 
_ give any organization the right to submit 
a nomination for the central Commis- 
sion, and the object of: those,amendments 
s to give any organization the same right 
f nomination for ike Woes of the 
tate Boards. at 

x - Motion alee to. 












Wide 


a) A (sneer or an sett Bile 
shall be deemed to have vacated his 






USE " of ‘Representatives Amendment — 
: eae anegrt Y se re 








move— 


There is no alteration in the purpose 


to the old State War Councils under the 
Some 


bodies, and it is proposed to give the 


Any”; omit “ recognised or acknowledged By. 
omit “that 


Minister for Repatriation) [3.41].—1 
move— a at 
“That the amendment be agreed to. * 


placed 


oy MILLEN. (New South Woden fe 
Minister EOP, Repatriation) [3.39] a 






That the amendment: be agreed toe 


This will make it clear that the Com- 
missioner or Acting Commissioner shall _ 
only be deemed to hive vacated his office 
if he engages in any paid employment. _ ae 
As the measure left the Senate the pro- 
vision stated that his. office would be 
vacated if he engaged in any cml aes 

Motion agreed to. 

Clause 17— 


° wi ° ° ° « ° t ° 


(2) A Commissioner, an Acting Gonanie | 
sioner, or a member of a Board shall be deemed,” - 
to have anata his office’ if— ' 





\ 


\i 6 









° x . bits : 


(c) he Becomes in any way concerned or 
interested in any contract or agree: 
ment made by or on behalf of the 
Commission; or in any way .par- 
ticipates or claims to be entitled ” 
to -participate in the profit thereof, 
or in any way benefit or emolument 

. arising therefrom. 

House of Representatives’ Winaataeie 
- Omit paragraph (c) and insert the following 
paragraph ; a 

‘ (c) he, in any way, otherwise ‘than as” 
a member, and in common with the ~ 
other members, of an incorporated — 


company consisting of more ‘than 
twenty-five persons— wake 
(i) becomes concerned ; or fe | s 





terested in any contract or 
agreement made by or on 
behalf of the Commission; 
or tay 
(i) participates, or claims to be — 
entitled to participate, \ in — 
the profit of any such con- 
tract or agreement OP.) he 
any benefit or emolument 

“ arising therefrom.” 


Senator MILLEN (New South Wales— 


aE 












Honorable senators will remember that 
when this clause was before us there was 
some discussion as to,the limit. to be 
upon the Commissioner, An 
amendment was drafted at the time 
which met with the wishes of the Com- 
mittee, but which the law officers thought 
was couched in somewhat ambiguous 
language. The purpose of the new para- 
graph is, very rightly, to prevent a Com- 
missioner or Acting Commissioner from 
being interested in any undertaking or: 
company deriving profits from transactions ; 
with the Commission. | 


1 
rile 


+ 
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Senator Senror.—That makes the 
amendment quite clear, and it is really 
‘the same as what passed this Chamber. 

Senator MILLEN.—Yes; and it is in 
keeping with the language adopted in 
other Commonwealth Acts. 

Motion agreed to. ‘i 

Consequential amendment agreed to. 

Clause 23— 


_ Upon the death or incapacity the Common: 
- wealth shall, subject to this Act, be liable to 
pay to the’ honorable member or his de- 
pendants, or both, as the case may be, pen- 
sions in accordance with this Act: provided 
that— 


¥ 


(ii) in cases of the incapacity of a mem- 
ber of the Forces—by the member or 
a dependant not more than six 
months after the termination of the 
appointment or discharge of the 

member. 
House of Representatives’ Amendment.— 
Leave out ‘‘ termination of the appointment 

or 25 


_ Senator MILLEN (New South Wales— 
Minister for Repatriation) [3.43].—I 
move— 

That the amendment be agreed to. 


As the word “discharge” is already de- 


fined, the words “termination of the ap- 
pointment ” are unnecessary. 

Motion agreed to. 

Amendment in clause 26 agreed to. 

Clause 32 (Payment of lump sum may 
be substituted in certain cases). 


House of cite ica! Amendment.— 
Omit ‘‘ pensioner ’’, insert ‘‘ member of the 
Forces.” 

Senator MILLEN (New South Wales— 
Minister for Repatriation) [3.44].—T 
MmoVve— 


That the amendment be agreed to. 


The clause has for its object the pay- 
-ment in certain cases of the pension in a 
lump sum.-+ If the amendment is agreed 

to, the payment will be granted upon the 
application of «4 member of the Forces. 

Motion agreed to. 

Consequential amendments agreed to. 

Clause 37— | 

A Board may reject a claim’ for a pen- 

sion by a dependant of a member of the 
Worces, or may terminate any pension granted 
to such a dependant, if the Commission is satis- 
fied that the grant or continuance of the pen- 
sion is undesirable. 


House of Representatives’ Amendment.— 
“Omit “ Commission” and insert ‘ Board.” 


Senator MILLEN (New South -Wales— 
Minister for Reparation) [3.47].—I | 
move— 


That the amendment be agreed | to. 


This 4 is clearly a ietike | in either typing, — 


printing, or drafting, and it is proposed 
to correct the error that has occurred. 
Motion agreed to. 
Clause 45— 


The provisions of this Act shall evtan, +0 
the case of any soldier of the Imperial Reserve 
Forces called up for active service who at the 
commencement of. the present state of war 
was bond fide resident in Australia, as if that 
soldier were a member of the Forces as de- 
fined in this Act. 

House of Representatives’ Amendment.—® 
Omit all the words after “this” (line 1) up 
to and including “ Act” (line 7), 


“Part shall extend to— 


(a) any soldier“of the Imperial Reserve - 


Forces called up for active service 
during the present war; and — 

/ (b) any person who is serving or has 
served during the present war in 


and insert— | 





Pe it 


the Naval or Military Forces of 


any part of the King’s Dominions 


other than the Commonwealth, on ~ 


active - service outside that *Do- eh) 


minion, 


on proof to the satisfaction of the Commis- 


sion that he was, immediately before being 


called up or before his enlistment, as the — 


case may be, 


wealth.”’ | 

Senator MILLEN (New South Wales— 
Minister for Euan) [3.48].—I | 
move— 


That the amendment be pa to) 


Po aet 


domiciled in the Common-. ae 


The effect of- this amendment is to in- _ 


the King’s Forces. 


gards pensions. The insertion of this 


clude in the benefits of the Act those 
- Australians who served in other units of 
A similar provision — 
is in the original Repatriation Act, but — 
it was not included in the benefits as re- 





amendment provides that the difference 


between the pension received from the 


Imperial authorities and that to which. ae 
they would be entitled if enrolled in the: ee 


Australian Forces will be paid. 
Motion agreed to. . Ps 
Amendments in clause 46 Ae to. 


Clause 47 (Commission’ shall make re- 


commendations as to regulations). — 


House of Representatives’ 
Omit “in the nature of”; insert “payments 


tary to” 


Senator MILLEN (New South Welbu 
Repatriation) , 49].—I fe 


Minister for 
move-— 


That the amendment be agreed i eit 


The clause as originally presented is” ee 
not disturbed, but has been made less on 
ambiguous by ‘the language. now adopted. 


Motion agreed to. 
House of Representatives’ 


in! 


; LR et Fe ite oe Ss 
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Amends mt 


Or allowances in the nature of, or crepe chs 
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Petiator MILLEN (N ew South Wales 
“Minste for Repatriation) [3.50].—As 
this clause left the Senate there were in- 
cluded amongst: the beneficiaries under 
this part of ‘the Act— . ‘ 

The mothers of deceased or incapacitated 
soldiers. 
The House of Rpts ves has 
amended the Bill by inserting after the 


aay word |“ mothers ” the> words “and step- 


eins. - 


mothers.” I move— 
- That the amendment be agreed to. 
Motion agreed to. 


House of Representatwes Amendment.— 


Omit “widows and were, prior to the enlist- 


ment of those soldiers, dependent upon them”’, 


- insert “either widowed, divorced, or deserted.’ 


a 4 : 


The 


Senator MILLEN (New South Wales— 
- Minister ‘for Repatriation) [3:51].— 
The next amendment made by the House 
of Representatives is contained in a sub- 
clause which originally provided that— 

The Commission may make recommendations 
_ to-the Governor-General for regulations for the 
‘granting of assistance and benefits, not being 


in the nature of pensions, as provided for in 
pot III. of this Act, 


2s) WRIA tole a of socelan aareun- 
stances the Commission considers that 
assistance and benefit should be granted 
to— 


(iii) The mothers of deceased or inca- 
pacitated Australian soldiers— (a) 
who are widows and were prior 
to the enlistment of those soldiers 
dependent upon them. 


House of Representatives have 
amended this paragraph by omitting the 
words “widows, and were prior to the 


enlistment of those soldiers dependent: 
upon them” 


and. inserting the words 


- . *“ either widowed, divorced, or deserted.” 





The effect of the, inaadment is to in- 
elude divorced and deserted wives as 
beneficiaries under the Act. 


-. Senator Rowrtut.—If divorced on the 


petition of the wife? 
Senator MILLEN.—I presume that it 


ae 4s intended to inelude the divorced woman 


ee ay 


NE, 


or otherwise. 


_ whether she obtained the divorce herself 
I hope that honorable 


7 : ne senators will not try to make the Repa- 


3 






aa Omit “and” (paragraph (d) iv). 


~ triation Department a judge of morals i in 


pibese matters. I move— ' 
| That the amendment be agreed to. 
_ Motion agreed to. 


House of Representatives’ ~Amendment.— 
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Senator MILLEN (New South Wales— 
Minister for Repatriation) [3.53].—As 
the Bill left the Senate paragraph d, sub- 
paragraph iv, read— 

The incapacitated fathers of Necaaen or in- 

capacitated Australian soldiers who were, prior 
to the enlistment of those soldiers, dependent 
upon them, and. 
The House of Representatives proposes 
that the word “and” be left out, and that 
is necessary, because additional para- 
graphs have been added, and the word 
“and” should follow the penultimate 
paragraph. I move— 

That the amendment be agreed to. 


Motion agreed to. 


House of Representatives’ Amendment.— 
Omit “or stepmothers” (paragraph (d) v). 


Senator MILLEN (New South Wales— 
Minister for Repatriation) [3.54].—Sub- 
paragraph 5 of paragraph d. originally 
read—_ 

The mothers or stepmothers, being either 
widowed, divorced or unmarried, of Australian 
soldiers ‘who were born out of wedlock, 
Step-mothers having been provided for 
by a previous amendment agreed to, it is 
proposed that the word should be left 
out of this par agraph. I move— 


That the amendment be agreed to. 


Motion agreed to. 
Remaining amendment agreed to. 


House of Representatives’  Amendment.—. 
After clause 47, insert the following clause:— 

“474. The Commission shall, subject’ to the 
approval of the Minister, have power to assist 
soldiers im, establishing industries on a. co- 
operative basis, such industries to include the 
manufacture of boots, woollen goods, and cloth- 
ing, tanning, wool-scouring , fellmongering (and: 
kindred industries) , saw- ‘milling, and. sty 


‘enterprises.’ 


Senator MILLEN (N ew South Walon 
Minister for Repatriation) [3.56].—This. 
is one of the two amendments which 
I have intimated I intended to ask the 
Senate to disagree with. I am well aware 
that there has been put forward various 
suggestions for the repatriation of soldiers 
by establishing them in businesses, co- 
operative and otherwise. But I ask the 
Committee to consider some of the diff- 


culties, and even evils, which might arise 
if this 


proposed - new clause were 
agreed to. I assumed from the vee” 
marks made in another place that 


the mind of the honor-_ 
able member who moved this amendment 
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was that it\ was a Pee i means oo 
which it would be possible to place in- 
businesses a number of men now awaiting — 





gister of the Repatriation Department. I 










be in any way misinterpreted, or to 
vappear to cast the slightest reflection on 
our returned soldiers as a whole. I have 
already referred to the fact ‘that their 
readiness to go back to civil life is the 
‘ highest testimony to. their character ‘that _ 
‘eould be given. Still, I do ask the Com; 
mittee to recognise that there must neces- 
sarily be amongst the men who remain 
with us towards the end of repatriation 
a very considerable percentage of those 
who, for some reason or another, are very 
difficult to place. Many of these may not 
have | been noted for steadiness before they 
went to the war 





he 
4 

































: ‘Senator Coirendin E.—Or were men who 
i: had no permanent employment. 


| Fewer MILLEN. — That is. so: 
~ Amongst the men on our books, there is a 
“considerable percentage of Anas who, in’ 
“my view, would represent, perhaps, the 
least satisfactory persons fo start busi- 
nesses on their own account. This pro- 
vision, I point out could not be limited to 
men now on the unemployed register of 
the Department. If the Government, as. 
a part of their repatriation policy, are to. 
| find money to establish in business men 
_ who have not yet returned to civil life, 
they. eannot deny the same’ privilege to 
those who have already returned to civil, 
life. The benefit of this clause cannot 





( ployment to-day, . If this clause is agreed 
to, any returned Australian soldier, no 
Pt sntter when he was discharged, must have 
a Tight to the benefits of the provision... 
have not the exact figures with me, but. 
L think that upwards of 200, 000 men have 
passed through the Department, or have 
gone direct themselves to their niche in 
Pe) life. If this clause is agreed to, not. 
\ merely the men who are unemployed to-. 
| day, but thousands of those who are 
already satisfactorily employed, but. ani- 


Australians to stant business on. their own | 


ment, will seek assistance anid aa ibe 


employment, and on the unemployed re-. 


eles not. want what: I am about to say to. 


. be restricted to men who are awaiting em-_ 


“pe in the State of Victoria. 


tnated by the ambition of most young — 
account, rather than continue in employ- — 


ay » although | obi mpparints 





ae ie 


points De i Dekel} 18 any jon oO the 
part of many of these men to beth 
in these enterprises, the majority of the | 
will be able to ‘give effect to that desire 
by means of the gratuity recently passe A 6) 
by Parliament. If the Committee ap- 
proves of the proposition to advance 
money to the returned soldiers generally — 
to start business on their own account, iby 
“seems to me they will be throwing upon — 
_ the Repatriation Department an obliga 
tion for which it is not. intended. aR 
Senator Gurarre.—tis not the ‘poate ae 
e co-operation involved in this. — aoe 
ent ? jonas 
eo ‘MILLEN. San i) 
advanee money ¢a half- Caer solace se 
enable them to go into a  co-operatiy 
business, we cannot logically refuse ta — 
make a proportionate advance to an in 
dividual ‘soldier who wishes to go int 
business on his own account. In the last 
analysis, therefore, the proposed nev 
clause is a proposition to advance money, 
‘to every soldier to make a start on his’ 
own account, and, in my view, it would 
be, not only unnecessary, but dangerous 
to approve of such.a proposal. s 
Senator Gururiz.—lf 100,000 soldier 
agreed to co-operate in a business, wou 
the Minister object to money being. ad 
vanced te them for that purpose? 


Senator MILLEN It would be. 
most dangerous experiment for the C an 
monwealth to find the money to star: 
100,000 men in\a co-operative enterprise. 
T cannot Sip isi from. : this: amet 



























Ld 2 


to saab beinoned sia in ‘busin Ss 
enterprises in the country towns, and 

















etnies or ‘houmraps bude | [In on 
‘town, at no great distance. from 7 uM - 
bourne, there is a wilderness of ma- — 
_chinery started some years. ago” nae of 





. high- sounding name as a 8a 
_ plant. Leading townsmen, whg a 
headed business men, came along ‘and de- 
scribed. the magnificent: opportunity which — 
‘was here. ‘aftotded >, to, vestablish several 
soldiers in ‘business. My a: SW 

‘suggest that they were As S 


eg) Sa fey ey ee ae A 








the pee hey. allowed tee nt 
o lie idle for years, and I pref 


the experiment should be tried with: the 


stay-at-homes rather than with men who 
had gone to the Front. Other leading 
_ townsmen proposed that returned. soldiers 
should be assisted to_ develop. a defunct 
mine in their neighbourhood. Another 
proposal submitted was that returned 
-) soldiers should be: assisted to take over a 


be sold. Tt was pleaded that this would 
be a magnificent business in which to start 
returned soldiers. I felt that it would 
prcreainly not be a good thing for the sol- 
_diers if it had failed in the hands of other 
- people. I have felt, also, that underlying 
. these proposals. ‘there has ‘been one word 
for the soldier and six for the residents 
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(this ‘proposition if those responsible for 
it said that they were willing to find a 
- percentage of the money required to give 
it effect. If some of the gentlemen who 
have been so ardent in their desire to 
have industries started by the returned 
soldiers: showed. their faith in the pro- 
position by agreeing to subsidize the pro- 
 posals, 
advanced by the country, ‘for this pur- 
pose, I should have greater faith in the 
value of the proposals they make. If the 
‘proposed new clause were agreed a Il be- 
lieve ‘that its effect would be to unsettle 
a large number of returned men who have 
satisfactorily _ found some niche im civil 
life, and would dlso start in business a 
large number of men who can make no 
possible claim to sanassit a experience to 
warrant their success. It may be said 


or no to any proposition under this clause. 
“I should like to say, as the oe for 


the time being, . that mate is de- 
sired to. staré’ “an: Industries Pro- 
motion Board, for ‘that is involved, 


t should be apart from the GS opariaiion 
epartment. I do not feel competent 
ay be good, bad, or indifferent. Quite 
ve created for carrying on the Repa- 
t riation Department must be called into 
being to handle such proposals. The 
work of the Repatriation Department has 
ne along not without its jolts and jars, 
i but. stall for the most ie ee eee: 





A bankrupt engineering shop. which was to. 


of certain towns, who would like to have’ 
some public money spent in their midst. 
I should be more disposed to approve of) 


or to advance £1 for every £1. 


thet the radnenaeniens is thrown > con the 
Minister for Repatriation of saying yes 


0 say whether a particular: enterprise 


lifferent machinery from that which I 


* 


Bat af a new i aah as Ue ig te bs 
introduced it will involve starting the 
work of repatriation de novo, and men, 
long since settled again in civil lite will 
come along and claim that advances 
should be made to them under this clause 
to start Denies on their own account. a 
move— |, a 
That the amendment. ie disagreed Ms " 
Senator GARDINER (New Sout 
Wales) [4.3].—I have listened to 
all that the Minister for Repatria- 
tion (Senator Millen) has said, and 
again I remind the Committee that this 
amendment could not have been carrie 
in the House. of Representatives if the 
Government had a majority opposed to 
it. ‘I hope that the Senate is not to be 
made a convenience of to! enable the Go- 





-vernment to correct what has been done 


in another place if they disapprove of it. 


The House of Representatives has in this 
case deliberately inserted a clause whieh, 





in my opinion, might be made of material Ys 
benefit to the soldiers. The one or two- 
cases mentionéd by the Minister for Re- 
patriation of proposals for advances in 
support of doubtful enterprises prove no- 
thing, If we take the saw-milling in 
dustry I venture to say that amongst our 
returned soldiers we should find men who — 
would make a suecess of that business — 
where, perhaps, private enterprise has so. 
far failed. The’ returned soldiers have 
hada wider, experience than most: of us, 
and they have done things abroad. I be- 
lieve that it would be in the interests not 
only of the returned soldiers, but of the 
community as a whole, to invest money in 
the establishment of returned men in | 
business on their own account under the 
new clause inserted by the House of R 
préesentatives,. What could be better than 
to have a body of ten men joined ina’ | 
co-operative saw-milling business at | 
Rabaul, which issubject to our. 001 
trol under the mandate to supply “thy 
timber necessary for the construction of 
soldiers’ homes. .At the rate ab which 
the work is proceeding at present we 
shall probably be constructing these it 
homes. for the next -ten years. : 
credibly informed that there is very val 
able timber in the new territory to which | 
T have referred, which should be utilized } 
in the construction of soldiers’ homes, — 

Bok HT 
































Senator Rowrnrn—The returned 
diers could invest their war iis: 
money in that busines. 
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Senator GARDINER—That is 50. 
The Government could advance part of 

that money for these co-operative enter- 

prises. 

Senator Mirren.—That would be. ad- 


- vancing the soldiers’ own money, but that. 


is not te proposal of the amendment. 


GARDINER,—If the new 
clause is agreed to, the proposed o: 
operative concern might easily — be 
financed out of the gratuity money. 
It would be quite impossible for one or 
two men to undertake the timber in- 
dustry in Rabaul, for instance, owing to 
the distance, the obstacles in the way, the 
difficulty of getting shipping, and the fact 
_ that they would have to fight the Timber 
_ Combine and the Shipping Ring. Those 
considerations would be enough to frighten 
out men with a lot of capital, and would 
certainly frighten out a few soldiers, But 
let a few soldiers form a co-operative 
concern with their own capital, such as 
their war gratuity money, and be backed 
up by the Minister, because the Minister’s 
approval is necessary, with a guarantee 
from the Government of shipping for the 
_ material they produce, and see what will 


Senator 


_ happen. My mind is running particularly | 


on the new Possessions in the Pacific. I 
can imagine ten men gomg there with a 
few thousand pounds worth of machinery 
and beginning operations with all the 
native labour available. 
Senator MILLEN. What colour is the 
native labour ? \ 


Senator GARDINER.—Black. I am 
not to be bluffed by the Minister’s in- 
sinuation that I am advocating black 
labour. They are the natives of the 
Islands. They can be profitably employed 
there, and to their own advantage, in 
helping the natives of this island con- 
tinent. I am using this particular in- 
stance of a soldiers’ co-operative saw- 
milling concern, whith the Government 
could undertake to “help. by providing 
ships. 
it, lest. it should interfere with its timber 
‘trade, such as the wooden boxes, 
Paianiion heads, and other wooden things 


that come here from that State. The West _ 


_ Australians would certainly see the danger 
i _ of the new territories being used to come 
| into com petition with their particular 
| timber industry, the profits of which have 
¥ ‘got into a very few Itands. I worked in 
“the building trade, and can assure the 
“ Committee that the price of oregon in 


business of the world in its hands. 


Western Australia would not like 


and ° 


able undertakings. — 


Sydney te: day is ‘about tent times what it 


was about twenty-five years ago. 
Senator Mitien.—I never ‘remember 
oregon at less than 12s. or 14s. Be 100 
superficial feet. : 
Senator GARDINER.—At the fie i 
speak of it could be purchased in Sydney 
at about 9s. per 100 super., and is now — 
about 90s. I recognise that there is now a 
greater scarcity of timber, and greater _ 
cost_of materia] and labour, but the real 


- trouble is the existence of a timber com- 


bine which has the whole of the timber 
The 
best way to fight that Combine would be 
with the same men as fought for ail our 
other industries. I would not confine 
them to the new territories. They could 
exploit the forests of Australia. Then let 
us turn from timber to-~coal. We know 
how enormous and far-reaching are the 
coal deposits of Australia, and with our? 
increased and increasing population there 
is ample room for taking the Coal 
Combine out of the hands of a few 
coal kings who control it now. The 
soldiers could do that, if . permitted — 
by this measure, supported by the 
Minister, and encouraged by the 
Government. We could follow | 
operation in many other directions, — 
but I know this ’ Government has 
no intention fo.do it. They will not even 
allow a°clause to be included in this Bill 
to permit other Governments to do it. _ 

Senator pE Larciz.—Do you know the 
history of co-operation in coal Been in. 
your own State? 


Senator GARDINER. tem heard one of 
the shrewdest business men it was ever my 


lot to listen to, speaking of an enterprise — n 


they were trying to persuade him to go 


into, say to his son, ‘‘Don’t go 
into that, pioneers nearly always go 
down. It will be successful, but not-by — 


those who take it up first.” The failures 


of the past should never be used as a ee 


reason why a thing should not be a suc- 


cess eventually. ‘The failure of co-opera- , 
tion twenty years ago may have been due | 


to the management of that particular con- 
cern, or to the conditions under which . 
it operated, or to its members themselves. 


So far as co-operation among the sol- 
‘diers is concerned, even if it costs us 
money admirably Lan 


money, it would be 
spent if we assisted parties of soldiers to 


erect saw-mills or embark in other desir- 
ay hen the men lage ine 


a j 1 


oe 
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away to fight, nobody grumbled about 


paying them their wages while they were 


engaged in the work of destruction. The 


only thing that prevented them being 


paid a better wage was the fact that the 
concern was go enormous that it could 
not be done. But if they could be main- 
tained, clothed, fed, and equipped for 


_ years for that purpose, what 1s wrong, 
now that they are back, with saying to 


them, “ We engaged you to go and fight, 
and maintained you; you gave us intense 
satisfaction while you were fighting, and 
we shall never cease to admire your splen- 


did performances. Now that you are 
back, and want to form co-operative en- 


 terprises, we are not going to stop at a 


shilling or two.” That would not be an 


_ over-generous thing for the people of 
_. Australia’ to say, nor would it be too, 
,. much to expect the Minister to welcome 

a claim of that kind. ere : 


Senator RowEry.—We do-not want-to 
wet-nurse them for ‘ever. 
Senator GARDINER.—I know . the 


distinction that is made on the other side. - 


Tt is not wet-nursing them when they are 
employed to fight for ather people’s in- 
terests, but it is wet-nursing them to 


help them to fight in their own interests. 


If it is to the benefit of the people repre- 
sented opposite, it is the soldier’s duty to 


do it, but if it 1s for the soldier’s benefit, 


* 





we immediately hear the ery,.“ We can- 


not wet-nurse them; we cannot support 
them.” Honorable senators opposite 


_ will take very fine care that they would 
not support the soldiers, The world is 


moving towards co-operation. Why, then, 
should we not follow the lead of another 


place by saying that if the soldiers want 
-to move with the times we will help them - 


instead of retarding them? I do not 
claim that it is a generous thing to do. 


It is merely common-sense and our com- 


mon duty. If the Minister does not ap- 
prove of an enterprise, his “no” puts an 


~~ end to any scheme ‘that he thinks unsatis- 
factory. His “yes” will give effect to 


any scheme that he thinks will be a suc- 
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cess. I am not afraid either of the busi- 


ness capacity of the soldiers or of the 
failures, because they would be so few. 
_ Throughout Australia at the present time 


there are opportunities simply waiting to. 


be picked up, waiting for organized 


ie _ brains to use the potentialities of this 


i 


country for making good money out of 


PURER ea helen of Sapte ek! RY Mee tn 9% eyes 
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them. I heard a soldier discussing with 
a few of his mates a proposal for co- © 
operatively tilling unused lands—that is, — 
to enter into arrangements with the — 
holders of lands to lease them to grow — 
wheat, oats, potatoes, and all those things — 
of which the community is so badly in © 
need. He had an excellent scheme for © 
sending advance agents round to secure — 
land in certain districts. When they © 
secured sufficient land in one district, he — 
proposed to arrange with the manufac- — 
turers of machinery to. send certain — 
classes of machines there, and then the © 
tilling of the land would go on. They — 
would move from place to place, not look- — 
ing to purchase land, but merely making © 
arrangements to use the lands lying idle 
to-day in the rich districts, and used only 


to graze a.few head of stock but capable of 


producing much more money if put under 


~ intense cultivation: A scheme of that 


kind would be of immense value to Aus-— 
tralia at this juncture. In these soldiers 
we have the men who can carry it out. 
We know what they have done, The. 
men who learned to handle. big 
guns would soon learn to handle big. 
ploughs and harvesting machinery. With 
all these possibilities for the employment 
of soldiers in co-operative societies, why 
jib at this proposal? I know the Com- 
mittee will reject it, because the Minister 
asks them to do so. At the same time 
we could think of nothing better to 
benefit the soldiers, and if the Govern-— 


_ment would adopt ity and take a super- 


vising interest in it, and give the soldiers — 
sufficient .encouragement to start CO- | 
operative businesses, there is no saying © 
where it would end. I believe that in- 
his heart Senator Millen thinks the same, 
because he said, ‘‘ We cannot do this. 
for the men who have to be repatriated, 
and refuse it to those who are already 
back in their employments.’’ He can” 
see the success that the scheme would be 
when it started. Men already working 
at something else would begin to look 
for something better in the way Of co- 
operative enterprise.. It is because 1 am_ 
looking for better times for co-operative 
enterprises, which would remove many of 
the grievances that we are suffering under | 
to-day, that I favour accepting ier 
amendment of another place. There is. 
huge scope for splendid effort on behalf 
of the soldiers, and for that reason I 
shall vote for the amendment. a 
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| Seusior BARKER eV igtorae 4. 16)- — 


“I was surprised by Senator Millen’s 


remarks. It is rather amusing to find 
that in one place the Government agree 
to a clause being put into a Bill, while 


in another place the Mivister represent- 
ing the same party, with the same views 
and aspirations, asks that the clause shall 


be thrown out of the Bill. Senator 
Millen advanced the reason that it was 
almost impracticable because of certain 
ventures brought under his notice, which, 
“in his opinion, were rotten. He said 
that those who brought them under his 


notice so urgently were local people with 
an axe to grind, who wanted to utilize 
‘finance them, but. 


the Government to 
would not put any capital in themselves, 
A large number of men-~ have been 
trained. or are being trained, in various 
- technical schools. There are over 600 
going through \vocational training at the 
Working Men’s College, with which I 


have been connected for the last eighteen 


years. Some of them said to me, “ “When 


owe have learnt all we can ia we have 


to seek private employment, or do’ some- 
thing: else if we cannot get it. Why 
‘ cannot the Government give us an oppor- 
t tunity to co-operate, for the purpose of 
' establishing industries with the know- 
: ledge. we have’ gained, so that we can sell 
our goods after making them, instead of 
working for somebody else.’ A very 
strong case ‘was put before me in which 
_ the men had shown their capabilities. 
There is every safeguard in this provision, 





beeause the Minister, upon advice, would: 


should be established or not. There can 
he no such thing as men not proverly 


a 

fy 

| himself determine whether an industry 
a 

| fitted for the work undertaking to form 


1 


ba co-operative society aud being able to 
| demand assistance from the Government. 


i am. sure that those in another place 


1 who agreed to the clause being put in, 


a the, Bill saw: that that was so. Senator 
| Rowell , interjected 
[diner was speaking, ‘‘.We do not want 
to wet-nurse the soldiers all the time.’ 

o Chat is a thing that should not be said 
Sa this’ Chamber or outside: it. ° 

- Senator Rowetu.—I am one of them. 


| Sénator BARKER.—The man who can 
say it here.or elsewhere now dared not 







a 
nsay ib during war time. 


ave: been here to-day. He is unworthy 
of the position that he holds when he can 

- ake such astatement. These men havea. 
ee 


te 


yea 





1 Beas. 


here 
‘sent up to us by, another place, 


when Senator Gar- 


He would not 


up here, that the Government. expect us 


pe to ig pines gee the Common- to o slevishly. Lge: to Laie fe pine oh of ei 


wbalii can. Mowe uaae because tba 
magnificent work which they did « over- 


nothing too good for them. ae 
Senator Muinizen. — But I question 


whether this is good for them, 


Senator BARKER.—The matter is one 
which the other branch of the Legislature. 
has decided in the licht of just as much — 
information as we ourselves possess. We 
recognise that these men should be 
afforded every chance of getting back into 
civil life. | I have in my mind the case oft. 


some returned soldiers who would have © 


established a new industry here had they 
possessed the, necessary capital. They ap-_ 
plied to the Repatriation Department for 
assistance, but it was refused them. Had 
they been supported as they should have 


been, they would to-day have been pro- 


ducing goods and selling them direct to 
the public. Are not these men entitled — 
to*be trusted? A little while ago at 
were intrusted with .a very great deal 


We have been «told that there iB lh 







\ 


more than thé few paltry pounds that are — 4 oe 


involved here. They were then intrusted 
with the preservation of the liberties of 
the Empire. 

Senator Senror.— What changes 
time: bring round ! 

Senator BARKER. — The Werk t: 
senator can ‘‘flapdoodle’’? now that the 
war is over. He can approve of the state- 
ment that it is not proper to “‘wet-nurse’’ 
our returned soldiers any longer. Bye 
is an amendment which ae been 
and — 
honorable senators opposite. ‘intend to 
knock it out. If it is good enough tor” 
the other branch of the Legislature ate 
good enough for us. I shall vote against 
the Ministerial proposal, f 

Senator NEWLAND (South Australia) 


does 


[4.25].—It is rather amusing—and I am ‘ 
sure it puts the Minister for Repatriation 
(Senator Millen) in a very petuliar posi-_ 


tion——to hear honorable senators . oppo 


site affirm that we ought blindly to cst 


cept whatever ° intel norte the, other | 
House may choose to insert in the Bill. 
This is, indeed, a new 7réle for the Leader — 


of the Opposition (Senator Gardiner) — 
ipueiaal : 


and Senator Barker to assume. 
many occasions they have found very — 


serious fault with the Government for _ 
agreeing with the legislative proposals : 
They 


which originated in another place. 
have repeatedly urged, when Bills. come 


nal 


















‘abhor Chau ides, trees 
attitude is of uite a different character. 
The very circumstance that honorable: 
+ senators upon this side of the chamber 
+ are opposing the insertion of | the proposed 
new clause shows how absolutely in- 
| aceurate is Senator Barker’s statement. 
’ The honorable senator posed as the censor 
of a gentleman who has taken part in 
more than one war, merely because he 
remarked that our soldiers should. bah be 
- wet-nursed. ; 
. > Senator Miuren. Cee amabtal pak 
% Beate did not say that he had to be 
 wet-nursed before the armistice. 
_ Senator NEWLAND.—Senator Barker 
now suggests that some influence has been 
' at work in order that’ we might get be- 
hind the Minister in this regard, 
i Senator Barker. — The honorable 
_ Senator is a martyr. . 
~ Senator NEWLAND. aa do Ae pose 
as a martyr. I am perfectly at liberty 
to oppose any proposal ‘which may be 
brought forward by Ministers, and that 
is a glorious position for any senator to 
occupy. In assigning reasons why the 
clause should not be ine ated the Minister 
said that there was\a great probability 
of unworthy enterprises being foisted 
upon returned soldiers. To vest the 
Minister with the right of veto in such 
matters would be to place him in a very 
-wnenviable position. He has himself 
stated that he does not feel competent to 
decide whether soldiers should be assisted 
to establish on a co-operative basis such 
industries as  saw-milling — and ‘the 
working of a coal mine. No Minister is 
competent to decide whether a body of 
men ought to be assisted to engage in 
such enterprises. It would be necessary , 
to appoint a board of experts to deal 
‘with these matters. , We all recognise 
that individually and ‘collectively soldiers 
ave entered into various businesses since 
heir return to Australia. We know, too, 
that they have not all been ‘successful. 
Ho £ soldiers who enter into co-operative 






















Me :pon the Goverment hone they sus- 

tain a loss, it follows that the Govern- 
“ment will always be obliged to see them 
rough their undertakings. Otherwise, 
ae be ee hi if che Common weaith 


: Oully a few. dave, ago we 
“t atl anothér Bill which provided 
returned soldiers may start co-opera- 
e concerns for beens hea | 








Taiune asked ve that ete aes a 


follow the advice of the Minister and 


what he 


associated with primary production, 


of ships. 


- that I have been sidetracked by the inter." . 


The sol- “ 





they have not asked for the proposal whichis ie 
is embodied in this new clause. The War. 
Gratuity Bill provides that the Govern- 


ment will stand behind a returned soldier 
when ‘he puts his gratuity into a co- 


operative concern. Parliament thas also. 


enacted that nurses, doctors and others. 


may put their allowances for . war ’ 
service homes into co-operative enter- 
prises. I agree’ with Senator Barker that — 


nothing is too’ good for our returned sol- — 


‘diers, although he and hig friends did not ue 


always say that.’ At the same time, we 
have a Tight to see that we do not lead 
Our soldiers: into’ a trap or encourage un- ae 
scrupulous persons outside to do so. I | 
have no doubt. that’ the Committee will — 


reject the clause. From reading the res 
marks of its author, I know perfectly well _ 
had in his mind. He had 
chiefly in view co-operative enterprises: 
But. 
now it is suggested that these enterprises — 
may cover. anything from the purchase 
of a coal mine to the running of a fleet 
Suppose that the Minister had 
asked for jpower to purchase half-a-dozen  __ 
vessels for the purpose of strike-breaking. 
Would my honorable friends oppo 
have applauded that proposal ? 

Senator GarDINER.—That is the kind - 
of thing which you applaud. . 

Senator NEWLAND.—The honorable — 
senator’s statement is absolutely untrue, 
and he has no right to make it. Baars 

Senator Garpiner.—I am in a sonaeul 
larly good humour just now. Come out 
into the’gardens and say that, and I will 
stuff the he down your throat. a 

Senator NEWLAND.—The honorable 
senator has charged me with assisting 
strike-breaking. Hig statement is abso- 
lutely contrary to fact. I am as firm a 
believer in maintaining the rights of the 
working man as he is, although T do not 
make so much noise about it. I regret. 












jection of the honorable senator which 
was offensive to me in the extreme. To- 
day we are experiencing trouble in the | 
building industry. Suppose ‘that our 
returned men were to start a co-operative 
concern for the purpose of building sol- 
diers’ homes. Would my friends oppo- 
site like that? I believe that sufficient 
provision has already been made in our 
legislation to enable our returned soldiers an 
to. embark upon any co-qperative scheme — 

into which they. may. desire to. enter. Rye 





1590 Australian Soldiers’ 


SENATE n 


_ Repatriation BU ee aan: a cf 





Senator GARDINER (New South 
Wales) [4.85].—I was rather amused at 
the outset of the honorable senator’s re- 
marks. He appeared to expand his 
chest and strike an independent attitude. 
But there are forty-four amendments to 
the Repatriation Bill, and I find he is 
50 independent that up to the present he 
has followed” the Minister in accepting 
every one. -In regard to this amend- 
ment he now tells us that he is opposing 

its acceptance because he is not bound 
or shackled to the Minister, | 

Senator _Newranp.—You leave my 
statements alone. I exercise my own 
judgment. 

Senator GARDINER.—The honk: 
senator got very angry with me_ because 
I suggested that he is a strike-breaker, 
but for the last two years his voice and 
vote have been against the strikers. — 

Senator Newianp.—That statement is 

~ eontrary to fact. 
- Senator GARDINER.—If I had time 
I could turn up Hansard and prove what 
I am saying. JI repeat that in every 
debate of recent years he has spoken and 
voted against the strikers. In fact, it 
has become a habit with him, | 

The CHAIRMAN (Senator Shannon). 
—I ask the honorable senator to confine 


‘his remarks to the amendment before the 
Chair. - 


Senator amend- 


GARDINER.—The 


ment alms at the establishment of co- 


operative concerns, in connexion with 
which. there is very little danger of 
strikes. Senator Newland Maid that 
during the war my attitude and that of 


‘Senator Barker was totally different from, 


our attitude of to-day, but our attitude is 
just the same, though by musrepresenta- 
tion an endeavour has been made to prove 
it otherwise. But this misrepresenta- 
tion will not fool the soldiers en a qites- 


5 tion like this, which asks that ‘co-opera- 


tive concerns may be established’ with the 
eonsent of the Minister. 


Senator Mitren.—No; the question is 


. whether the Goseroment: shall find the 


money to enable them to start extensive 
enterprises such as coal mines and eae 
big ventures. 

Senator GARDIN ER. —I Be al 


eoal mines just as an illustration. I 


understand there is an almost unlimited 


demand in Victoria for coal which a co- 


fuse them this assistance. 


‘almost 


Dpacative concern esta be Sipiy. 
‘But, of course, the Minister for Repatria- 


tion knows the danger of these” ‘eo-opera- 
tive concerns. 


Senator Mitten. —I do. 


Senator GARDINER:—He none iba’ 
danger they constitute to vested interests, 
to the exploiters and profiteers of this 
country. The amendment says nothing 
at all about the Government providing 
a huge sum of money with which to es- 
tablish a coal mine or any other enter- 
prise. It merely asks that the Commis- 
sion shall have power, with the consent 
of the Minister, to assist soldiers. They 
may decide to invest some of their gra-. 
tuity money in these concerns on a co- 
operative basis, and the Minister, by 
moving to disagree with the House of: 
Representatives’ “amendment, wants to re- : 

Of ‘course iy 
this is the policy of his party. They  ~ 
won the election on it. 


; / 


co-operative enterprises calculated to in- 


jure, in any way, those who are’ asso- — 
ciated with private concerns and Com- — 
-bines that are supporting this Govern- — 


ment and members on the Ministerial » 
benches. 
operative enterprises’ 
their businesses. Let us, 


shipping enterprise trading between Tas- 
mania and the mainland. 


would strike against themselves? 


mania and the mainland ? 


ther afield and establiel communication 
with New Zealand. There is, in fact, 
unlimited scope for a well | 
organized co-operative shipping concern. | 

Senator Gururm.—We had a co-opera- — 
tive shipping business in New Zealand 
once, and it ruined us. ie es 


Senator GARDINER.—But of ate 


: years we have gained a lot of experience 


in’ co-operation, and we now have an ex- 


cellent opportunity to encourage our is} 


returned soldiers to enter this field. I 

congratulate honorable members; of — 
another place upon having pee this | 
IR dette tk in the Bul, as ie amendment 


It is the policy 
of the people who were opposed to all 


Naturally they want no co- — 
to interfere with 
however, ima- 
gine the establishment ei a GO- operative | ‘ 


Is it kely.7% 
that men engaged in such a business — 
“How | io 
many ships would they require t main-  _ 
tain regular communication between Tas- 
And then, ad iy 
they» were successful, they could go fare, Ad 













Australian Soldiers’ 


| js calculated to materially benefit, not only 
seni’ i Bea. 

_ our returned soldiers, but the whole com- 

munity; though I can quite understand 

He 


2) 


why the Ministers should oppose it. 


has always been the representative of the. 


- big institutions 
this country. | 
* Senator HENDERSON (Western Aus- 
ivalia) [4.44]—This is a phase of. co- 
operation with which I have had no ex- 
perience. All my life I have been con- 
nected with co-operative enterprises. 
I ean quite understand any body of men 
advocating Government control of these 
- eoncerns; but I do not know whether this 


and the big Combines of 


wa 


would be a wise policy. I cannot see how 


we could justify our action, by voting for 
_ the amendment made by the House of 
, Representatives, asking the Government 
_ ‘to find money which some other people 
_' would have the right to spend as they 
think fit. The principle of co-operation 
has been in operation for the better part 

of a century, and very many such institu- 
tions may be numbered as amongst the 
most suecessful enterprises in the civilized 
world. But I point out that the money 
invested in them belongs to those who are 
actively associated with such concerns. 

_ I am not so sure that they would be as suc- 
- eessful if the money provided were spent 
by somebody else in a haphazard manner, 


it 


as might happen under this amendment. _ 


In my opinion, the Government are doing 
almost everything that is humanly 
possible for our returned soldiers, and 


' they should not now be asked to ‘find © 


-. money for co-operative concerns, as con- 
templated in the amendment, because 
ventures of this kind are bound to fail, 
owing to the absence of that incentive to 


ay eed ; ° 
_ ,suecess, namely, the investment in them of 


any 


- money will be simply doled out by the 
. Government to people who would experi- 
ment with it. Co-operation, if it means 
anything, means the co-operation of the 
whole. ‘If a man wants to be co-operator, 
he must be prepared to co-operate with 
that which he possesses. Unless a man’s 
interests are definitely associated with 
these enterprises, he cannot argue very 
_ foreibly in favour of them, nor will he be 
very successful in the business. The co- 
i operative societies established in New 
) pe. Wales have, for the most part, been 
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very successful. But some have failed, 
Practically the whole of the co-operative 
undertakings, with the exception of those 
in Western Australia, where the members ® 
of certain timber- concerns took the Op- 
portunity iof selling out when they hada _ 
suitable opportunity, have failed. Those — 
In operation in’ Western Australia were, — 
however, successful; and if we desire the _ 
soldiers to succeed we should allow them 
to work out their own salvation under 
the provision embodied in the War 
It they are anxious to 
conduct businesses, all they need do is to 
co-operate, pool their gratuities, and fol- 
low in the footsteps of our guccessful( _ 
pioneers. During their travels abroad 
many of our soldiers must have had an 
opportunity of inspecting the industrial 
undertakings which, in times of peace, De 
were hives of industry, but which, during 
the war period, unfortunately were at a 
standstill. Industries of this kind have 
been, and are still being, successfully 
handled by men whose life interests are 
sunk in them, and whose capital has been 
the means of building them up. I there- 
fore intend supporting the Minister in 
opposing this amendment, because if the 
soldiers are prepared to work. on a co- 
operative basis they have the opportunity _ 
of doing so under the provisions of the 
War Gratuity Bill. , 


Senator SENIOR (South Australia) 
[4.53].—Honorable senators have appa- 
rently overlooked the fact that no ma- a 
ehinery is provided in the Bill for giving 
effect to the proposed new clause, If the 
amendmentis agreed to we shall be enact- 
ing something entirely foreign to the — 
spirit of the measure. This is not-a Bill — 
in whieh such a clause should be ine 
serted, and if we acopt it we shall be 
making a grave mistake. Provision has _ 
already been:made in the War Gratuity 
Bill for something of this character, and 
the authorities responsible for the ad- 
ministration of that Act will have the — 
opportunity of giving their careful at- 
tention to that portion of the measure. ~ 
But under a Repatriation Bill it is un- 
reasonable to give the Oommissioners 
power to control, or even direct, a num- * 
ber of undertakings; and if the proposal 
is adopted it .will certainly lead to con- 
siderable inconvenience and probably a 
disorganization. ‘ ny 








‘it is now April, 1920, and we can look 


* - pack and realize that in this month, two. 


years ago, these gentlemen opposite did 
“not. then act in the way 
are acting to-day. Here in this 
 eity, and in the city from which 
: oo Gardiner comes, action” was 
eee that was entirely antagaqnistic 
to the principle now advocated. Do hon- 
 orable senators. opposite recall that it 


was in April, 1918, when Haig delivered » 


his celebrated message to the effect that 


our men had their backs to the wall, 


Who 


and that no man should give way ¢ 


“was it who then applauded the soldier? 
‘Who were the members of organizations 


that supported resolutions to the effect 
that there was no possibility of victory. 
for the Allies, and that Great Britain, 
should retire from the conflict 2 
The CHAIRMAN (Senator Shannon) 
Ores The honorable aa is not 
Day Sula the clause. 

Senator SENIOR.—I think I am in 
Teds in answering some of the charges 
that have been made against honorable 

a senators on this side. 


“The CHAIRMAN. 








: discussing the attitude of a political 
ee 





_ senator SENIOR. — | am complain- 


ing of the statements made by honorable 
“senators opposite; and I wish to place 


; 


on. record the fact that those who now. 


tea to be the friends of the soldiers 
were not their friends in April, 1918. 
| They are trying to establish the point 
‘that if we vote against the proposed new 
‘clause we are not the friends of the sol- 
diers; but it must be remembered that 
‘ina time of national stress and trial we 
proved that we were their friends. 







ie will prove anything the honorable sena- 
_ tor will do it. 
“Senator SENTIOR.—1f Iam saute 
I shall quote from a re portof the pro- 
| ee of the Sydney. Labour Council in 
. May, 1918, when the members of that 
body opposed a resolution—101 votes to 74. 





dy 





+ 





-General’s Conference, in favour of unit 
ing i in a Ont red CaP | | 


i am sorry Senator Bier ig cee. ee 
sent, as I would like to remind him Hint 





they — 


Phe honorable. 
Dane is not in order at this stage i 


‘Senator Garpiner.—li sheer humbug | 





that had been carried at the Governor. 





su ettoas ig toe eer the ay 
fore the. Ohare Gan 





Senator Garpiner.—l suppose ‘Senator : 
quoting from ‘a— me peg i 


Senior. is 
paper, from information prepared and 
supplied merely for the use of his party. : 


Senator SENIOR. —I wish to place ae 
on record, because we have been charged — 


with not desiring to assist the’ soldiers. a 





I must reply to that charge. 


The CHAIRMAN. — The honoree 


senator is not in order in discussing re- — 
cruiting, as that question is not before the: | 


Committee. 
Senator SENIOR. Upon cunaeong | 


on this side have been charged with acting — 


in an unfriendly way towards the soldiers, — 


because we are not supporting the inser- _ # 
‘Ib has: i 
been said that we are devoid of sincerity. ae 


tion-of the proposed new clause. 


Can honorable senators opposite say that 
they are sincere in their desire’to assist — 
the soldiers, when they have refused to. 


assist the recruiting movement, at a time 


when the Germans were wine AQ. miles 
of Paris? Where were honorable senators — 


then? It was at that critical stage In-our 


history that they said that victory was im- 
possible: We. said that\ victory ‘was 


possible, oad we stood by the soldiers then. 


and have done so ever since. But, _be- 
cause we’ do not: favour the insertion. ioe 
the proposed. clause, it does nob prove. that. 
we are not desirous - of assisting — our ex- 
fighting men. We have always. been. the 


friend of the Soldiers, but I decline: to. 
assist in including this clause in the Bill, 








because I do not think it is its proper 


place. However, if it is included, no 
machinery has been provided for giving 
effect 'to it. Jf sucha provision is neces- 


sary, why not introduce a separate ‘Bill 


to enable soldiers to start co-operative | on- 
cerns. 





is a vast difference between using public 
money and money belonging to the 
adiiera) If a separate Bill were sub- 


mitted, there would be more strength are 
"Senator Gardiner’s arguments in asking 


the Government to assisty “This is. not a 


‘question: of assisting, but. of doing. every 
thing, which is s a different, ‘pr 
tion. . 
i fettered 


We 


decir 





Such a provis! ton: should not be im- 
serted in a Repatriation ‘Bill, whe i 
money has to be found by the. Govern- 
ment and not by the soldier, and there 














? 


" Senator ¢ Gurannes —You told. 
re ecently, that your speeches were based on 
pee iestion entitled hang N otes. 


















Brite tor irae that the Gaslaien T a 
>was untruthful? Does oF ae that the 





‘ “true! Surely there paket ie a ehine 
_ wrong in quoting from a truthful record! 
The CHAIRMAN _—Conversations of 
7 hie character across the chamber are soy 
(ene out of order, 
Senator SENIOR: Vator ‘Gardiner 
is responsible for this discussion, and it is 





aes unfair and incorrect to say that — 
honorable senators on this side are un-— 


Ae friendly towards the soldier. Honorable 
senators opposite and their supporters de- 





_ history, As there is no provision in the 


Bill for giving effect to the proposed- 
- - dause, it ig my intention to pope sine 


> amen mn ent. nee x 


7 Senator | GARDINER © “Qew South 
"Wales 5.2].—I feel it is my duty ‘to 
_ reply to eS attack that has been made 

i on my party by Senator Senior. | 

words go, I do not think I have ever 





accused the honorable senator of being’ 


“unfriendly towards the soldier. He has 
been continually repeating the fact that 



















ane do anything he always shirks his re- 
_ pponsibility. The honorable. senator has 


: quotations, that the record of our party 
1s altogether unfavorable, but he must 


‘passing legislation that has been been of 
3 -preat advantage to our sdldiers. We ara 
“now asking the Government to go further 
ar nd do something in the interests of a 

few soldiers. Thi® clause merely -pro- 
Oe that assistance shall be ae in cer- 


og iecetue i, La the: Minister a 


Ee en in ae hake ey Hee should the 


no ey has been wasted—I use the term 
sedly—in. Vai spout sy work than 





it weal Ale been ean to eae a 


‘thousands of pounds sterling per week. 


sands of pounds per week. 


-serted our men in the darkest hour of our 


So far as. 


he is the soldiers’ friend for three years, 
but when an opportunity comes for him 


‘been endeavouring to prove, by reading 


‘remember that we were responsible for 


hag to approve of assistance being - 


4 S ‘ot ways of enue Dauner ‘find. ; 
reg et For the last two Years more’ 










dozen co-operative concerns. It runs into 







Senator pe Larciz.—Ask the men if 
the money has been wasted. 


Senator GARDINER.—It is pee 
able how honorable ‘senators opposite 
disregard. past occurrences and how they 
carefully endeavour to ‘prevent. thing 
happening in the future. The way the 
Repatriation Department has been ¢on- 
ducted has been costing the country thou- i 


Senator Mituen, —Co-operation | would 
not have affected that, rea a 


Senator GARDINER.—If fae ROE 
lished co-operative concerns they would 
be so profitable that the men would get 
away from the Repatiatian Department 
altogether. | - 

Senator Mriren, noe the Honereble 
senator suggest that the co- operative 
concerns would be profitable at once? 


Senator GARDINER. ——They Mould a 
become profitable almost as soon as they 
were started, and would give employ.) ; 
ment. 


Senator Minuen. — Could ‘they be 
started at once ? : 


Senator GARDINER. —They could ie 
started without any delay.  Half-a-. 
dozen men would soon start a co- operative 
business if they could be assured that | 
they would be assisted—I do not say with 
moneys of the Repatriation Department, 
but. with their own .moneys—and_ once 
they got together they could go on with 
their co-operative concern. Honorable 
senators will say that they could do this 
without this clause, and while that is 
true, they could do it very much: better 
with the advantage of this clause. They 
eould do it so much better that hondr: 
able members in another place said that 
the provision should be inserted in this 
Bill, and they gave the Minister for 
Repatriation the right to refuse or to. 
accept any proposal made under it, IT 
am satisfied that if any proposition was 
submitted in connexion with which re-— 
turned soldiers were likely to ldse money 
the Minister would not agree to it. Tf 
any particular’ proposal © “could: not be. 
shown to be on a sound business. footing 
it would be immediately turned down. 
We are asked to insert a provision which 
can be taken advantage of only on the 
initiative of | the soldiers themselves 


4 
ye i, 
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Honorable senators opposite refuse to 
agree to the amendment of the House 
‘of Representatives, and yet Senators 
Senior and Newland stand up and parade 
their support of the returned soldiers. 
I say that so far as their professions of 


support are concerned I have to accept 


them, because I have heard them say a 
hundred times that they are interested 
and enthusiastic supporters of the re- 
turned soldiers. 
a different opinion “of them when I 
find them refusing to agree to any vfo- 
posal that would benefit the returned 
soldiers. & know their professions as to 
what they did when the war was on, and 


what somebody else did not do, and what 
they thought of persons who spoke in a 


way that did not please them. 
Senator NEwLAND.—The verdict of the 
soldiers is a very satisfactory one, I may 
tell the honorable senator. 

Senator GARDINER.—I hope that 
‘Senator Newland is well satisfied with it, 
and particularly satisfied with the way 


we were permitted to carry on the war 


and finish it. We have.secured the 
peace which the party opposite said they 
fought for, and they have got everything 
‘they wanted. 
Senator Newianp.—I am afraid not. 
Senator GARDINER.—The party op- 
posite were going to win the war; they 
were kept in power for the. purpose. 
What more do they want? 
Senator Newland says that he is afraid 
they have not got what they wanted. 
Senator FarrBAIRN.—We won the war 
right enough. : 
Senator GARDINER. — Unquestion- 
ably; but I am not quite sure whether 
it was Senator Fairbairn ‘or Senator 


- Senior who won the war. 


Senator Farrparrn.—It was not Sena- 
tor Gardiner, anyway. : 

Senator GARDINER.—I am -quite 
sure it was not,’ but I do- not mind 
putting my record against that of 
Senator Newland and taking his judg- 
ment upon it. Here we are considering 


, not what honorable senators did in the 


past, but what they are prepared to do 
to-day, and we find that honorable 
senators opposite are not prepared to do 
anything but live on their record as the 


old ‘‘ has-beens’’ who won the war. 


Senator Mirtten.—The honorable sena- 
tor would not call the members of this 


party the “ has-beens” after the last elec-. 


tions ? i | 
eae | 


: busralian Soldios’.<  S ENA 1. 


But I am forced to . 


And yet. 


‘riation. 


eo Olanse 48-50" 










Repatriation Bil. 
Senator GARDINER. No; honorable | 
senators are the “its,” but still the fact 
remains that whilst before the elections 
they had a majority of fifty-four, the 





_ Government now lives by the grace of the 


members of two other parties in Parlia- 
ment. So far as the party on this side 
is concerned we increased our numbers | 
in the House that makes and unmakes 
Governments, whilst the party opposite is 
dependent for their majority on the — 
Country party or the Labour party, and 
cannot carry on without that assistance. 

Senator Newianp. — Where is the 
honorable senator’s party in the Senate? © 

Senator GARDINER.—The members 
of our party were cheated out of their 


‘ positions here by an Act which swindled 


them out of the right to have the votes 
recorded for them counted. In the last 
two elections there was not a. dif- 


‘ference’ of 2,000 votes between Senator is 


McDougall and myself, but at the last 
election, because all the votes counted ~ 
were not recorded, there | 
difference of 100,000 votes between us. 
Every one knows that that is- not’ a © 
true index of the way in which the people | 
voted. If All the votes recorded for Sena- 
tor McDougall were counted, it is pos- — 
sible that he would be here instead of my- 
self, : ; ete) 
Senator Newianp.—And a very good. — 
thing, too. tae I GR yy) 
Senator GARDINER.—I realize that* 
it would be quite a good thing for the 
country and for every one else, but honor- 
able senators opposite can take very little 


credit for having passed a Bill which 


swindled Senator McDougall out of his 
job. The House of Representatives has 
proposed the insertion of the proyvisiow 
which can only~be brought into force on — 
the initiative of the soldiers, and which 
is controlled by the' Minister for Repat- — 
IT shall certainly call for a 
division on the amendment, and will let 
the matter go now without further dis- 
cussion. Morne SSC Nn in 
Motion agreed to. | ced 
(1) The Minister may, on the recommenda- 
tion of the Commission; appoint Local Com- 


_ mittees within a State or Territory. 


(2) The persons to be appointed as members 
of a Local Committee shall be pares in the — 
prescribed manner, AN wstagy es hy) 

(3) Subject to the reg 


7 tH) ‘ ah) ilss ieap 
ulations, a Local Com- — 


mittee shall have power to raise and control Ns 


e¥ 


* ‘ Pi ie er ah 
= I ; iver ; 
ae La earaete, at 





Was oar: 





ition Sia 


Ces. for the district for. which ‘they are ap- 
pointed and to disburse those funds within 
_ that district for the granting of assistance and 
benefits to any of the classes of persons speci- 
fied in paragraphs (a), (b), (c), and (d) of 
the last preceding section or ‘to any relative or 
_ person not specified in paragraphs (6), (c), 
or (d) of that section who was dependent upon 
any deceased or discharged Australian soldier 


pose prescribed by the regulations. 
(4) A Local Committee shall have such other 
_ powers as are prescribed. 
(5) Members of a Local Committee shall hold 
office during the pleasure of the Minister. 
_ (6) Any Local Committee appointed under 
the Australian Soldiers’ Repatriation Act,1917- 
1918 shall, subject to the approval:of the Min- 
ister, continue as if appointed under this Act. 

(7) The executive of a Local Committee may 
exercise such of the Done of the Committee 
as are prescribed. © 
i House of eproemanaes Amendments.— 

Omit “ Minister son on the recommendation 
of the Commission ” insert “ Commission 
may.” 

After sub- clause 4 insert the following sub- 
clauses :— 
silt “(44) The Commission ‘shall appoint, Aor 
~ each Local Committee, an executive con- 
sisting of seven members of the Commit- 
tee. 

(48) Five ideabers of the executive of 
each Local Committee shall be nominated 
by the Committee, and two m members shall 
be selected by the. Commission.” 

Omit “shall hold office during the 
pleasure of the Minister”, insert “and of 
the executive of a Local Committee skall 
hold office during the pleasure of the Com- 
mission ”. 
ies Omit “shall, subject to the approval of 

De the Minister,” insert “and the executive 
of any such Local Committee shall”. 
Omit “may exercise such of the powers 
gr of the Committee as are prescribed”, in- 
_- gert “ shall have and may exertise— 
. (a) such of the powers of the Commit- 
tee as are prescribed, and- 
‘Sieh (b) such other powers as are preseribed : 
ig 2) Provided that, in the exercise of 
: any powers conferred in pur- 
suance of paragraph (b) of 
thig 
tive shall -be responsible only 
to the Commission.” 


_ Senator MILLEN (New South Wales— 
_ Minister for Repatriation) [5.12].—All 
amendments relate to the same 
The Bill as it left the Senate 










Bee ing law, to be Fa A by the Minister. 
Hut. 1s proposed by the House of Repre- 
sentatives, in conformity with the general 
scope of the Bill, to make these dependent 
upon the Commission. The duties of the 
executives of the Committees are set out, 


and makes their Few aaah dependent 


7 ee 


prior to his enlistment or for, any other pur- 


sub-section, the execu- 


tao Aprr, 1920. ; 


_Insert the following clauses :— 


~ 


> 
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upon the Commission instead of | ‘the ia 
Minister. I move— 


‘That the amendments be agreed to. 





“Motion agreed to. 


House of , Representatives’ Amendments — 4 


“56a. The Commission shall furnish to the 
Minister annually for presentation to Parlia- 
ment a report of the SADE Aon and opera. 
tion of this Act, 

568. Where, prior to the pakeing of this Act, Me 
a local fund for the repatriation of Australian ‘ 
soldiers has been raised in any district, the 
control of that fund shall, subject to the regu- 
lations, be vested in the trustees for the jee 
being of the fund.” 


Senator MILLEN (New South Wale yy 
Minister for Repatriation) [5.14]—The 
House of Representatives have further — 
amended the Bill by inserting new 
clauses 564 and 56z. A counterpart. ta.) 
these provisions appears in the existing 
Act, but by some oversight was not in- 
cluded in the Bill now under ¢onsidera- 
tion when it was introduced. The pro- 
posed new provisions are se 
and I move— 








i 


That the amendments be agreed a, 


Motion agreed to. = 
Clause 57 (Regulations)— 
House of~ epresentatives’ Amendment— 


After ‘‘mothers’’- insert “or stepmothers. yp My 
Omit “ widows and were prior to the enlist- Pik 
ment of those seldiers dependent .upon them”? 
insert “either widowed, divorced or deserted”. 
Omit “and”. Omit “or stepmothers’. After 
sub- -paragraph (v) of. paragraph (d) insert 
the following sub-paragraph:— ei 
“ (vi) any person who was, prior to the 
death of an Australian soldier, re- | 
cognised as his wife although 1 noe oy 
legally married to him.’? ah a 
Benatar MILLEN (New South Wales fl 
Minister for Repatriation) [5.16].— 
These are amendments in conformity — 
with a series of amendments to which the | 
Committee has already agreed) . They’) 
provide for the inclusion in these benettiaat 
of stepmothers, widowed, divorced, or oa 
serted wives, and of women recognised as a 
wives although not legally married to the 
deceased soldier. “I move— | 








That the amendments ‘be agreed to. 


Motion agreed to. 
First Schedule— i 
House of Representatwes’ dA menditentae Mi 


After “payable” insert “ Setsere to the aa 
sions of the third ada " 






a HM 





| ic | 


_ Australian unre oN a 









this amendment, the House of Repre- 


sentatives proposes, in the third line of 


the First Schedule, to insert the words . 
“subject to the provisions ofethe Third 
. Schedule.” 


The intention is to connect 


. the First Schedule with, the payments 


provided for in the Third Schedule. I 
-move— 
‘That the amendment be agreed to. 


Motion agreed to. i 
~ Second Schedule— - 


| House of Representatives’ Amendment— 
After the first poraereee insert the following 
paragraphs:— 

“The Commission may grant a pension not 


' exceeding the special rate of pension to any 


person, or any member of the Forces, who is 


suffering from tuberculosis, and who has been, 


for at least six months, an inmate of an estab- 


» lishment for persons so suffering, and has been 


discharged from that establishment: 
Provided that this paragraph shall not autho- 


rise the grant of a pension to such member of 
‘the Forces unless, upon his discharge from 
the establishment, ‘the medical officer in charge 
‘of that establishment has certified that such 


discharge i is not a menace to public health.” 


Senator MILLEN (New South Wales— 


| Minister for Repatriation [5.18]—The 


Second Schedule 


provides for the 
payment of a special pension ‘to blinded 
and totally and permanently incapacitated 


men, and it is proposed, by the insertion 


of these new paragraphs, to include 


: amongst those entitled to the special rate 
- of pension members of the Forces suffer- 


- ing from tuberculosis. 


I move— 
‘That the amendment he agreed to. 


f 


Motion agreed to. 
Third Schedule— 


House of Representatives’ Amendments— 


. After the item “widowed mother of an un- 
_ married member” insert the following item:— 
“Widowed or unmarried mother of an un- 
_ married member who was born out of wedlock, 
and who was brought up, by her: the rate speci- 
fied in column 2 of the First Schedule, provided 


that,’ 


in the case of a widow, 


-~ widow, either prior to, or within three years 
_ after, the death of the member.” 








Senator MILLEN ( 


f Minister. for Repatriation) [5.19 ]—This 
is consequent upon paneer already 
aoe and limove-- ; 





_ That the amendment - rhe agreed DON et le 
: Motion agreed to. Sh) 





nidenater MILLEN aN ew South Wales. : 
| can uak for Repatriation) [5.17].—In 


she became a 


oF WA 


oat ‘Schedule! 


House of Representatives’ Ame 
Omit’ all the words after “ ame: 
oe abe and insert— a "s 





Rate of Pertaneny 
Pension payable. 


column 4 in First 
Schedule opposite — 


Description of Disability. 
. : Member’s Rate of 





Pay. 
. : ’ Per contum, 

Loss of two or more limbs 100. 
Loss of both eyes i 100. 
Loss of one eye, together with 

loss of leg, foot, hand orarm | 100 
Loss of both arms ; 100 
Loss of both legs" 100 
Loss of both feet 100 | 
‘Loss of both hands 100 © 
Loss of hand and foot 100 — ; 
Loss of all fingers and thumbs 100 — 
Lunacy 100 
Wounds, injuries, or sense. i in- ‘ 

volving total permanent dis-| ~ % : 
' abling effects -. .. ee 1. 100 ed. 
Very severe facial disfigurement] 100 : 


Amputation of leg at hip, or of 
right arm at shoulder joint 


(if right-handed), or of left for MmOnths say 
arm at shoulder joint (if | 80 thereafter 
deft handed) | Nat Hy PE aie eam 
Severe facial disfigurement ..| 80 
Total loss of speech .. - 80 
Loss of leg or foot .. | >. & months - 
. et 75 thereafter 
bey -¢ {1-100 for first six i 
Loss of arm or hand : | © & months 
75 thereafter _ : 
Total deafness Bek MOH UE GEE sear 


Loss of vision in one OVC A 50) ei hd nig 





For the purposes of this Schedule, a leg, foot, nite 


arm or eye is deemed to be lost if it is, rendered 
permanently and wholly useless. oe 


Senator MILLEN (New South ‘anes | 


Minister for\ Repatriation) [5. 20].— 





Under the Fourth > Schedule, Mt is Dr 


vided that— Ria 


Any member of the Forces who is. : inte aa 
tated by reason of a disability specified in the . 
first column, of this Schedule, shall receive the 
rate of pension shown in the second columm of 
this Schedule yas ie yg pte of No oh ele. 


disability. 






The amendment made ue the aon 


Nidiis Shasth We Representatives does not, in effect, alter 


the Schedule under the existing law, but 


sets out the various degrees of disability 
The Schedule 
Me adopted by the British Parliament deals” i 


in greater particularity. | 


with a vast. number of forms,” in which 





- Percentage of rate in 








100 eye! fee ie 








of | 






ee 


100 for first six.’ oe 








to group he MEG of ‘Aisabilt ‘ander 
certain main headings. ‘This is thought 
ot desirable, and the soldiers themselves pre- 
- fer to have the injury set out t with the 
ae rate of pension payable 1 in 2 ae 
> thereof. . 1 OWE 
That the amendment, be agreed to, me 


~ 










‘Motion agreed to. | 
: a Reported that > the Cae. bbad 
agreed to the amendments with the excep- 





: tion of Nos. 4 and 30, to nel ee dis-. 


aged 
« Report adopted. ee 
Motion (by. Senator Ais) agreo’ 
i “to * 

“That a Geeae oe a ae ‘of ‘Senators 
faire, Newland, and the’ mover, be appointed 
_to prepare and bring up reasons for disagreeing 
ae _ to certain of the amendinents of ‘the Hotise of 

_ Representatives. Ree 


c 
ee { 


oan DIRNIGRATION 5 BILL. 
nen on solar y 


Tabet yf 


"PASSPORTS BILL. 
‘Snoonp Reaping. i i. 


ok Debate resumed, from 28th April (vide 
“page 1518), on motion aPy Penator 
PIVNSSELL Fg ) 
nae ‘That this Bill be Row toed 3 a 4 second Boe, 
 \Benater GARDINER (New South 
Wales) [5. 21].—This is another piece of 
that finicky legislation introduced by. the 
Government which exercised under the 
War Precautions Act powers which the 
War Precautions Act never conceded to 
them, but which they assumed to them- 
‘elves. I look upon this measure as one 
of the small things that do not matter 
much. While a Government like this is 
in office, it scarcely matters whether it 
has taken power by legislation or whether 
it exercises it at it8 own discretion. The 
system of passports proposed in this Bill 
appears to me to. be simply an attempt to, 
interfere with the travelling coni- 
munity, and to harass and’ annoy people 
jas much as possible by insisting that 
they shall come to a Government De-' 
‘partment — before ae biel (ch ee 


he 























| of avaiy 
| read This is ‘ctl? pant fee pee | 





oe {hb sort of eels of Siok oe 
out a passport. 


there is no difficulty in getting them 


portance, yet a. citizen of Sydney who 


ment have. intiodueed : it, and can pass. iby. 


bee a division against it. 


‘Bill. to facilitate travelling. 










































Government seem so fond, costing a good 
deal to administer, adding considerably 
to the irritation of the community, and 
benefiting no’ one in particular, For 
years one could leave this country with- 
If the Government wis 
to regulate the travelling community b 
means of passparts, they should see that 


Sydney is the chief city of Australia, 
easily first in wealth, population and im- 


wants to travel has to wait until Mel- 
bourne is communicated with. A Bill 
which continues ,such a system is not 
worthy of the consideration of the Senate. 
We can get on very well without all’ thi 
class of legislation. It is not satisfactory 
and it stops no one going outside this 
country who really wants to go. If | 
desire to get out of Australasia without 
passport I can do so. We have had eases 
where men have gone without passports, 
and also other eases where passports have — 
been issued very expeditiously, even when 
the Government did not want them to be — 
issued. The Bill is in accord with the 
levislation for which the Government are 
becoming famous or infamous, legislation 
that aims at interfering with private per- 
sons, legislation that wants to bring every- 
thing under the control of Departments, 
and enable the Government to interfere by. 
one means or another where Government 
interference is of no value and no benefit. 
As this Bill is part and parcel of tha 
sort of thing, I will not detain honorable 
senators by discussing it. The Govern- 


as | have no doubt they ‘will, I shall call ; 


Senator * RUSSELL (Vistonia ams : 
President ‘of the Executive Couneil). 
[5.27|—Senator Gardiner is. evidently 
under a misapprehension as to the objects 
of the Bill, He says people can leave. 
Australia without passports. That is 
quite true, but they cannot get into othe 
countries without passports. This is 
All sorts | 
people are exempt, such, for instance, 
any member of the N: aval or Militar, 
Forces maa the, Commonwealth on 
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an oversea voyage, any person visiting 
or returning to New 


Norfolk Island, &c.. 


New Zealand, 
Zealand, Papua, 
On other people there is no restric- 
tion beyond the securing of a simple pass- 
port prior to leaving the Commonwealth. 
That document will facilitate travelling 
in other parts of the world. Senator 
Gardiner might be able to, obtain facili- 
ties for travelling when he reached Eng- 
land, but it would be foolish to permit 
people to leave Australia for other parts 
of the world, as probably thousands will 
be doing shortly, to see the graves of 
their boys or for other purposes, without 
taking with them from Australia a cer- 
tificate that they are reputable citizens 
of Australia. ! 
- Senator Garpiner.— One gentleman 
who wanted to go from New South Wales 
some time ago for health reasons could 
not get a passport. 
_ Senator MrittEn.—What was his name? 
Senator GarpIner. —Georgeson, 
Senator RUSSELL.—There is no re- 

‘striction ‘on anybody’s liberty, but the 
passport has been made essential not by 
any action we have taken, but by action 
_ taken in practically every other country 
in the world. 

Question resolved in the affirmative. 

Bill read a second time. _ 

In Committee: 

Clauses 1 and 2 agreed to. 

Clause 3 (Persons leaving the Common- 
wealth to have passports bearing proper 
visé)., | 

Senator FOLL (Queensland) [5.30]-— 
1 wish to—draw the attention of the 
Minister to a case that arose some time 
ago in connexion with the issue of a 
passport, and to ask him for some assur- 
ance that what happened then is not 
going to be the practice of the Depart- 
ment. . In that case the passport was 
applied for and granted, and the persen 


who received it travelled as far as Fre-> 


mantle. Then, on account of certain 
private circumstances that arose, the 
Department cancelled the passport, and 
the holder was pulled off the boat and 
left at Fremantle. * On account of the 
delicacy of the case I shall not quote any 
names; but is it-the intention of the 
Government, having once satisfied them- 


selves of the bona fides of an applicant, 


and issued a passport, if circumstances 
_ arise which are altogether outside of 


i 


‘ek ok 4 “Ug RA Lad Vel deals LLP RMB ENON aoctes Reta jh) 


OS concern, to use Pe ‘powers 
in that way ? 


Senator RUSSELL. Ne you give 


the reasons ? 


Senator FOLL. —The person ‘concerned © 


was a lady who was travelling to England 
in the company of a certain gentleman, 
as I understand, at his expense. Have 


the Government ‘determined by means of 
their power to issue passports to consti- 


tute themselves the controller of the 


morals of everybody who travels over- 


seas ? 

Senator RUSSELL 
President of the Executive Council) 
[5.32].—Probably we have heard only 
part of the story. I have heard of cases 


of ladies applying for passports under 
Any governmental 


assumed names. 
document secured by fraud or misrepre- 


sentation ought to be cancelled, and 


there is power in this Bill to do so. 


Senator Fotut,—Even after they have 


left the port? 
Senator RUSSELL.—Yes ; 


intended for use in another country. 


senator KEATING (Tasmania) [5. 33]. 


on all persons — 


—This clause imposes 






(Victoria — vie ie 


we have a : 
‘right to cancel any instrument of govern- 
ment obtained by fraudulent means and i 


leaving the Commonwealth, with specified — Hf 


exceptions, the obligation to secure pass- — 
Senator Gardiner referred to a . 


ports. 


matter regarding which I should like A 


to have 
Minister. Is 


tralized in Melbourne ? 


pore of embarkation from the Common- 
wealth was Sydney, as they were going 
across the Pacific or northward to ports 
in Asia. Before thev could get their 


passports they had to be in Sydney. [I © 


know cases where they left Tasmania, 


and were due to arrive in Sydney a little 
before the oversea boat was to leave, and 
interval between their arrival and 
It is 


the 
proposed departure was a holiday. 


very inconvenient for well-known and 


reputable inhabitants of Hobart to find — 


themselves unable to get their passport 
because the office in Sydney is closed. 


Could not some arrangement be made 


whereby in the different States those in- 


tending to travel could get their pass- 


further information from the 
it unavoidable’ that the | 
passport administration should be cen- 

I know instancégs 
where people from Tasmania desired to — 
travel beyond the Commonwealth. Their 


ports before they left their Rata oie ; 


It will be most awkward if people have~ 


to come from Western | Australia or 









Wa: aia ® 


; se 


| ) yi) 
PAU NS 
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 * Queensland. to Sydney or Melbourne as 
_ theirs port of embarkation overseas, and 
to find that they have to depend upon 
'_ eyentualities and contingencies in Mel- 

bourne: or Sydney as to whether they 

can get.their passports or not. Some 
arrangement might very well be made 
_ whereby intending travellers, before leay- 
ing their homes, should be given an assur- 

ance that they will receive their pass- 

ports in due course. In one case that I 


was apprised of the possibility that upon 
_ his arrival in Sydney he would be unable 
to obtain his passport. He communicated 
“with me, and I suggested to the, authori- 


issued and forwarded to him in Tasmania 
_ through certain Commonwealth officers. 
_ The authorities found themselves unable 
, to adopt my suggestion, but consented t6 
make special arrangements to meet this 
particular case. ~I do not know what 
would have tyre to this traveller 
had he not taken the precaution to com- 
municate with me prior to leaving his 
ie home in Tasmania. If we are going to 
_ impose upon the public the obligation to 
obtain passports we should ‘certainly 
facilitate the issue of those passports, and 
we ought not to compel intending travel- 
Jers to visit a particular centre with no 
assurance that upon their arrival there 
they will receive them. 


Senator RUSSELL 
President of the 





(Victoria — Vice- 


so 


Bee ee ae 


that the best possible facilities should be 

available to the travelling public in the 
oF on _ matter of .obtaining passports. 
trouble which has been outlined by ‘the 
honorable senator was due to special cir- 
. cumstances. - During the war period the 
Intelligence Department’ was centralized 
~ at the Defence Head-quarters in Mel. - 
) bourne. But under this Bill itis in-~ 
tended to vest in the Customs Officers of 
each State full authority to administer 
- it under a civil Department instead of as 
part of a military: organization. 


Senator GARDINER (New -South 
a Wales) [5.39] -—Under this Bill a de- 












Bi: altogether too much power. Mine clause 
in it seeks to authorize him to cancel a 
eat which has been issued. I have 
_ been called upon, quite a number of times 


[29 Apmis, 1920] 


-have in my mind, an intending traveller 


po ties here that the passport might be. 


Executive Council) | 
ak. 37|.—I agree with Senator Keating 


The. 


- to intervene in order to enable intending | 


‘1899 


travellers’ to get away by certain over-— 


sea vessels. 
not to ee 


| That sort of thing ought 
The humblest eitizen of 


the Commonwealth is either entitled to a _ 


passport or he is not. 
not be issued to him, 


If a passport will. 
it is undesirable 
that a member of Pal amens should be 


called upon to exert his influence to en-— 


able him to get it. 


I have always found them extremely 
obliging and willing to assist travellers 


I have no complaint — 
against the departmental officers as such. 


.mn every possible way. But I object to ~ 


the system which the Bill seeks to intro- 


duce. 


The Government are introducing — 


measure after measure in which provision _ 
is made to clothe different persons with 


powers which they ought not to be per-' 
Yet no \protest 1s 
Of course, a Justice of the High 
Court will protest when he sees the Go- 


mitted to exercise. 
made. 


vernment attempting to set, aside the 


Arbitration Court in favour of a Commis-_ 


sion, which has yet to be constituted, 
But "nobody else protests. This tendency 


to concentrate power in the hands of in- 


dividuals is a vicious one, which ele 


to be checked. 
Clause agreed to. 
Clauses 4 and 5 agreed to, 
Clause 6— 


A passport or permit or pass to leave the 


Commonwealth, issued by or under the autho- 


rity of the Government of the Commonwealth, _ 
may be cancelled by the permanent head Ong 


the Department controlling the issue of pass- — 
ports, or by some person thereto authorized _ 
by him, and the passport, permit or pass, as — 


the case may be, shall thereupon be void. 


Senator GARDINER 


(New South 


Wales) [5:42].—To my mind, this clause ~ 


goes a long way too far. 


I object to em- — 


powering a Government .oflicer or some — 


‘person authorized by him to step on board — 


a vessel just as she is* about to depart 


from port, 


and 'to say to a passenger, 


‘You cannot proceed on your voyage — 
because, your passport has been can- — 


celled.’ ‘ 


Probably, I shall be told by 


the Minister that this power will be used — 


with very great discretion. 
always are. 


Such powers — 
But I am not, disposed to — 


acquiesce in any legislation which will 


confer such far-reaching power on ans 
Commonwealth officer. 
Senator 
use this power without very grave reason, 
Senator GARDINER.—If honamibtes 


RoweEtu.—No . officer would Q 


* 


senators are prepared to accept that ex- 


planation, why not eee officers Nags 


; iy 
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raised by Senator Gardiner. 


Oss 


tne be do tive 


conduct the necesary inquiries. 
quite in sympathy with the action taken 
_ by the Government in the case to which 


- President 


What if the 
head of the Government issued a pass- 
port to a particular individual, and a 
departmental officer who imagined that 
he had not received from the intending 


passenger that degree of respect to which 
he thought himself entitled took it upon 


himself to cancel the passport? (The 


whole position is full of danger. 


Senator FOLL (Queensland) [5.45 |7- 
I appreciate the point which has been 


Under this 
clause there is nothing to prevent a pass- 


‘port from being cancelled, without sufii- 


cient Treason, with the result that grave 
loss and inconvenience may be sustained 
by am intending ‘traveller. Seeing that 
a fair time must elapse between the 
period when a passport is applied for and 


the departure of the vessel by which, the 
applicant will travel, 


ample, opportunity for ‘the Department to 
Tam 


I previously referred, and I merely de- 


- sred to obtain from ‘the Minister an- 
authoritative statement as to the prin- 
ciple which is followed. 


Senator RUSSELL. (Victoria — Vice- 
of the . Executive Council) 
[5.46].—To me it seems strange that it 
should be suggested that the Common- 


wealth should not have power to cancel 


a passport which has been obtained by  , 


means of false representations. 


Suppose, 


for example, that a warrant has been 


issued for the arrest of a man who, under 
an assumed name, has’ obtained a pass- 
port and is fleeing from the Common- 
wealth. Ought we not to possess the 
power to cancel his ‘passport? I admit 


that if this provision were applied to the 


ordinary 


-eltizen, it would — operate 
harshly, 


But no, honest man has any- 


fC thing to fear from legislation of this 


kind. The power conferred by the clause 


is not likely to be abused. Tricks are 


frequently played by travellers by means 
‘of am exchange of passports, and the 
clause is intended to prevent that, sort 
of thing. 

 Genator GARDINER 
- Wales) [5.48].—I object to vesting in 
Government officers powers which should 


be wielded only by Courts of Justice. 
This clause seeks to: clothe | Government s« 


under which the power shall be exer-— _ 


means of misrepresentation could 


IT have: 
nothing to urge against departmental 
| officers, but I do object to giving them 
_ powers the exercise of which may con- 
siderably embarrass the travelling public. 


claim 


surely ‘there is . 


tries did not require them. then. 


Government? 
course, would not use this power -indis- 


Foll quoted a case of mistaken. identity, 


(New South 








Cait ie 
ieee Lee power as cancel passports “ 
without setting forth the . conditions Bh 


cised. If it provided that the passport — 
of a person who had obtained — th by 
I can- 


celled, I would not object. (If, any re- 


sponsible officer exercised the power of 


cancellation under such circumstances, : 
the individual concerned | would have no 
against him, But if an officer — 
compelled a passenger to leave a vce : 
just as she was about to depart from an’ ‘| ‘ 
Australian port,.and thus held him up 
to public ridicule, that officer could go — 
into Court and plead. this clause as a | 
justification for his conduct. f quite 
agree with the necessity for dealing with 
persons who have obtained passports by 
means of fraud or misrepresentation, put 5 
I would deal with them by law. Unless an 
there are legal grounds for action, the — 
Government ee: no right to interfere ae 
with them. ats 
Senator Prarce.—We do not interfere _ 
with them. We merely say ‘‘ We will | 
not issue you a. passport, becattse Ria i i 
have made a false statement.”? | 
Senator GARDINER. — Phere 
nothing in this clause about’ passports be 
ing obtained under false pretences. It 
simply provides that a ‘passport may be 
cancelled by the permanent head of the 
Department, or by some person -autho- 4 
rized by him. 3 i 
Senator Forz.—How did ‘they aot on 
before the war with regard to passports? 
Senator GARDINER.—Very well. 
‘Senator Prarcz,—Because other coun 


















Senator. ‘GARDIN ER. — Why” “alhteldl 
any officer be given power to cancel a pass-— 
port issued under the authority of the 
Departmental officers, oe Ae 










criminately, but it. may be used unwisely ey 
on some occasion. And Senator Fo ae 





» Senator GARDINER. ia ee ; 


in which al anit aerate officer would have 
urely 


‘permits saath ae may ee cance at 






eames . Dag me Sraeip 

























MGeotveson, ay. was ml, and, acti 
edical advice, applied for a passport to 
o to New Zealand, where-he could get 
beneficial treatment’ for his. particular 
ailment. The Federal. Government, in 
no way concerned with the“ legal aspects 
of the case—because there was 10 ‘charge 
- against the man—declined to issue a per- 
“mit. That was an outrage. They may 
claim, of course, ‘that public opinion will 
be with them; but. im certain. eireum- 
stances I would not care very much 
* about public opinion.. Ifa man is at 
etd liberty, and has TO charges | pending 
against him, it is wrong in principle to 
oe interfere with his liberty in any way. 
Senator Russerz:-—Did not the Judge 
say that he could not give a verdict until 
he could get evidence from this man? 

_ Senator GARDINER. — A Royal 
Commission: was appointed to make the 
inquiry, and the Commissioner indicated 
that he could not come to a final decision 
~until he had obtained evidence from 
' Georgeson. But there was. no statement 
-aboutas “uspicion, nor was there any doubt 
about the man’s physical condition. I 
























ay 


a quested to. withhold a permit from 
Georgeson, but he was ‘not able to get 
one, and, therefore: could not leave Aus- 
tralia. Tf there was any. suspicion 
against a man I could understand the 


Mee object to power being vested in any 
one to interfere with the liberty of any 
person against whom there is no charge. 
T stand for the liberty: of the’ individual, 
and regret. to notice a gradual invasion 
| of this principle in recent legislation. If 
action is to be taken against any person, 


lowed; and if there is a desire to prevent 
his departure from the Commonwealth, 
a _ the necessary bail should be asked for. 

Senator Russery Suppose a man 
suspected of murder attempted to get 
away from Australia. He could be ar- 
ested at Fremantle or any other port 
on suspicion, and his. permit cancelled. 
“id is. done A aei penal On course, he 


_— which I oun ike. ae ifn bcs 
~ to look into more closely. “When ac- 
mm is taken against any man, a certain 





‘Sydney for Ceylon, and something hap. 


authority to interfere with passport 
appease the clause. i 


When the Bill was: ‘introduced, honorable 


do not know if the Government were re- 


Government taking this precaution ; but. 


the proper legal course should be fol 


tion provisions of the measure. 


un qunt of Ya rages * Nae et an | 


man concerned dl de ee in the tac 
position of knowing that he would — 
come before a Court of Jaw for trial. 
The position under this clause is different 
If, for instance, I joined a vessel in 











pened, a departmental officer would have 

authority, in the presence of all the pas- 
sengers, to take my passport from me, 
and I would have no redress. I would 
be practically ‘drummed ’’ off the ship 
in full view of everybody, and degraded — 
before the whole community. Iti is an en- 
tirely wrong principle to give any on 












issued by the Government, and so I shall 
Senator FOLL (Queensland) [6. 2I- 


senators were assured that its purpose was 
to facilitate passengers who wished to 
travel to other countries. In. view ‘of 1 
ynat fact, I fail to see the necessity to 
make inquiries in connexion’ with the 
issue of passports, seeing that they are 
to be issued merely to enable travellers 
to enter other countries. « : 
‘Senator Earte.—If the honambe sena- 
tor gave some person a credential, he 
would not like to know afterwards that 
it was obtained by forgery. ae 
Senator FOLL.—That I think is a 
weak argument in support of the clause. 
In the past, whenever people ‘‘ wanted | 
by the police attempted to get away from 
this country, they have been stopped a 
the wharfs, or some other port of the 
Commonwealth, and, owing to the vigi- 
lance of the police authorities, (Moe) few 
have been able to get away. 
Senator RUSSELL (Victoria — View 
President of the Executive Council) [6.3] 
—I am afraid Senator Foll has not given 
very close attention to the clause. Me 
authority ta cancel is limited to a hea 
of a Department, who is in pretty clos 
touch with the Minister, but action ma 
be taken under instructions by an 
officer at Fremantle, in North Queens- 
land, or some other, distant port of Lie 
Cima pn wealth: The law will always ie 
open to abuse provided people are pre- e- 
pared to take the responsibility of ‘hee 
actions. . 












I draw attention to the exemp- 
It is- 











provided that— 4 


If the Minister notifies, by notice in he 
‘Gazette, that an arrangement. has been made 
with | the: Governmon(: of any Spee Moca 
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- port. 


ments 


-voured to leave Australia with 


mit them to leave on a vessel. 
eel their passports they will be brought — 
ta justice. 
instances whete men who were supposed - 


_ gations 
managers of banking institutions and the 





reas 


Australian Soldiers’ 





‘which persons, who are British subjects or are 
‘subjects or citizens of that country, are not, 


when proceeding from the Commonwealth to 
that country, required to be in ae ‘of 


passports, the provisions of sub-section (1) of 
‘the last preceding section shall, so long as the 
“notice continues in force, not apply to. British 


subjects, or the subjects or citizens of that 


country, when travelling direct from the Com-_ 


monwealth to that country. 


It is our desire to make mutual arrange- 
between Australia and Great 
Britain, and if passengers to Great Britain 


desire to visit some other country 4 
passport issued in Australia will be of 
considerable value. 


During the next ten 
years it will be of very little use for a 
tourist to travel in Europe without a pass- 
Honorable senators are familiar 
with cases where persons have endea- 
other 
people’ Ss money. 

Senator Four.—Cannot the police stop 


such persons ? 


Senator RUSSELL.—Not if we per- 
If we can- 


I can recall twenty or thirty 


to. have had good reputations have left 


Australia ‘but were compelled to return | 


from foreign countries to fulfil their obli- 
in Australia. I have known 


_ principal officers of building societies to 


abscond with trust moneys, and as they 


were well-known persons they were al- 


_ ways granted a passport. 


Senator Forit.—What if they have left 


‘the last port of call? 


Senator RUSSELL.—We would be 
helpless in the matter. If they had not 


_ reached the last port of call in Australia 


_ they could be recalled by wireless. 
once an absconding debtor, for instance,. 
_ is beyond the 3-mile limit, we have no 
_ eontrol over him. 
Bill will not affect the ordinary citizen, 





_ cent persons, 
leaving Australia when they 
_ right to do so, we have under this Bill 


Ne x 
‘ 
i 


When 


The provisions of this 


and it will be a means of protecting inno- 
If certain persons propose 
have no 


the power to withhold or cancel their 
passports and compel them to submit to_ 


a a proper wri; 


Clause agreed to. 

Clauses 7 to 10 agreed to. 

Title agreed to. 

Bill reported without amendment; re- 
port oe 


Wry 


Bill. 


As to amendment No. 4.—Because the term 


(REPRESENTATIVES. L Repatriation Bill, 





AUSTRALIAN | ‘SOLDIERS’ 
REPATRIATION BILL. — 
Senator MILLEN (New South Wales. 
Minister for Repatriation) [6.11].—I 
now bring up the reasons prepared by the 


Committee appointed in reference to the 


action of the Senate in disagreeing to 
the suggested amendments, Nos. 4 and 
30, made by the House of Representatives 
in the Australian Soldiers’ Repo 
They are as follows :— 


of three years is calculated to restrict the Go- 
vernment’s choice in the matter of appoint- 
ments to the Commission, and that, furthermore, 


it is not sufficiently long to secure continuity 
in administration, and a desirable independence — 


of action on the part of the Commissioners. 
As to amendment No. 30.— 


Because ‘it is not considered equitable to. 


extend to collective bodies of soldiers 
- benefits for which individual saliiete 
might not be eligible. 


Because the effect of the granting | of he Kh 
benefits contemplated by the amend- — 
ment would result in the unsettlement _ 
of the large majority of men whose 
re-establishment in civil life has al na) 


ready been accomplished. 





Because grave financial loss to. the Govern- 


ment, and disappointment to bodies of 


men may result from the starting of — es 


enterprises which may not Pe suc- ant 


cessful. 


Because if it is desirable to promote enter- he 
prises by means of Government ad- 
vances, the proposals should be the Tite sh 
subject of special legislation in which 
provision would be made for’ the crea- erat 
tion of the proper machinery to. ue Rita 


effect to such pony: 


I move— - 
That the reasons be adopted. 
Senator GARDINER (N ew Sane 


Ne [6.12].—I am wondering hetlioes | 


ought to agree to the reasons ane ; 
mitted by the Minister for Repatriation 


(Senator Millen). ~ Honorable senators _ 


opposite, of course, agree; but objections 
from those on this side should be re 
corded. When a Royal Commission sub- ~ 


mits its report,. Commissioners dissenting — 
are ‘permitted to record their objections, 


and I think honorable senators on oe 
side should be permitted to do 
in this instance. Personally, a think 


the objections are enlarged ee 


unduly, and could have been submitted, tho 


‘a more concise manner. 


in theref ore cOn- — fs 


tent myself by protesting against them — a 


as being unsound, hurriedly | drawn up, 
ill-considered, and of very little use. when — 


submitted to ‘the giants in another Pine d 


Question resolved in the. ev 
4 Senate digi ies at 6. 14, 


i 
rae . 


Be 
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Po Hlows of Representatives | 


iM tg : Thursday, 29 ae 1920. 


: ae Mr. Sen es (Hon. W. Elliot Johnson ) 
took the chair at 2.30 p.m., and read 
_ prayers. | 





WAR SERVICE HOMES. | 

Sourn Austratian Branco. 

" Mr. BLUNDELL.—The Government is 
Gy calling for applications from persons will- 
ing to fill positions in the South Austra- 
‘lian branch of the War Service Homes 
Department, and an expenditure of be- 
tween £5,000 and £6,000 is contemplated. 
As in that State there is already effi- 


cient and cheap provision for the build- © 


ang of soldiers’ homes, I ask the Prime 

‘Minister to look into the matter with a 

view of preventing the waste of public 

- money by the creation of a new and un- 
necessary Department? — 

Mr. HUGHES.—The facts of the case 

are not known to me, ot T shall look 

into the matter. 


INCREASE OF RENTS. 
Dr. MALONEY.—One of the oldest 


and longest established 1ronmongery firms 
in Melbourne has decided to close, be- 
- eause. the rental of its premises has been 
increased 60 per cent. In view of the 
continual raising of rents, I ask the 
Prime Minister if he will take action to 


















Mr. HUGHES.—T do not ee af any 
action that is within the ambit of the 
‘Commonwealth authority. Increases of 


Legislature to prevent, they being due to 
_ the depreciation of money, the apprecia- 
tion of goods, the increase of costs. of 
production, and other economic causes 
- with which the honorable gentleman, in 
_ common with every other citizen, must be 
' familiar. The increasing of ae is a 

_ phase of the phenomenon of high prices 
which confronts the whole world. There 
‘are, however, increases which do not come 
We within that category, and are unjust; and 
eS eres that I know of nou ne: that the 


> prevent unjust increases? ee 


rent per se are beyond the power of any 


- Committee. 


PUBLIC ACCOUNTS COMMITTEE. | 
Mr. TUDOR.—Will the Prime Minis- 
ter introduce a Bill to amend the Public © 
Accounts Act so that the Labour party — 
may be given the same representation on 
the Committee as it has had canes pre 

vious Parliaments? — 


Mr. HUGHES.—I assume that the : 
honorable member’s question arises out 
of the remarks made by the honorable — 
member for Maranoa (Mr. James Page), — 
when I moved last week for the appoint- 
ment of certain members to the Com-_ 
mittee. The matter is a difficult one to 
deal with, because regard must be had to 
the representation from the Senate. JT. 
understand that in previous Parliaments — 
the Ministexial and the Labour party have — 
each had three representatives from this — 
House, and that the Ministerial party has — 
had two representatives from the Senate, 
while the Labour party has been repre- 
sented by one: senator. Last week, it 
was stated on behalf of the Labour party — 


that, as its'strength in this House was 


inereased at the elections by two, its re- 
presentation on the Accounts Committee 
should not be decreased, a contention that 
I quite appreciate. I ‘would remind the 
honorable member, however, ‘that if the 
parties in Parliament are to be repre- 
sented on the Committee in proportion to 
their numerical strength, there must besa — 
representative to every eleven or twelve © 
members. The Country party would thus | 
be entitled to one representative on the - 
Committee, the Ministerial party to three 
representatives, because its membership. 


‘ numbers thirty-eight, and the Labour party 


to two representatives. If the member — 
ship of the Committee were increased to © 
ten, seven members being drawn from — 
this House and three from the Senate, 
ey would be the possibility of a deat) 
loe | 
Sir JosppH Coox.—And the balance he” “ 
tween the two Houses would be disturbed. — 
Mr. HUGHES.—To meet the eee 
able gentleman, I am willing to do this: 
If the motion that I have moved is passed, 
I shall, before the House adjourns for 


the visit of the Prince of Wales, bring in 


a Bill increasing the membership of the 
Committee by one, and giving the addi- 
tional representative to the Labour party, 
and, personally, I shall support it. I can- 
‘not hep to do more than that. - 








_INDU STRIAL CON VEN TION. 


Me BLAKELEY.—On what basis will : 


the trade unions of the Commonwealth be 
Tepresented at ‘the proposed industrial 
“eonvention to be called together. Pre the 
-rime Minister 4 

Mr. HUGHES.—There will be an 
oh number ‘of representatives. of | 
organized labour and of organized em- 
ployers respectively. The Trades Halls 


representatives in each 
State, leaving the unattached unions, 
‘such as the Australian Workers Union, 
to nominate another representative. That 


nominate five 


will mean that each State will nominate 
six representatives of the employers and 


_ Six representatives of organized labour. 
Mr. Tupor.—On what date is the con- 
ference expected to meet? 
Mr. HUGHES.—That will depend, ‘ 
& large extent, upon the expedition with 
: A the parties nominate their repre- 
_ sentatives. The Government are ready 
| to make a start at any time, but we can- 
not do anything until the parties have 
-sabmitted their nominations, _ 


NORTHERN TERRITORY. 
Rrrort or Royat Commission. 


Mr. McWILLIAMS.—When. will the 
report of the Royal Commissioner who 


inquired into the administration of the 


Northern Territory be available? Will” 
members be supplied with copies of the 
» evidence at as early a date as possible ? 
Mr. HUGHES.—I have not yet seen 
the report, ae 
PARLIAMENTARY OFFICERS. _ 
Payment or Non-Cierican Starr, 


Mr. BLAKELEY.—wWill you, Mr. 

Speaker, apply to the non-clerical staff 
employed in and about this House the 
' provisions of the award recently made in 
_ the Arbitration Court by Mr. Justice 
- Powers, and which is applicable to the 
- mon- -clerical staff in the Postmaster-Gene- 
ral’s Department? : 
| Mr. SPEAKER (Hon, W. Elliot Jona: 
‘son).—It has already been decided to re- 
adjust the rates of pay of the non-clerical 











the Tecent award referred to.- The 

matter is under the consideration of the 
President and myself at the present 
moment, with a view to ascertaining BRS 








_ (REPRESENTATIVES) 


employees of the House on the lines of. 


4 grog and scope of the award paises as. 








eau upon phe character of the ; 
done by the officers” employe 
nexion » with this House. | 


WHEAT: POOL. 


Mr. RODGERS. —Has the Prime Min- 
ister made arrangements. yeb with the — 
wheat-growing €tates for the continu-— 
ance of the present Wheat Pool in order 
to deal with the next guaranteed har 


throughout Australia have been asked to vest! 


Mr. HUGHES. —No arrangement has 
been made. 


baa 


' NOTE ISSUE. ee 
Mr. McWILLIAMS.—1I ask the Ae 

ing Treasurer if it is the intention of the ~ 
Government to issue’ 5s. notes, and, if so, 
will such issue be in addition to the pre: oie 
sent issue, or will notes of a value Cor me 
sponding to the new issue be retired? = 
. Sir JOSEPH ‘COOK.—No definitante ae 
cision has yet been arrived at, but I— 
and’ I am sure the whole of the Govern- 
ment—will be very averse from increas- 
ing the note issue, 


Fe 





























TWEED FOR SOLDIERS. xe 

Mr. FENTON.—As there is st con 
siderable misapprehension as to who are 
cligible to obtain tweed from the Geelong 
Woollen. Mills and the Anzac Tweed 
Trust, will the Assistant Minister for De- 
fence cause information to be circulated 
so that the persons entitled to the con. 
cession will be able to aoe advantage ¢ 
it? | 
Sir GRANVILLE RYRID Yes a 


ADJOURNMENT (Formal), 


DismrssaL or RETURNED Soipizrs. ar 
VICTORIA BARRACKS, Sypvey. ig 


Mr. SPEAKER.—1 eee 
from the honorable member for pete 
(Mr. Marr) an intimation that: it (geet) 
intention to move the adjournment of the 
House to discuss a definite matter 
urgent public importance, namely, “the 
dismissal of returned soldiers at Vict oria 
Barracks, Sydney, while civilians. and. 
girls are still employed.” 

Five honorable. menaners. shaving 1 
im their places, — | 


Question proposed! a 


Mr, MARR (Parkes) [2. as moe 
high eee will i the se sve 















sha 
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particularly in Government institutions, 
is preferable to the retention of civilians 


who were only temporarily employed dur- | 


ing the war, and some of whose appoint- 
ments are of quite recent date. A num- 
‘ber of returned soldiers at Victoria Bar- 
racks, Sydney, have been dismissed, but 
within the last couple of weeks at least 
fifty others have been notified that their 
services will be dispensed with from the 
end of the present month. The per- 
manent area sergeant-majors have been 
brought in to take the places of the dis- 
missed men. That is quite in accordance 
with the instructions issued by the Min- 
ister for Defence (Senator Pearce); but 
girls are still employed to keep the 
ledgers up to date; and, if it is the de- 


sire of the Department to close up the - 


_ branch in which these men have been en- 
gaged, their services could be transferred 


to the Pay Branch, which is an outstand- 


- ing instance of the injustice being done 
to “the returned soldiers, The officer in 


charge has not seen active service, and of- 


all the officers employed only one has 
| been to the Front. These officers have 
\ endeavoured to weed out returned soldiers 
from time to time, until to-day very few 
are employed in the Pay Branch, which 
is staffed by civilians and girls. I think 
about 400 persons are employed, of whom 
very few are returned soldiers. Recently 
the case of a man named Woodrow was 
brought under my notice. He is a 
married man with three children, and 
was employed as a clerk at £3 4s. per 
_ week. When he asked to be paid a living 
wage, the officer in charge insulted him 
_ by saying that he was better dressed than 
was the officer controlling ‘his section. 
_. No officer has a right to speak to any 
man in that way. Woodrow’s life was 
made unbearable in that section, and he 
was transferred to another branch, but 
b there the persecution continued, until he 
_ was compelled to sever his connexion with 
the Department. Returned soldiers have 
_ been dealt with in a most unjust manner, 
and it is time that effect was given to 
the instructions issued by the Minister 
_ for Defence. Only last Friday the Min- 
ister repeated the instruction, over his 
own signature, that, all other things being 
equal, returned soldiers’ should receive 
_ preference in employment.. The Depart- 
ment is flouting that instruction. 


























Mr. Manony.—Are not a number of 


the women employed in the Department — 


sisters of returned soldiers or widows OL) 


‘deceased soldiers? | 
Mr. MARR—That question was gone 
into yesterday, and it was estimated that 


of the girls employed not more than 10. 
per cent. are dependants or relations of a 


soldiers, 
Mr. Manony,—I know quite a num- 


ber. 


employed are relations of the officers em- 
ploying them. As a matter of fact, those 


who have the administration are shutting | 


their eyes to the instructions issued by 
the Minister. I had an interview with 
two returned men yesterday, one of them 


with one leg, and in receipt of the mag- 


nificent pension of 22s. 6d. per week. On 
that pension he cannot live, and he hag 


been employed as a clerk, but his services 
cease to-morrow. 


Mr, Jamus Paeu.—They do not get the 
same pay as the girls? 

Mr. MARR.—Some of the girls get al- 
raost as much as the soldiers do. No 
one better than soldiers themselves know 
how to deal with these departmental 
matters, and I protest that they have a 
prior claim to employment. 


Sir GRANVILLE RYRIE_ (North 


Sydney—Assistant Minister for Defence) — 
(3. 51].—I take it that the honorable © 
(Mr. Marr), as 


member for Parkes 
a new member, is not aware that, 
as a matter of courtesy, the Minis- 
ter concerned is always informed when 
there is an intention to move the 
adjournment of the House on any ques- 
tion. On the present occasion it was not 


-uutil the House ‘was actually meeting 


that I was madesaware of what he in- 
tended to do, and naturally I cannot be 
supposed to have all the material here on 


which to answer the charges he has made. — 


The honorable member admits that the 


instructions given by the’ Minister for 
Defence (Senator Pearce) are in keep- : 


ing with the accepted policy in regard to 
returned soldiers, namely, that where 
there is temporary employment which 
they can satisfactorily carry out, they 


shall be employed in preference to tem- 
porary employees who have not been _ 
I know, however, that the work - 
of the pay office in Sydney, far from be-— 


soldiers. 


ing so unsatisfactory as the honorable 
member endeavours to make out 





i] 


Mr. MARR.—A number of the ley 


oe 
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- Mr. Marr.—lI did not refer to the pay 
office. 

Sir GRANVILLE RYRIE.—TI under- 
stood the honorable member to say that 
even a wharf labourer could do the work 
of that office satisfactorily. 

Mr. Marr.—I did not.say that. 

Sir GRANVILLE RYRIE—In my 
opinion, the work of the staff in the pay 
office in Sydney will compare favorably 
with the work of any pay staff in the 
Commonwealth Service. However, I 
shall make it my business to see that in- 

quiry is made as to why the instructions 
of the Minister have not been carried out, 
if it is fact that they have been ienored. 
Tt must be understood that all returned 
soldiers are not fit to go into a pay oftice 
and take up the duties of temporary 
clerks who. have been years at the work. 


Bhe pay office is a very important branch 


of the Service, and experts are necessary 
in dealing with the pay-sheets and so 
forth. It would be ridiculous to employ 
men in such positions simply because bes 
are returned soldiers. 

_ Mr. Marnews.—That is what caused 
the chaos before. 

Sir GRANVILLE RYRIE.W— Quite 
SO. 

Mr. Fremina.—Are there not a num- 
ber of men who could take on the job 
if they were given the chance? 

Sir GRANVILLE RYRIEW—As 1 
liad no notice that this motion was to be 
submitted I am not prepared with full 
information, and can say no more Just 
now in reply to the charges, 

Mr, RILEY (South Sydney) [2.54].— 
I hope that returned soldiers will not 
continue to be employed whether there is 
work for them to do or not. In my 
opinion, it is time the staff at the Vic- 
toria Barracks was greatly reduced. No 
doubt, it is a hardship to men to be 
discharged, but this class of work must 
gradually diminish as time goes on. od 
- quite agree that where there is work to 
be done “returned men should have prefer- 
ence, but it would be going too far to 
take away employment from widows and 
other dependants of soldiers. 
he a Tica Fostrr.—That 
alle ou 


is not 


RILEY.—Then there is no com- 
ct on that score. I have visited the 
Repatriation and other branches of the 
Defence Department, and am quite con- 


[REPRESENTATIVES. . 


_ -tions, 





gre 


vinced that the anniber of ee 
should be reduced. We. are spending a 
vast amount of money on our military 
business, and the country cannot stand 
the expenditure. I hope that the Min- 
ister, while doing justice to the men, will 
pee that the public, ie have to pay, are 
given a fair deal. 


Mr, FLEMING (Robertson) [2.56].— 


It has never been claimed by the returned 
men that they should be retained in em- 
ployment when there is not plenty of 
work for them to do. They desire posi- 
tions in which they can do useful work 
for the public and make a living for 
themselves. I must say, however, that 
some of the returned soldiers are finding 
positions, which they are quite capable of 
filling, occupied by men who did not go 
to the Front; this applies, not only to the 
Pay Office in Sydney, but very widely 
throughout the Department. Good men 


have been pushed out into inferior out- 


lying billets that they do not desire, while 


other men, who returned early or stayed. 
at home altogether, enjoy the plums of © 


the Service. This is what is hurting the 
feelings of the soldiers. 
that all men in the best military posi- 
or all. the men who 


forcible claims. — 


I do not say 


stayed at 
home, are not worthy to fill them; but -. 
we do know of good men being pushed ~ 
out to make room for others with less. — 
No doubt; much the ~ 


same thing is occurring in other Depart- 


ments in N ew South Wales. 


Department is not so thorough as we 
would like it. I am glad to hear from 


the Assistant Minister for Defence (Sir 
Granville Ryrie) that inquiry will be 


made. As a returned man himself, he 
knows what the soldiers are, and he ‘will 
not see them injured in favour of others 
who stayed at home, in some eases, simply 
to obtain the billets left open. There is 
no desire that good men who stayed at 


No one | 
doubts the good intentions of the Min- — 
ister for Defence (Senator Pearce), but 
we know that the administration of the ~ 


home for special reasons should be turned _ 


out of their places, but returned men who 
are thoroughly qualified should not be 


made to stand down for others who did , * 


not “take the job on” at the Front. 


Dr. MALONEY (Melbourne). [2. 58 |. Hiss : % 
I am glad that this question has been 


raised, because it is time the public knew a 


On our une soldiers are” hens. Hi 


bY Z ic ‘hear 5 ri .. 
Pe eee te shies a 
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P cppatod. My experience in Maboame is 
that, not only returned soldiers, but their 
| doped and the dependants of fallen 
men, are not getting a square deal. I do 
not say that this treatment is wilful, but 

it must have come under the notice of 
other honorable members that, for 
example, pensions are snipped down and 
living allowances taken away. I am con- 
_ fident that this is not what the public de- 
_ sire, nor that women who lost their bread- 
_-winners at the Front should be deprived 
‘of their chances for work. The Goverr- 








ment and the people of Australia are 


pledged to preference to returned soldiers, 

but no one can say that the higher-paid 
posts are offered to them. he arrange- 
ments for filling these posts are, most of 
them, “cut and dried.” Even in the pro- 
fession which I have left for seven years 
.. some returned men.are not given the fair 
show that they should have. Brief as 

_ have been the days in this Chamber of the 

_ Assistant Minister as such, he has already 
impressed honorable members as a man 
of honest convictions, who will give the 
soldier a square deal. 
- orable member responsible for this motion 


may feel assured that his desires will be | 


given effect to. 


Mr.. PROWSE (Swan) [3.1] Th 
ease referred to by the honorable member 
for Parkes (Mr. Marr) is not the only 
matter of the kind requiring urgent atten- 
tion. I fear that the promises made to 
our men when they enlisted have not been 
- fulfilled in many directions. Some of 
’ those who gave their word are faithfully 
abiding thereby, and that applies more 
generally to the commercial community, 
_ I think, than to the various Government 
- Departments. I propose to read a letter, 





ba pars ciara ako eh. “ ae olleatats 


| which describes a grievous injustice to a. 


returned soldier who, before his enlist- 
ment, served in the Railway Department 
of Western Australia. He has written 
on several occasions to the authorities: 


: a 






" communication to the Prime Minister— 


Believing you have the welfare of the ex- 
"soldiers at heart, and acting on the report of 
a statement by you, to the effect that if any 

et returned man had a grievance against the 
Commonwealth Government you would per- 

hee ‘sonally try and adjust it, I respectfully wish 
to. place my case before you. 

I joined the staff of the. Accounts Branch, 
Department of Home Affairs, orany ler on 





9 Amu, 1920.) 


I think the hon-— 


pend the letter before me is a copy of a. 


freee 
\ 
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14s. per day, which was subsequently increased. 


to £270 per annum, under “G3” regulations of — 


the Kalgoorlie- -Port Augusta Railway Act, as 
from ist July, 1916. Having enlisted for ser- 
viee “in «the A.B 1 applied for, and was 
granted, leave of absence for this purpose as 
from 17th November, 1916. 

Australia in November, 1918, 


after haying 


served in France with the 16th Battalion, and 


being twice wounded; and during April, 1919, 
I reported to the Clerk in Charge, Accounts 
Branch, Department of Works and Railways, 
Perth, submitting an application for reinstate- 
ment in the service. The intervening period 


between November, 1918, and April, 1919, was 


spent in No. § ies Hospital, Fremantle, 

In June, 1919, I was asked if I were willing 
to aceept the ruling rate for temporary clerks, 
viz., 12s, 6d. per day. This I agreed to accept, 
at the same time pointing out my position as 


compared with that of two other clerks who, - : 


with myself, were engaged with the Accounts 


Branch, Kalgoorlie, at similar rates of pay. 1 


These two officers (owing to some physical dis- 


ability they were unable to enlist in the, A.I.F.) 
were, on the completion of the Kalgeorlie- Port: 
Augusta Railway, taken over by the Common- 


wealth Railways at their existing rates of pay, 
and, to all intents and purposes, are now per- 
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° 


I returned to 


manent officers of the Railway Department, — 
whilst I, on return from active service, am en- © 


gaged as a temporary clerk at 12s. 6d. per 
day, which was reduced to 12s. per day as 
from Ist January, 1920. 


Mr. SPEAKER (Hon. 
Johnson).—Order! So far as I have 
been able to follow the contents of the 
document, it does not appear to me that 
its contents come within the scope of the 
motion, which specifically refers to the 


cases of returned soldiers at Victoria — 


Barracks, Sydney. Unless the particu- 
lars being quoted by the honorable mem- 
ber refer to the same subject, he will not 
be in order in proceeding. 

Mr. PROWSE.—I thought it possible 
that this man, whose case I am bringing 
forward, might conceivably be given an 


adequate position in the Sydney barracks 


W. Elliot’ 


rather than that he should continue to 


suffer an injustice in Western Australia. 


Mr. SPEAKER.—If the honorable 


member can connect his subject in the — 
manner which he now indicates he may. : 


proceed. 

Mr. PROWSE.—It is manifest that 
this man, who had done no wrong, and 
who, in the service of his country, had 
twice sustained wounds, has been denied 
a position which he held before his en- 
listment, and has been offered another 
at a considerably lower salary. Iwas 


thinking that possibly there might be 


positions held by those who should not 
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be holding them to- day, but which should 


be occupied by returned men such as the 
individual whose case I have brought: for- 
ward. 


Mr. SPEAKER.—Order! Upon. look- 
ing more closely into the motion, I am 


satisfied that the honorable member is 


not in order in reading his letter. The 
motion refers to the dismissal of returned 
soldiers at Victoria Barracks, Sydney. I 
understand that the case of the person in 
Western Au-tralia is not in any way 
linked therewiti. 

Mr. Groom.—And J ‘think, too, that 
the honorable member for “wan will find 
that the case in question has bec already 
dealt with. 

Mr. PROWSE.—I ‘am very glad to 
hear that, and, of course, Mr. Speaker, 
I bow to your decision. 

Mr. BRENNAN (Batman) [3.5].—I 
do not propose to give unqualified sup- 
port to the object which the mover of this 
motion has in view. I support the general 
principle that full consideration should be 


given to the just claims of returned 
‘but, from two points of view,. 


soldiers ; 
thig motion is open to criticism. In the 
first place, I sincerely hope there will be 
a gradual—and not too gradual—reduc- 
tion in the staffs of the various barracks 
connected with our military services. I 
trust there will be.such substantial re- 
ductions in expenditure upon -military 
affairs, and at a very early date, as will 
indicate a real intention on the part of 
the Government to give effect to the 
stated ideals of those distinguished gentle- 


_ men who sat around the table at the Peace 


Conference. But in any case there are 
some words employed in the motion which 
make me wonder, rather, whether the 
age of chivalry has not passed away. 
The honorable member for Parkes (Mr. 
Marr) is complaining, apparently, that 
girls are Occupying positions in Victoria 
Worvacks which, in his view, should: be 
held by returned soldiers. I cannot sup- 


‘port a proposal to have young women 
turned out of employment for returned — 


soldiers or any other persons. 
Mr. Marr.—Not even if those ae | 
soldiers are married men? ° 


Mr. BRENNAN.—No,. Many of these © 


women are themselves the dependants of 


returned soldiers. They were invited, and, 


indeed, 


‘In many cases pressed, to take 


4 


‘turn ; 


‘on this ee during tie: currency. of the 


war, and they, no doubt, have their own 
serious responsibilities and duties to per- 
form in regard to the maintenance of the 
families of which they are units. Already 
there is a disposition to regard as in- 
truders women who have qualified for 
positions and have been doing their work 
well, when some mere man wants the 
position which they are filling. 2 

Mr. Krrsy.—He is a bit beyond a 
mere man this time. 

“Mr. BRENNAN.—That is “somoshine 
which I do not admit. 

Mr. Kersy.—Of course, you would not. 

Mr. BRENNAN.—So ie as I under- 
stand it, I do not admit it, at all events. 
I cannot join in any request for pre- 
ference to returned soldiers, or. to any one 
else, a. against women, who are doing 
their work well. They should get, at — 
least, equal ccnsideration with any o 
other section oft the community. ~ 
Short of that, of course, I would be 
very sorry to. think: that any person 
should be discharged from his 
her position, and that any returned 


soldier, in particular, should be unjustly — 


treated. I.merely rise for the purpose — 
of uttering a general protest against 
putting into practice the simple scheme’ 


which some people appear to have in is 
repatriating 


their minds, namely, of 

returned men by thrusting 
else out of a situation. 
sibilities in regard to 
should be quite different. 


somebody — 


repatriation — 
There are 


any number of avenues of employment. 
Some of our patriotic employers might — 


very easily open up some of those avenues 
which they closed when their employees _ 
went to the war. There might be an 


examination of conscience as to whether 


they have kept faith with the promises 


they made with such unction and elo- 
quence. that their employees would find - 


their positions open for them on their re- 
and when we are busy holding 
public inquiries and commissions we 
might also institute an inquiry as to how 
many of these employers have and have 


not kept faith with the men who went 


away from their establishments. Many 


instances have come under my notice in 
which the promise has not been kept. — 


Moreover, generally, on the declaration yi 
that we ought to dismiss | girls i in order: fo.’ 


t S ihe: ; 
aa 


Kor)” 


Our respon- — 
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make room for returned soldiers, 
not think that the latter, as a rule, 

_ would welcome employment on «such 
ignoble terms. ® 
Mr. MATHEWS (Melbourne Ports) 
_[3.12].—If£ this is the only way in which 
| honorable members can discover a means 
of repatriating our soldiers, it shows that 
_there is a great poverty of ideas among 
them. I have heard very little from hon- 
orable members opposite, especially the 
returned men among them, in the shape 
of an attack upon the Government for not 
proceeding with a proper scheme of re- 
-patriation. I am not permitted to discuss 
that phase of the question upon this 
motion, but there are avenues of employ- 
- ment “which they should insist upon 
having opened up. — 
In the earlier, portion. ‘of the war appli- 
_. eations were received from thirty or forty 
elerks in the Victoria Barracks, who were 


- allowed to do so. One of those men 
worried me for two years and three 
months to get him permission to go. I 
appealed to Senator Gardiner when he 
was Assistant Minister for Defence, and 
when the facts were put before him, he 
said, “I think we ought to let, him go.” 
i However, the Department declared that 
they could not spare him, He was in 
~*~ some special line, although he told me that 
any clerk could do the work he was per- 
j forming. Eventually he got away, and 





was unfortunate enough to be killed after 
having been in the trenches for eleven 
days. Dozens of the clerks left the Ser- 
vice and got away to the Front; others 
», were not allowed to go because they were 
permanent men. Later on, in 1918, when 
_ there was an outcry against men holding 
positions at the Victoria Barracks who 
were not returned soldiers, these men had 
to defend themselves by pointing out that 
they were not allowed to go when they 
_ wished to do so, and that if they had been 
- allowed to go, they could have secured 
_ eommissions, whereas at this time, they 
would be required to enlist as privates. 
They said, “We were kept back for our 
country’s good, now we shall stay here 
for our country’s good.” These men were 
harassed. One man was so worried that 
he left the Barracks, and it was fortunate 
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I do. 


- anxious to go to the Front, but were not 


soldiers. 
stands the soldier better than he does him- 


able member’s 


him that he did, because he is now 


(Formal). 1609 

I deny the correctness of the statement: 
made by the honorable member. for — 
Parkes (Mr. Marr) that the returned sol- | 
dier is more likely to understand the re- 


quirements and difficulties of his com- 


rades and deal with them. As a matter 
of fact, the returned soldiers employed — 
in the various Government Departments. 
do not treat their comrades and the de- 
pendants of soldiers as well as do those 
who did not go to the Front. I have 


heard that complaint voiced by hundreds 


of returned soldiers. 1 have been at the 
Defence Department, and seen mothers — 
aud returned men waiting to be attended 
to, but the returned men behind the 
counters have not taken the slightest notice 


of them. On one occasion 1 had to wait 


for three-quarters of an hour until a 


secured the attention of the man who was — 


behind the counter. When he asked me 
to tell him what my business was, I said, 
“ Will you please tell Mr. So-and-So that 
Mr. Mathews wishes to see him?” He 
said at once, “I am sorry to have kept 
you waiting. If did not know it was you.” 
The point is that this man had no right to 
keep any ove waiting. But the men in 
these positions know that they cannot be 
removed from them, and they do not care 
how they treat their comrades or the de- 
pendants of their fellow soldiers. | 
Mr-~Marr—No one said that they 
would give better treatment to returned 
My claim was that no one under- 


self. 

Mr. MATHEWS.—I took the honor- 
remarks to mean that the 
returned soldier understood how to deal 
with his fellows better than others did, 


and if that is the case, judging by the way 


‘ in which the average returned soldier in 


a Government Department treats his fel- 
lows, it is anything but fair treatment that 
he metes out to them. The men employed, 
in the various barracks at the outbreak of 

war, especially those in Sydney, endea- — 
voured to get away, and I will not be one 
to say now that they ought to be dis- 
charged to find places for 
soldiers, It is the duty of the Government 
to see that soldiers are placed in posi- 


tions where they can earn a decent living, — 
and. instead of coming forward with a — 


petty ,case, involving the dismissal of girls 
in-order to provide such employment, hon- 
orable members opposite who are returned 


returned 


are 


omer ne meemetecey hein eee 


fo, ae 
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equal work. 
in Government Departments and private 
employment, there would be more male 


_ ¢ial houses. 
the opportunity of getting a living, but 
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men should insist on the Government 
discharging their duty. 

Mr. FENTON (Maribyrnons) [3.16 ]-— 
There is considerable disorganization 
throughout the community in the matter 


of dealing with returned soldiers and un- 


employment generally, and unless the 
Federal and State Governments ' devise 
some scheme whereby unemployment will 
diminish, we shall always have trouble. 
On all sides there is the lack of organiza~ 


tion, and grievances are multiplying with- . 


out any redress. In spite of the very gal- 
lant utterances of the honorable member 
for Batman (Mr. Brennan), I cannot 
agree with him. On one occasion, when 
Sir John O’Shannassy, an old Victorian 
politician, had made outavery good case 


of what he was going to do with the young - 


men of the country, and some one had 
pertinently interjected, “ What about the 
young women?” he said, “ I would marry 
them to the young men.” Upon the issue 
as to whether a man or a woman should 
get a position, I believe that the man who 
will be the bread-winner of some future 
family should be given the opportunity of 
securing it. The Federal Government, 
the State Governments, and private em- 
ployers are employing women to-day be- 
cause they are cheaper, and_ returned 
soldiers and others have to wait for posi- 
tions. 

Dr. Matonry.—Let them pay the same 
wage for all, and we shall see the dif- 
ference. 

Mr. FENTON.—The party on this 
side stands for equal pay for the sexes for 
If that rule were enforced 





employees than female. I do not wish to 
be regarded as ungallant, but I have very 
strong feelings upon this subject. Any 


morning one can see armies of young 
‘women coming into the streets of Mel- 


bourne, not only to work in factories, but 
also to take their places in all the commer- 
I do not wish to deny them 


sion at this Pes I am note ne to 
deprive womenfolk of employment, but: 
if we expect our young men, including 
many of our returned soldiers, to take 
upon themselves the responsibility of the — 
head of a home, we must find employment 
for them. That being so, although 1 
may seem unchivalrous, I shall be. pre- 
pared, in order to bring about that desir- 
able state of affairs, to vote every time 
for the man when the question at issue. 
is whether a returned soldier, instead of a 
young woman, shall be employed. : 

Mr. TUDOR (Yarra) [3.21].—I was 
very glad to hear the honorable member 
for Parkes (Mr. Marr), and the honor- 
able member for Robertson (Mr. Flem- 
ing) point out that there is another phase _ 
to this question, and that it is not the 
desire of returned soldiers that men em- 
ployed in the Defence’ Department who, 


being over the age, were unable to en- 


list, should be displaced. . I have in 


‘mind. a ease which occurred here, and 


down. 
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as lone as women are employed to such — 


an extent, there will always be a large 
number of men out of employment. 
Mr, McWursitams.—A lot of the men 
are too mean to marry. 
Mr. FENTON.—A lot of them find it 
too expensive to marry. However, I have 


mo desire. to enter into a domestic discus- 


which may be similar to cases that have » 
arisen in Sydney. A man who was in 
business here during the early part of the | 


war was asked by a Defence officer to give _ 
up his business in order to take charge of — 
the inspection of coach work and of 


coaches and the waggons in the De- 
partment. 


with to-morrow. He is over fifty-nine 


years of age, and was for years in the en- 
He tried twice to en- _ 
list, but was rejected because of his age. 
Two of his sons went to the Front; one 


gineers’ corps. 


has returned crippled,- and_ the other, et 
after going right through the war, has” : 
also returned. This man has to stand) 


Mr. Freminc. —That is not a. ee ‘anal. 

Mr. ‘TUDOR.—It is not, and I~ am 
glad that honorable members opposite 
support my view. I have written to the 
Department concerning this matter, be- 
cause I stand for a fair deal for every 
man, whether he is a returned soldier or 
not. 

“Mr. Fremrne.—But the hoetable: 


member does not wish men who did not : 
volunteer to be retained in the Depart- ts 


ment in place of returned soldiers. _ my 
_ Mr. TUDOR.—No, I have never said _ 
that I do. 


the ground se his s services. here: were — 


: / Neel : 
i Bet NOW ts 
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He did so, but has been 
told that his services are to be dispensed -— 


Where the Department re- 
fused to permit an employee to enlist on 
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_ indispensable, the responsibility for his 
failure to enlist must rest upon the De- 
partment itself. I am glad that this 
question has been raised, so as to let it 
be known that the returned soldiers are 
out for a fair thing, and do not ask that 
‘employees of the Department who were 


- displaced by returned men. | 
- Mr. ROBERT COOK (Indi) [38.24].—I 
-. am in hearty accord with the object 
which the honorable member for Parkes 
(Mr. Marr) has in view in submitting 
this motion to the House. We cannot 
do too much for our returned boys. Dur- 
ing the election campaign I promised, 
other things being equal—and I intend to 
_ uphold that promise if possible in this 
'.  House—to support the dismissal of all 
-... temporary employees in Commonwealth 
_ Departments who were eligible, and did 
not enlist, where returned men are avail- 
_able to. take their places. There are 


4 scores of eligibles occupying Government. 


_ positions—* cold footers,” you may term 
: them if you please—who should give way 
to men who fought and bled for the coun- 
try.. Our boys have done their share in 
defending the Empire, and it remains 
now for the Government of the Com- 
- monwealth, and also-for the State Go- 
vernments, to do their part. I feel con- 
vinced that a searching inquiry through- 
_ eut the various Commonwealth Depart- 
a ments would lead to employment being 

found for quite a number of returned sol- 
diers who are justifiably. entitled to: pre- 
ference as against those who did not en- 
“hist. 
© As to the question ae unemployment: to 
which reference has been made by, 
honorable members of the Labour party, 
' : I would point out that there is plenty of 
employment for the “cold footers” or 
eligibles if they are prepared to go into 
_ the rural districts. It is at present al- 
most impossible to obtain a man to work 
on a farm. It is not the question of 
es wages so much as the easier conditions, 
se shorter hours, and lighter work of city 
billets that stands in the Ways? All 
things being equal, I hold that preference 
| oe ee an should be given to the re- 
















in that Pees: 1 Hone that the Go- 
_ vernment will be guided largely by the 
wisdom of the views that ah e been ex- 
_ pressed during this debate. If they 
Me one the advice that es eon SO men 
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not eligible because of their age shall be 


first to be dismissed. 


(formal). “1611 
tendered to them, they must expect fur- 
ther trouble. If we see to it that, other — 
things being equal, our returned boys are 
given preference of employment in all the 
Government Departments, we shall only 
be carrying out the promise that most 
of us made during the election campaign. 

Mr. MARR (Parkes) [38.27].—There 
are only one or two points raised during | 
the debate to which JI desire to refer. I 
would not for one moment be in favour 
of clearing out of the Government De-- 
partments, irrespective of his qualifica- 
tions, every man who had not been to the 
war, in order to find employment for re- 
turned soldiers. Every one knows. that 
some of the women employed in Govern- 
ment Departments are largely dependent — 
upon their income for the maintenance of 


their homes, and we do not want to sweep — 


them otit with a rough broom. We do 
not wish to turn them all out of the ser- 
vice. Whilst it is admitted by honorable — 
members that a reduction in the present 
staff of the Defence Department is abso- 
lutely necessary, I hold that those who 
have not been to the war should be ihe 
In the Sydney 
office, almost without exception, however, 
it is the returned soldier. who is put off, 
while men who did not volunteer, and 
girls, are retained. The honorable mem- 
ber for Batman (Mr. Brennan), it would 
appear from his remarks, is more or less 
in favour of the employment of women. 
While I consider that every man and 
woman has the right to live, and should 
have an opportunity to earn a livelihood, 
I hold that a large Department like that 
of Defence, which has been built up by 
the war, ’should, other things being 
equal, employ soldiers instead of civilians 
to do its work. I shall not press the 
matter further, but, seeing these men 
have been advised that they are to cease 
duty to-morrow, I would ask the’ Minister 
to stay their dismissal pending an in- 
quiry. : 
Question resolved in the negative. 
POSTMASTER-GENERAL’S 
DEPARTMENT. 


Saconp FurRLouGH PxERrop. 


Mr. BURCHELL (for Mr. 
asked the Postmaster-General, upon 
notice— | 


1. Whether it is the intention of the Govern. 


ment to obtain executive approval for the pay- 
ments of the second period of furlough for 


officers retiring from the Department? 


epee. a a eS nT 
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2. If so, will the Minister urge Pep cre at 
the earliest possible date? 


Mr. WISE.—It is proposed to intro- 
duce a Bill at an early date which will 
provide for the granting to officers of the 
Commonwealth Public Service a second 
period of furlough. Until this legislation 
is enacted, payment in lieu of such fur- 
lough cannot be allowed. 


we 


SECRET SERVICE FUND. 
‘Mr. FENTON (for Mr. Manon) asked 


the Prime Minister, wpon notice— 

1, Have any payments been made during the 
currency of the late war, or since its termina- 
tion. to persons in Western Australia from 
what is known as the Secret Service Fund, or 
from any fund the detailed disbursements from 
oe are not disclosed to Parliament? 

. If any such payments have been made, 

ae he feel free to inform the House— 

(a) the total amount so distributed; 

(6) whether the recipients were military 
officers, members of the police force, 
or private individuals; 

(c) through what channel the disburse- 
ments were made, and whether the 
usual vouchers have been, or will be, 
submitted to the Auditor-General? 


Mr. HUGHES.—It is not proposed to 
depart from the usual practice, which 1s 
not to make available information asked 
for in the question. All accounts are sub- 
mitted to the Auditor-General. 


GENERATION OF ELECTRICITY 
BY TIDAL POWER. 


Mr. BURCHELL (for Mr. Grecory) 
asked the Prime Minister, upon notice— 

Whether, with a view to the economic de- 
velopment of the north and north-west of Aus- 
tralia, the Government would favorably con- 
Sider the advisability of offering a bonus or 
special grant to any person who could success- 
fully demonstrate’ that the tide could be 
economically and efficiently utilized for the 


purpese of generating electricity for motive 


power on a large scale? 


Mr. HUGHES.—The matter will, re- 


ceive consideration. 


DUTY ON MEDICINES. 


Mr. WEST (for Mr. Ryan) asked the 


Minister for Trade and Customs, upon 
notice-— 


1. Did he cause to be gazetted a duty Ae 25 
per cent. on British patent and proprietary 
medicines, as referred to in a circular from 
Rocke, Tompsitt and Co, Pty. Ltd., dated the 
1ith April, 1920? 
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2. Has he, in vlrauting, ieonoried for ie: pre- 
sent to the former duty of 15 per cent., as 
stated in the said circular? 

3. What were the reasons for the sad gazet- 
ting and reversion? 


Mr. LAIRD, SMITH (fae ‘Mr. 
GREENE).—The. answers to the honorable 
member’s questions are as follow:— 


1. No. Provision has, however, been made 
in Tariff Item 285 (a) for protection on 
pharmaceutical -_preparations and patent and 
proprietary medicines made in Australia. It 
is not practicable, however, for the Depart- 
ment to compile a list of imported articles 
that should be excluded from the operation of 
the sub-item: mentioned. Pending representa- 
tions by local manufacturers, supported’ by— 
satisfactory evidence that any of the articles 
mentioned in the sub- item are being produced 
in commercial quantities in Australia, they are 
admitted on importation under the lower rates 
of sub-item (c) of Item 285. 

2 and 3. See reply to No? T. 


MILITARY PAY. 
BURCHELL (for Mr. 


AUSTIN 


Mr. 


.Cuapman) asked the Minister represent- 


ing the Minister 


notice— 


With reference to the promised i increase of 
military pay, is it a fact that four officers and — 
ten warrant and non-commissioned officers 
were, on Friday, the 16th April, paid at a rate 
varying from 5s. tq 10s. less than they were 
paid the peeyiane fortnight’s pay at Dun-_ 
troon? 


Sir GRAN VILLE 


for Bae uae 


RYRIE—No in- — 


formation is at present available, but the ae 
matter is being investigated. 


Mr. WEST (for Mr. Ryan) seat the 


Minister representing the Minister for a 


Defence, upon notece— 


1. Has the attention of the Minister been 
drawn to a paragraph which appeared in a 
Sydney newspaper some time ago, which stated 
that an ex-R.A.G.A. soldier, with twenty- -three 
years’ continuous service to his credit, who is 
also a married: man with six children, and at 
present employed ‘by the Defence — Department, 
is receiving only £162 per. annum, which is a 
little over £3 a week? 

2. If this is so, will the Minister~have this 
man’s salary increased to at least what was 
set down as the minimum living weEeD in New 


_ South Wales? 
GRAN VILLE. RYRIE. - — ee iii 


Sir 
answers to the honorable member's ‘ain 
tions are as follow:— POs aie 

1. No. 

2. The minimum rate of pay. ia the: lowest 
rank of the Permanent Military Forces is £156. 
per annum, 
ceives also a special bonus of 6s: per week, 
making a total of a 128 Bper annum, In 


Na ( 


OE 
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nature, 
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addition, core priviescs are enjoyed by all 
members, such as free medical attendance, in- 
cluding the supply of medicines for themselves, 
wives, and families; full pay during all public 
holidays; and annual recreation leave of three 
weeks; a generous provision for sick leave on full 
pay. When in occupation of Government quarters, 
a deduction of 10 per cent. of pay is made. 
This deduction covers the supply of quarters, 
fuel and light, and, in the case of a married 
gunner, amounts to the nominal rate of 6s. 
per week, Having regard to. the continuity 
of employment, it is considered that the rate 
of pay, together with the privileges enjoyed, 
is equal to. the minimum living Ware, (2) 2c 


MILITARY OFFENCES. 


Mr. WEST (for Mr. Ryan) asked the 
Minister representing the a for 
Defence, upon notice— he 


In view of the fact that many, soldiers are de- 
barred from many military concessions owing 
to their having been convicted of some military 
offence, some of which were of a very trivial 
will the Minister grant a general 
amnesty to those soldiers who were convicted 
for purely military offences? 


Sir GRANVILLE RYRIE. = The 


answer to the honorable member’s -ques- 


i 












in England. 


tion is as follows :— 


Soldiers returned under sentences awarded 
‘before 18th July, 1919, for purely military 
offences, have the whole of the unexpired por~ 


tion of their sentences remitted on disembarka- 


tion in their Military District in Australia. 
Cases of sentences awarded after that date are 
reviewed by a Sentences Revisory Committee, 


and many remissions have been granted, in- 


eluding a number of remissions of the whole 
of the unexpired portion. 
ber of sentences are remitted on embarkation 
It is not proposed to grant fur- 
ther leniency. ~ Every case where the sentence 


‘is not wholly .remitted receives very careful 
individual consideration. 


EXPORT OF WOOL. 


| Mr. BURCHELL (for Mr. Grecory) 
asked the Prime Minister, upon notice— 


1. How mdny bales of wool were shipped from 


a Australia during the quarters ended the 31st 


Ee vember, 1919, and the 3lst March, 1920? 
2. How many bales is it estimated will be 


k Piped during the quarter NED the 30th 
_. June, 1920? 

oes 3. What surplus of the British Government 
ea _ purchase is it estimated will be awaiting ship- 


eee after the 30th June, 1920? 
4, Can the Prime Minister. give any reliable 


ie - Bainate as to when this pie will be shipped 


prom Australia? 


Mr. HUGHES pa fe will be made, 


ea information furnished to the hon- 
-orable member as soon as Possible. 
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A very large num- 
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TOTALISATOR TAX. 
Mr. WEST (for Mr. Manony) asked 


the Attorney-General, upon notice— 


1. What amount of costs must be paid by 
the Commonwealth in respect to the case heard 
in Sydney this week regarding the proposed 
taxing of totalisator dividends? 

vl Was the legal advice of the Commonwealth 
Law Officers taken before notices were sent 
out for the enforcement of such a tax? 

3. Will those from whom the totalisator tax 
was collected be given a refund? 


Mr. GROOM.—The answers to the 
honorable mem ber’ Ss questiens are ag fol- 
low —— 

1. I do not know. 

2. No. 


3. This question should be addressed to the 
Treasurer. 


\ 


VISIT OF THE PRINCE OF 
WALES. 


EXPENDITURE — THEATRICAL ENTERTAIN- 
MENTS. 


Mr. MAKIN asked the Prime Minister, 
upon notice— 


“What amount, if any, do the Government 
propose to spend in entertaining and preparing 


for the visit of His Royal erin the Prince 
of Wales? 


Mr. HUGHES.—The answer to the 


honorable member’s question is, as fol- 


lows :— 


It is not possible, at this stage, to estimate 
the sum which it will be necessary to appro- 
priate. The officer appointed to organize the 
tour of His Royal Highness the Prince of 
Wales has been granted funds to-meet initial 
requirements, and to cover the cost of those 
entertainments approved by the ,Government. 
The Government intend that all that is fitting 
will be done towards the reception and enter- 
tainment of His Royal Highness. It is not 
intended, however, to permit any extravagance. 
The Government are relying upon the loyalty 
and enthusiasm of the people to make the re- 
ception and welcome to His Royal Highness all 
that it should be. 


Mr. WESTg@sked the Prime Minister, 


upon notice— 


1. Is it a fact that one theatrical firm has 
practically made a “corner” as far .as thea- 
trical entertainments for His Royal Highness 
the Prince of Wales are concerned? 

2. Is it a fact that in Melbourne and in 
Sydney arrangements have been made for His 
Royal Highness to attend the entertainments 
provided by the same management? 

3. Because of the inequity of this procedure, 
would he be good enough to make representa- — 
tions to .the proper authorities, so that 


vith tained. 
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theatrical managers, artists, and employees 
generally will be given the opportunity of ap- 
pearing before the Prince of Wales? ; 
4, Will he recommend to'the proper authori- 
ties that existing arrangements he cancelled, 
and some fresh arrangements be considered, 
whereby a combined performance can be given 
in some theatre both in Melbourne and Sydney, 


to be determined by the whole of the manage- 


ments by ballot or otherwise? 


| Mr. HUGHES.—The answers to the 
honorable member’s questions are as fol- 
low :— 

1 and 2. The Commonwealth Government, in 
with the Government of the State 
of Victoria, has“arranged for but one theatrical 
entertainment. Any other arrangements for 
such performances have been left in the hands 


of the State authorities. 
3 See answer to Nos. 1 and 2. The arrange- 


ments for the theatrical entertainment in New 
South Wales are in the hands of the State 


Government Committee. 


nae. 
CONFERRING OF HONOURS. 
Mr. WEST asked the Prime Minister, 


upon notice— 

1. Will he inform the House what are the 
necessary proceedings required before any 
honours are conferred on Australian citizens 


by His Majesty King George? 
2. 1s it ‘a fact that recommendations have 
been made during the term of office of the 


present Ministry? 
Mr. HUGHES.—The answers to the 


honorable member’s questions are as fol- 
low :— 

1. Honours are conferred by His Majesty the 
King on the recommendation of the Governor- 
General. 

Vi eR. 
CORRECTION OF MARINE CHART. 


Mr. MAKIN asked the Minister for 
Trade and Customs, upon notice— 


1. Whether the Government has been in- 
formed of the confusing nature of marine 
charts for St. Vincent’s Gulf (South Aus- 
tralia), especially in the vicinity of Wardang 


Island? . 
2. If so, will an immediate correction of 


such charts be made? | , 
Mr LAIRD SMI'PH (for Mr. 


Gremnz).—The information is being ob- 


conjunction 


’ 


REMITTANCES TO GERMANY. 


Mr. GABB asked the Prime Minister, 
upon notice— 
1. Whether moneys can now be remitted to 
Germany ? : 
2, If, do, by what means? _ (| : 


4 


[REPRESENTATIVES.] Queensland Income Tar. 


asked the Prime Minister, wpon notice— 





(SERS 


ce 


Mr. HUGHES.—The answers to the 
honorable member’s questions are as fol- 
low :— eed Co een 
1. Remittances may be made to Germany 
provided the money remitted is not— 
(a} in payment of a pre-war debt due to a 
German national or one which has arisen 
during the war, or a 


(b) in payment of German goods, or hy 


_- (ce) the property of a German, Hungarian, 


Austrian, Bulgarian or Turkish national, 


or 
remitted in contravention of the Trad- 
ing with the Enemy Act 1914-1916, or 
Treaty of Peace Act. . 

2. By means of bank draft. 


QUEENSLAND INCOME TAX. 
CoMMONWEALTH War Loans. 
Mr. MACKAY asked the Acting Trea- 


surer, upon notice— | 

1, Whether the Commonwealth Law Officers 
have yet advised the Treasurer with reference 
to a recent amendment of the Queensland In- ; 
come Tax Act whereby the interest on the 
various issues of the Commonwealth War 


(d@) 


_ Loans—which were declared as free from taxa- 


tion—is taken into considerati i essin: 
Boers : pom in assessing 

2. Is it a fact that assessments have now 
been made under the Act referred to, and pay- 


ment of a tax demanded which penalizes 


Queensland investors in War Loans as com- 
pared with those. in other States of the Com- 
monwealth? © hee HOE, 

Sir JOSEPH COOK.—The answers to _ 
the honorable member’s questions are as 
follow :— : aie 

l. Yes. Sere acini 
_2. The Government is not aware of the posi- _ 
tion of the actual assessments. I may add 
that the Commonwealth Government is ap- 
proaching the Queensland Government in re- 
gard to the whole question of assessing income — ‘ 
tax on interest from Commonwealth War 


Loans. 
OLD-AGE PENSIONS 
EXPENDITURE. 
Mr. MAKIN asked the Acting Trea- 
surer, wpon notice— phe EP ae a 
What was the total amount paid in old-age 


pensions from the 1st January, 1920 : ig 4 
3lst March, 1920? : aes Dy ae tne 


Sir JOSEPH COOK.—Ineluding in a 
valid pensions, the diture was _ 
£1,974,399.. 1 


miata 


PROPOSED CONSTITUTIONAL _ 
oe CONVENTION. (3) aa 
Mr. BURCHELL (for Mr. Stewart) 










Is it the intention of the Government tohave 
the proposed Convention for the amendment of 






mS ‘ ithe Federal Constitution eleeted« on the system 
_ of proportional representation? 


|. Mr. HUGHES.—The method ee 
Mas ing representatives to the proposed Con- 
_ vention will be decided by the Parliament 


is before it. 


PUBLIC SERVICE 
SUPERANNUATION. 


Mr. CAMERON asked the Prime Min. 
ister, wpon notice— 


1. In view of the anxiety shown by officers 
of the Public Service that the promised Bill 
dealing with superannuation should be intro- 

_ duced as early as possible, does the Govern- 
_ ment propose to bring in the Bill this session? 

2. If it is not proposed to bring in the Bill 
this session, will the Prime “Minister consider 
the claims ‘of the officers in the service who, 
after long service, are being asked to retire this 
“year owing to ‘the age limit having been 

ye reached ? | 


Mr. HUGHES ae ae Public 
Service legislation will be introduced as 
"soon as possible, but I am unable at pre- 
sent to give any definite information as 


" 4 to when such legislation will be brought 
: before the House. 





WHEAT SCRIP. ADVANCES— 
ENDING OF WHEAT POOL. 


Mr, BURCHELL (for Mr. Srawarr) 
‘asked the Prime Minister, wpon notice— 





_ 1. Is it the intention of the Government to 


i make further advances on wheat scrip? 
: 2. If so, what advances is it proposed to 
make for each “pool” in each State? . 
3. Is there any prospect of the earlier 
- €nools” being wound up at an early date? 


Mr, HUGHES —The answers to the 
honorable member’s questions are as fol- 
low :— 


ee E; Advances are arranged on the request of 
the States. If a State desires that further 
advances be made, negotiations will be entered 
into immediately with the Treasury and the 
banks with a view to providing the funds.. 

_ 2. The amount of the advance or advances 
that will be paid in each State will be governed 
by the amount for which each State accepts 
pa ceponsibilivy. 

; 3. It is hoped that the 1915-16 pool can be 
wound up at an early date. It will be neces- 
sary, however, to await the final accounts from 

~ London showing profits on diversions under 
the contract for the sale. of 3,000,000 tons. 

te Lee one State, the whole of the 1915-16 wheat 
| Ot has not yet been disposed of. As regards the 
isis. 17 pool, it is impossible to say when this 
will be wound up, as considerable quantities of 
‘ae poet are still held in two States. 













Wheat coe Advances — td pated 1920. } Ending of Wheat Pool. 


_ when the Bill authorizing the aia 


. for active service. 


for the honorable member. 


ee a iF 
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PUBLIC SERVANTS ON ACTIVE 
SERVICE AND COMMONWEALTH 4 
BANK OFFICERS. : 


Mr. HUGHES.—On the 15th Aber ay 
the honorable member for Parkes (Mr. — 
Marr) asked me a question relating, onter 


‘alia, to the treatment of officers of the — 


Womahaanentth Bank in the matter of | 


payment of part salary in addition to 


military pay whilst on active service as 
compared with the treatment of Com- | 
monwealth public servants who enlisted 

I then promised to 
have inquiries made in the matter. I 
have now ascertained that half bank — 
salary, in addition to military pay, was — 
granted to those officers who were in the — 
service of the Commonwealth Bank at the © 
outbreak of war, and who enlisted after — 
August, 1914, and that part bank salary — 
to a lesser degree was paid to those who 
joined the bank after the outbreak of war 
and proceeded on active service. At a 
Oonference between hte Commonwealth 
and State Governments in 1914, it was 
decided that officers of the Public Service 
who were members of the Australian Im- 
perial Force should be granted military © 


: pay only. I would point out that officers 


of the Commonwealth Bank, not being 
members of the Public Service, were out- 
side the scope of the decision arrived at 
by the Conference. 


AUSTRALIAN WOOL CLIPS. 


Ipeatar Conrract: Propuction oF 
PAPERS. 


Mr. HUGHES.—On the 22nd AGaE 
the honorable member for Wannon (Mr. 
Rodgers) asked me a question in regard — 
to the Australian wool clips. I then 
promised to obtain certain information — 
I am now in 
a position to furnish the honorable mem- — 
ber with the following particulars :— 

(a) Deliveries of wool and tops for con- 
sumption in. the manufacture of equipment on 
account of the British Government expressed 


in terms of raw wool were approximately as — 
follow:—For twelve months ended 31st March, | 


1918: Australian and New Zealand wool, — 
800,000 bales. For twelve months ended 3lst - 
March, 1919: Australian and New Zealand — 


wool, 900,000 bales. Total, 1,700,000. 

(ob) The amount allocated directly to traders 
at the issue prices fixed on Ist April, 1919, 
was 450,000 bales. The quantity of wool 
actually sold by the British Government at 


” 


Overseas 
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auction since auctions were ened in April, 
1919, until 20th December, 1919, is 1,030,099 
bales. 

(c) I lay on the table of the House a state- 
ment showing the estimated number of bales 
and descriptions of wool remaining .in Aus- 
tralia as at 26th\ April, 1920. Xo “recent in- 
formation is available showing stocks of wool 


fREPR ESENT A TIVES 





“ai Seren Be ra 


= 





ee in the United Kikedom ‘the United 


States of America, and Belgium. 


(d@) The Imperial Government’s | balance- 


\sheet is prepared as at 31st March, and will 


probably be completed at the end of April or 
early in May. The information to 3lst March, 
1920, should be available in Australia about 
the end of May or early in June. 


STATEMENT SHOWING ESTIMATED NUMBER OF BAGS AND DESCRIPTIONS OF WOOe, REMAINING IN] 


_ 


‘ Merino (Bales). 


AUSTRALIA AS AT 26TH ApRIL, 1920. 


Crossbred (Bales). 
Total Bales. 


Season. 
Combing. Clothing. Carbonising. Combing. Clothing. | Carbonising. 
1917-18. . ue ue my 6,830 a Nn 6,830 
1918-19.. 3,667 708 8,003 69,022 : 32,835 76,684 190,919 
1919-20.. 387,511 91, 805 60,353 467,895 42,029 63,556 | 1,113,149 
Totals A 391,178 92,513 68,356. | 543,747 74,864 140,240 1,310,898 
e { : ] oct 
Total Merino Bales 552,047 Total Crossbred Bales ~.758,851 
e Norr.—In addition to above, arrangements have been made for the shipment of © 181,635 


OVERSEAS MAIL SERVICE. 


. Mr. WISE.—On the 15th April, the 
honorable member for Wentworth (Mr, 
Marks) asked— 


1. In view of the puneeg unrest which pre- 
vails amongst all sections of the business com- 
munity owing to the uncertain overseas mail 
‘service, resulting in many cases in considerable 
financial loss, whether he will issue a_ state- 
ment as to what is being done to provide an 
efficient overseas mail service? 

2. Whether instructions will be given for— 

(a) Harlier publication in the daily press of 


the pending despatch. of mails from 
.. Sydney. . 
(b) Publication in the daily press when 


English mails have left England, and 
when they are likely to reach Sydney, 
also the name of the ship and route by 

_ which they are consigned. 

(¢) Publication in the daily press of dates 
when mails from Australia arrive in 
England, and the name of the ship by 
which they were carried. 

(d) Publication in the daily press of the 
date when English mails en route to 
Sydney arrive at Fremantle, Albany, or 

New Zealand, and the probable date of 
arrival in Sydney? 


In reply to inquiries, I have obtained 
the following information :— 


1. The contracts of the Peninsular and 
Oriental Steam Navigation Company. and 
Orient Line with the “British and Common- 
wealth Governments respectively, for _per- 
formance of the overseas mail service, were 
interrupted by the war, and the Peninsular 


-and Oriental Steam Navigation Company’s 


steamers were withdrawn ip uh th ae the 


Grand Total -.. 1,492,533> > 


Australian service. I have no official informa- 
tion when these steamers will again take up 
the service, but understand that the Peninsular 
and Oriental Steam Navigation Company hopes 
to resume the monthly running to Australia 
from July, 1920. The Orient contract has 
Jess than two years to run,~and the question 
of arranging a fresh contract on its expiration 
in 1921 is now receiving consideration. A de- — 
cision in the matter will be expedited as mueh 
as possible, 


2. Some of the information asked for a 
already furnished by the Department to the 
Sydney daily newspapers, and instructions are 
being issued for the fuller particulars desired — 
to be given to the press. The Deputy Post- 
master-General, Sydney, reports that the news- 
papers only publish as much of the informa- 
tion now given as they think eRcCePSary or 


have space “for. 


a 


SUB-COLLECTOR OF CUSTOMS, 

» (BROKEN HALL ae 
Mr, LAIRD SMITH.—On 23rd April 
the honorable member for Adelaide (Mr. 


Blundell) asked the following ques- 
tions :— Ste | TE 
1. Is it a fact that the Sub-Collector at 


Broken Hill was classified as a 3rd Ces Sub- % 
Collector in the year 19077? 


2. Was the minimum salary for a ae col- 
lector fixed by the classification at £380 ‘per 
annum in the year 1907? 


3. If so, was Alexander David Henry 
appointed or transferred to the office of Sub-. 
Collector at Broken Hill in the year 1907, and © 
paid by the Commonwealth the salary of £335 
per annum, which was £45 below the ‘minimum wa 
salary fixed for such office? 


ec de 


~ Amendment of the 





_ 4. Is it a fact that for a period of six years 
and ten months Alexander David Henry was 
not paid by the Commonwealth the minimum 
salary fixed for the office of a 3rd Class Sub- 
Collector? 


. | 
Si lam now aBIE to furnish the eee ble 
% member with the following reply:— ~~ 
- -~—«s«i1 ‘to 4. The practice of the Service in 1907 
was to require an officer to work through the 
grades of his class up to the value of his posi- 
tion. The Public Service Commissioner ad- 
vises that this matter was settled some years 
_ ago, and cannot now be re-opened. 





TANUNDACEUB Gat 
' Mr. GABB asked the Prime eek, 
upon notice— 


Whether he will lay upon the Higar table 
the papers in connexion with the closing. of 
the Tanunda Club? 


ig Mr. HUGHES.—It is not Ree sconcd 
ey: desirable to do so. ¥ 
AMENDMENT OF THE 
es CONSTITUTION. 
ick 
rey ELection or OConstTITUTIONAL Con- 
: VENTION. 


f ie ee 
Sees hae 


_ Debate resumed from 22nd Aen (vide 
page 1455), on motion by Mr. Austin 
CHAPMAN— 


1. That, in the opinion of this House, 
desirable that as early as practicable a Con- 
stitutional Convention should be summoned 
for the purpose of considering the need, sub- 
stance, and form of any amendment of section 
51 of the Constitution, and that such Con- 
vention shall—~ 


(a) consist of teh (10) representatives 
of each State, elected on the exist- 
ing Federal franchise, according to 
the principle “of proportional re- 
presentation ; 





(b) hold meetings at such time and 
th places as it may think fit; 
_. _{e) submit within twelve months to the 


} Governor-General the draft of any 
Sl amendments adopted by such Con- 
iS vention. 
2. That any such ainondenents so. adopted 
shall be a proposed law for the alteration of 
the Constitution, and shall be dealt with in 
accordance with section 128 of the Constitu- 
tion for passage by Parliament and _ sub- 
Mission to the electors. ~ 
3, That an Enabling Bill to give effect to 
the foregoing should be introduced to Par- 
, ae liament as early as practicable. 
mae 


or Mr. HIGGS (Capricornia) [3. 49]. aol 













Mat 








a be sanninter to Ganatiae the need 
moi om for and the substance and the form of an 
ay amendment of section 51 of the Constitu- 
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tion. I do not know what hope there 
is of getting that provision amended, but 
I am prepared to vote for the calling to- 
gether of a Convention, becatse, un- 
doubtedly, Australia is too large to be 
divided into only six States. “Tts area 
is greater than that of England, Ireland, 
Scotland, Germany, Austria, France, 
Italy, Spain, and Portugal put together. 
If all those countries were superimposed 
upon this continent there would be a con- 
siderable area unoccupied. My feeling 
is that if the Convention would assist — 
me, and those who, hke me, favour the 
making of a new State in the middle of 
Queensland, we should be glad to have it, 
though I fear that at the present time our — 
public is so much distracted by industrial 
troubles, the high price of goods, and the 
general disturbances consequent upon the 
war, that it is doubtful that there will 
be the interest taken in the. proposed 
Convention that it should provoke, and 
it would be unfortunate there should be a 
lack of interest in the work the Conven- 
tion might do, and that must be done at 
some time, though it may be at a remote 
period. The honorable member asks for 
the amendment of section 51, which sets 
out the powers of the Commonwealth Par- 


llaament. We have repeatedly appealed 
to =; the:’ eleetors. to. agree. to, Jan 
amendment of that section so that 


this Parliament may have more power 
with matters affecting trade 
and  tommerce, foreign combina- 
tions, and conciliation and. arbitration. 


‘We proposed to increase the industrial 


power of the Commonwealth by giving 
it authority to deal with disputes on 
railways, and also to get power to legis- 
late in regard to Trusts and Combines and — 
the nationalization of monopolies. We 
appealed to the people in 1911 and in 
1913, and the appeal that was to have _ 
been made in 1915 was postponed until 
1919. On each occasion those proposals 
were turned down by the people, 
though in different States and in dif- 
ferest numbers, and such is the pecu-_ 
liarity -of public opinion that peaple who 
are prepared in one year to vote in 
favour of a certain alteration will in the 
following year vote against it. There-— 
fore, I see very little hope of a majority — 
of people in the majority of the States 


voting to’ give the Commonwealth the 
additional powers that are being sought. 


secure representation on the _ basis 
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- Amendment of the [REPRESENTATIVES,} Constitution, : 





I ask honorable members who are pro- 
posing that a Convention shall invite the 
people to give the Commonwealth Parlia- 
ment plenary powers how they expect 


to get a majority of the people in the 


majority of the States to give their con- 
sent when the people have, on so many 


occasions, refused to. give this Parliament 


only portion of the powers that are to be 


asked for. 


I shall support the honorable member 
for Eden-Monaro (Mr, Austin Chapman) 
in his endeavour to have summoned 
a Convention composed of ten dele- 
gates from each State. I favour the 
proposal made by the honorable mem- 
ber for Cowper (Mr, Earle Page) to 
of 
community of interest as far as pos- 
sible. I am not in favour of the sug- 
gestion made by the Acting Premier of 
Queensland (Mr. Fihelly) that the dele- 
gates to the Convention shall be elected 
on a population basis. If that were 
done, it would mean that the States of 
New South Wales and Victoria would 
have the overwhelming preponderance of 
power in the Convention, and the result 
of the deliberations of a body thus com- 


ie posed would be rejected by the people. 


a pei Ne a a gM heme Tach EP each aL DANCE Praag 


On the other hand, if we can arrive at 
some method whereby the integrity of 
the States can be protected, giving ten 
representatives to each State, and so 


dividing the States as to insure that the 


people in the country will be given their 
due power and influence in the Conven- 
tion, there will be more likelihood of the 
Bill evolved by the Convention being ac- 
cepted by the people. But I do not pro- 
pose to wait until the people have 
adopted such a Bill. I shall join with 
the honorable member for Cowper in an 
endeavour to have a new State created in 
the northern part of New South Wales. 
This Parliament already has power. to 


take such action with the consent of the 


State concerned. Chapter VI.-of the Con- 
stitution deals -with new States, and sec- 
tion 121 provides that this Parliament 
‘““may admit to the Commonwealth or 
establish new States.’’ I assume the sec- 
tion to mean that if the residents of 
the Northern Rivers. District of New 
South Wales, for instance, could induce 


the State Parliament to give them 


authority to create a new State, this Par- 
liament could grant them representation. 
But section 124 says:— . 


A new State may be formed by aDaretion, 


of territory from a State, but only with the 
eonsent of the Parliament thereof, and a new 


Mr. Higgs. 


{ 


. Whereas 


State may be Pinna a the union ae A or 
more States or parts of States, but only with 


the consent of the Parliaments. of oe States — 


affected. 
Section 123 provides—- 


The Parliament of the Copumiait went may, 
with the consent of the Parliament of a State, 
and the approval of the majority of the elec- 


tors of the State voting upon ‘the question, — 
the 


increase, diminish, or otherwise alter 
limits of the State, upon such terms and con- 
ditions as may be agreed on, and may, with 
the like consent, make provision | respecting 


the effect and operation ‘of any increase or. 
diminution or alteration of territory in rela- 


tion to any State affected. 

As has been said by the honorable mem- 
ber for Cowper, certain States still 
have non-elective Houses of Parliament. 
I am not sure how the Legislative Council 
in Queensland would vote on the ques- 
tion of the creation of new States in 
Queensland—one in the north, another 
in the centre, and the south go remain 
under the present legislature. Although 
the Queensland Parliament has power to 


divide the State into new provinces, and — | 


although a number of men in that Parlia- 


ment are pledged to the creation of new _ 


States, yet it is a singular fact that many 
of them when they get into power, be- 


came apathetic in regard to that matter. — 


'The late Mr. Kidston was such a one. I 


have no wish to say anything derogatory — 
of the deceased gentleman, because he was > 


Unhappily, 


a splendid parliamentarian. 


we never say that a politician is a states- 


man until he is dead. But the deceased 


gentleman was a statesman, and much of 


the legislation he introduced into a ae 
eG, 
when a private member, was in favour of ~ 
the creation of a separate State in Central — 
Queensland, but when he became Pre- 
mier, he appeared not to like the prospect 
of being shorn of some of his importance _ 


land has proved very beneficial 


by the division of the State, and during 


his term of office nothing was done to _ 


further the movement that was started for 


that purpose. The movement was very 


active in Queensland in 1892; indeed. a 


Bill was actually introduced into the 


Legislative Assembly, by Sir Samuel 


and for the better government of the 
Colony as so divided.” 
read— ks 


local affairs of the southern, central, 


Griffith “to provide for the division SOU 
the Colony of Queensland into provinces, 
es es i 
it would be fe the.) a ye ‘tale 


benefit of the people of Queensland that the Bi) 
and fis, 


northern divisions thereof should be adminis- ate 


tered by the people of those divisions - 






‘ 
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». whole colony should continue to be governed 
and administered by a genera] Parliament,and 
a general Government: And whereas for that 
} purpose it is desirable that the colony should 
‘ be divided into provinces, and that provision 
_ should, be made for the future constitution 
_ of other provinces to form part of the said 
- colony: Be it therefore enacted by _ the 
_  Queen’s Most Excellent Majesty, by and with 
the advice and consent of the Legislative 
_ Council and Legislative Assembly of Queens- 
land in Parliament assembled, and by the 
authority of the same, as follows :— 


_ This Bill provided for the creation of a 
Senate by the cutting up of Queensland 
into three provinces. The measure was 

_ brought forward by Sir Samuel Griffith 

on the 23rd June, 1892, and it is most 
interesting to note the striking re- 
semblance between its clauses and the 

sections of the Federal Constitution. The 


Sar 





ae et eee — 


A of Queensland, as set forth in Part V. 
of the Bill, bear a “remarkable re- 
semblance to those contained in section 
51 of our Constitution, providing evidence 
of the very important part played by Sir 
_ Samuel Griffith as a member’ of the 
Federal Convention. Indeed, paragraphs 
‘were apparently taken from the Queens- 
. land Bill and embodied whole and with- 
out alteration in section 51 of the Consti- 
tution. For example, the Bill refers to 
the “ Regulation of Trade and Commerce 
with other countries, and among the 
several provinces.’? Practically the only 
_ difference between it and the correspond- 
ing paragraph of section 51 is the sub- 
stitution of ‘‘ States’”’ for ‘‘ Provinces.” 
- The paragraphs in section 51 relating to 
quarantine, sea fisheries, census and 
statistics, currency, coinage and legal 
tender, banking and the issue of paper 
_- money, weights and measures, bills of 
exchange and promissory notes, insolvency, 
copyrights and patents of inventions, de- 

















/ signs and trade marks, naturalization and _ 


aliens, following one another in that 
order, were apparently taken bodily from 
the Bill and placed in section 51 of the 
Constitution. 


Some honorable members are anxious to 
acquire for the Commonwealth the whole 

_, of the powers now possessed by the States, 
with a view to re-issuing some of them 
provincial legislatures or councils. One 
onorable member has suggested, by in- 

erjection, that control of education ought 
to be taken from the States. Honorable 
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the 


" ie powers of the proposed General Assembly | 
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be retained by the provinces of Queeus- 


land included: ‘‘The management and 
within the 


sale of the public lands 


province, and of all minerals therein; — 


registration of titles to 
education; the establishment, mainten- 


ance, and management of public and re- 
establishment, 


formatory prisons; the 
maintenance and management of hos. 
pitals, asylums, charities, and eleemosy- 
nary institutions; local works and under- 
takings, including the construction and 
management of railways; municipal insti- 
tutions; licences for trading and other 
purposes in order to raise revenue 
for provincial, local or municipal 
purposes; the administration of justice in 


lands; 


the province, including the constitution, 
‘Maintenance and organization of pro- 


vineial courts, both of civil and criminal 


jurisdiction, and including procedure 
of civil matters in those 
the imposition of punishment by fine, 
penalty, or imprisonment for  enfore- 
ing any law of the province made in 
relation to any matter coming within any 
of the classes of subjects within the powers 


courts ; 


of the legislature of the province; and the. 


appropriation of the provincial revenue to 
any purpose whatsoever.’’ 
legislatures were to be allowed to raise 


money ‘‘ by any mode or system of taxa- 


tion except customs or excise.’’ 

I shall help the honorable member. for 
Eden-Monaro (Mr. Austin Chapman) 
and the Government to have a Convention 
appointed, believing that the discussion of 
matters which are to some extent in- 
fluencing the public mind at the present 


The provincial — 


time, and which will, no doubt, influence © 


it to a greater extent later on, when 


the troubles which have arisen in conse- — 
quence of the war have been settled, will © 
assist the honorable member for Cowper — 


and myself in our endeavour to get new — 
States created in Queensland, and at least — 


one new State in New South Wales. 
Mr. Prowsn.—New States all round. 
Mr. HIGGS.—I agree with the hono- 
rable member for Swan, that new States 


all round should be created, but I fear 


that the Convention may try to do so | 
It may take us © 


much that it will fail. 
fifty years to reach that stage of public 


opinion, at which some honorable mem- | 
bers aim, when the States will consent to — 
the Federal Parliament taking the map — 


and cutting the Commonwealth 
thirty-one or more provinces, as suggested 


by the honorable member for Cowper. © 
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Mr. } u 
honorable member be in favour of draw- 
ing a line from east to west, constituting © 
a tropical State, with special represen- 
tation and legislation ? 

Mr. HIGGS.—I cannot say that I 
would. If the honorable member has 
in mind the idea of allowing. or passing, 
legislation which would promote the in- 
troduction of Eastern races 





Mr. Ricuarp Foster.—I did not say 
that. 
Mr. HIGGS.—Then why a line from 


east to west, unless the honorable mem- 
ber can see a difference in climate, and 
wishes legislation to meet the difference? 

Mr. Ricuarp Foster.—I mean peculiar 


legislation for the treatment of such 
country. 
Mr. HIGGS.—The honorable member 


might by interjection indicate what he 
meaus. 


Mr. Ricuarp Fosrer.—We require 


suitable labour straightway. JI never 
advocated anything else. Ge 
Mr. HIGGS.—Australia has a great 


problem to solve, and, to my. ‘mind, 
many years must pass before we are able 
- to settle an area like the Northern Terri- 
tory. JBritishers, and the descendants of 
Britishers, in trying to settle and develop 
that enormous area, have undertaken, a 
stupendous task. In Queensland I am 
frequently amazed when I see men going 
out into the northern parts, away from 
all the comforts of civilization that we 
enjoy in these southern cities. 

Mr. Grecory.—And they take their 
wives and children with them. 

Mr. HIGGS.—That is so; and it 1s 
curious that men who were born in’ the 
tropical or sub-tropical parts of Australia 
have no desire to live in a place like 
Melbourne. 
seem to enjoy better health and work 
better, and they even go so far as to say 
that they prefer the summer months 
thereto those of the winter. It would, 
in my opinion, be a dangerous experiment 
to introduce coloured labour. It would 
be better for us to continue on our pre- 
sent lines, even if we have to leave the 
Northern Territory empty. 

Mr. Bowpren.—That is not the only 
alternative. | 

Mr. RicHarp Fostrer.—lIt. is, 
nearly. ~ 
_ Mr. HIGGS.—An alternative ‘may be 
suggested. It might be shown what 
could be done by better housing in the 


y 


In the northern parts they 


pretty 


yaaa Fosrun.Would the 


a 


problem of profiteering. 
Jand Parliament has 
Profitesring Act, and, as it is now being © 


~ 


portion of the 85,000 people is. in | Bris i) 
bane and suburbs ? 3 


northern parts, by a atten ew létes 
of hygiene and of the proper foods for 
such a climate. Reforms ig these direc- 
tions might make a great difference to 
the health and comfort of the people 
there ; 
in the idea of cutting Australia by a line 
from east to west, just below the hotter 
portions of the continent. I am, how- 
ever, quite in favour of ‘giving to those 
people in Australia who consider that 
they are in a position to govern them- 
selves an opportunity of establishing new 
States, with their own Parliaments, and 
the powers that are now possessed under 
existing Constitutions. When some of 
my friends insist that the Commonwealth 
Parliament ought to have what we might 
term domestic powers, 


and also in“ the nominee Legislative 
Council, representing the. Labour party. 
That Parliament is now endeavouring to 


cope with the problem which is causing 


people in the south so much trouble—the 
The Queens- 


administered, we hall soon know Meee 
success it may have. 


May I point out, in ‘support of idle 


contention of the honorable member for 
Karle Page) and myself ane 


Cowper (Dr. 


favour of new States, that there is now 


passed an Anti- 





but I do not see anything inviting _ 


I point out that 
in Queensland at present there are large 
majorities in the Legislative Assembly, 


1 


a continual process of centralization be-— 


cause of the presence of Parliaments in 
This 


may be seen from a glance at the census — 


Melbourne, Sydngy, and Brisbane. 


figures. Seoocaive? to the census of 1901, 
there were 110,580 people in the nertherh 
division of Queensland, and, 
these had increased to only 119,279. In 
Central Queensland, where I would like 
to see a new State, there were 64,192 
people in 1901, and only 72,543 in 1911. 


ind “Obl: 


In. South Queensland, in 1901, there were . 


328,120 people, and, in 1911, 412,221. 
Out of a total increase of 100 000 people 
in the ten years, no fewer than 85,000 are 
accounted for by Southern Queensland. 
Mr. Bowpren.—Can you tell what pro- 


Mr. HIGGS.—I regret, I cannot ene 
the figures, but there would, be a greater 


proportion of increase. there: than in the i 
country districts. Sydney, for example, 
has a population of nearly 800,000, 290 


Mr. Bowprn.—It is 1,000,000° now. 
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Raat anew South Wales are absolutely being 
5 ae EB aoploted of population. I should like to 
place on record some comparative figures 
_ dealing with areas. 
land itself is 668,497 square miles, and 
there are three great divisions that almost 
shape themse ves naturally into different 
States, geographically, and, perhaps, )to 
_ some extent, cimatically. In Northern 
- Queensland, there are 250,237 square 
mi! es ; in Central oesnaland: 208,980 ; 
_- and in Southern Queensland, 209, Th. @ 
wae Mer, BowbEn. —What is the area of 
Victoria ? 
Mr. HIGGS.—The area hoot ators is 
_ 87,884 square miles. 
of ‘Capricornia is about the same area as 
Victoria, and I believe that the Federal 
constituency of Maranoa is about twice 
as large as this State. 
Mr. James Pace.—It is neaely as large 
as New South Wales. 


Mr. HIGGS.—Tasmania, with an area 


uN 
Bee 


eat | 4 


Parliament for fifty- -three years, at the 
_ beginning of which period the population 
was 75,000. Queensland received sepa- 
ration from New South Wales on the 





" 10th December, 1859,: when the popula- 


tion of the State was 28,000. These 
figures ought to weigh with honorable 
members, “who may be afraid that the 
72,000 people i in Central. Queensland may 
not have the intelligence or experience 
_to govern themselves. But ~ the educa- 
“tional record of Central Queensland—the 
successes of the Queensland students at 
_ the University in ‘Victoria, and other 

_ States—show that mentally and physi- 
a eal! y. 
& the spiritual side? 


_ Mr. HIGGS.—I think that. spiritually 
Queensland compares very favorably, 
while politically it is about, the most 
democratic State of the Commonwealth. 
I have been informed by travellers in 
Queensland that they consider the people 
there the most sociable in Australia. 


Poe ee 

















arliament receiving many additional 
omestic powers; indeed, I think that we 


5 _ Mr. HIGGS. —Some country eae of | 


The area. of,Queens- - 


alteration of the Constitution. 


My own electorate | 


of 26,215 square miles, has had a local 


Manony. Cee you say entire: 


nd Nadas too aie eae 


-Maxony.—Would not the pro- 

Hora as put forward by the Australian 
Labour movement meet the ‘position ? 

Mr. HIGGS.—It might not, for the 


‘reason that the programme outlined oy ad 


the honorable member himself the other. 
day is of such a far-reaching character — 
that the people of Australia may not be 
inclined to include it in any proposed — 
It might 
be the means of wasting years of our — 
labour, when we could be doing good 
work in the creation of new States with ~ 
the powers we already possess. We are, 
as I say, occupied in the discussion of 


/ State domestic questions when we ought — 


to be considering national questions aris- — 
ing out of the war. What is to be our | 
position in the world? What opinions _ 
have we on foreign relations! What is’ 
our position with regard to Treaties with © 
other nations? Are we entitled to make 
our own Treaties? No; London has toa 
much influence. However, I shall not go 
into these questions, but merely say that — 
we ought not to be so keen about getting © 
domestic powers for this Parliament as _ 
about availing ourselves of the power we 
have, under section 51 of the Constitu- 
tion, to create new States. We should 
indicate by a resolution of both Houses 
of this Parliament that we are prepared, 
if the States are, to agree to the creation 
of new States within their territories in 
order that important areas concerned 
may be developed and the whole of Aus- 
tralia correspondingly benefited. : ie 

Mr. KERBY (Ballarat) [4.16] pals 
congratulate the honorable member for — 
Eden-Monaro’ (Mr. Chapman) upon hav- 
ing brought forward this highly-impor- | 
tant subject. A paragraph in the Go- 
vernor-General’s speech dealt with the 
same matter, but the honorablé member f 
for -Eden-Monaro regarded it as some- — 
what ambiguous. It was sufficient, at 
any rate, to show that the Government 
had in mind the creation of a Conven- 
tion for such purposes as the honorable. 
member himself desires consideration — 
upon. I am quite in accord with the ~ 
principle set out by the honorable mem- 
ber; but I move to amend his motion as_ 
follows -— . 

That, in clause 1, the words, “a Constitu- 
tutional Convention should be: summoned ” be 
left. out, with a view to insert in lieu thereof _ 
the words, “legislative provision should ue . 
made for the summoning of a Convention ” 


and that the words, “Section 51 of” be. left. . 
out. . 


~ amended. 


have equal rights. 
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That, in sub-paragraph (a), all the inh 
> be left out, with, 


after the words ‘ consist of 

a view to insert in lieu thereof the words, “an 

equal number of representatives of each State.” 
‘That clause 3 be left out. . 


There is no doubt that the time has ar- 


rived when the Constitution should be 
} It was framed twenty years 
ago by the ablest statesmen then in Aus- 
tralia, and it has performed magnificent 
service; but it has faults which are too 
numerous to be referred to in detail, as 
suggested in the motion. The only way 


in which we can hope to satisfactorily. 


amend the Constitution is by summoning 


‘a Convention and placing the whole of 


the Constitution before it so that the de- 
legates may report. upon any suggested 
alterations. 

Mr. Rirey.—Why should not this Par- 


liament place a Constitution before the 
country ? | | 
Mr. Fenton. — It will be a waste of 


time and money to call together a Con- 
vention. 

Mr. KERBY.—Honorable members 
know full well that if this Parliament 
were to propose amendments to the Con- 


stitution the matter would be made one 


of party, and would be fought on party 
lines. 

‘Mr. Consipinze.—Then a Convention 
would ‘not be elected on party lines? 

Mr. KERBY.—I have not suggested 
that a Convention should be elected. At 
present we have six States, all jealous of 
their own State rights; and they are ex- 
ercising those rights to the detriment of 
Australia. The six State Governments 
are the members of the Federation which 
adopted the original Constitution. . One 
of the sections of the Constitution sets 
out, in effect, that all the”States are to 
There were to be no 
hindrances in the matter of trade across 
the boundaries; there was 


trade between the States. We find that 


that section has been «interpreted very. 
much according to the desires of certain 
Within three months of the out-— 
‘break of the war New South Wales, » 


States. 


which had a surplus supply of wheat, 


prohibited export to the neighbouring 
States which were urgently in need. 


When, about six months later, Queens- 


‘land was experiencing somewhat of a 


drought, and owners desired to send their 


stock into New South Wales for agist- 
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vernment supreme power, 


to -be_ free 
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ment, the Queensland State authorities 


insisted upon the payment of a tax of 
10s. per head, by way of guarantee that 
those cattle would be returned into 
Queensland. | The inspection duties on 
fruit sent to Western Australia are equi- 
valent to a very high import, duty.  In- 
stances such as these show that we have 
not free trade across the boundaries; and 
such a state of affairs is not for the good 
of Australia. By altering the Constitu- 
tion so as to give the Commonwealth Go- 
State boun- 
daries would be virtually done away with. 
The Australian Government then would 


speak with one voice, and would legislate — 


on national affairs instead of having to 


participate, as at present, in domestic 


arrangements. | | : 
I am very much in favour of the 
scheme suggested by the Australian 


Labour party. At present, we find in 


the six States that there is a great 
tendency to centralization, which is one - 


of the severest curses afflicting this young _ 


country. 
huge States into a number of smaller 


States, and by giving each section con- — 
trol of its own domestic arrangements, 


that we can hope to overcome the evils 


of the present process of céntralization. — 


The populations of all the capital cities — 


are rapidly increasing, while rural popu- 


lations are decreasing. This is simply 


It is only by cutting up the — 


due to the fact that a majority of the © 
people have congregated in the cities, and 


have exercised the preponderance of 
power 1n the management of States, and, 


in so doing, have legislated for the bene- 


fit of the cities as against the country. — 


The effect of splitting up the States, on 


Labour party, would be to make each 


the principle proposed by the Australian 2 


unit self-centred. We would then find— . 


using the illustration of the honorable 
member for Wannon (Mr. Rodgers)—_ 
that a port such as Portland would be 
put to the use for which nature intended 
it, and that the people of that neighbour- 
hood. would no longer be compelled to 


All honorable members © must admit 


_the urgent necessity for amending the ~ 
Constitution, and it is undoubtedly better — 


deal with Port Melbourne in the matter i 
of the export of their produce. _ | 


that that amendment should be made by 


evolution rather than by revolution. ~ 


When the honorable member for Parkes ¢ 


(Mr. Marr) employed that phrase, in the — 3 
course of debate upon this motion last — 
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_ (Mr. Considine) queried the soundness of 
_ the expression; and when reference was 
made to the condition of affairs in 
' Northern Europe, the honorable member 
_ was inclined to scoff. If he had had a 
_ little recent personal experience such as 
must have been calculated to bring under 
his notice the horrors of the war—let 
_ alone those of civil warfare—the honor- 
_ able member for Barrier would now be 
- much more inclined to favour the ‘altera- 
tion of our Constitution by evolution 
rather than by revolution. An honorable 





member stated last week that the Com-. 


-  monwealth Government should accept the 
_ fesponsibilty of passing legislation to 
_ adopt various necessary amendments to 

the Constitution, but this point was evi- 

_. dently overlooked, namely, that, in the 






















' laments must be secured. Those Par- 
_ liaments are already very jealous of their 
rights. | he ae 
_. Mr. Fenron.—There is no need to con- 
_ sult them at all. Consult the people. 
_. Mr.. KERBY.—They have been. con- 
_ sulted on several occasions, and they have 
_ turned down the propositions put before 
_ them, At this stage, I ask leave to con- 
_ tinue my remarks upon a future occasion. 
Leave granted; debate adjourned. ¢ 


BROKEN HILL MINING INDUSTRY. 
_ -Mr. CONSIDINE (Barrier) [4.28].—i 
; . move — | Poe 

fe a 1. That a Royal Commission be appointed to 


investigate and report upon the conditions in ~ 


connexion with the mining industry at Broken 
_ Hill, and more particularly with regard to (a) 
cost of production of output; (b) wages of 
employees; (c) hours and other conditions of 
labour; (d) health of those engaged in the 
industry, and the causes of the undermining 
’ thereof; (e) selling prices and conditions of or 


output; (f) profits arising from the industry 
and its method of distribution. 

2. That such Royal Commission shall have 
power to summon witnesses and examine them 
on oath, and to order the production of such 
Aan ‘pers as the Commission may consider neces- 
sary for the purposes of the investigation, and 
shall have all such other powers as the Royal 
Commission may consider necessary for effec- 
ely performing their functions. 


pertaining to the mining industry, as 
arried on at Broken Hill, may be 
horoughly investigated, not only in the 
terms of the motion—that is, in respect 


to wages and conditions of employment— 


eee ers pont ieaw  egeae 


_ first. place, the consent of the State Par-— 


nm connexion with the sale of metals and other © 


y purpose is that the circumstances 


ua 
¢ 


1623 





but more particularly as regards the 
health of employees, and the causes which 
are undermining health. This latter 
factor is directly responsible for the great 
industrial upheaval which has established 
a record in the history of Australian — 
industry,, and which is now in its’ 
twelfth month., Broken Hill miners 
have been forced into their present 
position owing to the conditions 
under which they have had to work, 
owing to the poisoning of their systems. 
by the lead which they are mining, to 
the phthisis from which their occupation 
makes them suffer, and to the terrible 
death-rate among the infant children of 
those who are engaged in the industry, as 
borne out by the statistics I brought 
under the notice of honorable members 


on the last occasion on which I referred 
Commonwealth — 


to this subject. The 
Statistician has shown that Broken Hill 
has the largest infantile death-rate. in 


the Commonwealth, and his figures are _ 


only in harmony with the findings of such 
an eminent authority on industrial. or 
occupational diseases as is Sir Thomas 
Oliver.. I have the evidence of at least 
eight medical gentlemen in Broken Hill, 
culled from the report of the proceedings 
of a Royal Commission held in 1914, 
and also opinions given by them at a 
later date, proving absolutely that they 
speak with no uncertain voice in favour 
of the contention of the men as to the | 
effect of their occupation upon them. 
The strike 1s now in its twelfth month, 
and the men of Broken Hill and their 
wives and children have put up one of 
the hardest battles ever fought in indus- 
trial warfare in Australia, for the sole 
object of protecting their lives from the — 


exactions of the mining companies, all 


of whose actions go to show that their _ 
only care is to pile up dividends without 

any thought of the, effects of the in- 
dustry upon the health of those employed 
by them. A manifesto: issued by the 
Coal and Shale Miners Federation of 


Australia, the official organization of the — 


miners, sets out the objects for which 
the men are fighting, as follows :— : 


The Broken Hill miners have been fighting mi 


for eleven months for the following conditions, 
in order to protect their healths and lives:— ) 
1. A six-hour shift bank to bank, because 


the unhealthy nature of the work demands 
it, it being better to shorten the work-day 


than shorten their lives. Bay! 
| 2, Five days per week, because it is 
essential for them to have two days in 
every week on the surface in the fresh air mn 
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- and. sunshine out of these subterranean | 


hells in order to build up the resisting 
powers of their constitutions for the other 
five work-days. 


3. The abolition of night shift, ie, be- 


tween the hours of 12 p.m. midnight and 
8 am., for the same purpose. 

4. The abolition of the contract systent, 
because” the continued cutting of the con- 
tract price by the setting foreman com- 
pels the miner to take risks in order to 
earn enough to exist upon that he would 
not take working under the day-wage sys- 

tem; further, the speeding up and over- 

- strain under contract wears out the miner 
and weakens his resisting power to the 

diseases incidental to the mining industry 
in Broken Hill. 

5. Compensation on the basis of full pay 
for time lost as a result of accident or 
occupational diseases, because any industry 
should pay adequately for the human 
wrecks it creates or close down. These 
mines produce dividends at the rate of 
£1,500,000 per year, therefore they shoul. 
pay on the basis requested, and not as at 
present on the basis of half-pay in the 
eases of accident or leading, and nothing 
in the event of the victim having con- 
tracted miners’ phthisis or any of the other 
diseases common to the mining industry at 
Broken Hill. The reduction of the life- 
standard of the toiler and his family to 
half-pay when he meets with an accident 
or his health has broken through no fault 
of his own is a brutal and inhuman act. 
These men protest against their families 
‘and themselves being made subjects of 
whole or partial charity when they meet 
with an accident or their healths are ruined 
in one of the best paying industries in the 
Commonwealth. 


These claims were placed before the 
mining companies, and after the strike 


had proceeded for, a few months, the 


miners’ delegates met the representatives 
of the employers in conference in Mel- 
bourne from the 23rd September to the 
26th September, 1919. The manifesto 
of the Coal and Shale Miners Federation 
shows that the result of the conference 
was as follows :— 

The miners’ representatives at the Melbourne 
Conference told the directors. that they be- 


lieved the industry could well afford to con- 
cede the conditions demanded and that they, 


the directors, had not given the matter of — 


health honest consideration in accordance with 
their fabulous profits. Further, due to the 
complications of the industry, the Arbitration 
Court was not competent enough to deal with 
the matter; also that it was too limited in its 
scope to inquire into the profits, rebates, and 
sales, &c., of the companies’ operations to see 
if their mines could financially stand the 
burden of the log requested by the miners, 
and if not the whole log, how much of it, in 
accordance with their profits. . 
The miners’ representatives then asked, the 
mining directors to co-operate with them in 
Mr. Considine. vi r 
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but chronic leading was rare. 
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approaching ‘the Federal Government with a 


view of getting them to appoint a Royal Com-, 


mission of Inquiry into the Mining Industry at 
Broken Hill, such inquiry to be representative 
of the mining companies, Miners Union and the 
public, and to make a full and comprehensive 
inquiry into all aspects of the industry, such 
as the companies’ profits, rebates, sales, and 
allowances, &c., also the health of the miners 
and the conditions of work in the mines, the 
inquiry, as a result of its investigation, to 
have power to fix wages, hours and conditions 
in accordance with its finding. 
sion to have all such powers as the Supreme 
Court of New South Wales for conducting the 
inquiry, and to be open to the general public 
and the press. 

The mining directors point-blank refused to 
co-operate as desired. Both Mr. Courtney and 
Mr. W. L. Baillieu. admitted that the Federal 
Arbitration Court, due to the limitations of 
its powers and scope, could not inquire into 


The Commis- 


the health of the miners, the conditions of 


work, or into the companies’ profits. 


When the conference was discussing the pos- 
sibility of a tentative agreement, with a view 


of an immediate resumption of work at 
Broken Hill, Mr. Willis, general secretary, 
asked Mr. Baillieu whether, in the event of the 
miners at Broken Hill resuming work under 
the existing conditions and agreeing to refer 
the matter of a tentative agreement to the 
Federal Arbitration Court, the mining com- 
panies would agree to co-operate with the 
miners’ representatives in approaching the 


Federal Government to appoint a Royal Com- — 
mission of Inquiry into the companies’ opera- 


tions and profits as suggested, Mr. Baillie _ 


replied, “ No,’ and further said on no account 
would they agree to an investigation into their 
profits and affairs on the lines mentioned. ~— 


I have put forward the claims submitted 


by the men to the companies, and shown 
the attitude of the companies towards the 


men’s request. JI shall now proceed to 
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quote the testimony of medical men in ~ 


Broken Hill with regard to’ the claims 
the men put forward. I quote first from. 


the Barrier Daily Truth, which reports 
an interview with Dr. Burnell, acting 
medical superintendent of the Broken 


Hill and District Hospital, as follows:— — 


“My mission, doctor,” said Truth’s represen- 
tative, “is to secure your views on the im- 
portant public matter of occupational ‘disease. 
Firstly, as to the 
lead poison.” | ma ie 

“Well,” said Dr. Burnell, “I have had a 
good deal to do with that question, and must 
say emphatically that lead poisoning follows 
mining work in Broken Hill. 
knowledge goes, there is a difference in the 


lead poisoning of recent years compared with 


such disease in years past. Acute leading was 
prevalent to a large degree in the early days, 
To-day the 
position is reversed. There are but few cases 
of acute lead poisoning here now. Practically 
the whole of the cases now are of a chronie 


nature; that is to say, they are cases. from 


which there is less hope of recovery.” 


prevalence: and dangers of 


So far as my — 
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_ How is that accounted for, doctor? 
“The reason is that in the early days. of 


-earbonate-ore mining the disease used to at- 


tack men very suddenly, and would cripple 
‘them up, thereby compelling them to seek 
treatment before the disease had time to be- 


come chronic, before it would generate diseases | 


of the kidneys, for instance, which are un- 

_ doubtedly very prevalent in Broken Hill. Then, 
again, those men in many instances left the 
mines and were restored to health. At the 
present time the disease develops more’ slowly, 
and the kidneys and heart are already affected 
so badly that when men become laid up, /lead 
poisoning is not the only malady.” 

You agree there with Dr. Sir Thomas Oliver, 
who pointed out in his work on occupational 
diseases that lead poisoning produces a multi- 
plicity of complications, 
kidneys? 

_ Yes,” replied Dr. Burnell, “‘ and those con- 
Eiisions arrived at by the author ity you quote 
have been supported by practical demonstra- 
tion. I have found here that in nearly all 
eases of lead poisoning that I have come in 
‘contact with the. kidneys have also been 
_ affected. I offer that as a possible explanation 
of the abnormal prevalence of kidney diseases 
in Broken Hill. “Lead also affects the blood 
vessels, and through them the heart.” 
To what extent does the disease exist? 
That [T am_ not in a position to say,’ Dr. 
Burnell replied, “as I have only to deal with 
the cases which actually come before me, and 
their condition generally leaves no room for 
doubt. To give an idea of the prevalence of 
_ the diséase, I would need to examine the thou- 
sands of men I have never seen. As f said 
before, the men I do examine are generally 
ehronically poisoned. To what extent others 
may be affected I do not know. I am right 
up to the hilt, though—as a result of the 
cases I know of—iwith those whose arguments 
are on the side of the contention that lead 
poisoning is prevalent and disastrous. 
 * But,’ continued the doctor, “there is the 
disease of pneumonia that I regard, too, with 
’ particular importance in Broken Hill.” 
You connect that with the mining industry, 
doctor ? 
Certainly I must. Take, for instance, the 
number of ca’ses we have had of pneumonia. in 
the hospital when the mines Were working, 
and you will find that the miners, proportion- 
ately, overwhelmingly outnumbered the others. 
Then, again, the death-rate of those affected 
falls heavily upon miners, while amongst the 
- others—I méan those working in the. town, or 
These facts are 
sufficient in themselves. If a town-worker, gets 
Ah pneumonia, his chance of recovery is good, but 


i iM it goes hard indeed with a miner, and too 


-iten he succumbs because he is not in a fit 
~ eondition to resist it. That is my reason for 
being emphatic on the point of pneumonia in 
Broken Hill being very eee an yt 
_ disease.” 


That medical Meee traces diseases 


ils _ of: the heart and kidneys and lead poison- 


ing directly to the fact that the men are 
a «¢ working in lead mines. Farther than 


particularly in the 


that. he says that pneumonia is an in- 
dustrial. ‘d.sease in Broken Hill, and that 
it 1s more fatal to the men working on the 
mines, by reason of. their occupation, 
than it is by any other section of the 
public. The Barrier Daily Truth also 
reports an interview with Dr. Birks, sur- 
geon superintendent of the Froken Hill 
and District Hospital, as follows :— 

In reply to a question by a representative 
of Barrier Daily Truth, Dr. Birks, surgeon 
superintendent of the “hospital, stated: “I 
eould not say how many of the Broken Hill 
miners are~afflicted with lead .poisoning, but 


there is a large proportion. Many of the men 
who come in through accidents have been found | 


to be suffering from lead.”’ 


How long do you think a man could work in 
Broken Hill with a fair chance of escaping? _ 
Dr. Birks: “I think not more than four 
years, without a year wr so spell away. No 
man is safe for long in the lead mines—that 
is, the, average work-place in Broken Hill, the 
sulphide stopes, which are much slower in 
poisoning men than in the carbonates, which 
are quick.” 


If lead poisoning is so “‘slow” that it will 
take four years to bring about death, 
honorable members can appreciate what 
the condition of the men must have been 
when carbonates were being freely mined 
in Broken Hull. \ 


“A great many people,” said Dr. Birks, “are ~ 
more afraid of dust than lead in these mines. 
But I hold the opinion that lead poisoning ig 
the thing to be feared here. No man who be- 
comes affected with lead is the same again— 
that is; he will always be more liable to be 
again poisoned. The best thing that such a 
man can do, is to leaye the mines. altogether.” 


T shall 
Steven, 


now quote the opinion of Dr. 
as set out in the company-owned 
paper, which interviewed him, asking 
him his views with regard to a statement 
made by the chairman of the Broken 
Hall mining companies’ representatives 
at the September conference where his 
investigations were ‘‘ pooh-poohed ’’—in 
effect, it was said that they were abso- 
lutely foolish and: silly. The Barrer 
Miner reports an interview with Dr. 
Steven, as follows :— 

To-day a Miner reporter sought an interview 
with Dr. Steven, who conducted the examina- 
tions referred to by Mr. Emery, and asked 
him whether he considered the men examined 
by him were typical of the miners of Broken 
Hill. | 

Dr. Steven replied, “I cannot say that. 
How could I say whether they were typical of 
Broken Hill? I can say, however, that I found 
the condition of the men examined very bad.” 

Could you say that the cases of the men 
examined were typical cases?—“I cannot say 
that,” replied Dr. Steven. “I can say that I 
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found all the cases very similar, but whether 
they were typical of Broken Hill is another 
matter. From-my experience here I would say 
that of the miners who have worked in the 
Broken Hill mines from 15 to 20 years, a very 
large percentage of them are suffering from 
lung deterioration; and a very much larger 
percentage of them suffer from plumbism than 
the mining companies are prepared to admit. 
My examination of the miners at the A.M.A. 
office some time ago showed that 78 per cent. 
of those examined were suffering from slight 
lung consolidation to advanced phthisis, 
my experience of other miners I should say 
that approximately 70 per cent. of the miners 


‘who have worked for 15 years underground © 
in Broken Hill will undoubtedly show lung de- 


terioration. JI am prepared to state that be- 
fore any tribunal, and’ can prove it by taking 
miners haphazardly. I think from the size of 
my practice I am in a fair position to judge of 
the condition of health of the miners. We 
cannot minimize it, and it is just as well to 
‘face it first as last, @ could bring men here 
in dozens, and if any one guessed at their ages 
they would make them ten years older than 
they are. My percentages of the miners 
affected have been borne out by the fact that 
no man whom I reported as suffering from 
‘lead has been rejected by the medical referees 
appointed under the Workmen’s Compensation 


Act. That is a fair eriterion as to the correct- 


ness of my diagnoses.” 

- You state that from your experience you 
would say that of the miners who have worked 
in the Broken Hill mines for from 15 to 20 
years, a much larger percentage of them suffer 
from plumbism than the mining companies are 
prepared to admit. Can you give (a) the per- 
eentage suffering from lung “deterioration; 
~ (6) the percentage suffering from plumbism? 
—*T say that 70 per cent. are suffering from 
lung deterioration and 25 per cent. from plum- 
bism.”” 


1 do not propose to read the whole of 


this interview, since it is a lengthy one, 
but in answer to a question that some 


may be inclined to put, as to whether | 


the health of the men had been impaired 
whilst working elsewhere, I shall read 
that part of it which covers the point :— 


Did you ascertain in the course of your — 


examination whether the men examined had 
worked elsewhere than’at Broken Hill, and, if 
so, do you know the condition of their lungs 
when they began to work underground here?— 


“Very few indeed of the 178 men examined , 


had worked elsewhere than Broken Hill.” | 
When you say that you can bring dozens of 

men who have prematurely aged ten years, can 

you give any idea how long they have worked 


here, and how long elsewhere, and at what oc- 
cupation?—“‘ I make a practice of asking every 


man whom I consider to be below par how long 

' he has worked in the mines here, and I in- 

variably take a note of it if I find he has 

‘worked elsewhere. The answer to that ques- 

tion is given in my answer to the previous 

question.” bei ‘i ts 
Mr. Considine. — ‘sepa 
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Hill mines, and do not 


_ distinctly lays that down. : 





Can you say from your general experience 
what percentage of the men in Broken Hill 
have worked here for from 12 to 20 years?—“I 
could not say.” ge a: eR 

Can you say what is the average time 
worked here by the bulk of the miners?— 
“The average could be worked out by refer- 
ence to my certificates. At the time I made 
a note of the time worked in the Broken Hill 
mines by every man examined.” Bak 

‘Do the periods shown im your certificates re- 
present the time worked in Broken Hill, or do 
they include time worked elsewhere?—* The 
periods shown in my certificates represent the 
time each man examined worked in the Broken 
include time worked 


by the men elsewhere.” - : 
‘There are cases among the certificates 
where the period worked is set down as 
eighteen months, three, four, five, six, and 
seven years. Do you know whether the con- 
dition in which you found such men was due 
to industrial diseases. contracted at work on 
the mines of Broken. Hill?—“TI have every — 
reason to believe that the condition of those — 
men was caused directly from working in the 


“mines of Broken Hill,” 


In conclusion Dr. Steven said:—‘I very 
much regret the necessity of giving this inter- 
view, When Mr. Courtney, the chairman of 
the conference held in) Melbourne recently be- 
tween representatives of the mining companies 
and the A.M.A., said that my reports were 
unbelievable, I simply must defend myself. 

I am prepared to back any statement I have | 

made up to the hilt. I hold no brief for — 
either the miners or the mine-owners, but I 
certainly think it is quite time that all parties- — 
should realize the serious condition of the 
heaith of the miners in Broken Hill. The — 

manager of the Miner, in a letter to me, says _ 
he is only desirous of obtaining this informa- 
tion for the publie benefit, and not for the — 

purpose of helping one side or the other. I 
have willingly given this interview for the 
same purpose.” . eae 

Sir Rosert Best.—Has not this matter — 
already been exhaustively investigated? 

Mr. CONSIDINE.—It has not. ‘ee 

Mr. Arxinson.—Is there not a Com- 
mission already dealing with the matter? 

Mr. CONSIDINE.—There is a tech- 
nical Commission at work. In _ the a 
Barrier Daily Truth of 19th instant, re- 
ference is made to the-work done by Dr. _ 
Southwood, the medical referee appointed _ 
under the Workmen’s Compensation Act _ 
of New South Wales, and to whom 
allusion was made by Dr. Steven in the ~ 
interview that I have just quoted. The 
paragraph is as follows: = 9 

During the brief few months that Dr. — 
Southwood has been the certifying surgeon — 
he has examined 169 men for lead-poisoning, 
and certificates have been given to fifty men, 
because they are totally incapacitated from 
following their occupation. Those suffering 
from lead-poisoning who can still work at all 
are refused a certificate, because the law 
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_ Dr. Burnell, in referring to 
__ said, some months ago, that he never told a 
"man whom he examined that he was free 
. from lead-poisoning. ~The point is that no 
_ doctor can give a man a certificate till he 
is no longer able to earn a living—till he 
| is a complete wreck to all intents and purposes. 
This is the law. 
Many men. who are unable to work have 
been examined for lead, believing’ that this 
was the cause of their health being wrecked, 
but on examination. the chief cause has been 
found to be lung affection. These men can- 
not get certificates. ; oe. 
Now, fifty men have been found in the last 
few months to.have been wrecked by the in- 
sidious poison that lurks in every stope in 
Broken Hill. Dr. Southwood has discovered 
it by an analysis of their blood. 


That is the medical testimony. I now 
_ propose to read a list of some of the cases 
examined by Dr. Steven a few months 
aso : Sy a 
a Miner for four years: Moist breathing, 
- . pronounced rales on both, sides. i 
' C. Burton: Whole of the lobe of the left 
Jung loud crepitancy, sound in left side (since 
ys. . 
ye 36: Liver contracted, stomach dilated. 
- Here is a tragedy: Flattening on the right 
side of the chest and dullness. Breath sounds 
impure. Heart mitral murmurs. 
dilated. Albumen present (advanced stage of 
lead poisoning). | : 
Again: Blue line on the gums; lungs fairly 
good; liver tender and slightly contracted; 
systolic murmur in the heart. _ 
Another: Lungs, flattening in the right 
apex: slight crepitancy in both sides; heart 
sounds very indistinct; liver slightly enlarged ; 
dilated stomach, 
Age 35: Consolidation over both apexes. 
Age 32, miner for five years: Consolidation 
‘over the right lung. ie " 
Again: Prolonged expiration both sides ; 
- suffering from lead poisoning; enlarged liver; 


with 


unsteady movements, shaky arms, back weak; . 


_ distinct blue line on the gums. ; 
_ Age 33: Consolidation over the right apex. 
_.. Miner six years, age 31: Left lung, moist 
-— yales and consolidated ; 
Pines 9 nm e; ; 
mi i. Canavan, age 82: Cavity over the right 
apex (since dead). a 
Age 46: Consolidation over 
_ Lead poisoning. 
~~ Age 24: Right lung, apex consolidated. 
+ anaes Age 25: Crepitant rales in the right apex. 
mA Miner for two years: Flattening of the right 








both apexes. 














apex. . ; 
ed Age. 43: Tubular breathing, with crepitant 


¥ 


right lung contracted. | fe 
Miner nine years, age 31: Crepitant rales on 
- the right lung; lead poisoning. 
Miner seven years, age 29: 
- Yight apex.” 

‘Miner for seven years: 
Jated; lead poisoning. | 
he ice 34: Geeolidation of the right lung; 
hee _ lead poisoning. . Aye 


Consolidated 


Right lung consoli- 
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these cases, 


Stomach . 


increased vocal reso- . 


= 


rales on the right side; consolidation; whole 


_ lead poisoning. 


“of miners’ phthisis, / 
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Age 31: Crepitant rales on both sides. 
Miner 13 years: Right lung consolidated. 
Age 29: Crepitant rales over both lungs. 
Age 32: Consolidation of the left apex, 
Miner 5 years, age 29: Apex of the right 
lung consolidated; moist rales. . 
Miner 10 years: Loud bronchitic rales ali 
over both lungs, 
Age 30: Consolidation of the right apex. 
Age 40: Consolidation of the left lung. 
Age 35: Consolidation of the right side, 
Age 45: Consolidation of both apexes; crepi- 
tant rales in the right. lung. 
J. Jordan: Left apex dull; crepitant rales; 
tubular breathing at the base; right lung bron- 
chial at the apex; lead poisoning (since dead). 
Miner four years: Lead poisoning, . 
Miner four and a half years, age 28: Con- 
solidation of the right side. 
Age 43: 


tubular breathing. 


Age 45: Consolidation of both apexes. 
Hog 38: Right lung consolidated, moist 
rales, a 


Age 43: Consolidation of the right side, — 
Age 41: Consolidation of the right lung; 
lead poisoning. 

Age 33: Consolidation over the right apex; 
moist rales; lead poisoning, 

Miner, seven years, age 30: Consolidation 
over the. right lung, 

Miner seven years: 
dated, 


Miner five years, age 35: Consolidation over 
the right side, 
Age 29: Consolidation over the left apex, 


Miner five years; age 24: Consolidations im 
the right side. 


Both | apexes consoli- 


Age 32: Consolidation of both lungs. 

Miner five years: Both lungs slightly con- 
solidated, 

Age 34: Consolidation of. the right side; 


Age 35: Consolidation of both sides 3 erepi- 
tant rales on the left, tubular on the right, : 
Age 28: Consolidation on the right side. 

Age 34: Consolidation over the right apex; 
lead poisoning. . 

J. Theodore: Consolidation over. the left 
apex, cavity in the right (since dead). 

Miner seven years: Lead poisoning, bad. 
Age 33: Consolidation of both apexes. 


Miner four years: Consolidation of both 
Sides. 


Miner seven years: 
Miner four years: 
rales on both sides, 


In the Barrier Daily Truth of the 13th 
instant the following list appeared :— 


The following members of the A.M.A. have 
died during the past fortnight from dread oc- 
cupational diseases, and another has been sent 
to a reception home for the insane:— | 

March 28, 1920—Death.—Mr. 
of miners’ phthisis (miners? 
Certificate of death states that 


Cavity in the right apex. 
) Moist breathing, with 


consumption). 
Mr. Soper died : 


March 28, 1920—Death.—Mr. “ Jack ” Samp- 
son, died from plumbism (lead poisoning). 
Certificate of death states'that Mr. Sampson 
died from plumbism. wie 


Right lung, cavity at the apex, 
marked consolidation; 


A. Soper, died: — 
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April 2, 1920—Death.—Mr. ‘David Duggan, 

died from plumbism (lead poisoning). Mr. 
‘Duggan’s death certificate showed that he died 
from plumbism. 
April 4, 1920—Death——Mr. William Staker, 
died from plumbism (lead poisoning). Mr. 
Staker’s death certificate shows that he died 
- from plumbism. 

March 29, 1920—Insane.—Mr. was 
‘sent to the Parkside (S.A.) Mental Hospital. 
This man had been an inmate of the local hos- 
pital for three weeks prior to the above date. 
Medical certificate stated lead poisoning had 
affected his brain. 

The mining companies and Mr. Emery take 
a lot of convincing on this subject. 

All the above members who have died from 





plumbism have been granted certificates under | 


the Workmen’s Compensation Act by Dr. 
Southwood, the certifying surgeon appointed 
by the New South Wales Government. 


I propose now to show the way in which 
the Broken Hill mining companies treat 
the relatives of deceased miners who are 
without some powerful influence to fight 
their cause when they are called upon to 
pay compensation under the Workmen’s 
Compensation Act of New South Wales. 
The following is from the Barrier Daily 
Truth of 17th instant :— 

In the District Court yesterday afternoon +e- 
fore Judge Bevan, three cases were mentioned 
in which claims were made under the Work- 
men’s Compensation Act:—EJEustella Myrtle 
Winkler and children v. South Mining Com- 
pany; Muriel Ann Hawkes and children v. 
North Mining Company; and Eliza Jane Grose 
and child #. North Mining, Company. 

- Mr. J. R. Edwards, who appeared for the 
mining companies in ‘each case, said that £500 
had been paid into Court in each case. 

Mr.. W. P. Blackmore (representing Mrs. 
Hawkegy, and Mrs. Winkler), and Mr. Justin 
McCarthy (representing Mrs. Grose) applied 


for costs up to the time of the amounts: being ys 


paid into Court. 
_ Mr. Edwards only ‘wanted costs allowed up 
to the time of the notice of withdrawal of 
objective. 

Costs, as asked for by Mr. Blackmore, were 
granted. . 


' These wealthy corporations having forced 
the widows and children of the men to 
obtain legal assistance, having fought 


them to the very door of the Court before - 


intimating their willingness to give them 
&@ penny, have at the last moment tried 
to get out of paying the costs te which 
these unfortunate people have been put. 
They have tried to rob the dead men and 
their widows and orphans of costs they 
have been forced to incur in fighting 
them. Here is yet another case, as 
reported in the Age of 22nd instant:— 
_ Broken Hill—Judge Bevan presided at the 


District Court on Wednesday, when Mary Ann . 


Scollard proceeded against te Broken Hill 
Mr. Considine. 
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_of health since 1906. 


_Sequel to lead poisoning. 


‘Act, and I can only follow the Act.- 
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- Proprietary. Coane i the’ provisions of 


the Workmen’s Compensation Act, claiming - 
£500 as compensation in respect of the death 
of her husband, John- Scollard, from lead 
poisoning. Plaintiff gave evidence that her 
husband worked practically his whole life in 
the Proprietary mine, and was in a bad state 
He was admitted to hos- 
pital in 1907 suffering from lead poisoning, 
and he was in the habit of missing shifts fre- 
quently because of failing health. He died on 
llth July, after being treated for pneumonia. 

Dr.: Steven stated that he had issued a certi- 
ficate of death stating that Scollard’s death 
was due to lead porpoise accelerated ° by 
pneumonia. 

Judge Bevan said:—I am sorry the baat ; 
has to fail. When a man. has suffered for 
many years from lead ‘poisoning, his system 
becomes so deteriorated that, although he may 
not die from lead poisoning or its ‘sequel, his 
resistance becomes so much/lessened that, as a 
result, he dies from secieiias which is not a 
That position does 
not seem to be dealt with in any way by the 
I find in 
favour of respondents, and decline to ann an 
order. 


That is the kind of thing that the idee 
and children of miners igus health has — 
been destroyed have had to face. , Is it. 
to be wondered at that there has been a 
strike at Broken Hill which has lasted 


for twelve months, and that the wives 


have stuck nobly to their husbands, not- 
withstanding the hardships that that has ~ 
involved?’ In 1914 a Royal Commission 
was appointed in New South Wales to 
investigate the condition of things at 
Broken Hill, and the following figures, — 
taken from ie hibit 78 attached to its re- 
port, show the risks of accident which the — 
miners have to run, apart from the risk 


of diseases such as phthisis, pneumonia, 


lead-poisoning, and other Occupational 


diseases :— | Hi Sopoter 
a 1911. 1912.  ORSy 
Average member- 
_ ship of miners’ oe, is 
-association .. 4,627 5,022 6,996. 
Number of mem- : 
bers injured.. 784 785 959 
Percentage 16°9 15°6 UES ay 
Average time on ; 
the funds Four weeks, | Four weeks, | Four weeks, 
three days four days” five days 
Sosy ek. teh ae ea 


Amount of acci- 

dent pay drawn 
Number of men ms 
_ employed te tthe 


7,704 8,139 





No man anita draw Pe pay unless 
he had been so seriously injured as ‘to be 
at least three days incapacitated. — Or aan 
the first six months: of 1914 cn average Pie 


3,169 18 4] 3,272 8 4| 420113 4 ~ 
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Broken Hill: 


membership was 7 402 the number of ac- 


 qidents, 505; and the number of fatal ac- 


eidents, 7. In the last speech that I 


i made on this subject, I pointed out that 


since 1893, when the New South Wales 
ee began to tabulate statistics 
regarding accidents and fatalities in 
mines, the Broken Hill companies had 
“killed 400 men straight out, and the 


figures I. have given above show that 


thousands of accidents have occurred, re- 
quiring unionsmembers to pay out of 


their own pockets many thousands of 


pounds for the support of the injured. 
- God knows how,many have been killed 


by lead-poisoning, miners’ phthisis, and 
disguised lead- _poisoning in the shape of 
kidney disease and other kindred 
diseases. The other side of the picture 


ean be seen by a glance at the share-list 


of Messrs. Joseph Palmer and Sons. 


‘to do with the 


Sir Roserr Brst.—What has all this 
Commonwealth Parla- 
ment ¢ 


Mr. CONSIDINE.—Are we not here 


to look after the lives and health and in- 


~monwealth matter. 


oF tion, 


ae 


LP, 


terests of the people of Australia? 

Sir Roserr Besr.—Only regarding 
‘matters within our jurisdiction; a is 
a State matter. 


Mr. CON SIDINE. = dt isa ea 


share-list to which I have referred the 
dividends which have been paid by the 
Broken Hill mining companies are 
_ these -—Amalgamated Zine, £882,500; 
British Broken Hull, £826, 000; Broken 
“Hall Proprietary, £10 945 150; Broken 
Bill Block 10, £1,585, 000; Broken Hill 


Block 14, £606, 500: Broken Hill June- ~ 


tion, £81 tou ‘Junction, North Broken 
Hill, £162 ay 00: Broken Hill South, 
PED. 535, 000; ‘North Broken Aull Mining 
~ Company, £1 ,912,940; Sulphide Corpora- 
£2 937, 945 : Zine Corporation, 
wad; 566, 650: or a total of £24,042,035. The 
“total value of the properties owned by 
"these companies is, on the present value 
of their shares, £16, 607,000. Besides 
what has been paid away in dividends, 
profits have been made and concealed by 
taking up shares in other companies. The 
‘Broken Hill. Proprietary had paid in 
- dividends up to the 31st May, 1913, 
- £9,23 2,000; in bonuses, £1,120,000; and 


Peete Bares ate other companies, £1 744, 000 ; 


os total of £12,096,000. 
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According to the 
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fore that company floated the steel works 
at’-Neweastle, which have brought in fur- 
ther profits, and in regard to which there © 
has been a further concealment of pro- 
fits. |The mining companies have shares 
in the Associated Smelters at Port Pirie. 
No account is given of the _ pro- 
fits, irom. | that concern. They 
have also shares in the Electrolytic 
Zine Works, at Risdon, in Tasmania. 
The directors of these companies” are 
persons, who, while piling up millions in 


dividends, have treated their employees in 


the way I have described. Their divi- 


.dends have been made at the expense of 
the health of the employees, and they _ 


refuse, even in the event of the men re- 
turning to work, to consent to any investi- 
gation into their profits, or earnings, or 
the manner of the distribution of those 
profits. Between 1914 and June, 
the North Broken Hill Company paid 
£750,000 in dividends. It has kept the 
mine development well ahead, has paid 
for new plant, and has accumulated sur- 


plus liquid assets amounting to £426,982. 
-I get that information from the 7 Tiber 


man and Ironmaster of 30th September, 

1918. According to the issue of that 
journal. of the 29th October, 1918, the 
profits of the Broken Hill South Mining 
Company have been for 1914, £241,838; 

for 1915, £300,160; for 1916, £466,458; 

for 1917, £418,877; and for the first six 
months of 19S: £165, 291. The dividends 
in that period have totalled £860,000; 

£138,677 hag been written off; and the 
reserves are now £781,470. By no stretch 
of the imagination can it be claimed for 
these companies that they are unable to 
meet the demands of the men for better 
working conditions. The dividends, I 
might truthfully say,* have been wrung 
out of the corpses ‘of the miners and of 
their ch'ldren. To-day the companies rely 
for success on a publicity campaign. By 
the interlocking of directorates, the direc-— 
tors of the mining companies are con- 
nected with most of the big interests of 
Australia, including the press. They are 
attempt ng to turn public opinion against 
the miners of Broken Hill, in order that 


‘they may be allowed a free hand to con- 


tinue the murderous exploitation of those 
whom they employ. The men have asked 
for a six-hours day, for a week of five 
days; and for the abolition of the night 
shift. The offer made by the companies, 
at a recent conference, was a week of 
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forty-six hours for tradesmen employed 
en the surface, and of forty-four hours 
for the continuous process.workers in the 
milis and the miners on day shift. That 
is, the miners on day shift are offered the 
same hours they are working at present. 
The company say that very few men work 
on night shift, and, therefore, the con- 


cession to those who are so employed - 


amounts, on theor own showing, to very 
little. They say that those on night shift 
_ will be employed only in driving, rising, 

and winze sinking or development work, 


while the breaking of ore and stoping 


will be discontinued on night shift. 
The contract system is to be retained. 


The men are still to be at the mercy of 


the underground foreman, who fixes the - 


price at so much per ton oh the ground. 
if they do not like the foreman’s price 
they can go up the shaft and look ‘for 
work elsewhere; or, if they are forced 
to accept that price, in order to earn 
bread for their wives and children, the; 
have to skimp the protecting devices 
underground in order to make a living. 
While the contract system continues, it 
is impossible for the men to safeguard 
themselves in regard to the ground over- 
head, as they have to test it with 
long bars in order to assure them- 
selves that it is safe before they com- 
mence work. Every minute they lose 
in testing the ground overhead means 
so much out jf their fortnightly pay 
envelope. The claims of the men have 
not been met in any way. This motion 
for the appointment of ‘a Royal Com- 
mission to inquire into the conditions at 
present prevailing at Broken Hill accords 
with the request of the men from the 
very commencement of the dispute. They 
desire appointed a tribunal which will be 
capable of inquiring into every phase of 
the employment in the mines, with full 
power to investigate in open Court and 
let the public know the conditions 
actually existing in those mines. We are 
satisfied that when the people know the 
exact state of affairs in Broken Hill they 
will insist upon giving the miners what 


they are justly entitfed to, and will not. 


_ consent to them and their wives and 


children being sacrificed any longer on 


the altar of dividends. . 
_ Dr. Matonrey.—TI second the motion. 
Opposition Mempers.—lLet us take a 
vote. ‘ 
Mr. LAIRD SMITH (Nenison—Aceist- 
ant Minister) [5.17].—This motion raises 
a most important question, which should 
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receive the consideration ik va heaecabla 
members. I should have liked time to 
peruse the findings and evidence of the 


Royal Commission appointed by the New 


South Wales Parliament to investigate 
this subject. By his quotations from 


the report of the Commission, the mover 


of the motion has demonstrated that 
already a very full inquiry into the con- 
ditions of mining at Broken Hill has been 
made. oe 
Dr. Matonry.—Hear, hear! a 
Mr. LAIRD SMITH.—I am glad to 
hear the 
bourne say ‘‘Hear, hear!’’ 
he is acquainted with the work done by 


the State Royal Commission, and is well — 


satisfied that the inquiry was full, and 
that all necessary ev:dence was obtained. 
His remark and the speech of the honor- 
able member for Barrier. (Mr. Cons:dine) 


have demonstrated that the appointment : 


of another Royal Commission. is quite 
unnecessary. 
holding another inquiry ? 

evidence, would it produce? 


t 


Mr. Consipinz,— Evidently the honor- 
able member was not listening when I 


was speaking. 3 


Mr. LAIRD SMITH.—1 l'stened most ~ 
attentively, and I commend the honor-. 


able member for the case he made out 


honorable member for Mel- — ‘ 
Evidently 


= 


What good will be done by 
What fresh | 


on behalf of the men at Broken Hull. 


{am now arguing as to the utility of — 


any further inquiry. I ask honorable 
members. whether a good case has been 
made out for the appointment. of another 


Commission, invo'ving further expense? 


Mr. Ritey.—Yes. ic aN 
Mr. LAIRD SMITH.—What further 
evidence beyond that obtained by the 


New South Wales Commission could be ‘ 


elic:ted ? i 
Mr. ConsitpinE.—To mention but one 


instance, the: facts concerning the enor- 


mous infantile death rate at Broken Hill, 
as quoted by the Commonwealth Statis- 
tician. 


That information was not avail- 


able when the New South Wales Royal 


Commission reported. 


Mr. LAIRD SMITH.—The honorable: _ 
member by his interjection shows that ~ 
that evidence is available now, at any 
rate, and can be acted upon without 


recourse to any further inquiry. 1 do ~ 


not profess to be an authority on the 


constitutional aspect of this proposal, and 
I should like to hear the ;views of the 


NE hea Gaal 


7 
honorable member for West Sydney (Mr. 
Ryan). It is the duty of every honorabie — 


i 
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member to give to ha Howes the eed: 
_ tion he possesses regarding this subject, 
and I am astounded at honorable mem- 
4 ie bers opposite sitting silent when they 
might, by their speeches, have supported 
the mover of the motion, and ¢onvinced 
_ the House that a Gonmistion was neces- 
sary. The. Howse desires information, 
but evidently members of the Opposition 
_ \do not possess it; at any rate, they were 
_. not prepared to give it when the honor- 
able member for Parrier resumed his seat. 
Were they afraid to support the honor- 
able member? Were they afraid to let 
what was in their minds go forth to the 
world? If they were not, why did they 
remain silent? 
~ 0) Mc. Manony: 
ister will sit down, I will tell him. 
Mr. LAIRD SMITH.—Why did not 





honorable members address themselves to 


the question before I rose for the purpose 
of seeking further information on the 
' proposal? I appeal to the honorable 
_ member-for West Sydney to. give us his 
_ views on the constitutional aspect. 
Mr. Ryan.—I think it is quite within 
_ the power of the Commonwealth to act. 
Mr. LAIRD SMITH.—TI should’ like 
_ to hear the-honorable member state the 
_ reasons upon which. he bases that opinion. 
His views would be received gratefully by 
honorable. members on this side of the 
House. Has this House power ‘to order 
such an inquiry as has been suggested ’ 
Much as I value the opinion of the hon- 
orable member for West Sydney, I am 
not prepared to accept it without hear- 
ane his reasons. 
power to do what is proposed, would it 
not be futile to incur the ae of such 
a Commission ? 
What was the oe of the toeeabls 
member for Barrier in making this 
motion? My opinion. is that its purpose 
is to lift the responsibility off the shoul- 
ders of the New South Wales Govern- 
ment. Why should this House be saddled 
| with the a a Soi for an inquiry 










ae bo wuee ile powers of the. sa 
South Wales Parliament, and rightly 

Let the State Government do their aay: 
ba a Bye I contend that ib is the 


VigGhl *.5%) 


¥ . Rosert Best. ae State Govern- 
me ant Ape spree a eke Rercnneicn, 


If tha Assistant Muin- 


give them the opportunity ? 


If we have not the. 


We would be charged 


Mr. LAIRD SMITH. —And it is for 

the State Government to act on the evi- 
dence and-report of that body. 
be doing the honorable member for Bar- 
rier an injustice, but it seems to me re- 
markable that he should ask this House 
to do something which the Labour Go: 
vernment in New South Wales . have 
power to do, and should do. Has the 
honorable member no faith in the present 
State Government ? 
. Dr. Matoney.—This biting of motion 
was placed on the business-paper before 
the present Government came into power 
in New South Wales. 

Mr. LAIRD SMITH.—If the honor- 
able member for Barrier had any faith 
in the. New South Wales Government, he 
would have withdrawn the notice of 
motion, or he could have postponed it. I 
think the honorable member would argue 
that the Government now in power in 
New South Wales would be more sympa- 
thetic towards him than would the 
Federal Government, and that they would 
be likely to do more for the miners. If 
he is of that opinion, why does he not 
We should 
walt, and watch the attitude of the State 
Government, who are in office with a 
majority. 

Mr. Tupor.—Plus Levy. 

Mr. LAIRD SMITH.—I do not think 
the honorable member should be sarcastic 
regarding that gentleman, who ap-- 
parently is very accommodating. There 
is a Government in New South Wales re- 
presenting the official Labour party. 

Mr. Hector Lamonp.—And renegades 
—do not forget them. 

Mr. LAIRD SMITH.—I do not hke 
to use such a term. It is said—though © 
I do not say so, because I do not know— 
that that Parliament 1s constituted of } 
extremists, men of the same _ political 
thought as the honorable member for the 
Barr.er (Mr. Considine). Under the cir- 
cumstances, it would be cruel and mean 
to deprive®such a Parliament of an oppor-_ 
tunity to show their ability in dealing 
with matters with which they promised 
to deal immediately, 1f they were re- 
turned to power. 

Dr. Matonry.—Five years ago, the 
honorable member would have killed him-* 


self rather than. make a speech of this 


kind. 

Mr. LAIRD SMITH .—Why should a 
gentleman so kind and courteous as the 
honorable member allow himself to get 


I may 
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co vexed because, for the first time since Mr. MAHONY alley) _[5. 36].—I 


Parliament met, I have risen to speak ! 
Surely I am entitled to voice my opinion, 


especially in view of the fact that I 


always listen attentively to the honorable 
member who interjects. 
is to obtain information in order : to 
enable me to form an opinion as_ to 
whether the Labour Goverment of New 
South Wales should be prevented, from 
doing its duty. 

Mr. Manony.—You are dapeine me 
ef an opportunity to speak on the 
motion, 

Mr: LAIRD SMITH.—If the honor- 
able member assures me that he desires 
to follow me, I shall sit down. Only 
the other day, the honorable gentleman 
told us that he was not a Unificationist, 
but was desirous 3 

Mr. SPEAKER.—Order!_ 

Mr. LAIRD SMITH.—I only desire 
to say that the other day the honorable 
member for Dalley (Mr. Mahony) said 
he did not desire to deprive the States 





ef certain rights, and: point out that if 


w~ 


this Royal Commission be eranted, we 
shall deprive New South Wales of rights 
of which the State is most jealous. Why 
was this most important question not 
made a. leading one alt the recent New 
South Wiales aoaoes 

Dr. Matonry.—This is a question of 
the health of the miners of the Barrier 
and their wives and children. Has the 


‘New South Wales election any bearing 


on the welfare and health of these men 
and women ? 

Mr. SPEAKER (Hon. W. Elliot 
gohnson).—I am not in a position to say 
whether it has or not, as a matter of 
fact. I am concerned only with whether 
the Honorary Minister is in order, and 
speaking to the question | before the 
heir, <1 ae s me that the honor- 
able gentleman is quite in order in 
arguing that this i 18 sia a question for the 
Federal Parliament to deal with, but for 
another authority, and he is in ‘order in 
developing that line of argumént. | 

Mr. LAIRD SMITH.—I wish to tell 
the honorable member for Melbourne 
(Dr. Maloney) that I have as much sym- 


pathy as he has with suffering caused in 


any occupation,.and that I have always 


‘shown my sympathy; but the honorable 


member who introduced. this motion has 


asked for a Royal Commiss'on, and it is 
with that request I have dealt, and not 
with the number of lives hak are lost, 
and so forth. 


support the motion. 


My only object « 


serious menace 


The health of the 
workers, not only of Broken Hill, but 
throughout Austraha, is of. paramount 
importance, especially. when it is shown 
that; the infantile mortality at the Barrier 
is so very great. This latter fact is a 
to the future of Aus- 
tralia. If the Government are actuated 
by a desire to better the conditions of 
the workers, and give the infants of the 
Barrier a chante for life, I trust they 
will do their utmost to meet the circum- 


stances, and not adopt tactics to prevent. 


a vote being taken on the motion. 

Mr. FOWLER, (Perth) [5.37].—I inti- 
mated that I desired to say a few words 
on this motion, and I promise not to 
occupy much time. As cone who has neces- 
sarily had to give a certain amount of 


attention, even to matters outside my own 


State, I cannot help remembering that, 
during the whole time I have been in this 
House, and for a _ considerably longer 
period, Broken Hull has been a,kind of 
chronic open sore in many regards. At 
nas been the centre of a great deal of 
political disturbance and unrest. We 
have, had so many different statements 
regarding this condition of affairs, 
I for one would like to have an inquiry 
that will get to the bottom of it. 


a character even more serious 


that it 


t 


We- 
have had, time and again, in this district 
perigua ane and industrial troubles ef 
than’) 
strikes—troubles, which have been hushed 


up, but which I have reason to believe 


were of a somewhat grave nature. . 


which indicates something abnormal. 


Whether it is that the capitalist is the — 
cruel ruthless tyrant so often portrayed, 


or whether there are influences at work 


that merely make the capitalist. the stalk- — 


ing horse of their designs, I know not. 


But I am anxious, indeed, to have the . 
situation investigated, and I believe that 


there are many people of the same mind 
as myself. 


case that the men are working there-under 


We desire to know what is the 
‘matter with Broken Hill. 


There ni 
is a condition of things in that locality | 


If it is the ae 


conditions that are seriously detrimental 


to life and human happiness, nothing . 


should be left undone to remedy the state — ‘ : 


of affairs. It has been suggested that the 


record of infantile mortality is sufficient © 
-to condemn Broken Hill in an industrial 
Tt occurs to me, that in that arid 
infantile mortality — 
may be due to conditions that . have __ 


sense. 
part of Australia, 
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Bering to do “with the Heute bled the 
food of the children may be unsuitable, 
en account of the difficulty | of obtaining 
supplies. 
Dr. Matoney.—It is the food only. 
_ Mr. FOWLER.—There may be other 
causes, and I am merely suggesting a 
possibility. T understand that while it is ad- 
mitted that there is a considerable amount 
of disease following occupation in those 
mines, having regard to the fairly high 
percentage of miners affected, the manage- 
ment has done a great deal—indeed, it is 
claimed that they have-done all in their 
power—to bring about the healthiest con- 
ditions under which the work can be 
carried on. There have been several in- 
quiries. into the question, and several un- 


doubted, earnest attempts made to improve. 
the industrial conditions; but products of | 


the mines are more necessary than ever 
~ to the industries of the world, and I do 
not think we can afford to create con- 
_ ditions that wiil mean the practical closing 
down of the work. It will be seen that 
there are difficulties: in dealing with a 


question of this kind, difficulties that re-. 


quire a certain amount of discretion and 
common sense. To me, therefore, the 
- question is one which resolves itself into 
what authority would best carry out an 
investigation of the kind proposed—would 
have the widest scope, and the most de- 
_ finite power to deal with the issues raised. 
The Commonwealth is not in such a posi- 
_ tion. Commonwealth powers, in regard to 
an inquiry such as I suggest, is practically 
limited, whereas the State Government 
>and Parliament have practically unlimited 
power. The Labour Government in New 
- South Wales, surely, might be expected to 
_ do all in its power to present. the os 
» trial side of the question. ; ‘ 
Mr. Gazsp—lIs that irearancnt in 
"power, or in a position to do so? 
Mr. FOWLER.—Surely the ent 
Be Government of New Scuth Wales hag suffi- 
cient power to move in a matter of this 
_ kind; if it has not, it has no right to be 
there. I feel certain that if any kind of 
a case can be made out, an inquiry will 
be conteded by the State Parliament; and 
poeas such ‘an inquiry would be more. effec- 
t tive and more searching than any con- 
- ducted ‘by this Parliament, I prefer to 
- te0 the matter left to the State. Accord: 
ingly, if the motion goes to a division, I 
shall vote in the way I have indicated. 
ee MAXWELL (Fawkner) [5.441— 
regret that the motion has come up, for 
oe “cons eration to-day. This is an impor- 
. hak i 
















tant question, and, personally, I should 
have liked more notice of its discussion, 

Mr. Consip1nE.—You have had three 
weeks’ notice. 

Mr. MAXWELL.—But I did not lvoe 
the motion was coming up for considera, 
tion to-day. I have been taking a little 
interest in the question lately, and have 
prepared some material of which I should 
have liked to make use, but, under the 
circumstances, it is not available. How- 
ever, I listened with very great interest 
to a speech delivered some time ago by 
the honorable member for Barrier (Mr. 
Considine), when he dealt principally 
with the health of the miners of Broken 
Hil. It seems to me that that is the 
principal phase we have to consider in 
discussing this question. All these other . 
matters-—hours of work, wages to be paid, — 
and so on—in an industry of this kind 
very largely depend on the question of 
health. If the mining industry at. 
Broken Hill is a very unheathy occupa-_ 
tion, then, of course, the miners should 
work shorter hours, and be paid extra 
high wages. I made up my mind that I 
would do everything I could to assist to 
bring about a better state of affairs, 1 
such were possible. The question which 
honorable members have to determine to- 
day is whether or not it is necessary to 
appoint a Commission to inquire into the 
various matters indicated by the honor- 
able member for Barrier. I intend to 


vote against the motion, not because I 


have not every sympathy with the men 


engaged in an industry of this kind, but 


because I think that, at the present time, 
such an investigation 1s not necessary. 
Upon a visit to-Broken Hill, at Easter, 
I became acquainted with'a number of 
interesting things. J inquired very care- 
fully into the subject cf the health of 
the miners, and learned that the New 
South Wales Government had appointed 
a special technical Commission—a medical 
body—to inquire into this very matter. 
Mr. ConsrpinE.—-That Commission has 
not the powers which I am asking for in 


-my motion. 


Mr. MAXWELL.—I quite agree with 


that; but all these other points, especially a 


the question of hours and wages, depend 
on the health of the men engaged ; and, 


therefore, the Commission appointed by : " 


the Government of New South Wales goes 
to the very root of the matter. 
Dr. Matonry.—Has it done anything? 
Mr. MAXWELIL.—Yes; it has ex- 
amined to date something like 1,000 


@ 
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miners. Its object is to subject every 


/ miner at Broken Hill to the most rigorous 
Before the 


and exhaustive examination. 


Commission began its labours, its mem- 


_ bers drew up a certain form for their 
guidance, which covered every possible 


aspect of investigation into the health of 
the miners. I would like to have shown 
honorable members one of those forms, 
which I brought back with me. It has 
only to be perused for one to be struck 
with the exhaustive nature of the inquiry. 
The Medical Commission is composed of 
men who are leaders in various branches 
of scientific research. 

Mr. Consip1nE.—What are the powers 
of the Commission ? 

Mr. MAXWELL.—I will try to indi- 
eate them presently, but I desire to show 
just now the nature of the examination 
made in each instance by the Commis- 
sion. The family history of the miner is 
investigated, also his industrial history. 
Then a close physical examination is 
undertaken, concluding with an X-ray ex- 
amination of his body. A most careful ac- 
count is tabulated of all that is done. 
The honorable member for Barrier asks 
what is the object of the Commission, 
and what are its powers. I understand 
that its object is to find out not only 
what the state of the health of the miners 
is at the present time, but also to ascer- 
tain. how the industry affects their health. 
The Commission will make a report to the 
State Government, I understand, and will 


proffer certain recommendations regarding | 


the conduct of the mining industry from 
the point of view of the health of those 
engaged. » 

Mr. Consrp1ne.—Is the honorable 
member sure that that comes within their 
qualifications? _ 

Mr. MAXWELL. believe so.: That 
is the object of this Medical Commission. 
Its members are to make their examina- 
tions, tabulate their results, and offer cer- 
tain recommendations based upon those 


sie, aan 


JAMES Pace.—lIs aie. a Govern- 
ae POhrriasciontt 
Mr. MAXWELL.—Yes. 
Mr ConsIDINE. —Subsidized by the em- 


_ployers. 


Mr. MAXWELL.—As for that phase 
of the subject, it was originally suggested 
that such a Commission should be ap- 
pointed. The Premier of New South 
Wales thereupon instructed a medical 


_man to furnish an estimate of the pro- 


bable cost of the investigation. — He re- 


powers. 
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the Commission would be something like 
£15,000. Then, in his wisdom, the State 
Premier said he thought that was too 
much; he was not prepared to go to that 
extent. Next, the mine owners—hbeing 
desirous that such an investigation should 
be of the most thorough character pos- 


sible—-intimated that rather, than mini- 


mize the scope of the Commission they — 


would be prepared to bear half the ex- 
pense. 
should be a thorough investigation. _ 

Dr. Matonsy.—A very good thing, too 
and I am glad to hear it. ° 

Mr. MAXWELL.—It spoke volumes 
for the bona jides of the management of 
the Broken Hill mines. 


Their sole purpose was that it 


Mr. ConsIpIneE. —Especially seeing that e 


the managers opposed it. 
Mr. MAXWELL.—They accopped it, 
and it was because of their attitude, and 


of their practical proposition, that the : 


Commission was given scope to do its 


work so thoroughly. Under the guidance © : 


of Dr. Edwards, who is one of the experts ~ $ 
engaged upon the inquiry, IJ had an op- 
portunity, while at Broken Hill, to look 


through the records so far tabulated. ea 


was impressed with the thoroughness with Bay 


which the work is being done. 
think the honorable member for Barrier — 
would suggest that these medical experts _ 


I do aot 


are not thoroughly in earnest and deter- 


mined to do the 


best. within — their a 


Mr. Consrpinz.—Of course, m ne ib ‘ 


suggest, that, any more. than I suggest » 


that the Tercea tile member is not ‘thor: (i 


oughly in earnest. 

Dr. Matonry.—Where has aha Medi- 
cal Commission established its” head-— 
quarters ? 

Mr. MAXWELL .—It is donciareiae ite 


zt 
Dyn 


inquiries in the old Mechanics’ Institute _ 


at Broken Hill, where the very latest and 
best appliances have been installed. 
Everything necessary for the most thor- 
ough investigation has been provided. The 


paraphernalia includes an X-ray appara- 


tus, which is one of the most up-to-date, 

if noe the most efficient instrument of its 

kind in the Commonwealth. _ eth 
Mr. Consipine.—Not one man can be 


‘ 


examined for lead poisoning - oye the: 


miners resume work, 
Mr. MAXWELL.—That may or may _ 
not be the case, but it is for the experts 


to say. I am quite sure that if. it be the 


case the Commission will continue its 
work in order to sae Neale ce 
































ae of the" min? Buco | 
Mr. Consipins.—Ah, I ‘outa so. 
Cae) Mr. MAXWELL. 2 Well) the honor- 
able member is right. I was impressed 
not only with what is being done, but 
with the spirit and Bley displayed by 
the managers. 
Mr. Consip1nz.—This is letting the 
eat out of the bag. 
Mr. Ritey.—How long was ‘the honor- 
able member in Broken Hill? 
> Mr. MAXWELL. —Only three. days, 
but I did the most I could with the time 
i at my disposal, and I went there with the 
iG sincere desire—— iu 
- Mr. Consipine. ew many. “miners 
did the honorable member interview? _ 
. Mr. MAXWELL.—TI spoke with two 
or three of the miners themselves: . One 
of these was a personal friend of the 
honorable member for Barrier, and the 
expression of opinion which I secured | 
- from him was this—— | 
ee Boge ConsIDINE. — Mies be a 
_ whisker ea 
_ Mr. MAXWELL. Hare view was that 
 the*curse of modern unionism is the offi- 
eial unionist, and that if one took. any 
half-dozen men from the rank and file 
7, of the miners to-day, and brought them 
_ into conference ‘with the representatives 
pf the mine-owners, the trouble would be 
settled in half-an-hour. 
Mr. Constpinu.—Certainly, it would 


gee Blue 





for only three days, and they settled him, 
~ Mr. MAXWELL. .—They did not settle 
ne. I had a very interesting time at the 
Beer, and made as Many inquiries as 
oe: 1 ted noe a Sarath 


es are still ae out? 

lr, MAXWELL.—With respect to 
question, I will furnish the el 
member with an answer supplied ‘ 

y an pepe es miner, when I on 
question, ‘‘ Can you tell me what is 
real grievance of the men who are 
5 ‘His ia was, 


< dha ria naialabe 


. The honorable member was there 


4 


' They have: sae no grievance. 


but was simply asserting it. 
something to this effect: 


Tt i 
these blasted scoundrels of leaders.’ 

Mr. Riney.—I guess, he does not be 
long to the union. 


Mr. MAXWELL.—Yes, he does be 


long to the union. 


Mr. Constprnz.—To which union ? 

Mr. MAXWELL.—I will not men 
tion names, but this man did not confin: 
himself to generalities. He mentiones 
names. 

Mr. Gazss.—How nay leaders ar 
aoe in Broken Hill? 

MAXWELL.—I do not. oe 
ta enon has been put by the hon 
orable member for Perth (Mr. Fowler) 
namely, ‘‘ What is wrong with Broker 
Hill?’ One conclusion which I arrive 
at, as the result of my visit, is that on 
of. the things wrong with Broken Hill i 


vicious leadership. 


Mr. Tupor.—The wonder 1s that ther. 
are any leaders at all. The ‘‘ bosses’ 
would like to have none. I have bees 
told by ‘‘ bosses ’’ in Australia that . 
would get no work here. 

Mr. MAXWELL.—I am going to giv 
my reason for saying that one of th 


things wrong is vicious leadership 
My reason for saying that, accordin; 
to my  view-point, some of th 
leadership in Broken Hill has _ bee: 


of a vicious character emanates fron 
an opportunity of which I availe 


-myself to attend a meeting on the Sun 


day evening which I spent at Broken Hill 
This gathering was addressed by a maste 
of arts from Adelaide, who was at th 
Barrier as. the . representative of th 
Workers Educational Association. H 
was there to conduct classes for the edu 
cation of the miners. The burden of hi 
address was this: He set )out to prov 


to his audience—who were to be hi 


pupils in the future, under the schem 
which had been drafted by the Worker 
Educational Association—that they wer 
abject slaves. He stressed that ever, 
wage-earner in the community 1s al 


; abject slave—more a slave, indeed. thai 


were the slaves under the Roma 
Empire, 2,000 years ago. 
Mr. Consipinz.—And in many re 


spects they were far better off so long ag 
as that. 


Mr. MAXWELL.—The lecturer wa 


laying down that statement as a propos! 


tion; he did not attempt to prove it 
He sai 
‘You ming’ 


1636 | Broken Hill 


[REPRESENTATIVES | “Mining Iditry a ‘ 


Be ADEE Sis ai! 
. Gy Haan I i! 


ddl 





are making certain demands upon your 
masters. What if you get all your de- 
mands conceded to you? What better 
off are you? You are none the less 
slaves. Of course, if you secure your 
demands, good. luck to you; apd if 
you dow it will be a _ better jump- 
ing-off ground for the _ revolution 
which is nearer than most of us imagine. 
The one redeeming feature of the meet- 
ing was that, throughout the legture— 
which extended over, perhaps, three- 
quarters of an hour—the men did not 
indulge in the least applause. 
nificance of their attitude to me was that, 
as level-headed men, they felt that the 
lecturer was talking utter and absolute 
rot. 

Mr. Lazzarint.—Proving that they 
could not. be led by vicious leaders. 

Mr. MAXWELL.—No; I am dealing 
orly with the vicious character of the 
leadership. deus 
_ Mr. Tunor.—The lecturer was not even 
a member of a union at Broken Hill, and 
could not vote at any. ballot connected 
withthe trouble there. 


Mr. Ricuarp Fostrr—He was paid 
- by the men. 
Mr. Tuvor.—The honorable member 
does not know what he is talking about. 
Mr. MAXWELL.—I should not have 





referred to the lecturer as a leader of ' 


the men; but he is certainly a would-be 
leader. ie lecture is a sample of the 
kind of stuff that is being fed to the 
-miners'at Broken Hill. I yield to’ no 
man in, my desire to see better conditions 
of labour. I should like the conditions 
of labour at Broken Hill to be as good as 
it is possible to make them; but I come 
back to the point that the health of the 
miners is the chief consideration. We 
should stay our hands until the Medical 
Commission has completed its labours. 

Dr. Matonry.—Or hurry on the work 
of that Commission. 

Mr. MAXWELL.—I can assure the 
honorable member that the members of 
the Commission are eager to do their 


work at the quickest possible rate. ‘They 


have not been long engaged in their in- 
vestigations, yet they ‘have already eX- 
mihined 1 000 men. - 
Dr. Medi: Quite so; 
thinking of the question of treatment. 





an the whole of the miners. 


The sig- 


but I am 


Mr, MAXWELL. eye case ast. a 
diagnosed in order that the proper treat- 
ment may be applied. That is what the 
Medical Commission is trying to do. — 

Mr. Frnron.—The results 
from 1,000 examinations should give a 
fair average indication of the heute of 


Mr. MAXWELL.—Not necessarily F 


because the conditions are so varied. 


obtained 


If, as we are told, this occupation is 


deadly, one would expect to find the men 
But. what are 


anxious to escape from it. 
the facts? We find that men who have 


left Broken Hill, and have been absorbed _ 
elsewhere—who have found work in other. — 


cities—return to the Barrier immediately 


there is any prospect of the strike being 


settled and work being available. That, 


to my mind, is some evidence that mining — 


operations at the Barrier are not as. 


deadly. as we have been -led to under- 
stand. 


Mr. Parker Moitoney.—They cannot’ ae 


get regular work elsewhere. 


Mr. MAXWELL.—I am not ect ae . 


an opinion as to whether the occupation 


is healthy or unhealthy. : 
Mr. West.—Then, what is the honor- 


able member trying to prove? 


Mr. MAXWELL.—I am urging ‘che ri 


House to hold its hand in regard to the | 


appointment of a Royal Commission until 
we have before us the result of the labours. * 
Commission that. has 


of the Medical 


already been appointed by the Govern- ; 


ment of New South Wales. 

Mr. 
trying to prevent the directors of © the 
Broken Hill mines from. dealing with 


these matters until the medical nae Is 


over. 

Mr. MAXWELL.—Not at alku” 
had the ear of the miners of Broken Hill, 
I would suggest that they return to work 
on the. terms that have been proposed 


Wrust.—The honorable By 1S 


Tf I 





pending the report of the Medical Com- — “ | 


mission. My conviction is that if the men. 


were left. to determine the question for 


themselves, they*would return to work on — i 


these terms, believing that when the re- 


sults of the Medical Cominissen had been ~ 


arrived at whatever was necessary would 


be done. 


I deprecate this constant gird- _ 


ing at enfployers at Broken Hill | When: ‘ as) 


I saw what had been done—and I Mepe) fi 


the honorab!e member for Parrier (Mr. 








hye rare eran, eNO 
2 Considine) will admit. us a “very great 
ree _ deal has: been done—to try to minimize 
- the evils— 
yoy Mr! Gaenuibe. —Nothing has been 
» done by the employers except that which 
af “has. been forced out of them. 

- Mr. MAXWELL.— Whether they have 
Picsn forced to do these things or not, the 

_ point is that they have been ‘done, Nowa- 

iy _days, there is no greater force than that: 
Ks of public opinion to induce employers to 
do the right thing. “Whenever any body 








oy ‘of industrialists come forward with a de- 


mand which, on the face of it, is just, 
_ public opinion immediately ranges itself 
_ behind that demand, and makes it abso- 
1  tutely irresistible. 
_ Mr. Consipinz. —Public opinion is be: 
hind the miners now. 


Mr. MAXWELL.—1I eee with the 
honorable member: I believe that public 
opinion has not been correctly informed 
of the facts of the case. If we were to 
ask any man who takes a reasonably in- 
; tellicent interest in these questions, what 
is the real point at issue between the em- 
ayers and the miners at Broken H1!!. 
aie should find that he was unable to tell 
he ae 
Ne aedand that is just and reasonable is 
i made, public opinion will compel those 
- concerned to concede it. One has only to 
Took at the Mines Act of New South 
_ Wales to see that every precaution that 
experience and consideration for the in- 
_ terests of the miner can suggest has sta 
ned ao for in it. 
Mr. Consip1nE. ria statement as 
Me how little the honorable member knows of 
a ae administration of the Act. 


Mr. MAXWELL.—In addition to the 



























there are inspectors appointed by the men 
to go through the workings, to point out 
Lito. those in authority where improvements 
: ean be effected, and to see that they are 

* carried out. In these circumstances, it 
‘ 7 is difficult, in the light of our present 
: _ knowledge, to say what more can be done 
he in the interests of the miners. It has 


been said during this debate that now ~ 


* Cat a Labour Government is in power in 
i a - New South Wales, if it is possible to fur- 
ther protect the interests of the miners at 
‘ | Broken Hill that a a Wee be forth- 





ol aber’ s opinion in regard to the Haus 
of labour in such an industry ? ) 


me 


a geht facts 


at work again. 


I am convinced that whenever a, 


spectors appointed by the Government, 


Mining Industry. 








“Mr. MAXWELL. —That again is a 
question that hinges upon the character of 
the work. I should be guided by what | 


the doctors had to say after they had 


made their examination of the men at 
the present time, as well as after they 
have been at work for some time. 
There is some force in the argument of — 
the honorable member for Barrier that — 
since the men have been out of the mines 
for nearly twelve months, their health, 
if there was any tendency to its impair- — 
ment, might have been re-established. An 
examination to-day might not give as 
true a result of the effect of working in 
the mines upon the health of the men 
as would an examination after they had 


actually been at work for some time. 


Mr. Consip1nr.—That is aaa by the 
medical testimony. 

Mr. MAXWELL.—On the face of it, 
that is a common-sense argument.. Ac- 
cording to the honorable member himself, 
it is umpossible to make a satisfactory H 
examination of the men until they are 
I 4m net. sufficiently 
expert as to the nature of the work or 
as to its effect upon the men from a 
medical point of view. In other circum- 
stances, I should have felt very much 
inclined to support the motion for the 
appointment of a Royal Commission, but 
since a Medical Commission is now sit- 
ting 

Mr. ConsIpINE. mat has 
requisite power. 

Mr. MAXWELL.—It has the power to 
make recommendations, and effect would — 
be given to the recommendations of such 
a body of experts. 

Dr. Matoney.—The honorable mcniben) 
would support a proposal, to give effect 
to such recommendations ?’ | 

Mr. MAXWELL.— Yes, “I would 
heartily support any recommendations 
made by such a Commission, and I am 
satisfied that we should find public 
opinion strongly in davour of their 
adoption. 

Mr. TUDOR (Yarra) [6.12]—I con- 
gratulate the honorable member for 
Barrier (Mr. Considine) on having 
brought this question before the House, 
and placed the facts. from the point of 
view of his constituents clearly and fully — 
before us: The honorable-member for 
Fawkner (Mr. Maxwell), whose views I 
respect, states that a strike which has 
the force of public opinion behind it is _ 
bound to be successful. I have taken 
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shave never known a case in any part of 
the world where the capitalistic press has 
declared men on strike to be 
right. 


“Mr. Maxwet. —I said nothing about 


the capitalistic press. 

Mr. TUDOR.—I defy honorable mem- 
bers opposite—‘‘the wassers’’—the men 
who were Labour men, as weil as the 
‘‘Never wassers’’—the men who have 
never supported Labour—to point to one 
case where the capitalistic press has sup- 
ported a strike. Ninety-five per cent. of 
the press of Australia is anti-Labour, and 
has not on any occasion backed up the 
workers.. Any advance made by _ the 
workers, either politically or industrially, 
has been the result of their own efforts, 


and has been gained in spite of the i 


press. , 
Mr. Maxweti.—Has the honorable 

member never known public opinion to 

prevail even against the press? ¢ 

Mr. TUDOR.—I have. 

Mr. James Pacre.—Public opinion up- 
set the conscription referendum. 

Mr. TUDOR. — That is so. Publie 
Opinion was right then, and ‘‘ downed ’’ 
the press. I hope that the unfortunate dis- 
pute which still continues at Broken Hill 
will be settled, that some way out of the 
difficult position/in which employers and 
employees are now in. will be found. I 
am not one of those who use the term 

“master and man.’ 

Mr. Gass.—lt is dying out. 

Mr. TUDOR. — Yes, and I am very 
glad of it. Mr. Molesworth, to whom re- 
ference has been made by the honorable 
member for Fawkner (Mr. Maxwell), is 
a British M.A. . It is the universities of 
Australia who are behind the Workers 
Educational Association. The Trades 
Hall folk ‘have been denounced for not 
supporting this movement in the way in 
which the Oxford Extension Lectures 


have been supported in the Old Country 


by trade unionists. Most of the unions 
have refused to join the association, and 
I understand that the Broken Hill unions 
have not joined, it. 


Mr. Consiprinz. — They. are - not con- 
nected with it. 
Mr. TUDOR —Mr. Molesworth was 


not invited by the unionists to lecture at 


Broken Hill, and went there almost in 
spite of them. ‘\ Some honorable \mem: 
bers have spoken as though union officials 


ae 





part in strikes in three continents, and. 


in the 


-of.a strike. 
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appointed tension ‘dnatead » ror Chae My 
elected, as they are, by the members of — 


the unions. [| was a financial member 
of a trade union at the age of seventeen. 


The organization was then just coming 
into existence, and admitted apprentices. | 


[T remained a member until the Arbitra- 


tion Act prevented me from continuing © 


in it, because I was no longer working 
at my trade. But I have my clearance, 


and it would be accepted by any branch | 
of the Felt Hatters Union in any part 


of the world. It is not the officials who 


are to blame for industrial troubles, but 
very often the officials of the employers, 
dispute, . 


During the recent seamen’s 
which affected Australia so much indus- 
trially, a ballot of the. men was in favour 
So, again, in the case of 
the marine engineers’ strike. In the 
latter case the executive advised the men 


to accept the terms offered, but’ the men 
The same thing has" 
occurred at Broken Hill. and is Ce 


refused to do so. 


at the present time in Victoria. 


Members opposite 
apologists for the 
support them, and, 
‘pose an inquiry into the 


at Broken Hill. 


_ capitalists 
therefore, 


Op- 


powers. 


have become sit ; 
who 


Se ee eee 


couditrons cei Hh 
‘A Federal Commis- 
sion is to be preferred to a State Com- 
mission, because it would have wider 


= 


It is only a rich company like ~~ 


the Colonial Sugar Refining pela e 
that can defy the Federal Government. 


In 
companies, 


fairness to the Broken os 


full and . complete inquiry into the 

conditions that — prevail. We have 
a right to such an _ inquiry. 

bon arable member for the Barrier | 


(Mr. Considine) told us of the lives that 
had been lost, and, on the other hand, of — 
the dividends that had been made at 
He would have failed in 
When » 
tee Broken 


Broken Hill. 
his duty if he had not d 
honorable members say ty 
Hill trouble is due to extremists, who, as 


me so. 


far as their numbers are concerned, do 


not count, my reply is that the honorable 
member shai not have been elected. to 


this Chamber if he did not represent the 
During the last 


views of the majority. 
Parliament he was const tantly taunted 


with being the representative of a min- 
ority, but in December last, ‘after’ the”) 44 
for pen we 





Birike, had been in emistenee 








Hill He et 
I say that I think they — 
would not hinder the making ‘ob was ‘ 


The — big 

















the people of Broken Hill, which shows 
_ that he represents the feelings of the ma- 
_ jority of those living there. Then, 
cet only three or four weeks ago, the 
te -man who topped the poll was a Brook- 
_ field, while a “has-been” was turned 
down. 

- Mr. Hucror Lamonn.—Brookfield  de- 
_ nounced the® Labour executive. 
Mr. TUDOR.—At any rate, he mopped 

(the poll. — 

- Mr. Lamp Surre. — But who was it 

tried _tc to prevent him? 

“Mr. TUDOR. —There was no one like 
nts honorable member for Illawarra 
(Mr. Lamond) for making trouble when 
_ he was on the Labour executive in New 
South Wales. The honorable member 
- for Denison (Mr. Laird Smith) and 
- others who have been connected with the 
- Labour movement know that he was the 
_\- stormy petrel of the conferences there. I 
think that even Mr. Speaker knows a 
little about him. Whatever may be said 
about Mr. Brookfield’s politics and his 
disputes with the Labour executive, it 









must be admitted that he was the most. 


' extreme candidate’ who submitted him- 
‘self for the representation of the district 
of Broken Hill in the New South Wales 
Legis!ative Assembly, and he topped the 
~ poll. That shows the feeling at 
_ Broken Hill. I spoke in the town 
~~ once on a Saturday night, and the next 
_ day was present at a demonstration in 
- support of the local hospital, which I 
visited, 
y the: load was a be 
» Government would like this 
, a tie be talked out, but I. cannot 
Se attow the aspersions on trade unionism 
-made by the honorable member for 
wkner (Mr. 
is member for ean ae 










bad trouble. The 


‘ Laird 


“a TUDOR.—No. I have a, Nedoed 


cee, regard to trade unionism which I can 


against that of any man in this 
I am not one of those. who 
me a unionist after trade 
Ln a had begun to succeed. I 
never used | trade” unionism. I 
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Suspension of Sining. 
tunity to state Ae case of | the a 
unionists, so that it may appear in ~ 


Hansard alongside the statements of | 


those who have traduced trade unionism, e 
who would make it appear that it is the 

officials and not the great body of 
unionists who decide these matters. Time 
after” time the officials. 


bers opposite know. It is the rank and_ 3 
file who declare by ballot whether there — 
shall ‘be a strike. However, as there is 
no chance of finishing the debate to-. 
night, I ask leave to continue my remarks 
on a future oceasion. ta 
Leave granted; debate adjourned. 


SUSPENSION OF SITTING, 


Mr. SPEAKER (Hon. W.. Elliot 
Johnson ).—As in the Queen’s Hall during 
the dinner adjournment Sir Ross Smith — 
is to give an account of his flight from 
England to Australia, I think that 1 
shall consult the convenience of honor- | 
able members, and act in concurrence 
with the wishes of the Government, ipck 
do not resume the chair until about 8.30, 


Sitting suspended from 6.28 to 8.380 p.m. 


JOINT STANDING COMMITTEES. 


Mr. SPEAKER announced that the — 
receipt of messages from the Senate inti- 
mating that the following senators had ° 
been appointed members of Standing 
Committee 
—Senators Henderson, Needham, and 
Newland; Public Accounts Committee— _ 
Senators Crawford, Earle, * and — 
McDougall. | 


AUSTRALIAN SOLDIERS’ | 
REPATRIATION BILL. 

Bill returned from the Senate with ~ 

the message that it has agreed to all but | 

two of the amendments of the House of | 

Representatives. * | 


- AUSTRALIAN IMPERIAL “FORCE _ 


CANTEENS FUNDS BILL. 

' Seconp ReapiInea. 

Debate resumed from 28th April (mde — 

page 1575), on motion by oF GRAN- 
VILLE RyrrE— Hae 

That the Bill be now read a second time, 


Mr. BOWDEN (Nepean) | [s. 321% a ¥ 


This Bill appears to be an attempt to — 
deal with two altogether different sees ; 


(ah p 


: have smoothed — 
over difficulties, as many honorable mem- _ 
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- by one measure and in the same way. In 


‘regard to the canteen funds this Parha- 
ment can do what it thinks fit, but in re- 


gard to the other fund,-we should be 


bound by the trusts of the will which 
created it. There should have been 
two’ Bills: to cover these two different 
matters, and the attempt to drag in the 
bequest of the late Sir Samuel 
McCaughey as a sort of afterthought 
under the wide powers of sub-clause b of 
clause 3 does nét seem to be at all desir- 
able. Very little objection can be taken 


to the provisions regarding the canteen 


funds except the old one that the Bill is 
merely a skeleton, and that many vital 
principles are left to regulations. It also 
introduces the undesirable system of re- 
ferring to other Acts, in order to ascer- 
tain the meaning of words used in this 
Bill. For example, in the first clause 
one is referred to the War Pensions 
Acts of 1914 and 1915, in order to get 
the interpretation which might just as 
well be embodied. in the Bill itself, and 
_ thus made plain for every one to read. 
Regulations under measures of this sort 
should be confined to mere matters of de- 


tail, but under this proposal they are to 


be so wide that the principles of the Act 
will be laid down, not by the Act itself, 
but by the regulations made under it. 
For instance, there is nothing in the Bill 
as to the manner of appointing State 
_ Committees. The honorable and gallant 
member who introduced the Bill told us 
that State Committees are to be ap- 
pointed. But their powers will be 
very small; they would be only advisory 
bodies. There is no power in the Bill 
for the original trustees to appoint any 
substitutes in other States. That will 
mean that everything done under the Act 
will require to be sent to Melbourne to 
be confirmed by the trustees before any 
action can be taken. There is no power 
to delegate authority to the different 
Committees in the States. \ 

We are told that the canteen balances 
are to be distributed within about six 
months. It reflects great credit upon 
those who managed the canteens that 
there is such a large sum available for 
distribution. These canteens are not 
mere drinking bars. 
stores. At Liverpool Camp, at any 
rate, the establishment of canteens 


did away with the very objection- needs to be covered under that devise. 


- Mr. Bowden, 


ahh een AE lane 7 
Jel Al apt ay ‘ 
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Australian Imperial [REPRESENTATIVES.] Ray, rece 


reason for dragging to Melbourne the — 


They are general. 





r HRN ah ry “ia a) . Ta rN ie: ie ee 1 Py 
able system previously in vogue ynder — 
which all classes of traders, some of 


whom were guilty of very peculiar prac- 


tices, were allowed into the camps. It 

is a matter for congratulation that the 
canteens not ‘only paid their way, but re 
paid to the Treasury the whole of the 


‘moneys paid from time to time in order 
to set them going. 


. But, judging from 
what was said by one honorable member, — 
I doubt whether the advances made 
by some of the officers: and men 
have been repaid. The canteen fund ~ 
also provided money for the sports and { 
recreations of the soldiers.. On top of all — 
that, there is a balance of £500,000 avail- ~~ 
able for distribution. The honorable 
member for Maranoa (Mr. James Page) 
suggested that it might be better in the — 
interests of those concerned if that 
amount were capitalized, but having re- — 
gard to the fact that there may be from 
30,000 to 50,000 claimants, and the aver- 
age amount available for each may not 
be more than perhaps £10 to £15, it is - 
better that the fund should be dealt with 
asa lump sum rather than that‘the pay-. 
tment shauld be spread over a number of 
years. The fact. that the children are © 
growing up, and in a few years will be ~ 
earning their own living, seems to me to 
be an argment. in. fayour ,of an | 
immediate. distribution of the fund — 
rather than of holding it in hand 
and distributing only the interest. 
No provision is made in the Bill itself — 
that the amounts given under it shall ~ 
not be taken into consideration by the _ 
Repatriation Departrhent, .or’ in con- — | 
nexion with pensions. The Minister has ~ 
assured us that they will not be taken ~~ 
into consideration in that way, but it” — 
would have been very much preferable to 
have it so stated in the Bill than to leave 
it to the regulations which are after- — 
wards to be framed. A A 
When we come to the second ‘object — 
which the Minister ‘tells us is intended 
to be covered, I find the Bill mtost un- 7 
satisfactory... There seems to be no ~ 


~ 
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management of the McCaughey fund, ; 
and although the Bill gives the trustees _ 
sufficient power to deal with the Canteens ' 
Fund, the McCaughey trust opens up a 
far larger field of discussion, and the 
powers given under the Bill do not seem 
to be sufficient: to cover the ground that 


it if “e ii 
Nato £ 










e world, or our own antanl corner of it, 


» little better than we found it—— 
Mr, SPEAKER (Hon. W. Elliot 
a _ Foknson) —Order! . iy 
- Mr. BOWDEN.—That is what the: 


soldiers have done who created the Can- 
nae Fund. I think we can 4lso say 
5 _ that the man who created the other fund 
has left Australia better for h’s residence 
here, and-for the work he did«in it. Ac- 
Ses to his lights he was, I believe, 
a fagthful steward of his wealth in his 
- lifetime, and in his death he left 
example which we hope that many Aus- 
tralians will follow. The honorable mem- 
ber for East Sydney (Mr. West) talked 












p. the fountains of generosity of the 
people of Australia; but I know’ of 
nothing more likely to seal up the foun- 
tains of generosity and benevolence 
than a speech like that to which. we 
listened from the honorable member for 
' Darling \ Mr. Blakeley) last night. The 
McCaughey fund consists of about 
£450,000, which is all to be invested. 
nce is not to be distributed as the Canteens 
Fund is. The objects of the trust: are 
get out in the will, and I suppose will be 
adhered. to. There is £300.000 for. pas- 
ial acricultural, and technical educa- 
ion of soldiers’ children; £50,000 to 
provide in hospitals beds and cots’ for 
wives and children, of soldiers ; pain ,000 

















: as ‘Iniperial Force wate and 
_ £50,000 for special purposes to be deter- 
‘ nce by the pcan . the will. 


out Pike will 


a McCaughey bequest is that it is not 
i. Be gare: in the Bill. - 





| oe neans of eanlyel et b 36 clause 3. None 
F o the powers mentioned in the will are 


given by the Bill. The trustees whom 


a. “appoint | may have to make 
arr: angements in the States for the 


ae edv coe of soldiers’ children in agri- 


tei 


an 


about the Bulli Disaster Fund, and about. 
the administration of that fund sealing 


BLAKELEY .——The trouble ee 


aaeree. or ene colleges, or on 
agricultural farms, 
originate training colleges of their own. ~ 
They may have to build a wing of a hos- — 


pital, instead of endowing other hospitals ve 


in different places. 


All these things need 
to be provided for. 


i think the plavecne 


dealing with the investment of the trust 
funds is not nearly wide ‘enough, if the © 
McCaughey hee 
I would give the — 


intention is to bring the. 
trust. money into it. 


trustees power, not» only to invest the 


money in Government securities or fixed if 
but also to invest in © 
approved rent- -producing freehold pro- 


deposits in banks, 


perties. I do not think any honorable — : 


member would confine himself, in dealing _ 
with a large sum like this, merely to 


Government securities or banks’ fixed de- 
posits. These powers ought certainly | 
to be enlarged in order to give the ~ 


“trustees the right to make such invest- 
ments, which, with proper supervision, — 
will be just as safe and secure as the 


securities mentioned in the Bill itself, 

and which, moreover,’ will bring to the 
fund an increased amount of 
and consequently place an increased an- _ 
nual revenue at the. disposal of the — 

trustees. I notice that there is no pro- 
vision in the Bill to preserve the original 
trusts. 
the McCaughey money shall become part. 


of the fund. Clause 3 provides that the 
fund shall consist of, first, the canteen 
any Moneys. 


moneys; and, secondly, 
transferred to. the trustees which the. 
Minister, by notice in the Gazette, directs — 
shall form part of the fund. If the. 


McCaughey money forms part of this _ 
fund, it seems to me that it will be ap- 
plicable for the purposes for which the 
fund is created—-purposes altogether dif- _ 
ferent from those which the will had in ~ 
view, and. which are set out in the trusts — 


of that document. The Bill as it comes 
before us does not contemplate so com- 
plicated an administration as is rendered 
necessary by the McCaughey trust. 


it go through without paragraph 6 ot Ah 


clause 3, making it refer only to the Can- 
teens Fund, and to bring down a separate _ 


Bill to provide for the great benefac- 
tion of. Sir Samuel McCaughey, in order — 
to insure that the objects for: which 


that money was given are adequately 
provided for and properly carried out. 


Ory in that way can the bhai hs the “ 


They may have to ~ 


interest, 


Apparently, the Bill intends hath 


The. 


Government would be well advised to let — 
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late Sir Samuel McCaughey be satisfac- 
borily dealt with. 
'. Question resolved in the affirmative. 


- Bill read a second time. 
In Committee: 
Clauses 1 to 4 agreed to. - 
Clause 5— 
(1) The following persons, that is to say— 
The President for the time being of the 
Returned Sailors and Soldiers Imperial 
League of Australia; 
Mrs. ‘Alfred Deakin, of Walsh- street, South 
Yarra, Victoria; 
Nicholas Colston Lockyer, Esquire, CBE, 


1.8.0.; 
The Honorable George Swinburne; Ns 
Major-General Sir Cyril Brudnell Bingham 
Roos W bite, IN.C.M.G., C.B. 'D.8.0%5 
Percy Whitton, Esquire, I. S.0.8 and 


-. Harold Percival Moorehead, Esquire, for- 
“merly a member of the ‘Australian Im- 


- -perial Force, 
shall be the trustees of the Fund. 


Mr. BLAKELEY (Darling) [8. all 
Earlier in the debate upon this Bill I ob- 
jected to the large number of trustees 
whom it is proposed to appoint for the 
purpose of administering the fund. There 
are no less than seven of them. [I fail to 
see the necessity for such a large body, 


especially as its duties will not be of the 


same character as those which will be dis- 


charged by the State Advisory Commit- 


tees. The Trust will not be called upon 


to do any of the detail work; its functions | 


will be limited to the ahppideracion of the 


- recommendations by the State Commit- _ 


tees. Where, then, is the need for a Trust 
consisting of seven members, especially 
when its duties can be more efficiently 
performed by three or four? J am of 


+ opinion that the measure was hurriedly 
_ drafted by one man, that proper considera- 
tion was not given to it, and that it has 


been submitted to this Chamber in a very 


immature form. I have no desire to dif- 


ferentiate between any of the persons 
whose names are sct out in this clause, and 


{ shall, therefore, content myself with 
- moving— — 


That the word ‘three’? be inserted before 
the word ‘* persons.’ 


Sir GRANVILLE RYRIE (North Syd- 
ney—Assistant Minister for Defence) 
[8.55].—I ask the Committee to allow 


the personnel of the Trust to remain 
unaltered. We must not forget that these 


trustees are to act in an honorary capa- 
city. If we seek to eliminate any of them, 
where shali we start? Anybody with ex- 


perience of honorary committees knows 


Drea 
a 


thai tikes members “it ore apene one ° 


meeting and three different members an- 
other meeting. It frequently happens 
that. a quorum is obtained from. certain 


members upon one day and a quorum 


from different members upon another day. 

Mr. Manony.—Why is not some per- 
son from New South Wales to be ap- 
pointed to the Trust? 


Sir GRANVILLE RYRIE—_I He 


previously pointed out that any man who 


is considered suitable for this particular — 
work will be of very much more value in — 


his own State than he would be on the 
central Trust. It is almost imperative 


that all the members of the Trust, shall } 


reside permanently in Melbourne. If 
they were living in any State other ‘than 
Victoria, they would have to be travelling 
constantly between the different capitals 





in order to do their work as it should be — 


done. In such circumstances it would 


be only reasonable that they should ask 


to be reimbursed their expenses, and we 


do not desire to fritter away any of this — 


fund in that way. I do not believe that 


Mr. 
mittees to be appointed ? 


‘any of the trustees whom it is proposed 
to appoint will exhibit the slightest par- — 
tiality. They will simply act on the re- 
commendations received from. ae, State i 
Advisory Committees. ane 
Manony.—How are these Com i, 


Sir GRANVILLE RYRIE—In depen a 


‘ence to a requést preferred by the Leader 


of the Opposition (Mr. Tudor), that some 


mention of these Committees should be 
made in the Bill, I have had a short 
clause drafted whew will ore that 
object. 

Mr. 


lated amongst honorable members. 


Sir GRANVILLE RYRIE —There. 
are not many copies of it available at. pre-. 
sent, but at the proper time I will move 
for the ‘insertion of a new clause, which 
will be known as 6a. In regard to the 


amendment of the honorable member? for ; 


Darling, I again ask the Committee to 
allow the personnel of the oe . 
to remain as it stands. 


Mr. JAMES PAGE (Mateus ‘[p. 0]. 


Manony. ait has not heen ciren- ae 


44 
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—I hope that the honorable member for 


Darling (Mr. Blakeley) will not proceed 
with his amendment. We have. already — 


been informed that. these positions are i 


ee ee my, aiid eae of honorary : 
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bodies is that it is iomenines Vv ry diffi- 
cult to obtain a quorum. It has been 
asked why there are not men and women 

appointed from other States besides Vic- 


toria; but if trustees have to be brought 


from a distance to Melbourne their ex- 

_ penses will have to be paid. For in- 
stance, if we had a representative from 
each State, the expenditure of a consider- 
able amount of money would be involved ; 
and we must not forget that this is not 
our own money, but the money of the 

_ soldiers themselves; indeed, I do not 
- know that we have any right to dictate 


_ as to how this fund shall be spent. Many 


of the men whose names, are mentioned 
are personally and deeply interested in 
the disposal of these funds, and, there- 
fore, I suggest the withdrawal of the 
is ‘amendment. 
icy MOY. LAZZARINI (Werriwa) [9.2].— 
On two or three occasions—at any rate, 
on two oceasions—it has been stated by 
the Government that it is their definite 
intention to have representatives of the 
soldiers on the different Boards and Com- 
mittees; but the Government always 
~ select the Returned Sailors and Soldiers 
- Imperial League of Australia as the body 
to send the representatives. I do not 
object to a representative from that 


organization, but: it seems to me that 


other organizations are deliberately ig- 
-nored. As I have said previously, that 


organization is not the only one, nor can 


any member of it claim to represent the 
whole of the soldiers of Australia. 
. Sir Roserr Bzsr.—Can you name a 
H more representative association ? 
Mr. LAZZARINI.—No; but I can 
name other organizations that are just 
8 representative. The claim is made 
that this is the largest organization; but 
A he fact that it has a few more Pi hecs 
‘a than others does not entitle it to be the 
only one to send representatives to such 
Metres If this were the first occasion 
‘on which this has happened we might 
erlook it; but I am convinced that this 
ociation is singled out because of its 
litical activities. That is a paltry atti- 
















ss 1e soldiers’ interests ought to be con- 
Sih a ge ered ; but we find that political “pull” 
I eatedly. JI know it is useless to move 
an amendment, so I shall satisfy myself 
‘with voicing my protest. The exercise of 
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form, 


ude on the part of the Government when — 


Bill. 


discrimination in the way I have indi- 
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cated is due to the fact that the officers ; 
of the organization stand -behind. the — 


Nationalist Government in polities. 


Mr. TUDOR (Yarra) [9.5].—E think | 
that the number of trustees might, with 
much advantage, be increased. I am not — 
new saying whether or not the persons — 
named are the proper persons for the — 


position; but, in view of the fact that 


they will have the distribution of such a © 
large sum of money, I think there ought — 


to be more of them. Of the total sum 


of nearly £1,000,000, these trustees will — 
ey es 


control he allocation a 
£600,000. 


Sir Ronuer Buse. —It may ib ‘more. 


Mr. TUDOR.—TI hope it may be, pee 
cause it is very much to be desired that — 
others may follow the example of the © 
executors under the McCaughey will. — 
The number of trustees should be at 


least seven. As I have said on a pre- 


vious occasion, I take no exception to 
the persons named, but I think it would — 
be very advisable 'to have the names of — 


two ladies added, seeing that the greater 


proportion of the work will be that of 
of widows, 


dealing with the claims 
widowed mothers, and children. 


Mr. Braxerey.—I hope the Hidoratles . 
member is not losing sight of the fact — 
that the amendments that have been cir- — 
culated mean the redrafting of the Bill 


since its introduction. 


Mr. TUDOR.—1I am glad that there 


is to be a Committee of three in each 
State.. 


another State. 
Would 


it be possible to add to the number of 
trustees by regulation ? 


Mr. Groom.—No; a definite number 
is fixed by the clause, with power to ae Ng 


vacancies that may occur. , 

Mr. TUDOR.—However that may hee 
I plead for the appointment of two sain 
as additional trustees. 

Amendment negatived. 

Clause agreed to. 


her a 6 fener of trustes) HN hae 


There can be no objection if the — 
two ladies I suggest were selected from _ 
Protects though one might come from — 
The arrangements as to 
the Committees are left to regulations; — 
but if we carry this clause in its present 
the trustees will be limited to — 
seven, and an amending Bill would be 

required to add to the number. 


WA 
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_ amended accordingly. _ 





Mr, BLAKELEY (Darling) [9.11].— 
This is a further indication of the hap- 


_ hazard manner in which the Bill has been 


treated. The clause states that the trus- 


tees shall receive and consider applica- 


tions from the widows and orphans and 
from widowed mothers and other depen- 
dants of deceased soldiers. As a matter of 
fact, this work will fall upon the State 
Advisory Committees, which will make re- 


commendations to the binaiees for indorse- 


ment. 
Clause agreed to. 
Clauses 7 to 10 agreed to. 


‘Sir GRANVILLE RYRIE (North 


| Sydney—Assistant Minister for Defence) 
— (9:15].—I move— ak, a 


That the following new clause be inserted :— 
_ **6a, (1) For the purposes of this Act 
there shall be an Advisory Com- 
mittee for each State. 
| Each Advisory Committee shall be 
- appointed by the Minister on the 
recbmmendation of the trustees. 
1 The trustees shall nominate one 
member of \each Advisory Com- 
mittee, and the member so nomi- 
nated shall be the chairman of 
the Committee. 
An Advisory Committee shall ad- 
vise the trustees upon matters re- 
ferred to by the trustees, and shall 
carry out such duties in relation 
to the granting of assistance and 
benefits: under this Act as the 
trustees direct.” 


Mr. James Pacr. —Why not shipattts 


the number to constitute each Advisory 


Committee ? 
Sir GRANVILLE RYRIE.—The trus- 


tees will probably be in a better position 


to decide as to the number required, and, 
for that reason, we did not stipulate any 
particular number. 


‘Mr. Tupor.—TI think it is Adyisibla to * 
_provide that the number shall be not less 
than three, and that one at least shall 
- be a woman. 
that the Advisory Committees 


It must not be forgotten 
will be 
dealing very largely with questions affect-, 


ing widows and dependants of deceased 


soldiers. 
‘Sir GRANVILLE RYRIE.—I accept 
the suggestion: offered, and will amend 


- sub-clause (1) of the proposed new clause 


toread—".’, 


bg? ‘For the purposes of this Act there shall— 
- be an Advisory Committee of not less than 


three members, one of whom shall be a woman, 
> each State. 


i Proposed new clause, hy leave, 


in 


aes Imperial [REPRESENTATIVES, i" 





_ Force 


Sir GRANV ILLE “RYRIE er, 
are women in New South Wales 
who have done excellent practical work 
among the soldiers. I have in mind, in 
particular, the splendid services of Mrs. 
Willie Chisholm, who conducted the rest 
camp at Kantara. Her activities were a 
godsend, net only to our soldiers, but to 
the ‘‘ Tommies?? as well. She was not 
one of those who merely visited the troops 
in hospital, and earned a lot of credit 
for having done war work in that way. 


. Day after day, year in and, year out, aa 


did the real toil herself. JI have seen her 
with her sleeves rolled up ccoking. She 
and her assistants would cook thousands 
of eggs a day. She and one of her chief 
helpers, whom I recall at this moment, 
namely, Miss McPhillamy, spent fog 
years of the best period of their lives, 
slaving like general servants in an hotel., — 
Women of that type are deserving of all 
praise and every. consideration. Per- 
sonally, I am of opinion that the State 
Committees will number about five, with: 


two women aban to each. ore alah 
Mr. MAHONY (Dalley) [9. 22] ae am a 
pleased that the suggestion has been ac- ‘i f 
cepted, and embodied inthe proposed 
new clause, I desire ~ to throw © out” as 
the further suggestion that, in mak- Hl 
ing the appointments, one of the 
women chosen should, if “possible, 
represent that considerable - ‘section — hoe 
the community which is composed of 
the working classes. Most of those. who . 
will seek help from this fund will be ue 
drawn from the ranks of the a ae 
classes, and it will be wise to place upon 
the. Committees women’ who are in actual 
touch with the working people, who are 
in sympathy with them, and know on ‘ 
difficulties and conditions _ of life 
generally. "a 


My. FOWLER (Perth) 9 24]. “Lh 
proposal of the Government, as Our 
forth, is a step in the right cee al 
I am not quite sure that it goes f 
enough. Honorable members who 
from ve more remote States ee 




















hall be done. We ae ad et 
of the evil effects of centralization 
bourne, not only in regard to t 






ties of different public admini rations, — . 
te on i Ae concerning the work per-_ ni 
L 1 with: ou Idiers, 
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‘tt is “just. péssible that the Praclaes may 


to keep a tight control of the purse. 
that should be so, then, to a large extent, 
the work to ke done under this measure 
will be seriously interfered with. I de- 
sire to make sure that a good deal of the 


_ fund shall be intrusted to the State Con- 
- tittees. I do not like the name “‘ Ad- 
visory Committes,’’ because it suggests 
that these bodies will merely make recom- 
_ “mendations to the central authority. If 
that is to be the practice, I can see con- 
siderable trouble in the matter of. red- ape 
‘entanglements. =~ | 


_ * Mr. Groom.—tThe Henke bia: member 
eshould: not overlook the phrase, “and 





he granting of assistance and benefits.” 


‘power given the trustees to delegate their 

work to the Committees; but ay they do 
so? 
Committees a considerable share of the 
actual administrativé duties in matters of 
detail, and merely exercise general con- 
trol themselves. In Western Austfalia, 
it has been too often the case that organi- 
zations have been created with solely ad- 
visory powers. 
to Melbourne matters upon. which they 
are really more competent to. form judg- 
ent than the central authority; 
nd thus time is wasted. He gives twice 
ho gives quickly. In the case of many 
the people to be benefited by the fund, 
_ the ceterity with which assistance may be 
es ey ranted will constitute no small feature 
the benefits themselves. ~ ~ 


# Mr. WEST (Hast Sydney) [9. 28|.—It 
mas. evident that, public opinion is turning, 
“and that; before long, 
ng séats im this House. 
h some of these capable women 
h jobs outside, they may not be 
anxious to get into this place, and 
some honorable members out of 
The decision of the Honorary 

(Sir Granville Ryrie) to 
e women upon the controlling’ bodies 
I hope the political aspect will 


Tf we.can fur- 










adies bei the various Committees. 


digger’? and his dependants. — 
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take the view that they will be expected 


Te te recommend one 


into the work. She is closely and sympa-_ i 


actual allocation and distribution of the 


| pointed gn the State. Advisory Commit- : 


hall carry out such duties in relation to 
_ nying the fact that lady members of such 
Mr. FOWLER.—There is undoubtedly 


I would like to see them pive to the 


They have had to remit 


ladies will be oecu-. 


ot be allowed to interfere ‘with the choice 


o will be loealy identified’ ah ihe 2 
With | 
lue respect: to those ine whose names n 
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have been ‘mentioned: and against howe | 
I have not a word to say, I am prepared 
whom I have in 
mind ~who will put her heart and soul 














thetically identified with the soldier and 
his dependants, and knows their require- 
_I endeavour to be just to all 
but. i ean dismiss from my mind the 
fact that L am a representative of Wee 
Working classes of my constituency, and — 
I trust that the Honorary Minister will — 
arrange that some. persons associated with 
trades halls or industrial unions are ap-_ 


tees. Dr, Mary Booth is an able woman. 
anxious to get into the limelight, but she — 
cannot be regarded as a representative of 
the industrial section. It is no use de- 










Committees would act sympathetically to- _ 
wards the members of their own sex. I 





‘know what has taken place in the State T 


represent, and I have experienced sleep- 
less nights because of the treatment meted 
out to widows in connexion with the ad- | 
ministration of certain funds in that. 
State. If the Government adopt the — 


“sug ggestion it will be the means of re- | 


moving a good deal of discontent and . 
bringing about harmonious conditions | : 
which are so necessary- in connexion with — 
an important work of this character. 


Mr. RILEY (South Sydney) [9. 93). — 
I hope the Trust will at an early date 
allot the sum of money to be distributed, 
in each State, and if that procedure is’ 
adopted its fee will be considerably re- 
duced. I am in accord with the view — 
expressed by the honorable member for — 


‘Perth (Mr. Fowler) that the State Ad- 


visory Committees should . be: given a. 
fairly. -free hand in distributing the — 
money allotted to each State. It should. 
not be a difficult matter to ascertain the 
number of applicants and. the approxi+ 
mate habilities, and then allot the money — 
accordingly so that each State Advisory — 


Committee would have. its share avail- — 
able for disposal. Pa ey ma 
Proposed new clause; De amended, 


agreed to. cindy: Vel Pee oii tS Noha Nessa 
Title agreed to. ue 
Bill reported with an amendment; re \ 
port adopted. 
Standing Orders. Wena ig 
Bill read a third are Bt " Are 
id i SM ik Me 
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POSTPON EMENT OF J UDICIARY 
BILL. 


Motion (by Mr. Groom) proposed— 


‘That Order of the Day No, 3—Judiciary Bill 
1920—be made an Order of the Day for to- 
morrow. 


Mr. RYAN (West Sydney) [9.35].—I 


‘desire to ascertain the reason for altering 
the order of the eee on the notice- 
paper ? 


Mr. Groom.—lIt is our intention. to go. 


‘on with the Estimates. 
Mr. RYAN.—If that is so, why has 


the order of business been presented in | 


the form in which it appears on the 
notice-paper? The Judiciary Bill has 
appeared in its present position for the 
last two or three days, and now the Min- 
ister for Wiorks and Railways has moved 
that the second reading be postponed to 
enable the Estimates to be considered. 
He has not had the courtesy to give any 
valid reason, but apparently the Govern- 
ment are not ready to go on with the 
Bull. 

Mr. Groom.—yYes, we are. 

‘Mr. RYAN Phen why not eae 

‘Mr. Groom.—Because the Prime Min- 
ister (Mr. Hughes) announced that cer- 
tain Bills and the Estimates were to be 
proceeded with. | 
_ Mr. RYAN. — I know that it is: con- 
venient for the Government to proceed 
with the Estimates when they have no 
other business on hand, and that is ap- 
parently the position in' which they now 
find themselves. I object to the order 
of business being altered in this way, and 
I trust the Minister will reconsider the 
matter. Is not the Minister prepared 
to move the second reading to-night? 

Mr. Groom.—We are going on with the 
Estimates. 

Mr. RYAN.—The Government with 
their majority will doubtless be able to 
~ do as they desire, but a more satisfactory 
reason should be given for altering the 
order of business. It is true thatthe 


Prime Minister stated that certain mea- 
sures were to be dealt with, but that does 


The 


not necessitate this procedure. 


Judiciary Bill is a measure on which I 


think an amendment should be moved 
to enable the House to deal with the 
_ question of profiteering, which is a most 
pressing problem. On a measure such 


Ong Pe Judiciary Bill we Shall. be able to 





ported goods. 


x 


confer on the High Cou or. some beiher 


tribunal the necessary powers to deal 


trust the House will insist on the pre- 


sent order of business being adhered to. 


I intend to move an amendment for the 





Popo ones [REPRESENTATIVES.]_ Sudiciary Bill a ke 


with profiteering, and for that reason I 


withdrawal of the Bill to enable a more — 
comprehensive measure to be introduced 


at the earliest possible moment. The 
urgency of dealing with profiteering is 
of such importance that we must not lose 


any opportunity of doing all we can to 


enable the House to come to a decision. 
I oppose the motion, and take this op- 
portunity of informing the Minister that 
when the second reading is moved. it is 


my intention to submit an amend- 
ment. fae te Mr ee 
Mr. SPEAKER (Hon. W. Elliot 


Johnson ).—Order! 
ber will not be entitled at this stage to 
deal with his proposed amendmnate of 
the Judiciary Bill. | 

Mr. RYAN.—I am going. to connect 
them with my reasons for not approving 


The honorable mem- 


of the proposal to alter the order of busi- ot 


ness on the notice-paper. 


Mr. 


SPEAKER I do not think ihe ae 


honorable member will be in order in in- © e 


dicating the nature of the amendments — 


he proposes to move ‘to ie Pdr 
Bill. | 


business to be altered. 


Mr. SPEAKER.—That is so; bab: only oi 


within the limits before the “Chair: et 
‘Mr. RYAN.—I object to the alteration 


iy ie Bi RYAN, oe am entitled a give ie ee 
‘reasons why I do not want the ones of cies 


of the order of business because of the — 


urgency of conferring upon the High 


Court of Australia and. other Courts 


jurisdiction to deal with the question | of 


profiteering, or at all events, to carry out 
investigations, and to enforce penalties 


which will be provided in measures, with- 


in the scope of the Constitution, requiring 
statistics to be given of the manufactur- i 


ing cost of all goods produced in Aus- 


tralia and of the landed cost of all im-— if 
I desire, also, to have 


conferred upon them power to enforce 


penalties that will be provided in “mea- 
sures requiring statistics to be given of — 


the profits made in the Inter-State a 
ping trade. ee, ae. 
Mr. SPEAKER. — hel 





“hon able f 
de will not ee in n onder in proceeding — 
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long those lines. The only question be- 
fore the Chair is a motion to postpone 
ed certain order of the day. | 

. Mr. RYAN.—I am showing why 

ject to its postponement. | 

Mr. SPEAKER.—I am loth to inter- 
- rupt the honorable member, but he is now: 
referring to the Judiciary Bill, and indi- 
eating amendments thereto which he in- 
tends to move. As an old parliamen- 
_ tarian he must know that he is not in 
order in dealing with such matters on the 
‘motion now before the Chair. 

_ Mr. RYAN.—TI have no desire to go 
beyond the Standing Orders in debat-, 
-ing this question. I feel, however, 
that to discuss it intelligently I 
must give the reasons why I think the 


I ob- 














"should not bé departed from. It is of 
the utmost urgency that this House 
should take steps to pass measures that 
_ will enable us to effectively deal with pro- 
_ fiteering under the powers contained in 
the Constitution. It is of the utmost 
urgency that we should confer upon the 
. High Gcurt and other Courts jurisdiction 
to enforce the penalties provided by those 

- measures and to carry out, the investiga- 
_ tions necessary in relation to them.- I 
am certain that the people of Australia 
agree with me that this'is a matter of 
extreme urgency. No one could have 
gat in the galleries during the last few 
days, and have listened to the talk that 
has been going on without coming to the 
‘conclusion that there is some justification . 
or referring to the Parliament as “a 
1ere talking shop.” We are. dealing 
with matters which do not affect the real 
nterests of the people, which should be 
eceiving our consideration. The Tariff, 
or instance, is before us. We know that 
here are complaints that locally manu- 
actured goods are sold at prices higher 
han are justified by the cost of produc- 
ion, and we are told that’ this is due to 


=) 














a Mr RYAN.—I am sure that my hon- 
k ab le friends of the Country party will 


ry bat 
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order of . business on the notice-paper © 


“House. 
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agree with me, and I am glad to note that i 


one of them, by interjection, has already 
done so. 


Measures of the sort to which — 


I have referred, are of far greater — 
urgericy than the matters to which the — 


Prime Minister (Mr. Hughes) has re- — 
Tt am prepared to agree to the 


ferred. 
House meeting not only every Tuesday 


as an extra sitting day, but also on 


Mondays, in order to have such measures’ : 


passed. They are the kind of measures 
for which the people of Australia are 
looking. 


The people are looking to this ie 


Parliament to do something to put down _ 
profitesring, but the Parliament is doing 


nothing. 
but we have the Prime Minister telling 
us that we can do nothing—that the 


Not: only is it doing nothing, 


National Parliament is utterly helpless ] 


to do anything in connexion with the 
most important question that is affecting — 
We can — 


the minds of the people to-day. 
do something, and ought to do some- 
thing. ed 


The matter is of urgency. It is vs 


within our power to do' something, and : 
surely honorable members are not going — 


to agree to a proposal by the Ministry — 


to alter the order of business on the — 


notice-paper so that we may proceed 


with the consideration of the Estimates, _ 
in order to fill in time, when other ques- 
tions of greater urgency await our atten- 


tion. I for one enter my protest, and 
I propose to divide the House upon the 
question. 


members will 


I hope that other honorable ' 
take exception to the 


alteration of the order of business in — 
this way, and that a majority will vote — 


against it, 


Sir JOSEPH COOK (Parramatta— 


Minister for the Navy) [9.46].—The _ 


honorable « member 


for West Sydney 


(Mr. Ryan) will, of course, divide the — 


He has been dividing it ever 
since he entered it. ; i 

Several honorable members interjecting, 

Mr. SPEAKER (Hon. 
Johnson)—The Minister for the Navy 
had not spoken half-a-dozen words before 
he was subjected to a chorus of shouted 
interjections. | 


W. Elliot. 


I ask honorable mem- 
bers to cease the practice. . Unless they — 
do so, some other means to which I do 
not desire to resort will have to be 
adopted to secure the orderly conduct of 
business. | Soa 


Sir JOSEPH COOK.—1I have 4 dies 


tinct recollection of the honorable mem- 
ber dividing the House .a little while ago 


aa 


ug 
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on the very question of thi urgency of 
the Estimates, and the necessity for this 
_ House taking control of the finances of 
the country. I think the. honorable 
- member made that the ground of a vote 
of censure on the Government. He 
wanted them to discuss nothing but the 
Estimates. 

Mr. Ryan.—That is not true. Show 
mé in Hansard the report of such a state- 
ment made by me. 
USIP JOSEPH COOK.—I did not say 
that the honorable member said it: I 
said he voted for it. He insisted that 
the one thing that this House must do 
was to restore its control over the finances 
of the country. He now ridicules the 
very idea of such a thing. The con- 
sideration, of the Estimates, he says, is 
a waste of time. 
I refer nothing was more urgent than 
the consideration of the Est-mates. Now 
he tells us it is not urgent. A month 
later and it becomes of no urgency—it 
' is the least urgent matter on the business- 
 paper—and the honorable: member will 
have nothing | whatever to do with the 
--eonsideration* of the finances or the 
Hstimates before the House, ~ Which’ of 
these attitudes is the correct one? Hither 
_ the honorable member was playing a part 


then or he is playing one now. Then 
it was ‘‘yes’”’ for the Estimates; now 
it is “‘no’’ for the Estimates. 


Mr. Srewart.—He did not advocate 


@ 


that the Government should bring onthe 


Estimates whenever they wanted ta fill 
in time. 
Mr. 

pedo. 
Sir JOSEPH COOK. —It is the sort 
of interjection that one expects from the 
honorable member for Wimmera (Mr. 
Stewart). If there is in the Corner 


since he has been in the House has been 
less of a Country member and more of a 
Labour member, it is the honorable 
member who now interjects. 

Mr, Parker Motonsy.—More honour 
to him! | 

Sir JOSEPH COOK.—If it is an 


honour, then he is entitled to it. The 


honorable member for Wimmera is cer-: 


tainly one of the best friends of the 
Opposition - 
to make whatever interjection he pleases. 


I merely point to the fact. that the con- — 
‘sideration of the Estimates a month ago. 


was, in the opinion of the honorable, 


{> >: 


On the occasion to which - 


He has, of course, the right 


but did not do so. 


aes 


| man is 


sible government was established. 


_ be adopted to check profiteering. 
,WLAHONY. ~—That is an aerial tore t) 


‘that question. 
knows how to deal with it; but, appar. 
-ently, he does. 


| . the world who can deal with it.’ 
party one honorable member who ever en eiy 


up a 





dakbers for West Syaney. : of the greatest 
possible urgency, whereas to-night it is 


of no consequence whatever. A. complete 
change has come over the scene. The 
Government are doing merely what. every 
other Government have done since. Tespon- 
They 
are exercising their right to control their 
own business, and put their measures be- 
fore F arliament in the order in which 
they think they should be considered. 
. Mr. Wrst.—And we claim our ge 
to dictate and tell the Government what | 
they ought to do. ou 
Sir JOSEPH COOK.—No owas thia 
dictators are on the other side; but i sin- 
eerely. hope that the: Government have not 
reached the stage at which they may be. 
dictated to as to the order in which Go- 
vernment business shall be done. They 
will certainly not allow the. honorable 
member for West Sydney to take the we 
conduct of the business of this House out 
of their hands. | te) oe : 
Why does the honorable member pro- 
pose to take this course? Does he for a 
moment imagine that, by anything which — 
he- may do ‘with the Judiciary Bill, he | ey, 
will. confer powers on this’ Parliament 4 
which are not in the Constitution to 
deal with the great question of pro- 
fiteering. The honorable member knows 
better, in my judgment, and he is merely $ 
adopting this course as_a means to Upset 
the Government by a side wind, ie 
Mr. Ryran.—TI think that means should 








Sir JOSEPH COOK.—The Shonen | 
gentleman knows just how to deal with ie 


Nobody else in the world 


He is the ate man in all. 


Mr. Groom.—He had the opportunity, 





Mr. Hroror Lamonp. The a 3 
land statute-book shows that. a | 
Mr. SPEAKER Order? 5 ae wig 
Sir JOSEPH COOK.—I should Tike - Oe 
to be allowed to make an nee now Wins | 
and again. ec ee 
Mr. Fewron.—The Minister i is : patting 

“ stone-wall.” mie 
Mr. Braxerey.—The honoranies oe kf 
“stone-walling” the Estimates. = 

Mr. SPEAKER.—The honorable r tmem- ; ie 
ber for Darling is out of order, Pi. 
Mr. Vaso nine Be know. that 

















i ee must cs the eall of oe Chair to 
keep order. 

_. \ Sir JOSEPH COOK Bu a previous 
occasion the honorable member for West 
_ Sydney, in his efforts to upset the Go- 
ment, wanted to deal with the Estimates 
akon the ground that their immediate con- 





- the Government propose to proceed with 
the consideration of the Estimates, he 
' adopts another course, and tries to upset 





_ the Government by taking the conduct of - 


sa the business out of their hands. 







Works and Railways (Mr. Groom) to 
_ leave the business-paper as it was. 
— Sir JOSEPH COOK.—The Govern- 
ment believe that they are doing their 
_. duty in submitting the Estimates for the 
' consideration of the House, 
Mr. Ryaw.—lI conceive that I am doing 
‘ my duty in protesting against profiteer- 
ing, and in asking that a stop shall be 
put to it. 
a Sir JOSEPH COOK.—The honorable 
ene Pontes ‘keeps on saying “ profiteering,” 
and makes himself. believe that the matter 
+ is twice as bad as it is, and that he is the 
_ one man born into the world to set it right. 
I wish that he could set it right. It is a 
_ pity that the honorable gentleman did not 
_ set it right when he had the Fahad as 
Premier of Queensland. | 
Mr. Ryan:—TI tried, as far as possible, 
te do so. 
Sir JOSEPH COOK —The honorable 



















or 70 per cent. He dislocated ‘the 
finances of that State. His muddling 
hand has left Queensland in the throes 
f greater difficulties than exist in any 
ther State in the group. | 
Mr. SPEAKER.—Order! The. hon- 
rable gentleman is not discussing the 
juestion before the Chair. 
Sir JOSEPH COOK.—I think you 
_ are right, sir. I hope that the honorable 
member for West Sydney will not persist 
| Ban this course of. action. The Government 
_ eannot consent to ‘what he proposes. 


» Mr. Ryayn.—I make up my mind be- 


Me Tore T start. 
2) Sir JOSEPH COOK.—1I congratulate 


Hiny honorable friend on having a mind to 


‘ment made up their mind from the start. 


sideration was urgent ; and to-night, when - 


Mr. Ryan.-—I invited the Ai Wietes for , 


gentleman did, and he sent the cost of 
_ hving in Queensland soaring up 60’ 


make up. May I say that the Govern- 


l reg dvi 


Judiciary Bill. 





Mr. TUDOR (Yarra) [9.54].— 


The * 


Minister for the Navy (Sir Joseph Cook) © 


has said that honorable members on this . 


side moved a motion of censure on the. 
Government for failing to bring on the 


consideration of the Estimates. 
no such thing. 


We did — 
The motion referring to — 


the consideration of the Estimates was _ 
submitted by a member of the Country — 


party. 


Mr. Groom.—Honorable members _ op- y 


posite voted for it, did they not? 
Mr. 


TUUOR Yea, we aide baeina 
only motion of censure that has so far. 


been moved in this Parliament was one — 
which I had the honour of moving, and — 
it dealt with the very matter about which — 
the honorable member for West Sydney — 
(Mr. Ryan) has spoken to-night, namely, — 
the failure of the Government to deal — 


with profiteering. It dealt also with their — 


muddling of the finances, and the way — 
in which they controlled the wheat and — 


other Pools. 


Speaking from memory, © 


thore were the three heads on which my - 


When the 


motion of censure was based. 


Treasurer (Mr. Watt) proposed that the — 


House should go into Committee. 


Sydney discussed, as he has done to- night, 


of | 
Supply, the honorable member for West — 


the power of ao Commonwealth to deal 


with profiteering under the existing Con- — 
We voted with honorable: mem- 


stitution. ) 
bers in the Corner, as we naturally would, 


in order to shift the Government upon — 


any consideration. 
in making that admission, 
ment know it to be a fact. 


Mr. MAXWELL The honorable gentle- 


man is always ‘‘ Frank.” 
Mr. TUDOR.—I suppose that is why 


my parents christened me as they did. 


I am prefectly frank " 
The Govern- — 


The Government last night made up the — 


business-paper, and, as’ has always been 


done, informed the Clerk of the House of — 


the order in which they intended to bring 


What has 


forward their ‘business to-day. 


aes 


happened to account for their desire to — 


change that order? They got the Can- 


teens Funds Bill through sooner than ~ 





they expected 


Mr. Brennan.—Because we lena i 
them more than they expected. a 
Mr. TUDOR.—Yes; and have  suc- 


ceeded in making the Bill a much better oe 
measure than it was when it was intro- ; 


duced. 
Mr. Ritzy.—Get on to profiteering; 
that 1 is what we want to ad aide 


a 


a majority of one vote. 





f 


TUDOR.—The ‘ Minister for Vie 


oe 


Navy © ‘stated that when the honorable 


member for West Sydney. was Premier of 


- Queensland the cost of living soared in- 


that State, but why will he not give us 
an opportunity to discover whether we 
have the power to deal with profiteering ? 
There have been cases waiting for con- 
sideration by the High Court for months. 
The ex-member for Ballarat (Mr. 
McGrath) has presented a petition against 
the continuance in this House of an 
honorable member who was returned by 
That case has 
been held over for months. But when 


the totalisator people were affected, the 


High Court was called together on the 


‘Monday and gave its decision on the 


Tuesday> 

Sir JosepH Coox.—I hore that the 
honorable gentleman does not suggest that 
the Gcvernment had anything to do with 


that? 


Mr. TUDOR.—I do not; but the High 
Court could be moved to deal at once with 


\ the proposal to tax totalisator dividends 





a | ohnson ).—Order ! 


ber is departing from the question. 


glad that I got it in. 


whilst it cannot be moved to consider the 
case of a humble citizen of the Common- 
wealth. 

‘Sir Teen Coox.—Moved by whom? 

Mr. 
was moved by the Government to con- 
sider the totalisator tax. 

Sir Josepnx Coox.—Nor by anybody 
on behalf of the Government. 


Mr TUDOR.UE admit thats bub T am: 
pointing out that, 


apparently, certain 
persuns have a readier means of access 
to the High Court than have certain 
other ‘persons. 

Mr.. SPEAKER (Hon. W. Elliot 


The honorable mem- 


Mr, TUDOR.—What I have said might 
be a little off the track, but I am very 
‘Only recently I 
told the Prime Minister (Mr. Hughes), 


in connexion with arbitration matters, 


that organizations that are content 
to wait the convenience of the 
Court are allowed ‘to wait, and 


organizations that go on strike secure 
a decision from the Court earlier 
than do law-abiding citizens. The Esti- 


mates are always useful to mark time; 


but I am very anxious that the Govern- 
ment shall see what powers they haye to 
es profiteering. 


TUDOR.—I do not say that it 


legislation, 


_said that he would kill the profiteer. I 
Under the War Pre-: 


cautions Act they had- pple powers, 


and if AS are sincere in. their rofessed uae 
desire to reduce the high cost of ‘living, — 


which is affecting the whole of the people 
of the Commonwealth, they should at 
least try how far their existing powers 
will permit them to go in the prevention 
of profiteering. If they are held up by 
the Court, they may learn that their 
powers are not as extensive — as they | 
thought they were. ! 
Sir Jospra Coux.—Does. the honorable ; 
member think that we have power to deal 
with these questions? 
Mr. 
for Darling Downs (Mr. Groom) 
duced, during the absence from Australia. 
of the Minister for the Navy, a Bill em-. 
powering this Parliament’ to regulate 
transactions in wheat, wool, sugar, butter, 
and flax for terms varying from ‘six 
months to two or three years, and if we 


had power to deal with those commodi-. i 
ties for a certain length of time, we have 
power to deal with other commodities for 


longer periods. It is for the Government 


to, show that they are in earnest in pre-e 
venting the people from, being robbed by 


the profits levied by the number of per- 


sons who now handle the goods that are : 
I believe that the Govern- | ie 
‘ment can do more than has been oe ae 


consumed. 


and it is for them to do more.. a 

Mr. RILEY (South Sydney) [10. abe ent 
I ask the Government which, in the in- 
terest. of oe ee is the more im por- 





mates Ga cover money most of Sieh . a4 
has been spent, or a Bill to give power 8 


to deal with the cost of living? © 


Sir JosepH Coox.——The Estimates have f o 


to be put through. 
Mr. RILEY. —They will go ‘through. 


Sir JosepH Coox.—Why not put them i 
through to-night, and:be done with them? ni 
Mr. RILEY. They are being’ brought _ if 


forward to-night merely as a_ stop- gap. 


because the Government has no business 
I have seen Estimates 
like these passed in half-an-hour. I hope oh 
that the electors will: mark what has hap- 3 
Members are here ready a 
to do business, and the country is clam- |. 


to proceed with. 


pened to-night. 


ouring for Parliament. to pass certain 
yet the 
nothing. The Prime Minister — (Mr. 
Hughes), when setting forth the mani- — 
festo of the Nationalist party at a 





did not say that he had not ee ory iy 
eile to do that. fog 


TODOR.—The honorable rere 3 
intro- Ly 


Government _ does 





ae ld naan the if: Mie ed ae hae 
iia sa Mr. RILEY. —The Nationalists are not 
trying to catch him; they are trying to 
; cover up his tracks. We have a right to 
demand the fulfilment of the Govern- 
ig ‘ment’s promises. Since they took office, 
_the country has suffered a great deal of 
damage. Bread has increased by 2d. a 
loaf, and the oe of sugar has risen to 
6d. per Ib, 
Sir Josep Coos. —Have the measures 









2 Our returned soldiers damaged the 
country ? / Pies! 
Mr. SPEAKER (Hon. W. Elliot 


ae .—I cannot permit the discus- 
sion to continue with the extremely wide 


"duction of so many irrelevant subjects is 
- quiite irregular. The question before the 


_ shall be postponed until to-morrow. 

i Mr. RILEY.—I shall endeavour to 
Se with your ruling, Mr. Speaker. 
ah By not going on with the Bill set down 

_ for to-night, the Government is prolong- 
ing the life of the profiteer. In reply to 
the ge ales of the Minister for the 
et Say that the money that we are 
' spending on repatriation is benefiting the 
- profiteer. Last week, I was present at 

_ the opening of some war service homes. 

_ The timber, bricks, and other material 

in those buildings had cost hundreds of 
pounds more than they should have cost, 
py eeeee of the exactions of the profiteer. 
_ Mr. Ricnarp Fosrer.—Because of the 
hikes, about which dala members 
_ never say a word. 
Mr. SPEAKER,.—TI ask the honorable 
member for Wakefield not to interrupt. 
[ must insist upon every member 
being heard without such continued irter- 
‘uption as is now taking place. Interjec- 
1ons often lead to the discussion of irrele- 
vant subjects, and that causes me to 
intervene and call the member addressing 
he Chair to order. I hope that honor- 
aM members will assist nae by con- 












“ i Mr. RILEY. —We shail assist the “ol 
_diers if we prevent the profiteer from 
fleecing them. At present, they are pay- 


. & 
vee similar buildings would have cost 
S re the war, and that nobwitstanding 
| as e oi : / 







which we have passed for the benefit of ' 


range that is developing. This is not the - 
_ Address-in- -Reply debate, and the intro- 


et 18 whether Order of the Day No. 3. 


ing’ 50 per cent. more for their homes _ 





and grow our own timber. I¢ is for this 


the baat that we produce our own bricks — v 


reason that we desire that the power shall 
be given to the High Court, or some other 


authority, to deal with the profiteer, 


attention of the country to the fact that 


the Government is neglecting its duty : 


Oe 
am pleased that the honorable member for 
West Sydney (Mr. Ryan) has called the 


by allowing the profiteer to continue in © 
existence. Almost every item of food- 


stuffs and clothing has increased in price 


by nearly 50 per cent. since this Govern- 


ment was returned to power, and Minis- 
ters have done nothing to prevent it. 


Sir Josern Coox>—John Storey said . ; 


that he would deal with the profiteer in 


forty-eight hours if he were Tard to 


power. 
Mr. 


RILEY.—The Minister for the 
Navy, and all the followers of the Prime | 


Minister, backed up his statement that 1t 
is the duty of the Government to kill | 


the profiteer, but-I have not heard of any 
funeral. 
shoot him; but no one has been shot. 


other opportunity to declare their views. 
Now that the Prime Minister has entered 
the chamber, I would remind him of his 
Bendigo ditersndes. The Prime Minis- 


ter said that he was out to fight the pro- a 
I now ask him to 


fiteer tooth and claw. 
assist us to give the High Court power to 
deal with the profiteer. 


Mr. Huenrs.— Who put the honorable 


member up to this? 


Mr. RILEY.—I was elected to tie 
Parliament to fight the profiteers, and fe 
Unfortunately, they 
have too many supporters on the Govern- 
ment side, but the time will come when 
we shall have an opportunity of dealing © 


am trying to do so. 


with this problem. 


Mr, LAZZARINI (Werriwa) rod. 


2 


ce 


Some of them said they would oe 
hope that the people will soon have an- 


—I rise to create a few more langhs on 
the Government benches by opposing the 


proposal of the Government. to transfer 
to a lower position on the business-sheet 
an important measure like the Judiciary — 


Bill by an amerdment of which we might 
be able to deal with the question of pro-— 


fiteering which has been agitating the 


public mind almost since the commence- 
ment of the war. 


the argument used by other members on 


the ee OE side that this Parliament. ae 
has no power to do what is proposed. — 


Lae 
WAL ew Res 


The Minister for the oe 
Navy (Sir Joseph Cook) has repeated — 
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- would do. 





The Judiciary Bill provides an aoe 
tunity of getting the power. 
this very question of profiteering, and not 
upon the delay in dealing with the Esti- 
mates, that the party on this side made 
a motion of censure upon the Govern- 
ment. If at election time it was neces- 
sary to deal with profiteering, it 1s much 
more necessary to do so now. very 
day the prices of commodities are rising. 
As the honorable member for South Syd- 
ney (Mr. Riley) has pointed out, we 


have, in connexion with the Repatriation 


scheme, made provision for erecting sol- 


—diers’ homes, and each day that we delay 
dealing with the profiteer must mean the 


expenditure of more money for this pur- 
pose, because of the capitalistic interests 
continually raising the prices of building 
material. Perhaps the Government 
realize that by a specific amendment to 
the Judiciary Bill we could test whether 
Ministerialists were earnest in their as- 
sertions that they wished to deal with the 
profiteer. If the Government wish to 
prevent the masses of the people being 
pushed lower and lower down the econo- 


_mic scale on to and even below the bread 


line until something very serious hap- 
pens, they must take some measures to 
cope with this problem. Here igs their 
opportunity. | We have heard speeches 
in regard to industrial unrest and the 
Scethins discontent in the rank and file 
of the Labour organizations. What but 
profiteering and the resultant high’ cost 
of living is responsible? Each day the 
wages of the workers diminish in pur- 
chasing power. As men sink lower in 


“their economic status the discontent be-. 


comes greater, and unless conditions are 
improved this country must expect 
serious trouble. Even one of the lower 
animals will fight when it is hungry; will 
man do less? Honorable members on 
this side would be unfaithful to their 


election pledges, to the trust which the 


people reposed in them, and to the dic- 
tates of humanity and common justice if 


they did not make a protest against the 


action of the Government in  cavalierly 
pushing into the background a measure 


that would enable them to do some of the. 


things which they told the people they 


sible to provide in the Bill for the shoot- 
ing of the profiteer, but it would be pos- 
sible to embody in the measure sufficient 
power to check his depr edations. 

os Mr. Lazzarini. 


fc ONG 


It is upon | 


I admit it would be impos-. 


aA 


Mr. SPEAKER \CHons 
Johnson)—Order! The honorable mem- 


ber must not discuss the Judiciary Bill, © 


which is not before the House. _ 

Mr. LAZZARINI. — Tf the Govern- 
ment wish the Opposition to give fair and 
reasonable consideration to the measures 
they bring forward, they should not play 
with us as they are attempting to do to- 


night. La aa 


Mr, MAHONY (Dalley) [10. 19]—It 


must be at once apparent to any honor- 


able member that the only purpose that 
the Government desire to serve in chang- 
ing the order of business is the wasting 
of time. Having been caught with no 
business ready to be proceeded with they 
are adopting the tactics often resorted to 
by Governments in the past of throwing 
on the table old Estimates, the votes in 


which have been almost exhausted. They _ 
‘ask honorable members to discuss the 


Estimates, not*one line of which can be’ 
altered, because the money is already 


‘spent. The thing is a sheer piece of hum- 


bug and sham, Una it is about time the 


country may Bt Me what a humbugging ie 


sham and make-believe the present Go- 
vernment are. They came into power 
With a great flourish of trumpets. They . 
were going to kill the profiteer. — 


make Australia safe for Democracy. 
comes the humbugging .sham of it all, 


that they ask us to discuss Estimates when me 
the money has all been spent, and pro- ie 
pose to take away from us the oppor- — 
tunity. of discussing the Judiciary Biull: 
-under which we could give power to. the ; 
High Court, by reinforcing it and e@X- + 
tending its operations, to-go into various ye 
businesses, investigate them thoroughly, — 


They 
were going to wipe out all those things 
that were oppressing the people, and ° 
‘Now a. 





Ww. Elliot | as 


make those conducting them produce their 


figures, and show their profits, and what, 
it cost them to produce an article, what 


they are selling it to the consumer at L. 
-and what huge bank balances and eae va 


they are building up for themselves. 


Government make no attempt to do this, — 


or to carry out their election pledges, 
or the platform which they “asked the 
people of, this country to, give them a 
mandate to put into effect. 


which they might get the power to’ do 
the things which the Prime 
(Mr. Hughes) nat the 


They ask — 
us to postpone the very measure ‘under. We! 


‘Minister > ; 


Government a 










¢ ae - Postponement of i 





_would do. It is about time 
sham and hypocrisy was exposed to 
the people. We should show the people 
‘that the Government have no intention 


up and make more safe and secure the 
position of the robber and profiteer in 
Australia. The members of this House 
“i should not be caught with that humbug 
va bodes sham. on the part of the Govern- 
mente: "7 
Mr. SPEAKER (Hon. W. Elliot John- 
son). —Order! The honorable member is 
not etititled to use such language. 
Mr. MAHONY.—The language, may 
not be quite in accordance with parlia- 
- mentary usage, but there is not the 
slightest doubt that the action of the Go- 
. - yernment in deliberately running away 
_/ from the one measure on the business- 
é _ paper_ that could deal with profiteering 


~ ment of hypocrites and shams. 
he Ae SPEAKER.—Order! I ask the 
honorable member to withdraw ‘those ex- 
* pressions, which are quite unparliamen- 
fe obeys | 

Me SMAHONY. -—T withdraw them in 
 defereneé to your instruction, sir. The 
only other way by which I can express 
my feelings towards the Government is 
0 6©say that they are sitting on the 
Treasury bench under false pretences. 


_ by telling@the people that they were going 
to deal with profiteering, and lift the 
great burden that was pressing the people 
down. We find them to-day neglecting 
to do this, and postponing the very 
measure that might give them power to 
do it. I hope the opportunity will be 
_ taken almost immediately of having a 
: a vote on this question, so that the people 
-,may know where the members of the 
‘House stand on it. 
‘the view put forward by the honorable 
‘member for West Sydney (Mr. Ryan). 
Mr. HECTOR LAMOND (Illawarra) 



















: - fiteering, and I am a little surprised that 
the advent of the Labour Government in 


New. South Wales should so soon be fol-~ 
lowed by the anxious demands of New 


‘South Wales members that this Parlia- 


tie at. the honorable member 


[29 Aprit, 1920.]_ 


y od 
his 


to deal with profiteering except to bolster 


is a Clear proot that they are a Govern-' ii+, to deal, with profiteering, 


“of them had already made every effort 


_. They obtained a majority in the House 


I strongly support 


sP10. 95|.—I have yet to learn that the 
_ Judiciary Bill proposes to deal with pro-. 


‘ment should deal with profiteering. I am 


ete! Nine Heil te! oe 





Judiciary Bull. 


all he could only a few months ago to 
prevent this Parliament having the power 
to deal with profiteering, should be so 
concerned about the matter now. 

Mr. Brennan.—That is a good ald 
Bag. 

Mr. HECTOR LAMOND.—It is a 
good old gag, and a true old gag. But 


_ for the efforts of the honorable member 


for West Sydney and others of the Labour 
party who associated themselves with him 

in opposition to the referenda proposals, — 
they would have been carried, and this 
Parliament would have had the power to 
deal with the profiteer without question. 
But because the proposals came from this 
side of the House they did their utmost 
to prevent this Parliament having the 
power which they now say it ought to 

have. They did not do this because they 
believed that the proposals were ineffec- 
for many — 


to secure the adoption of those amend- ° 
ments on previous occasions; but they 
turned their backs upon~what they had 
done then, and on the last occasion they — 
opposed. those proposals which before 
they had declared to be necessary to give 
this Parliament power to do the things 
which they now say ought to be done. 
Mr. Gass.—ls that the: truth? ; 
Mr. HECTOR LAMOND—It is. 7 
do not recognise in the honorable mem- 
ber a very good judge of that quality. 


Mr. Gass.—You must have been at 
Ananias’ school. : 
Mr. SPEAKER.—Order |! Suck sug- 


gestions are distinctly offensive. I ask 
honorable members not to dn a acrcss 
the chamber. 


Mr. HECTOR: LAMOND, — ‘The \ 
Prime Minister (Mr. Hughes), at the — 
earnest, request of the Leader of the 


Ornrsition (Mr. Tudor), vesterday out- 
lined ‘the business which Parliament 
was expected to do before it rose 
for the reception of the Prince. The 


time to have taken exception to those 


measures was then; but I did not hear 
any objection at the time. It has been 
suddenly discovered that the chance of 
having a full-dress debate upon the pet 
subject of the honorable member for 
West Sydney has been missed. I hope © 
we shall be able to get on with the Esti- 
mates. I can still hear the protests of 


‘f 
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in the Ministerial ‘corner, 


honorable members opposite that the Es- 
timates come to us too late. I am also 
a little surprised at some of the members 
who scorn to 
consider so small a proposition as one- 


sixth of the Commonwealth expenditure. 


My. 
corner ; 
mind yourself. 

Mr. HECTOR LAMOND.—There are 


Rosert Coox.—Never mind the 


still two months of the period covered by 


the Estimates to run, and the expendi- 
ture of the Commonwealth is a pretty 
considerable sum. 

Honorable members interjecting, 

Mr. SPEAKER.—Order!. . Again I 


‘ask honorable members to cease this loud 


' several times 


our Standing Orders and obey the call of. 


conversation. 

- Honorable members again ienectiey, 

Mr. SPEAKER.—Order! The hon- 
orable member for Barrier (Mr. Consi- 
dine) is out of order. 

Mr. Fernron. — Whe is making ‘‘ this 
"ere row ’’? 

Mr. SPEAKER. — Order! 1 have 


asked honorable members 
to keep order, and they have consistently 
interrupted immediately after the House 
has been called to order. | Honorable 
members should have more, regard .for 
their own reputations and the dignity of 
the Chamber of which they are members, 
and uphold the Chair in its efforts to 
carry 
down by their own: Standing Orders. 
I have no desire to proceed to extreme 
measures, but honorable members will 
force me to do so unless they abide by 


the Chair, 

Mr, HECTOR LAMOND, There 
still remain two months of. the present 
financial year, and the expenditure for 


those months covers practically every 
Department of government. The criti- 
_cisms,| therefore, in’ which honprable 


members opposite are so anxious to in- 
dulge can be made just as. effectively 
npon these Estimates as they can be in 
any other way. It hope that the resolu- 
tion will be carried. 

Mr. BLAKELEY (Darling) [10. 32,|.— 
t remember that in pre-war days it was 
4 privilege to hear the honorable member 
for Illawarra (Mr. Hector Lamond) 
attacking. Many a fight he has put up 
at our industrial conferences, I regret 
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it will take you all your time to . 


out the rules of debate vas laid 


1 recognise 


Judiciary Bill. 


/ 


= 


say that since then he has gone over 


: the profiteers, and that, as a defender — 


of the profiteers’ party, he is a dismal: 

failure. mi 
Mr. Hector 

point of order. 


[ am a member of the profiteers’ party. 
Tam not. I hold the same views in re- 
gard fo profiteers that I have always 
held, though some honorable members — 
opposite have changed their opinions. 

Mr. SPEAKER | (Hon. W. Elhot 
Johnson).—The only question before the 
Chair is that the consideration of the 
Judiciary Bill be postponed until after 
the consideration of the Estimates, 
I ask honorable members 
themselves to that. 

Mr. BLAKELEY.—It would he f unny 
if it were not so pathetic to listen to the : 
honorable member for Illawarra 

Mr. SPEAKER.—Order! 
honorable member to discuss the question 
that 1s before the Chair. 

Mr. BLAKELEY, — When. dealiaem 
with profiteering the honorable member 
for IMawarra stated that were it not for 





bas Tise” “tOmee 
T submit that the honor- — 
able member is not in order in saying that 


es, and © 
to confine 


‘IT ask ioe 7 





~ 


) 


' 


the honorable member for West Sydney — 
(Mr. Ryan) and the Labour party gene- 


rally succour would be given 
people of Australia. 
Mr. 


able member for West Sydney. @ | 

Mr. BLAKELEY .—One can take with: 
a grain of salt the protestations of the 
honorable member. - Despite his. 
enemy, leading the pr eee Of course, 
that’ the Government 


oc- 
cupy a very unhappy position. I[ can — 
quite appreciate their uneasiness. Since 


to. the ete 


Hector Lamonp.—The ‘Labour bi 
‘party generally are opposed to the honor- ise 


past 9: 
‘record we now see him at the head of the 


the opening of this Parhament they have ~ 


heen defeated no less than fonr or five 
times, and they would have been beaten 
ae more frequently but for the action 
of certain members of the Oountry party. 

T ean readily-tnderstand, therefore, thar 
Ministers have very little time to devote 
to the separa of Bills. They are 
too busy. Only last week notice was 
given of their intention to deal with no 
less than seven measures.. . Mention was 


made of an amendment of the Arbitration 
There ON 


Aet 





a long-looked-for measure. 


» Bill has been promised to finalize the 
seabhe 


secret. Mee Sis 2k ae 








F i) ' 


te ee 







, A AGKeT Ss UE, -* ot . os ean et p> an ‘ye 


Postponement OF : 





Papuan oil, I will’ ae Mie the 
merits of that question at this juncture. 
Another promised measure is an Indem- 
nity Bill, which is. not yet ready, and 
whieh has probably not even been drafted. 


tion of a Bureau of Science and Industry, 
which has been held over for the past 
two years. There is the much-mutilated 


Repatriation Bill, which has been for: 


warded from the Senate with ‘the com- 
plments of that branch of the. Legis- 
lature. 


ie 
i 


they are in a position to do very ‘much. 
They may be anxious to avoid the con- 
- sideration, of any measure of a conten- 
' tidus character. Certainly ‘they have 
% ~ done surprisingly little to give effect to 
> the” many- pledges which - they recently 

~ made to the people. 
» bers of the Countr y party have saved the 
_ Government on many occasions, I have 





- not the slightest doubt that the time will . 
/ , come—and probably before sdme honor- - 


able members expect it—when their 
small majority will disappear, and they 
will. gosout of office. It is because of 
their uneasiness that they are not ready 
_ to proceed with business, and that they 
-. now wish to put before us Estimates for 


_ the financial year which has almost ex- - 
_. pired,-much as a person throws a bone to - 


284 dog in order to keep its attention off 
something else. 

Mr. MAKIN (Hindmarsh) [10.40].— 
There’ are two questions:»cf paramount 
importance which should have engaged 
the attention of this House long ere ‘this. 
These concern industrial unrest, and 





_ and profiteering, and the promised mea- 
+ sure to deal with it. We doubted the 
_ sincerity of the Government when the 
appeal was made to the electors in De 
cember last, and that doubt has been 
justified by the attitude of the Govern- 
ment towards profiteering, especially 
smee thé elections. 
are prepared to place 

_ measure lower down on ‘the. business- 
' paper, although it -is a. measure 
that would doubtless have some con- 
“trol over the present unjustifiable in- 
flation of prices. I represent a consti- 
tuency ‘composed almost entirely of 


the promised 


. members of the working coinmunity, and 
| ag can 


Treas iye ae: Na ie ‘ 
Beet, Tat haat, BOP) att BaP 
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- despair, 


There is also a Bill to authorize the crea-. 


Perhaps the Government, after. 
a whip. of their party, do not ‘feel that - 


Although the mem- 


- ‘ff amendinent in the Aghiauna ba tea 


We find that they 


ay ea meee are poets to 


Nae ae s ae ye, 
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owing to the circumstances of 
their life at» the present time. They ¢ 
recognise that the present’ Government 
can offer them no hope for the future— 
that no attempt is being made to deal 
with those-individuals who are reducing 
the life of the country to a dull, sordid, 
soulless existence. It is about time that 
we, ‘as the custodians of the welfare of 
the people, recognised where our duty hes 
to those people ae are suffering so much 
at the present time; but profiteering goes 
on, and the toll extracted by the barons of 
industry from the unprotected people is 
represented by big dividends. gThe in- 
terests of the great working edie: 
onght to be protected, and we on this side 
of the "House, without any desire to em- 

barrass the Government, are endeavouring | 
to impress on them the necessity. there js 
te deal with those people who are making 
such inroads on the welfare of the public. — 

Mr. Ryan.—And deal with them at 
once. 


Mr. MAKIN. D Hzacily indeed, they 


should have been dealt with long ago. The 


honorable member for West Sydney (Mr. 
Ryan) generously offered to the Govern- 


_ ment to draft a Bill which would be with- 


in the existing powers under the Consti- 
tution, and enable them to deal with the 
profiteers, who are the greatest traitors 
any country could have. The. Prime > 
Minister (Mr. Hughes), in a speech made 
at-a National Federation meeting in the — 
Atheneum Hall, Melbourne, stated that 
the problem of the profiteer was a baffling 
one; but. no attempt has been made by 
the Government to solve the problem. On 
‘the contrary, there seems to be a syste- — 
matic desire on the part of the Govern- 
ment to protect profiteers in their sue-, 
cessful efforts at exploitation. : 

People may ask what is the eause of 
the industrial unrest; but it requires only 
the application of a little common sense to 


find it. 


Mr. Consiprne.—The wonder is that 
there is so little. | | 
Mr. MAKIN.—Under our economic 


circumstinces, that is the wonder. I re- 
present a working constituency, and as 


‘one who has worked at the bénch, I have 


been subject to such hardships as are now 
being suffered by the people at large. It 


il-becomes any honorable member to do 


anything that will defer the day when 
ything s 





_ should not be accepted. 
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something can be done to remove the dis- 


abilities created by the profiteer. The 


protest made by the honorable member 


for West Sydney and others is well 
justified. The 
to be taught their duty; and we on this 
side would fail as representatives if we 
did not call the attention of the country 
at large to the fact that little or nothing 
has been done to remove the conditions 
which allow the great commercial and 
financial interests to extract further pro- 
fits from the community. I hope that 
honorable members opposite will see the 
necessity for immediate action, and will 
_ be able to say, when they are called upon 
to give an account of their stewardship, 


that they did all in their power to relieve 


the present situation” as it. affects the 
-masses of the population. 
Minister (Mr. Hughes) may argue that 
he has no power to deal with profiteering ; 
but the honorable member for West 
Sydney states that; to his know- 
ledge, the difficulty can be overcome; and 
there is no reason why his assistance 
‘There is no rea- 
sonable excuse for allowing this matter to 
remain in abeyance, and we ought to 
ascertain at once how. far we can render 
the necessary assistance. 

Mr. 
[10.50].—The honorable member 
_ West Sydney (Mr. Ryan) is to be con- 
eratulated for having drawn the atten- 
tion of the House and the country to 
the action of the Government in con- 
nexion with this matter. If ever there 
was a Government of which it could be 
said that they are doing nothing, and 
doing it well, it is this Government. It 


is really pitiable to see the manner in 


which they are delaying business by 
bringing on the Estimates to deal with 
money which has already been spent. 
Mr. Poynron.—We are not so bad as 
the Government with which you were once 


associated. The Estimates then came on 
in the following year. 
Mr. PARKER MOLONEY.—I was 


never connected with any Government 
with which the Minister for Home and 
Territories also was not associated. . 

Mr. Poynton.—I am festa to that 
Government, — 

Mr. PARKER MOLONEY. Aopen: the 
Minister must accept his own share of 
condemnation. 


Postponement of ee eae nit a aa Bill. 


Government will have 


The Prime 


PARKER MOLONEY (Hume). 


for > 


.tend to do so. 


‘to the Age, the Government can, unde) 


In any case, it is a + uO 


Th haan 8 re 





KGébuse he point to the misdeeds of any | 


otHer Government in order to explain 


away the shortcomings of the present — 


Government. In connexion with the 
introduction of the Judiciary Bill, I see 
important possibilities, to some of which 
the honorable member for West Sydney — 
has referred. There is, first of all, the — 
question of jurisdiction being given to ~ 
the High Court to dieal not only with 
profiteering, but with many other matters 


that. are demanding urgent attention at 


the present time. The Minister for the 
Navy (Sir Joseph Cook), when an honor- 
able member of the Corner party was 
speaking, referred to him as a, Labour — 
man having’ Labour sympathies. It is 
infinitely better for any honorable mem- — 
ber to jexpress Labour sympathies than 4 
to be the friend of profiteers. as 
' Sir JosEpH Coox.—I did not say any-— 
thing of the kind, | 

Mr. PARKER. ’ MOLONEY. The. 


Minister did make use of that expression, 


though he denies it now, and I can assure we 
him that people outside will not. find: 
fault with any honorable member of this 
House who expresses sympathy with the — 
Labour movement and with people who ~— 
are struggling against the high cost of — 
living. It has been said that this Parlia- 
ment has no power to deal with profiteer- . 
ing, but in this connexion I refer honor- 
able members to an article that appeared 
in the Aye newspaper on Monday last. 
I presume the Age acted on good legal 
advice when it made the aoe iy 
Dealing with the Tariff issue, and : 
answer to complaints by those neces 
who say that the new Tariff will increase 
the cost of living, and that this Parlia- 
ment has no power to deal with the PEG “a 
fiteers, the Aye said— Rake. 

The Commonwealth can, under its powers. Pe. 
with regard. to statistics, estimate the manu- — 
facturing costs so as to ascertain what is a Ba 


fair margin of profit over and above cost of e 
production. vos 


Mr. SPEAKER (Hon. W. - Elliot 
Johnson).—The honorable member must 
connect his remarks with the motion be- 
fore the Chair. er: 

Mr. PARKER MOLONEY. Ls in- 
There is extensive power 
to deal with profiteering, and, according ~~ 


eRe aeS, 











its taxation powers, “limit ” profits toa > 
“fair and reasonable level.” a ; i: 
Mre SPEAKER: Bh “The. honotaane su 


member Is (not ae order in discuss ing : 
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say ee ab ient of ‘profiteering, cay PARKER MOLON KY .—lI sub- Ne 
though he may incidentally refer to it if mit to your ruling, sir; but I am only — 
i he can connect his remarks\ with the endeavouring to show pas why the wae 
id a ary Bill, consideration of which it Judiciary Bill should be brought forward 
: for consideration; and if I may do so by 
Mr. PARKER MOLONEY. — I in- pointing out how, through that measure, 
tend to connect my remarks with the profiteering may be dealt with, surely Ts ai: 
PA Judiciary Bill, Mr. Speaker, but it would would be in order in pointing out, also, ir 
have been impossible to do so without that the Judiciary Bill is equally heces- 

making the quotation. ‘We were looking sary to deal with another important sub- 
for this J udiciary Bill, so that we would, ject. Ohi. 
be able to confer ‘certain necessary Mr. SPEAKER.—Order! I have als a 
powers on the High Court. ; lowed a great deal more latitude than I 
Mr. Tupor—Sir John Quick made should have done, and must accept my 
the same statement during the last elec- share of blame for not having prevented 
tion, a the development of this discussion at an 
' Mr. PARKER MOLONEY.—That is | earlier stage. I ask the honorable mem- 
- $0. I listened with interest to the speech ber now to concentrate his attention upon 
‘made by the honorable member for Ila- the question before the Chair, and so — 
warra (Mr. Hector Lamond), who to- avoid dragging in extraneous and irreles es 
night*was apologizing for the profiteers, vaut tee wes 
I regret that he is not present now, so Mr. PARKER MOLONEY. “I must 
that I might reply to his remarks. There confess aa I was hoping that, by means | 
was a time when he held other views. | of the Judiciary Bill, something would be - if 
Mr. Poxywron.—He never did any- done to give relief to unfortunate people 
y thing of the kind. who are carrying heavy mortgages to-day 
Mr. ®* PARKER MOLONEY, —[. am in drought-stricken areas. : 
‘putting my own interpretation on his Mr. SPEAKER.—Order! The honor- . 
speech. The honorable member for able member is now disregarding my rul- | 
Illawarra, like the Minister, was at ome ing, and is proceeding to discuss the Judi- _ 
time on this side of the House. We ciary Bill, which is not before the House. 
- were led to believe that they parted with Mr. PARKER MOLONEY.—1I sub- © 
_ the Labour party over the conscription mit to your ruling, sir; but with all de- 
issue; but it appears now that they have ference repeat thht if, if connexion with 
gone over to the other side on other the Judiciary Bill, I may touch upon its 
questions as well, for we now find the relevance to the subject of profiteering I - 
_ honorable member for Illawarra apolo- should be permitted to mention also its. 
® | gizing for a number of things that were relation to the matter of the extension of _ 
~ once anathema to him. © He and the the moratorium. J marvel every day at 
0 Minister for Home and Territories (Mr. the fact that many unfortunate people — 
- Foynton) have, it appears, run away are able to live at all. They are only _ 
e Porn their life- long, principles. How- existing. The Government say they have _ 
-, ever, I will leave that aspect of the mat- no power to deal with profiteering. The 
ter now, for the simple reason that the honorable member for West Sydney has 
; - honorable member for Illawarra is not offered to draft a Bill) Why do not the _ 
in the House. As regards the Judiciary Government accept that offer? If the 
‘ Bill, I have every sympathy with what honorable member should fail, the Go- yl 
eid: proposed to be done; but there should vernment ought to be only too glad to © 
be. scope to deal with ‘many other mat- have giver him the opportunity to demon- we 
4 ters, including one in which I have a_ strate his failure. The honorable mem- — 
| articular interest. I desire to see juris- ber for West Sydney not only undertakes — 
Aiction given to the High Court in re- to draft the Bill, but: will guarantee Ls 
gard to the extension of the moratorium. validity before the Courts. That is both _ 
Mr. SPEAKER.—Order! I cannot a fair offer and a fair challenge. The 
et the honorable member to proceed. _ honorable member for Illawarra re- | 
Te will not be in order in plowies up’ marked to-night that honorable mem- i 
Pa bers on this side had prevented the — 
taking ae an yang ore, in 
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the Fair Prices Commission. 


said such a thing, 





Be hey 


connexion with the last SE cy 
and that if a “Yes” vote had been re- 
‘corded the Government would have 
done certain things by this time to 
stop profiteering. At a meeting of 


representatives of the Housewives 
Association, about a fortnight ago, 
the Prime Mmister is reported to 


have used these words in answer to ‘the 
question, “ What would: have been done 
if the referendum was carried?” “By this 


time,” said Mr. Hughes, “we would have 
~had a Commission appointed in order to 


make these inquiries.” It would appear 
that all the Government proposed was to 


add another to the list of Commissions 


“which are merely tampering with the sub- 
hon to-day. There is a body known as 
Any one, 
upon reading the evidence given before it, 
must be convinced that it is only tinkering 
with profiteering and the cost of living. 


_ There is evidence every day to prove that 
yet the Prime~ 


Pe cr ne ig rampant; 
Minister said that what the Government 
would have done, had the people voted 
* Yes,” would have been to ppp ort a 
~ Conmmission, : 

Mr. Wiszr.—The Prime Minister never 
and the honorable mem- 
ber knows it. 


Mx. PARKER MOLONEY.—I am 


going upon the report of the Prime 
- Minister’s remarks. 


If the only outcome 
of the referendum was to have been the 
appointment of another Commission, no- 


» body should be sorry now that the “ No” 


vote succeeded. This House is:to meet 


¢ 


ure 
f 


on pies! Went 


‘members be called upon to meet a day 
earlier, if the Government have no more — 


Judiciary Bill. 


Government iniend to do anything to in- 
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“Why Ahn oxtie! ae 
It is a mere blind to make the people 
think we have something important in 
hand. Why should this‘ House proceed — 
with such a farce? Why should honorable — 


important. business to place before them 

than the consideration of Estimates, the 
money involved in which has been prac: — 
tically all spent? The opportunity to 
expose the Government as the friends of — 
the profiteers has been too long allowed | 
to pass. Of course, the Government will — 
not deal with profiteering, for the reason 
that they would not have been back on — 
the Treasury. benches to-day but for the 

help of the campaign funds provided by. 
the profiteers. I-trust even now that. the | 
Government will recognise the seriousness 
of the pogition and attempt to provide 
relief for the struggling people, who look. 
to this Parliament to conserve their in- 
terests against their enemies, the a 
fiteers. 


Mr, CONSIDINE (Barrier) [11. 8]. het 
Gantre to add my protest to the action of 
the Government in “ side-tracking ” the 
Nobody on this side of 
the House, of course, believes that the 






















terfere with the profits of those people 
who made-it possible for the Government 
to get back to the Treasury benches. I 
ask leave to continue may, remarks “upon 
another occasion. x 

Leave granted; debate adjourned. i 


_ House adjourned at 11.10 p.m i 
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Mathews, James 


members ot the ‘house ot Representatires. | ; 


WiNeD) Lang ww. S.W.}. 


Grampians (v. ‘ah 


Thomas Ballarat (V. ) 


2 Tlawantn (N, S. W. } 
Calare (N.S.W.) 
Werriwa (N.S. W. ) 


. Barker (8.A.) - 

. Lilley (Q.). 

. Kalgoorlie (W.A; £7 
Daliey (N.S. W.) 


John Hindmarsh (S. A.) 


‘‘s doisearae {Vip 
. Wentworth (N.S.W. 
William Parkes (N.S.W.) 


.. Melbourne Ports (V.) > 
Maxwell, George Arnot .. pee tage 
iMcDonald, Hon. Charles .. 


Fawkner {Y.) - 
Kennedy (Q.) 


McWilliams, William James Franklin (T.) 


Moloney, Parker John 


Page, Earle 
Grafton 
Page, Hon. Jamea 


- Poynton, Hon. Alexander 


Prowse, John Henry 
Riley, Edward .. 


Rodgers, Arthur 
laus 

Ryan, Hon. 
Joseph 

Ryrie, Sir Granville 
Laune, K.C.M.G., C.B., 
V.D 

Smith, Hon. 


Henry Laird .. 
Stewart, Percy Gerald 


. Story, William Harrison .. 


Christmas Cowper (N.S 


Stanis- Wannon ivy 


- Hume (N.S.W.). 
Nicholls, Samuel Robert .. 


Macguarie (N.S. W.} - 
.W.) 


. Maranoa (Q.) 


Grey {S8.A.} 


.. Swan (W.A.). 
. South Sydney 


mae 


Thomas West oe 


S.W.)_ 
(N.S.Wep oo # 


‘de North Sy ae 


_ William Denison (T.) 


. Wimmere (V.) 


Boothby (S.A.) 


Tudor, Hon. Frank Gwynne Yarra (V.} 


3 Watkins, Hon. David 


Newcastle (N.S. W.). 


Watt, Right Hen. William Balaclava (¥.) 


Alexander, P.C. 
West, John Edward 


Wienholt, Arnold — 


. East Sydney 


(N.S.W.) 


_ Moreton (Q.) is 


Wise, Hon. George, Henry Gippsland (V.) 





Huaps or DaranrMEnrs. 


House of Representatives.—W. A. Gale. 
ret Parliamentary Reporting Staff.—B. H, Friend. 


JS eint House Committee.—G. H, Monahan, 


3. Appointed Temporary Chairman of Committees. 





POR Cy ee ee BCE aL a te nel aes 


ey Af a es 





Galkcckrs ee ee aa 1 oar eae et SS) Sia 
Pace Ia ; hag aie COT ee. 
SENATE, 29 APRIL. : Duty on Medicines ia) 2. eh ee 7 IOI OS 
War Gratuity Bill . 1575 | Military Pay... SP rae ate rye es 
Visit of Prince of Wales : Amnesty to Military and ‘Military Off eas hy XR eyo ier ee 
Naval Prisoners de ee Sot s bro 
yesh: Milena ; Inquiry into Conditions of 1576 Visit of the Didnee ot Wales {Expenditure One Sl 
War Service Homes ae bi & 1576 Theatrical Entertainments ‘ «#8 oe 1618 ; 
Public Works Committee i 1. 1577 | Qonferring-of Honours .. eS SER ee hte yan 
Public Accounts Committee me _. 1577 |. Correction of Marine Chart 5! A ENE 4 
Australian Soldiers’ Repatriation Bill .. ey le77 |< Bemittances ko Germany ae . 
Immigration Bill : a S Ser age Queensland Income Tax : Cominoiwenth War 3 
Passports Bill.—Second Reading Me wy ADOT S Glieo eon ipertainare oe Nite 7s ot hele 
>) ag lyse lene pee ate ;. 
Australian Soldiers’ Repatriation Bill i 2.2 1602 Propose a Constitutional Conventian «iva ee eek ie 
SG ANN ie Public Service Superannuation .. ee 16Lb me: 
House OF REPRHSENTATIVES, 29 APRIL. Wheat Scrip Advances—Ending of Wheat Pool ... 1615 
War Service Homes: South Australian Branch .. 1603 Public Servants on Active Service and Common- : 
Increase of Rents Ls ts .. 1603 wealth Bank Officers .. 1615 =a 
Public Accounts Committee a te ne ABO Australian Wool Clips —Imperial Contract : Pro- he aa 
Industrial Convention . 1604. | duction of Papers fh 1G1e Spon 
Northern Territory : Report of Royal Commission 1604 Overseas Mail Service .. md wai SO bao 
“Parliamentary Officers: Payment of Non-Clerical Sub- Collecto or of Customs, Broken Hill... ff MOL@iSe gave). 
Staff .. ee * ag ie .. 1604 Tanunda Club - 1617 
Wheat Pool ib eke ue sim £5 AOU Amendment of the Constitution : Election of Con- St 
' * Note Issue ee cs ie ~. 1604 stitutional Convention.. a ag Jot “AOL eens 
Tweed for Soldiers : 1604 Broken Hill Mining Industry LS ee -» 1628 
Adjournment (Format?) —Dismissal of Returned Suspension of Sitting Ae a ice »»- 1639 - 
Soldiers at Victoria Barracks, Sydney .. 1604 Joint Standing Committees aa -- 1639 
Postmaster-General’s AL deste ems Second Fur- - Australian Soldiers’ Repatriation Bill 1639 
lough Period .. : ae vs ROLL Australian Imperial Force Canteens Funds Bill.— 
Secret Service Fund -. 1612 Second Reading .. 1639 


_ Generation of Electricity by Tidal ‘Power tag wore Postponement of J udiciary 1 Bill z : a Soh eae 


COMMITTEES. 





7 SENATE 
Disputep Returns aND QuALiFIcATIoNs.—Senator, Barnes, Senator Keating, Senator Lynch, 
Senator Maughan, Senator O’Keefe, Senator Pratten, and Senator Senior, aie as 


SranpINc OrpeErs.—The President, the Chairman of Committees, Senator Barnes, Senator an . 
de Largie, Senator Foll, Senator Guthrie, Senator Seay ee se Senator - O’Keefe,~ and 
Senator Earle. ~ 


Liprary.—The President, bonnice Bolton, Senator Gardiner, Senator Keating, Senator Lyae, . 
Senator Maughan, and Senator Pratten. 


Hovusn.—The President, Senator Bakhap, Senator Buzacott, Sanus Guy, Senator O'Loghlin, 
Senator Needham, and Senator Rowell. 


Printine.—Senator Barker, Senator Grant, Senator Gee Senntor Newland, Senator “Plain; 
Senator Reid, and Senator Senior a Coie 







Pusiic Accounts (Jomnr)—Senator Crawford, Senator Earle, Senator MeDougall. us e) Phe . 
_ Pusriio Works (Jornr).—Senator Henderson, Senator Needham, Senator Newland. . 3 


y 
Pe 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 


Sranpina OrpErRs.—Mr. Speaker, the Prime Minister, the Chairman of Cananiticon Mr. Gage inson / ae 
Mr. Charlton, Mr. Fowler, ‘and Mr. Tudor. - ° ies Lag 


Lrprary.—Mr. Speaker, Mr. Anstey, Mr. Fleming, Mr. Nee Mr. Higgs, Mr. Lamond, Mr. Mackay, 
Mr. Maxwell, Dr. Maloney*, and Mr. McDonald. 


Hovse.—Mr. Speaker, Mr. R. W. Foster, Mr. Gregory, Mr. Livingston: Mr. Mathews, ‘Mr, James Page, He 
Mr. Rodgers, and Mr. Watkins. eke 


Printinc.—Mr. Bamford, Mr. said Mr. Corser, pay Fenton, Mr. McWilliams, Mr. Riley, PO 
Mr. West. 


Pusitic Accounts (Jormnt). —Mr. Bayley, Mr. Fenton, Mr. Fleming, ‘Mr. “Fowler, Mr. Prowse, ra 
Mr. West. ga ae 


Pusuio Works (Jornr).—Mr. Atkinson, Mr. Bamford, Mr. -Gregory, Mr. Mackay, My. “Mathews, Ss 
end Mr. Parker Moloney. J "g 


Sza Carriage: SzLect Commirrer.—Mr. Renan Mr. Burchell, Mr. Corser, Mr. haat 
Mr. ee Mr. McWilliams, and Mr. Watkins. . ei fi 


* Appointed 30th March, 1920. Sins Ba tS 
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